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Ballet Concerto’s 36th annual SUMMER DANCE CONCERT
will move from Trinity Park to The Heart of the Ranch at Clearfork in Fort Worth
Four performances scheduled in late June will be at wooded site adjacent to The Shops at Clearfork
(Fort Worth Texas, April 6, 2017)…Margo Dean, founder
and artistic director of Ballet Concerto Inc., a Fort Worth institution
that has presented an annual free-to-the-public, fully-staged
professional dance production each June since 1981, has
announced that the company’s SUMMER DANCE CONCERT
performances will move from Trinity Park to The Heart of the
Ranch at Clearfork adjacent to the Trinity River and a part of the
Clearfork Developments in near Southwest Fort Worth.
Concert dates are Thursday, June 22, 2017, for an
invitational gala opening night private performance, followed by free public performances on Friday, June 23; Saturday,
June 24; and Sunday, June 25. Curtain is at 8:30 p.m. except Sunday evening, with curtain at 8:00 p.m. Gates open an
hour before curtain.
Tickets for the private opening night gala start at $100 per person and are available by calling Ballet Concerto at
817-763-5087 or emailing j.simus@jansimusevents.com. Festivities begin at 6:00 p.m.
Friday, Saturday and Sunday public performances offer free for lawn seating; no tickets are required. However,
patrons may purchase preferred location, reserved table seating each evening, starting at $50 per person. For table
details and purchases, call 817-738-7915 or 817-763-5087 or visit the ticketing website.
The program for the 2017 SUMMER DANCE CONCERT, entitled Art of the Dance, will feature four varied works,
two of which are world premieres:
Work

Choreographer

Music

Raymonda

After Marius Petipa,
arranged by Webster Dean

Aleksander Glazunov

Inscape

Bruce Marks

Bela Bartok

Le Tricorne

Luis Montero

Manuel de Falla

World Premier TBA

Elise Lavallee

TBA
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The cast will include Ballet Concerto company dancers and guest professionals who will have arrived in Fort Worth
to audition for roles, rehearse, perform and teach at the annual Ballet Concerto Summer Dance Workshop that begins
in early June and culminates with the concert. The Workshop takes place at Margo Dean School of Ballet. At press
time, featured guest choreographers for 2017 “Art of the Dance” performances include:
•

Luis Montero, renowned Flamenco artist and celebrated Spanish choreographer, traveling to Fort Worth
from his home in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. He has choreographed for Ballet Concerto for 28 years.

•

Bruce Marks, former artistic director of Ballet West, Boston Ballet, and Orlando Ballet, has had a stellar
and distinguished career as principal dancer, artistic director, choreographer, and administrator. Retired
from the stage, he continues to work as a guest choreographer, coach, and teacher as well as acting as
judge for international ballet competitions.

•

Elise Lavallee, an experienced dancer, teacher, and choreographer for many productions in the
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. As a student, she trained with Margo Dean School of Ballet and has
performed with Ballet Concerto, Casa Manana, Dallas Theater Center, Lyric Stage, and many other
respected venues. She is both a teacher and choreographer at Margo Dean School of Ballet.

