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Southport Office Project
By: James Phillips

KLB is in later stages of performing the site-work for The Southport
Office Project in Renton, Wa. The Southport Office Project is one of four
projects that KLB has constructed or is in the midst of constructing for SECO
Development. The Southport Office Project consists of a 5.62 acre site that
will ultimately contain three nine-story office towers totaling 728,769
square feet of office space and 695,159 square feet of above-grade parking.
The Southport Office Project required the below-grade demolition
of the Shuffleton Steam Plant prior to construction. The steam plant was
partially constructed in the 1920's; however, the final construction phase
was never completed due to the onset of the Great Depression and the
plant never ran at capacity. KLB's demolition of this structure required a
closed cell sheet pile cut-off wall and extensive dewatering to allow for
work at elevation -1.5 (twenty-three foot cut from existing grade and sevRemoval of Timber Pile
enteen feet below the static water table). The elevated static groundwater
and prolonged submersion of the structure produced water-cured concrete with strengths in excess of 9K
PSI. The 1920's structure was originally constructed on thousands of 100 year old Douglas Fir timber pile.
Throughout construction, KLB removed over 3,000 of these timber piles. The piles had embedment depths
of approximately 45 feet with an average dimension of eighteen inches and were removed using a cranesupported vibrator with a hydraulic pile removal attachment.
After the demolition of the Shuffleton Steam Plant, KLB was able to assist in the installation of impact-driven grout pile and earthquake drains. The pile provides structural support and the earthquake
drains mitigate the impacts of a potential liquefaction event by creating a porous aggregate conduit that
allows liquefiable pressures to escape the subsurface without compromising the structure above.
KLB's last scopes on site will be to excavate footings, install capillary break aggregate and reconstruct the adjacent roadway and
utilities.
Foreman: Brad Montgomery
Engineers: Omar Ortiz, Jennifer
Sorensen
Right: Both photos show the
demolition of the Shuffleton
Steam plant.

GPS Helps KLB Make the Grade
By: Richard Glass & Lucas Jelmberg

KLB brought two new pieces of equipment to the field this summer designed for precision grade control
using Topcon machine automatics. For the Snoqualmie Pass project, there is a GPS (Global Positioning System)
and LPS (Local Positioning System) enabled Motor Grader (John Deere 772GP) preparing the subgrade for the
new I-90 lanes. At Point Defiance, in Tacoma, we have a Komatsu D65pxi Intelligent Dozer that boasts fully automated blade control using GPS enabled systems aided by rovers to build the project from a 3D topographical
model.
These investments are part of KLB Construction’s commitment to innovation that improves productivity
and accuracy of work. GPS and LPS Topcon systems enable us to move more material
with fewer passes and grade quicker with the potential to grade within 2/100ths inch
tolerance. Greg West, the operator of the Komatsu Intelligent Dozer at Point Defiance,
said the complexity of the project’s “sail” grade would have needed a large amount of
staking. The Topcon system used in conjunction with the Komatsu intelligent machine
control means there’s no need to stop for staking and we move earth a lot faster.
Tod Wilkinson, Superintendent at Point Defiance, said this system has been a
“lifesaver” on this job and has played an integral part in controlling cost and staying on
schedule. When asked if he would want to use this system in the future his response
was “GPS is the future”, most certainly a yes.
KLB’s initial successes with grade control technology is a sign of more good
things to come.

To All,
Summer is winding down, but we are in full swing and as usual we are working in a dynamic
industry where one size does not fit all. From blasting rock on a mountain to floating pipe on a river,
and even excavating for a freezer pit for Costco. It's all about doing what our client needs and having
a "Can Do" attitude! Being able to do it safely and watching out for each other is top priority. Our willingness to adapt and evolve to our client needs keeps us busy through the good and bad economies.
In this issue there are some great examples of adapting to today's changing times. They are all
alternate delivery methods, which is relationship based versus hard dollar, these opportunities are possible and available to us because of our exemplary safety record and "Can Do" attitude!
We need to continue to do what we do best.
Also, I would like to invite everyone to take a few minutes a look over the new KLB website
www.klbconstruction.com. Richard and his information team did a great job of showcasing KLB and
"Who We Are”. Please continue to watch out for each other.
Think Safe Be Safe - KLB & BG

