style guide

the redesign toolkit

style guide

If someone were to ask you what your style is, would your
pulse race and your palms sweat? If so, you’re not alone. Many
people think that speaking intelligently about style requires an
intricate knowledge of neo-classic, post-modernistic eighteenth
century industrial semi-avant-gardism.
Let’s demystify style, because having an understanding of basic
styles will help you determine your room preferences. You want
to confidently select the furnishings, treatments and finishing
touches that will make you comfortable and inspired to enjoy
your room’s purpose—whether that’s playing with your children,
sharing your creativity with the world, or spending time in
peaceful solitude.
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Key Considerations
How do you want your space to feel when it’s finished? Style helps create
a mood, so do you want a room that feels classy? Fun? Beautiful? Feminine?
Masculine? Elegant? Relaxing? Motivational? Metaphysically ambivalent?
(Caught me…I threw the last one in to see if you’re paying attention.)
Who will be using the space and for what purpose? A room’s style can
contribute or detract from its intended use. For instance, if your room will be
used as a teenage hangout, then a formal style might not be the best choice.
Will the room be shared by people with contrasting needs and tastes?
If you are redesigning a shared space, such as a master bedroom, and you
and your bedroom companion disagree on matters of style, then finding
middle ground is the best strategy to prevent what should be a room of
peace and love from becoming a battleground.

KIT TIP
 or additional insight into your style, look within. Look within
F
your closet, your jewelry box, and the other rooms of your home,
that is. Your clothing, jewelry and furniture choices can indicate
whether you prefer clean and simple, or detailed and ornate. This
technique can also shed light on your color preferences. If your
wardrobe consists of muted colors and conservative articles, you
probably won’t feel comfortable in a room with a bold, bright color
and style.
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Style Overview
Art Deco
Though decades old, this style
continues to deliver a streamlined,
slick, modern feel. Color use is
minimal, generally with combinations
of black and green, black and red
or black and white. Furnishings are
modern and often contain chrome or
highly lacquered wood or are painted
black. White upholstery, typically white
leather or velour, creates a sumptuous
mood. Accessories often include
mirrors with chrome finish, objects
with geometric designs and frosted
glass vases with chrome accents
or metal inspired lamps with plain,
frosted or colored glass lamp shades.

Contemporary
As you might guess, contemporary
style is hip and current, with a focus
on clean, uncluttered design that
takes advantage of bright, open
spaces. Within this simple style, a
specific furniture piece often owns
the visual “spotlight.” Amid a neutral
color palette that often incorporates
shades of brown, black and white,
you’ll often find strategically placed
vivid pops of color. Overall, this
style highlights select items using
focused placement to create an
open, simple look.
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Modern
If you find sleek finishes, clean lines
and no clutter appealing, then modern
may be the style for you. Modern
style can be considered the more
sophisticated cousin of the art deco
style of the past, sharing some of
the same characteristics but with
a sensibility that is more upscale
and classy versus playful and retro.
Modern is about functionality without
frills or ornamentation. Black and
white themes are common with
chrome finishes and a vibrant pop of
color to keep things interesting.

Shabby Chic
Romantic, pretty and feminine.
Comfort is exhibited through the
use of painted furniture, fabrics
that include soft floral prints and
windows treated with billowy white
sheers. Décor may include things
like painted vases filled with fresh
flowers to add interest to the calm
mood established by a muted pastel
color palette.
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French Country
Rustic, old world elements combine
to create a welcoming, homey style.
Plaster walls, wood-beamed ceilings
and natural stone floors provide a
backdrop for well-worn furnishings of
wood or metal with woven cushions.
Colors are free and spirited, ranging
from bright yellows and vibrant reds
to soft blues and greens, with many
colors as well.

Mediterranean / Spanish
Inspired by nature, this style creates
a warm, inviting environment
through the use of worn wood,
stone and wrought iron. You may
get the sense that furniture has
been lovingly passed down through
many generations—nothing shiny or
new here. Colors are generally deep
and warm, often featuring yellow or
gold and including substantial red,
burgundy or orange. Accessories,
such as brightly colored and textured
throw pillows, rag rugs, handcrafted
items and wrought iron art, bring an
international flavor and generational
feel to this style.