With the move to The Heart of the Ranch at Clearfork, Ballet Concerto hopes to be even more accessible to
audiences from throughout the area, according to the company. The Heart of the Ranch at Clearfork, located at 5000
Clearfork Main Street in Fort Worth, TX 76109, has adjacent parking that will easily accommodate 800 cars. Nearby
residential properties and numerous retail and restaurant businesses are within walking distance. Chisholm Trail
Parkway access is within a quarter-mile.
To open the four-performance schedule, the Thursday evening
SUMMER DANCE CONCERT debut gala, Ballet, Burgers and Beaujolais, is a
fund raiser; patrons are admitted by pre-purchased ticket only. The evening
starts at 6:00 p.m. and includes fine wine and other potables, a gourmet
hamburger feast and both a silent and live auction before the curtain rises for
the opening night performance. Local artist Avery Kelly’s commemorative
limited edition Art of the Dance posters will be on sale at the gala; the original
oil painting that inspired the poster will be auctioned off. Gala hosts include
chairs Jan Simus Curry, Ray Griffith, and the Board of Directors of Ballet Concerto, Ellen Dast, president. To purchase
gala tickets, beginning at $100 per person, please call (817) 763-5087.
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday evening general admission lawn seating (appropriate for picnics) is free and open to
the public; many attendees bring their own lawn chairs and blankets. No tickets are required.
In addition to the free admission, preferred table seating tickets are available for purchase beginning
at $50 for single seats, a table for four at $200, and a reserved table of 10 for $500. For more on table seating, visit
balletconcerto.com or call (817) 763-5087.
“We are absolutely thrilled to offer our mixed repertoire production this year at The Heart of the Ranch at
Clearfork,” Ms. Dean said. “We are incredibly grateful to the Edwards family for their support in facilitating our
production at this glorious site.”
For the past 12 years, the SUMMER DANCE CONCERT performances have been held at the Trinity Park Pavilion
just east of the Trinity River on West 7th Street. Following the river southwest, the stunning new The Heart of the Ranch
at Clearfork venue has groves of mature oaks and views of the Trinity. It’s just off Chisholm Trail Parkway, close to
TCU, and next door to popular destinations like Press Café and to the expanding Shops at Clearfork, where Neiman
Marcus recently relocated.
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Margo Dean is herself a Fort Worth institution. In addition to founding the company and dancing professionally for
decades, she launched the Fort Worth Ballet Association in the 1950s and the careers of scores of successful
professionals. Fort Worth Ballet Association has evolved into today’s Texas Ballet Theatre. She continues teaching at
her ballet studio and school formed nearly sixty years ago, Margo Dean School of Ballet, home of the Summer Dance
Workshop.
Leading up to the performances, this year’s Summer Dance Workshop has over three weeks of classes for
intermediate through advanced and professionals, as well as adult classes in ballet, pointe, jazz, and Flamenco taught.
Classes are taught by resident faculty, SUMMER DANCE CONCERT company dancers, and visiting guest teachers
and master teachers.
Instructors will include Mr. Marks, Webster Dean, Ruben Gerding, Liuba Paterson, Rose Miller, Courtney
Sebastian, Kathy Head Kiefer, Brandon Nguyen, Elise Lavallee, Perla Montoya, Libby Kroger and Kathleen Steiner. For
Workshop information and registration, please contact registrar Debbie Evans at margodeanschool@att.net or call 817738-7915.
The annual SUMMER DANCE CONCERT is made possible through individual, corporate and foundation
donations and concert sponsorships. The underwriting enables the company to offer their production free to the public.
2017 Art of the Dance sponsorships are available at the following levels:
Etoile Sponsors
Pas de Deux Sponsors
Corps de Ballet Sponsors

$ 25,000
10,000
5,000

Encore Sponsors

1,500

To coincide with the move to The Heart of the Ranch at Clearfork and for the first time, Ballet Concerto will feature
a local fine artist’s work on a commemorative 2017 SUMMER DANCE CONCERT poster that ties into the theme, Art of
the Dance. Avery Kelly has created an original oil on canvas (30” X 40”), Art of the Dance, that will be reproduced as
signed, limited edition posters on sale at the Gala and, if posters remain, also for sale during the SUMMER DANCE
CONCERT performances. Ballet Concerto is talking to nearby
businesses who might be interested in displaying the work during the
weeks preceding opening night. The original painting will be auctioned
off at the Thursday evening gala festivities. Proceeds from the painting
and poster sales will benefit Ballet Concerto Inc.
Avery Kelly is a contemporary artist whose work centers on the
beauty and energy of the natural world. Specializing in oil painting and
relief printmaking, she strives to convey a sense of joy and mystery
through her work. Her website is averykellyart.com.
Now in its 48th year, Ballet Concerto Inc. is a non-profit performing
arts and educational organization. The company is best known for its annual SUMMER DANCE CONCERT, a free, fully
staged, professional mixed-repertoire ballet production held in an outdoor venue in Fort Worth for four nights in late
June. Ballet Concerto also has a December holiday performance at Will Rogers Auditorium for thousands of school
children in the area, presents lecture demonstrations in February of each year at a number of elementary schools and
runs operation F.I.N.D. (Find and Inspire New Dancers) to identify and provide scholarships for classes and training for
promising young people interested in the art of dance. With a board of directors of 15 and an advisory board of 28, the
organization accepts memberships from $25.00 annually. For membership information, please contact
j.simus@jansimusevents.com or call 817-763-5087. #

