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“Mountains Majesty” by Adrien Seide

a note TO THE READER
If I tried to capture the essence of the Vassar Haiti Project in the last year, I would say: big things happen to small projects,

pushing them to get bigger. This newsletter goes beyond the tale of our student leaders. It captures stories from our partners in
Chermaitre, and our partners in Port-au-Prince, and from our project’s guardian in Haiti, Père André Wildaine. We never lose
sight that without the community leaders with which we partner, the community members who inform us, and the hosts who
take us in their homes and into their hearts, VHP would cease to exist. To that end, I invite you to read further, to read about
things that are exciting but also to read in the silences, the silhouettes, the stories that remain unsaid. Thank you for your
support all these years. Your recognizing that our organization can make big things happen is what makes our work possible.

Udbhav Agarwal (Class of 2018, Student Co-President)

HAITI UPDATE
Hurricane Irma

save the date

upcoming events

The recent succession of hurricanes wrought

unprecedented devastation on the Caribbean,
including northern Haiti.
In Chermaitre, a family lost their lives
when their home was swept entirely off the
mountainside. 78 families lost their crops, which
provide the sole source of food and income for
most mountain dwellers. And 13 families lost
part or all of a roof or wall of their home.
Despite little media coverage, damage in
mountain villages was almost as extensive as
that of Hurricane Matthew last fall.

FEB
2–4

WASHINGTON DC SALE

MAR
1

ART & SOUL GALA

JULY

St. Mark’s Church near the Capitol

Alumnae House, Vassar College

SAG HARBOR SALE
Christ Episcopal Church

Please check our website for more details!
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Jackie Eiting, Sarah Oliver ’15, Siennah Yang ’18,
Cheryl Lan Kuang ’18, and Kremena Mestanova ‘18

LEADERSHIP RETREAT
what we do and why we do it

Just before classes began in late August, the Vassar Haiti Project held
its semi-annual Leadership Retreat. Twenty VHP leaders gathered to
assess where we have been, where we want to lead the organization,
and how we will work with one another to get there. The retreat was
led in part by one of our stellar board members, Jackie Eiting who
brought her 35 years of consulting experience to guide this process.
Personal goals were are also set, which helped set us on course for
another year of partnership, dedication, and growth.

initiative updates
where it all began...EDUCATION

“WOMEN are everything!”
Many recent, exciting developments will be instrumental in

Students at the primary school

In addition to our award winning primary school of over

250 students, this was our second year of supporting a
secondary-school scholarship program! These scholarships
cover the costs of food, books, enrollment, and housing while
in school. This year we have 25 students enrolled!
A journey to the secondary school can be up to a fourhour hike, each way, from Chermaitre. The housing provided
through the scholarship program is essential to helping
students access secondary education. One of the highlights of
our trip was meeting these students, many of whom are the
same age as the Vassar students.
One of this year’s goals is to fund a breakfast program
for the primary school children, many who walk 2 hours to
school. Thanks to a generous benefactor, we are just $4,000
shy of funding this new program this coming year.
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the growth and expansion of the women’s cooperative called
the Femmes de Chermaitre.
In Chermaitre, construction of the community center/
church roof has been completed. This is incredible news! The
women for the first time will have a communal work space.
The Women’s Committee is working hard to raise funds
for solar-powered sewing machines. This project fits into our
goals of both environmental and community sustainability
in Chermaitre. The sewing machines will help Femmes de
Chermaitre to create new, innovative products.
The Women’s Committee is also thrilled to be partnering
with Prof. Roger Lefort, (Columbia U1niversity), a Haitian
native, on the Replante crowdfunding campaign. Roger and
his wife, Maria Peña, are currently fundraising for ways to
help the women develop new craft skills, especially painting.
To read more and support this campaign: https://www.
goteo.org/project/replanteart.

A women’s co-op meeting

A TREE GROWS in Chermaitre...

HEALTHCARE IS A RIGHT,
not a privilege

Seedlings waiting to be planted

The Health Initiative supports the Chermaitre-Fiervil

Deforestation is one of the most pressing environmental

concerns in Haiti, contributing to significant soil erosion and
increased exposure to flooding, especially in mountainous
areas such as Chermaitre.
In response to this threat, VHP supports a unique and
exciting community-based reforestation model. Over 15,000
fruit and lumber trees were planted this past year on the
private farm plots of about 150 families. Each family receives
seeds for short term food security plants such as yams and
beans, and in return agrees to maintain the trees planted on
their plots. Over 100,000 seeds were distributed.
If you would like to aid our environmental initiatives,
we are working towards creating a fruit tree garden in the
primary school.

