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From the Pastor
The strangeness of the season goes on. We continue to gather virtually, 
continue to worship from home, continue to offer love in the most 
physically remote ways possible. The earth itself seems to shift under 
our feet daily. 

This is Easter, and surely things were not as the disciples wished them 
to be that week so long ago. They were required to live on in hope, 
but much of the time the most they could muster was fear. We know 
how they feel. 

But we keep trying. 

Our Zoom fellowship helps us connect; worship is a labor of love for the 
planners and welcome balm for the hundreds of folks who watch; our 
book groups continue to help us make sense of the strangeness; our 
Care Team continues to check in on our friends and members; and our 
Outreach and Social Action folks are raising hell about the dangerous 
conditions for incarcerated citizens. There is always something to do, 
always a mission of justice and mercy that calls to us. 

We are church. Still, we are church. Maybe this is church in its purest 
form, and we are most we've ever been like those first disciples hiding 
in fear, unable to gather, trying to wrap their heads around what their 
world had become, would become. 

The Easter stories become a new kind of meaningful in the midst of 
such a time, and the worship team is taking seriously the need for 
meaning. This week, Holy Week, we offer two evening options: 

Maundy Thursday, tonight, traditionally the time of the Last Supper 
and altar stripping, Tom and I will offer a brief time of reflection, as 
we read aloud Psalm 22 and a Holy Week litany.  

Good Friday, we'll post the closest thing to a Tenebrae service 
that we can: a zoom call of us reading the stories from the cross, 
interspersed with poetry, prayers and prophecy before we fade 
to utter darkness and a haunting and familiar hymn. 

Then, Easter Sunday, we'll hear the story of the disciples 
meeting the resurrected Jesus on the road to Emmaus, a time 
that filled them with wonder. We could use some wonder. 

I hope you'll join in and find something for your spirit. It is a 
strange and frightening time, but we have ancestors in faith who 
can teach us how to hope.   

Peace I give to you, said Jesus, in the fearful times. This Easter, I 
pray peace for us all.  

With you this week on our own Emmaus Road,    - pastor deb

In the Congregation
We extend our sympathy and care to Diane Thompson and her 
family. Her brother, Gus, died Monday of coronavirus. 
Staff News. Our administrative assistant Ashley Poirier has resigned. 
Due to the pandemic, we do not plan to fill this position immediately. 
If you call the office, Jerry will help get you to the right person. 
Woodside in the News. Guess who showed up in Flint Beat this 
week?! Yep! All about churches learning new ways to be church. You 
can read it here. 

Tithe.ly! 
Woodside is adapting to serve our growing online constituency. We 
are rolling out the "giving" portion of a new church app, which makes 
life easier for all of us. (The full Woodside app will be ready in a few weeks.)

Just go to the app store on your device, and search "tithe.ly." You 
should see an app with the green image shown here (not the blue one). 
Download it, set up an account (you'll have to attach a credit 
card or bank account), then you can search for "Woodside 
Church of Flint" and designate gifts to general, building or 
discretionary funds. Without the app, you can also find a link 
at www.woodsidechurch.net. 

This is going to be so good! 

Holy Week Worship & Fellowship  
Maundy Thursday, 7 pm, Deb and Tom reading prayers and psalms.
Good Friday, 7 pm, Worship Team with an online Tenebrae.  

Easter Sunday, 11 am, Holy Communion! You'll have 
to provide your own bread and beverage, but we'll 
say communion prayers and eat together from a safe 
distance.

All will be posted on Facebook and YouTube at the appointed 
time. Can't make it then? No worries; the videos will remain, 
probably forever.

Easter Parade! We'll Zoom for a virtual post-worship 
meet-up, but with a twist: Easter bonnets! All 
homemade ... newspaper, gift wrap, ribbons, delivery 
boxes, bumper stickers you didn’t put on your car. 

Whatever you've got. Let's have an Easter parade! 
Zoom Cafe! Stay connected to fellow social-distancing 

Woodsiders with mid-week gatherings. Join Wed, 10:30 
am hosted by Jamie Schmidt, or 5 pm hosted by Joe 

Eufinger. Pop in to say hi, or bring a snack and stay a while. 

Where to find it? Links to all that and more here.
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