Photo Credits: Page 1 Perry Langenstein; Page 2 Barbara Pendleton; Page 3 Perry Langenstein, photo of oil painting by Avery Kelly
Additional art/images available.

April, 2017 | Page 3

FACT SHEET
Ballet Concerto SUMMER DANCE CONCERT Gala Opening Night
Ballet, Burgers, and Beaujolais
Gala Opening
Night Event

Date and Time
Location
Benefitting

Ballet, Burgers, and Beaujolais is a gala opening night dinner party and performance at
The Heart of the Ranch at Clearfork to raise funds for Art of the Dance, Ballet Concerto’s
2017 SUMMER DANCE CONCERT. This is an invitation-only event on Thursday evening,
June 22, 2017, just before the 2017 SUMMER DANCE CONCERT opens to the public on
Friday, June 23, 2017. Interested guests may request an invitation and purchase tickets.
Thursday, June 22, 2017, at 6:30 p.m.
The Heart of the Ranch at Clearfork, 5000 Clearfork Main Street Fort Worth, TX 76109
Ballet Concerto Inc. is a non-profit performing arts and educational organization now in its
48th year. Founder and artistic director is Margo Dean and associate artistic director is
Webster Dean.
The company is best known for its annual SUMMER DANCE CONCERT held in an
outdoor venue in Fort Worth, presenting a fully staged, professional, mixed rep production
on stage for four nights at the end of June. Performances feature international guest
chorographers, company dancers, and guest artists, as well as opportunities for Summer
Dance Workshop participants.

Hosts
Invitations and
Tickets

Jan Simus Curry and Ray Griffith, gala chairs; the board of directors of Ballet Concerto
Interested individuals may request invitations by calling 817-763-5087 or emailing
j.simus@jansimusevents.com and purchase tickets for the evening begin at $100 per
person, open seating. Table sponsorships are available. Table sponsors also become
SDC sponsors through their donations and have reserved table seating. Each sponsorship
level includes a reserved table for 10. Levels:
•
•
•
•

Additionally

Current
Sponsors
For Invitations

For More

April 2017

Etoile underwriting sponsors (2): $25,000.
Pas de Deux sponsors (6): $10,000.
Corps de Ballet sponsors (4): $ 5,000.
Encore sponsors: $1,500.

Dinner with wine and other potables. Silent and live auction. Full performance.
On the live auction block, among other luxury items, will be an original oil painting to
commemorate the first Ballet Concerto SUMMER DANCE CONCERT to be held at The
Heart of the Ranch. Avery Kelly, a respected local artist, will donate an original oil on
canvas (40”x 30” oil on canvas) created especially for Art of the Dance. The artist will be
on hand June 22 to sign limited-edition commemorative posters of the painting that will
also be available for purchase that evening.
Crawford Edwards, Garvey Texas Foundation; William E. Scott Foundation; Ryan
Foundation; Amon G. Carter Foundation.
To receive an invitation or to become a sponsor of the Gala, please contact Jan Simus
Curry, j.simus@jansimusevents.com or (817) 763-5087.
Contact Ballet Concerto (817) 763-5087 or email j.simus@jansimusevents.com .