Safety and Health
By: Zak Collins

Do As I Do…Please
As I've shared with you over the years, we all make safety mistakes. I've had my
share of "stupid" injuries and am certainly not perfect. That said, when a group of us helped
a friend prepare her house for sale, I felt like I had become the ultimate safety cop. I was
handing out safety glasses, telling people to be careful on ladders, reminding everyone to
hydrate and generally being a pain in everyone's @ss. I have no regrets that I annoyed my
friends for the entire day and while being teased about my life's professional work spilling
over into my personal life, they each also wore safety glasses, drank Gatorade and properly
used tools and ladders because to do so was easier than listening to my long (but hilarious) lecturing. I was hyperaware of my own safety that day, because there's nothing that irritates me more than a "do-as-I-say, not-as-I-do"
attitude.
Today I was reminded of that experience, as I watched a uniformed police officer stand in the middle of four
lanes of moving traffic. I thought he might be waiting for traffic to slow down so he could block the street for some
reason. As I watched, I realized he was a jaywalker! He was standing in the middle of traffic, ignoring the "walk/
don't walk" sign and crossed the street against traffic - not even wearing a hi-vis vest! Since the police hand out tickets for jaywalking, I was surprised to see an officer blatantly ignore the law. The police also routinely hand out tickets
for texting and driving. And they should. Studies show that distracted drivers are as unaware of their surroundings as
drunk drivers. A new term, intexticated, was created to describe it. So imagine my surprise when further down the
street, I pulled up next to a police car waiting to turn at a red light and the two officers in the car were both madly
texting!
We've really made good progress educating everyone, including managers and supervisors, that while on a
jobsite they need to obey and enforce all safety regulations and requirements. We each need to be responsible to set
the example for everyone, every day, because safety leadership is our most important role. If it is a hard hat area
with safety glasses and hearing protection required, everyone needs to have it on to encourage our strong safety culture.
As we approach the colder autumn, winter and holiday seasons that create the most hazardous conditions in
our heavy highway industry, please remember that no one learns a thing from being told "Do as I say, not as I
do." Conversely, we've all learned valuable safety lessons from someone who leads by example.

Many of you out on the jobsites or
in the office have had the opportunity
to meet our newest Safety Team member,
Mike Holmes. Mike isn’t new to the Safety side
of the construction industry. He has hit the
ground running here at
KLB and has enabled Zak
to use some of his vacation days!
Pictured is Mike and Zak
accepting the 2015 AGC
EMR Safety Award on
behalf of KLB Construction earlier this year.

Factoria Recycling & Station
By: Lindsay Fairchild
KLB is in the final phase of the new Factoria Transfer and Recycling Station. KLB began the
bid process in 2013 and started the project in 2015
for PCL Construction and King County. The
$11.8M project broke ground in fall of 2014 and is
slated to finish summer of 2017. So far this project
has been successful due to great coordination
efforts between PCL, KLB, and Parametrix, the
owner’s representative.
The project is a phased project, which allowed the existing transfer station to remain open
and operable on a daily basis during construction
of the new facility. A temporary shoring wall was
constructed to support the existing transfer station during building of the new. After completion
of the new, the existing facility was demolished
and KLB began the 252,000TN mass excavation cut
for the household hazardous waste building.

The work that KLB performed during the
different phases includes site work, mass excavation, wall facing, installing storm, sewer & water
utilities, as well as continued TESC maintenance on
the site. To date, KLB has excavated and

hauled over 222,526 tons to Cedar Hills Landfill and imported 86,000 tons of gravel borrow. In addition KLB will have installed nearly
13,000LF of storm, sewer, and water pipe utilities.
A challenge faced by KLB on the project was the replacement of the sewer main
on SE 30th Street. KLB removed and replaced
1400LF of sanitary sewer on 30th St. With a
high water table, dewatering system, unstable
ground and several existing utilities, Travis
Orick and his crew did an outstanding job with
no accidents and minimal delays.
KLB’s crews, both operators and laborers, have done an excellent job in keeping the
project on time and running smoothly. Thank
you to all who have contributed to this process, we hope to have another successful
transfer station for King County.
>PM: Jane Mason
>Foreman: Bill Feeney
>Engineers: Bryan Binder, Lindsay Fairchild
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