WATER, WATER everywhere!
A Rotary International Global Grant is bringing centrally

purified water to Chermaitre and to the clinic in Fiervil
for the first time! A system of gravity driven PVC piping,
originating at a mountain spring, has been greatly extended
to make water far more accessible to families throughout the
mountains. So far, chlorinators have been installed to provide
a continual supply of clean water. Village leaders are working
with the medical staff to educate families.
International Rotary Global Grant dedication

medical clinic, which provides care to people who would not
otherwise have access. Clinic director Dr. Gueslin Joassainvil
oversees two full-time nurses and a midwife. The staff will
treat more than 2,800 patients from 30 villages in 2017 (a
150% increase over last year).
Thus, the main goal for the upcoming year is to use solar
energy to provide lighting for the clinic and refrigeration
for a vaccination program. We also seek essential equipment
for basic testing. We seek your support to dramatically
improve quality of care and reduce the spread of otherwise
preventable diseases.

Phebe Warren ’19 and Nurse Jouny examining a Fiervil Clinic patient

ART & SOUL

Art & Soul is an annual gala that finances the medical clinic’s
costs. This year thirty major sponsors supported the event!
So many from our local and medical communities joined us
in honoring Dan Katz, MD from Premier Medical Group for
his commitment to our work and leadership in sustaining
medical care in Haiti. Dan has been an extraordinary
advocate for the medical clinic, helping to change the face of
health care for thousands of people living in the mountains
of northwest Haiti.

MEDICAL ADVISORY BOARD
Daniel Z. Aronzon, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Cyndi Alcius
Nancy Belok, M.D.
Salvatore M. Buffa, M.D.
David Cho, M.D.
Diane Cicatello, M.D.
Ingrid Dodard, M.D.

Richard Friedland, M.D.
Ethan Gundeck, M.D.
Kimberly Heller, M.D.
Daniel Katz, M.D.
Serena Lee ‘18
Gabriela Mandeville ’19
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the incredible JOURNEY
In March 2017, ten students and one alumna had the privilege of joining board
member Jackie Eiting, Lila and Andrew on VHP’s annual trip to Haiti. For
twelve days, the “trippers” witnessed Haiti’s astounding landscapes, and forged
friendships with the Haitian people. We hiked up Chermaitre’s mountain, met with
our partners in the village, bought art, and met with FOKAL in Port-au-Prince to
secure a reforestation grant.
Though the group experienced some physical ailments along the way, our spirit,
our incredible hosts in Haiti, and, thanks to Dr. Gueslin, we pushed through,
laughing and learning. The trip was transformational in upholding our core
objectives to support Haitian artists, practice sustainable development, and train
students as global citizens.

LUCI LIGHTS
Thanks to a crowdfunding campaign
led by Manning Wu ’14, we brought
250 Luci Lights – portable, solar
powered, light lanterns – to teachers
and students, to the clinic, and to the
women’s co-op members.

past events

FAMILIES’ WEEKEND SALE September 2017, Vassar College
Our 17th year, and largest and longest-running annual event. 70+ volunteers,
including so many returning beloved VHP alums!

2ND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH SALE February 2017, Greenwich, CT
Spearheaded by Alex Ng ‘19 (Co-President), VHP was welcomed so warmly by
Greenwich once again!
FORDHAM UNIVERSITY SALE April 2017, New York City, NY
A collaboration of VHP, Vassar Club of NY, Fordham University and St. John’s
University! A panel on “Social Justice in the Developing World” addressed
ways to re-imagine Haiti featuring our amazing alum Tamsin Chen ’15.
REUNION SALE June 2017, Vassar College
VHP members stayed on campus and met and networked with lots of alums.
As an added bonus, we saw some alumns from the DC sale!

donate

The Grants committee researches
good matches for grants and contacts
organizations hoping to partner with our
work. We are looking for funding sources
to benefit the growing education and
health initiatives.

GRANTS RECEIVED
Rotary International Global Grant
A $54,000 grant for water purification
was awarded through the Poughkeepsie
Arlington and Peekskill Rotary Clubs.
Special thanks to the tenacious and
dedicated efforts of Irene Monck, local
Poughkeepsie resident.
Episcopal Diocese of New York
Final construction of a church and
community center for $41,000 was
awarded to VHP.
FOKAL Grant
We received a $20,000 grant to continue
our reforestation efforts. The grant
was generously given to VHP by FOKAL
(Foundation for Knowledge and Liberty),
a Haitian organization that aims to
reclaim and shape the future of Haiti.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Danny Z. Aronzon, M.D., F.A.A.P
Jackie Eiting
Caryn Halle
Fiona Koch
Andrew Meade, Co-founder
Lila Meade, Co-founder
Debbie Pham
David Schwartz

Please consider making a

MONTHLY RECURRING GIFT

at www.thehaitiproject.org.
Your ongoing support makes a critical difference in Chermaitre.
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Granted !

CONTACT US
Email haitiproject@vassar.edu
Phone 845.797.2123
Website www.thehaitiproject.org
Facebook haitiproj