FACT SHEET
Ballet Concerto’s 2017 SUMMER DANCE CONCERT Art of the Dance
2017 Performances Art of the Dance, a mixed repertoire program. Running time approximately 120 minutes.
Location The Heart of the Ranch at Clearfork, 5000 Clearfork Main Street Fort Worth, TX 76109
Program Raymonda (choreography after Marius Petipa, music by Aleksander Glazunov, staging by
Webster Dean)
Inscape (choreography by Bruce Marks, music by Bela Bartok, staged by Webster Dean)
Le Tricorne (choreography by Luis Montero, music by Manuel de Falla) -- WORLD
PREMIERE
New work TBA (choreography by Elise Lavallee, music tba) -- WORLD PREMIERE
Organization Founded in 1969, Ballet Concerto is a dance company that produces, among other
performances and educational outreach efforts throughout the year, the popular
SUMMER DANCE CONCERT, an out-of-doors, fully staged professional production in June
that is free to the public.
Dates Thursday, June 22, 2017: 6:00 p.m., a ticketed private opening night performance and gala.
and Times Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 23, 24, 25: Public performances (with free lawn seating
and ticketed, purchased table seating). Curtain each night is at 8:30 p.m. except Sunday,
which is at 8:00 p.m. Gates open an hour before curtain.
Tickets Three of the four performances are free and open to the public. Audience members may bring
blankets for picnics or carry in their own chairs. As well, there will be reserved location table
seating available for purchase. Single table seat tickets are $50. Table for four is $200; table
for ten is $500. Buy tickets at balletconcerto.com or phone 817-763-5087.
Concessions and Concert goers may bring picnic baskets and refreshments. Tickets for table seating are
Amenities available for purchase. As well, concessions will be on site, with food and drink available.
Free onsite parking available for 800 vehicles
Contact For Friday-Sunday performance table tickets, go to balletconcerto.com or call 817-763-5087.
For more information about Ballet Concerto or Art of the Dance SUMMER DANCE CONCERT
2017, call 817-763-5087.
For Thursday opening night private gala event information and tickets, call Jan Simus Curry
817-763-5087.
Opening Night Gala
and
Commemorative
Poster

4/7/17

Thursday, June 22, 6:30 p.m, an invitation only, private performance and gala fundraiser to
benefit Ballet Concerto. Includes dinner and wine, a silent and live auction, and the full
performance. A first this year, local artist Avery Kelly will donate an original 40”x 30” oil on
canvas to commemorate the first Ballet Concerto SUMMER DANCE CONCERT to be held at
The Heart of the Ranch at Clearfork. Limited edition posters will be available for purchase.
For information about sponsorship and underwriting opportunities and to request invitations
or purchase tickets to the opening night gala performance, call 817-763-5087.

FACT SHEET
Ballet Concerto’s 2017 Summer Dance Workshop, June 5-23, 2017
The Workshop

The Summer Dance Workshop is a dance intensive held by Ballet Concerto from
June 5-23, 2017, leading up to the SUMMER DANCE CONCERT. Classes are held
at the Margo Dean School of Ballet, founded in 1950, with studios at 3803 Camp
Bowie Blvd., in the Fort Worth Cultural District.
The workshop provides opportunities for dancers from intermediate (minimum age
10) to advanced, professional company and adult levels. Participants experience
master classes by guest teachers on an ongoing basis during June.

Sponsoring
Organization

Ballet Concerto is a non-profit performing arts and educational organization now in
its 48th year. Founder and artistic director is Margo Dean, and associate artistic
director is Webster Dean.
The company is best known for its annual SUMMER DANCE CONCERT, a free
ballet concert held in an outdoor venue in Fort Worth, presenting a fully staged,
professional mixed repertoire production for four nights at the end of June, this year
at The Heart of the Ranch at Clearfork. Performances feature international guest
chorographers and professional dancers and provide audition opportunities for
Summer Dance Workshop participants.

Workshop Location

Ballet Concerto rehearsal studios, 3803 Camp Bowie Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76107

Classes Available

Ballet, Pointe, Variations, Jazz, and Flamenco

Instructors, Guest
Teachers, and
Resident Faculty

Bruce Marks, guest master teacher and choreographer. Also, Webster Dean, Ruben
Gerding, Luiba Patterson, Kathleen Steiner, Rose Miller, Courtney Sebastian, Kathy
Head Kiefer, Brandon Nguyen, Elise Lavallee, Perla Montoya, Libby Kroger.

Workshop Cost

Class Times

Class times will be in the mornings and evenings during the three weeks in June and
are listed in our printed brochure; please call (817) 738-7915 to request a brochure.

Performance
Opportunities

Professional class participants may audition for Ballet Concerto 36th annual
SUMMER DANCE CONCERT, Art of the Dance, a mixed repertoire program that will
be held on four evenings at the end of June, 2017.

Contact Information
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Workshop class session packages range from $115 to $450 for all three weeks.
Intermediate and advanced classes are by audition only, held by appointment prior
to the start of the workshop. Company classes are by invitation only.

Debbie Evans, Ballet Concerto Inc. Summer Dance Workshop Registrar,
BalletInfo@ATT.net, call (817) 738-7915, or visit margodeanballet.com.
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AVERY KELLY

WORK

ABOUT

EXHIBITS

CONTACT

Avery Kelly is a contemporary artist whose work centers on
the beauty and energy of the natural world. Specializing in
oil painting and relief printmaking, she strives to convey a
sense of joy and mystery through her work.
Avery earned her MA and MFA in Studio Art from the
University of Texas at Tyler, and a BFA in Painting from
Texas Christian University. She also holds a BA in
Environmental Studies from the University of Redlands,
in California. Currently living in her hometown of Fort
Worth, Texas, Avery teaches at local colleges. When not
working in the studio, she enjoys observing her subjects
outdoors, running, swimming, and hiking.

Artist Statement
My work centers on the beauty and energy of the natural world. I depict the dynamism and vibrant vitality of
the landscape and the life we find there. I intend to capture a dynamic instant - to convey the power, energy,
and the inexplicable that are present within a specific moment in time.
My subject matter is based on a strong interest in the outdoors. Earning a prior degree in Environmental
Studies in addition to past experiences cultivated my interest in relationships between elements of the
landscape, as well as curiosity about perception and animals. Within paintings that include animals, I am
interested in the animals' engagement with one another, the viewer, and the surrounding environment.
Through my work, I intend to convey a sense of joy and mystery about the world around us.
I work quickly with brush and palette knife; for me painting relates to the energy of physical sports. The
interplay of various methods of paint handling and varying levels of intensity, detail, and contrast within the
paint create momentum within the works. My use of paint integrates abstraction with representation. I want
the paint handling to have a direct and intentional quality, contributing to a believable moment that is yet
imaginary or unknown. I use luminance and color to convey the vitality of the natural world.
I see the instant created in each piece as a snapshot from a moment in time. Photography informs how I
compose my work, what is fully within the frame or cropped, what is included or left out. Taking photographs
contributes to my artistic practice and serves as a sketchbook for my observations. Researching and
gathering photographs of animal subjects also supports my work.
Printmaking provides me with another way to approach my subject matter, to express my ideas with a
different set of variables. I enjoy the direct action of carving the plate, and the intensity of contrast provided
by black and white. I use line, shape, and pattern to create atmosphere and rhythm. I enjoy working on a
smaller scale, creating a different type of conversation with the viewer.
My creative process is enriched through finding kinship with other artists, as well as naturalists and writers. I
am inspired by my ongoing investigations and study of other artists' work, as well as my reading of animal
stories, illustrated literature, and natural history.
I hope that viewers of my work will experience the excitement I feel when creating, and that the work will be
an inspiration to others' vision and imagination.
Call or Email the Studio:
817.692.4179
averykelly01@gmail.com
Sign up to receive email notification of Avery's works, exhibits, and news.
Name

Email Address

Subscribe Now

Copyright © 2016 Avery Kelly
All rights reserved.

http://www.averykellyart.com/about
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Backgrounder
Art of the Dance, Ballet Concerto SUMMER DANCE CONCERT
Raymonda, choreography Marius Petipa, arrangement Webster Dean
After an illustrious career in France, Marius Petipa became Premier Ballet Master of the Russian Imperial Theatre, producing more than
60 full-evening ballets and innumerable shorter works. His contributions are the cornerstones of the entire school of Russian ballet.
Russian ballet vaulted to international fame and inspired the canon of 20 th Century ballet.
His Raymonda is a ballet originally staged in three acts that debuted at the Imperial Mariinsky Theatre in 1898 in St. Petersburg. The
ballet is famous for its Grand Pas Classique known as the Grand Pas Classique Hongrois or Raymonda Pas de Dix from the third Act,
which is often extracted from the full-length work to be performed independently.
The SUMMER DANCE CONCERT performance of Raymonda will feature Shea Johnson & Melian Izotova.
Born in Marseilles, France, in the year 1818, Marius Petipa began his dance training at the age of seven with his father, Jean Petipa,
the French dancer and teacher. Marius was educated at the Grand College in Brussels, studying music at the conservatory, as he
disliked dancing in those early years. Nevertheless, his progress was so great that he made his debut in 1831 in his father's production
of Gardel's La Dansomanie. In 1834, Jean Petipa became ballet master at the theatre in Bordeaux and moved there for Marius to
complete his education. Marius became the premier danseur at the theatre in Nantes by age 16. In 1839, Marius left Nantes to tour
North America with his father, returning to Paris where he soon made his debut at the Comedie Française, partnering Carlotte Grisi. He
thereafter became a principal dancer in Bordeaux. After a time in Spain in 1845 to work at the King's Theatre, Madrid, he studied
Spanish dance and choreographed Carmen et Son Terero, La Perle de Seville, and other works. Petipa’s first great success was The
Daughter of Pharaoh (staged in six weeks), resulting in his appointment as Choreographer-in-Chief in 1862, a position he held for
nearly 50 years.

Le Tricorne, choreography Luis Montero (world premiere)
Inspired by a Spanish ballet originally choreographed by Léonide Massine for Ballets Russes with music composed by Manuel de Falla
and designs by Pablo Picasso, Luis Montero’s world premiere for the 2017 SUMMER DANCE CONCERT employs a Spanish setting,
dance techniques and folk elements. Massine’s Le Tricorne first premiered in the summer of 1919 in London’s Alhambra Theater by
Diaghilev’s Ballet Russe. Taken from Pedro Antonio de Alarcón y Ariza’s Andalusian story, El sombrero de tres picos (The threecornered hat -1874), the piece reflects Massine’s successful collaboration with Pablo Picasso, resulting in a production that was a
critical and enduring success. Nearly 100 years later, Montero’s ballet is a love story set in the eighteenth century in a small Spanish
village, where a miller and his wife, although very much in love, flirt with passers-by to test each other’s affection.
Born in Granada, Spain, and now a US citizen, Luis Montero studied Spanish Classical, Folkloric and Flamenco dance with many of
Spain’s masters. A professional dancer by the age of fifteen, Luis Montero has performed throughout the world as Principal Dancer,
performing among other esteemed dancers, such as Jose Greco. He has danced with major ballet and opera companies in the U.S.,
Canada, Russia, Italy, France, Denmark, China and Japan. His resume also boasts choreographing the 2010 Winter Olympic goldmedal-winning ice-dancing routine for Canadians Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir. He choreographed Bolero for Ballet Concerto in 1990
and since then has staged the performance for companies throughout the U.S. and in Japan and Denmark. Among his highly acclaimed
choreographic works are El Amor Brujo, For Whom the Bell Tolls, The House of Bernarda Alba, Ravel’s Bolero, Rodrigo’s Concerto
Andaluz and his balletic version of Bizet’s opera Carmen. He has choreographed and performed in modern and postmodern dance,
musical comedy, grand opera and classical ballet both on stage and on television. Luis has received many grants and awards for his
work in the Spanish style, including grants from Northern Illinois University, Sam Houston State University, Mercyhurst College and
Interlochen Arts Academy. He conducts master classes, seminars and workshops in Spanish dance, and he also choreographs in
Mexico where he has a winter home in Puerto Vallarta.
Le Tricorne composer, Manuel de Falla, was born in Cadiz, Spain, where he studied piano from his mother and later went on to Madrid
to study composition with Felipe Pedrell. He rescored Le Tricorne for Léonide Massine.

Inscape, choreography Bruce Marks, re-staged by Webster Dean
Choreographer Bruce Marks' Inscape is an abstract duet to a movement from Bartok's Sixth String Quartet. Vacillating, like the music,
between gnomic pathos and crisp angularity, it’s an inventive and compact representation of Marks' background in both modern dance
and classical ballet. Once described by well known ballet critic Olga Maynard as “lovers as enemies,” the underlying theme is of two
lovers trying to escape into each other, hence inscape.
Bruce Marks, a New York City native, received his training at the New York High School of Performing Arts, Brandeis University and
The Juilliard School. At age 14, he began his performing career when he created the role of the young boy in Pearl Lang’s Rites. He
continued his ballet training with Margaret Craske, Antony Tudor and Mattlyn Gavers at the Metropolitan Opera School and joined the
corps de ballet there in 1956, becoming premier danseur in 1958. He joined American Ballet Theatre (ABT) in 1961 where he soon
became one of the most respected and versatile of ABT’s male contingent, excelling in both modern and classical ballets. Shortly after
his arrival, he was promoted to principal dancer. He created one of the two leading male roles in the American premiere of Harald
Lander’s Etudes, as well as the leading role of Prince Siegfried in ABT’s first full-length production of Swan Lake. Marks was the first to
be entrusted with the roles of Jose Limon when he danced The Moor’s Pavane and The Traitor for ABT.
During his ten years with ABT, Marks appeared as guest artist with the Royal Swedish Ballet (1963-64) and London Festival Ballet. In
1971, he became the first American principal dancer of the Royal Danish Ballet and remained there for five years, mastering the 19th
century works of August Bournonville.
Bruce Marks has partnered some of the world’s great ballerinas, including Natalia Makarova, Cynthia Gregory, Eva Evdokimova, Maria
Tallchief, Lupe Serrano, Violette Verdy, Melissa Hayden and Toni Lander, whom he married in 1966. He received the 1995 Capezio
Dance Award for achievement in dance and contributions toward public awareness of dance in America. He also was honored with a
1997 Dance Magazine Award. Dance/USA recognized him in 1998. He holds honorary doctoral degrees from Northeastern University,
Franklin Pierce College, the University of Massachusetts, Wheaton College, and the Juilliard School.

Elise Lavallee
(information on her world premiere piece, to come)

Elise Lavallee is choreographing her Ballet Concerto commission this year for Art of the Dance, the 2017 SUMMER
DANCE CONCERT. Among the numerous musicals, she has choreographed are Merry Widow (University of North
Texas Opera), In the Heights (Artes De La Rosa), Jubilation (Jubilee Theatre) Cabaret (Texas Wesleyan University), A
Very Merry Unauthorized Scientology Pageant (Circle Theatre), and Frog and Toad (Casa Manana). Lavallee was the
assistant choreographer for Figaro (Dallas Opera) and the workshop of Stagger Lee (Dallas Theater Center). She also
was the assistant director for Dallas Theatre Center’s production of Give It Up (Lysistrata Jones), a play that went to
Broadway. Film (DVD) credits include: choreographer for a Barney and Friends music video I Hear Music Everywhere,
and assistant choreographer for Let’s Make Music and Let’s Go to The Fire House. As an instructor, she has worked with
Kids Who Care and was their principal choreographer for eight years.
Lavallee teaches for Margo Dean School of Ballet, Ballet International Elite Academy, All Saints Episcopal School, Texas
Wesleyan University, Dance Theatre of Arlington, and Grand Prairie Fine Arts Academy. As a dancer, Elise trained with
Margo Dean School of Ballet. Professionally she was a member of The Bruce Wood Dance Company and Ballet Concerto
and has performed in many musical theater productions for Casa Manana, Dallas Theater Center, and Lyric Stage,
among others.
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