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A GENEROUS SPIRIT
SELECTED WORK BY BETH BRANT

edited by janice gould

978-1-77133-685-7
$22.95 cdn

5.375" x 8.5" pb, 200 pages
fiction / september 2019

Janice Gould is of mixed European and Concow (koy-
angk’auwi) descent and grew up in Berkeley, California. 
She is a graduate of U.C. Berkeley, where she received 
degrees in Linguistics and English, and of the University 
of New Mexico, where she earned her Ph.D. in English. 
She recently earned a Master’s degree in Library Science 
from the University of Arizona. Janice’s books of poetry 
include  Beneath My Heart (1990); Earthquake Weather 
(1996);  Alphabet (an art book/chapbook, 1990);  Doubters 
and Dreamers (2011); The Force of Gratitude  (2017); and 
Seed (2019). She is the co-editor of Speak to Me Words: 
Essays on American Indian Poetry (2003), published by the 
University of Arizona. Janice is an associate professor in 
Women’s and Ethnic Studies at the University of Colorado, 
Colorado Springs, where she developed and directs the 
concentration in Native American Studies.

A Generous Spirit: Selected Work by Beth Brant collects the writing of Beth Brant (Degon-
wadonti), Mohawk lesbian poet, essayist, and activist. During her life, Brant’s work gave voice 
to an often unacknowledged Two-Spirit identity, and today, her words represent continued 
strength, growth, and connection in the face of deep suffering. A Generous Spirit is Brant’s 
portrait of survival and empathy at the intersection of Native American and lesbian experience. 

Edited by noted Native poet and scholar Janice Gould, A Generous Spirit recounts and en-
acts the continuance of her people and her sisters with distinct, organic voices and Brant’s 
characteristic warmth. Her work is a simultaneous cry of grief and celebration of human 
compassion and connection in its shared experience. Through storytelling, her characters 
wrest their own voices from years of silence and find communion with other souls.

In a new Sapphic Classic, this co-publication by Sinister Wisdom and Inanna Publications 
brings to readers a collection of Beth Brant’s creative work, previously completely out of print. 

Born in Detroit in 1941, Brant maintained a deep link to her Tyendinaga Mohawk Reserve 
(in Ontario) heritage with her paternal grandparents where she learned the culture, language, 
and traditional stories. Brant began writing in 1981 at the age of forty. She was the editor 
of Sinister Wisdom 22/23: A Gathering of Spirit, an anthology of Native American women’s 
writing, and the author of Mohawk Trail (1985), a collection of short stories, poems, and 
creative nonfiction and Food and Spirits (1991), among other books. Her fiction embraces 
the themes of racism, colonialism, abuse, love, community, and what it means to be Native. 

Writing as Witness: Essays and Talk, Brant’s volume of essays, was pub-
lished in 1994 and covers a range of subjects regarding the writer’s craft 
and its meaning. She edited a series of autobiographical stories told by 
the Elders of the Tyendinaga Mohawk territory called I’ll Sing Till the 
Day I Die: Conversations with Tyendinaga Elders, which was published 
in 1995. In 2003, Brant continued with her second collection of essays 
called Testimony from the Faithful. She played a pivotal role as one of 
the first Native lesbian writers in North America, She passed away in 
August 2015.

Promotional Plans
• Toronto and Berkeley, CA,  launches
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Calgary, and Montreal launches and readings

• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series

• Ads in trade and literary magazines 

BLUE BEAR WOMAN
a novel by ViRginia PeSeMaPeo BoRdeleau

translated by SuSan ouRiou & chRiStelle MoRelli

978-1-77133-681-9
$22.95 cdn
5.5" x 8.25" pb, 250 pages
fiction / september 2019

Virginia Pesemapeo Bordeleau is an 
internally-recognized visual artist and 
published author of Cree origin. She has 
published three novels and two poetry 
collections in French. Born in Rapides-
des-Cèdres in 1951, of a Cree mother 
and a mixed-race Quebecois father, she 
holds a Fine Arts Baccalaureate and has 
participated in numerous exhibitions in 
Quebec, United States, Mexico, Den-
mark, and received several awards for her 
art. In 2007, she published her first novel, 
Ourse Blue. Her collection of poetry, De 
rouge et de blanc (2012) was awarded the 
Abitibi-Témiscamingue literary prize. 
Her subsequent novels include L’amant 
du lac (2013) et L’enfant hiver (2014). 
She lives in Abitibi, in northwest Quebec.

Blue Bear Woman or Ourse bleue is the first novel published in Quebec written by an Indig-
enous woman. The story of a young Cree woman’s search for her roots and identity, this is 
also the author’s debut novel, originally published in 2007, and it will be her second book 
to be published in English. 

The novel has been described as a “texte de resistance,” showing contemporary Indigenous 
life and the impact on the Cree of the building of the Eastmain dam in northern Quebec, 
posited as “virgin” territory, yet which has actually been part of the Cree traditional territory 
since time immemorial. In search of her roots, Victoria takes a trip to the country of her 
Cree ancestors with her companion, Daniel. It is a long journey to the north along the shores 
of James Bay. Colours, smells, and majestic landscapes arouse memories that soon devolve 
into strange and hauntings dreams at night. In bits and pieces, uncles, aunties, and cousins 
arrive to tell the story of Victoria’s family and bring with them images of her childhood that 
are tinged both with joy and sadness. 

Guided by her totem, the Blue Bear, Victoria  returns home to make peace with her soul, 
as well as release the soul of her great-uncle, a hunter who has been missing in the forest for 
over twenty years.

Susan Ouriou is an award-winning literary translator (French and Spanish to English), fiction 
writer and conference interpreter. Among her co-translations is Virginia Pesemapeo Borde-
leau’s first novel published in translation, Winter Child, and Emmanuelle Walter’s non-fiction 
book, Stolen Sisters: The Story of Two Missing Girls, Their Families and How Canada Has Failed 
Indigenous Women, which was shortlisted for the Governor General’s award for translation. An 
earlier translation, Pieces of Me, won that same award. She is the editor of Languages of Our 
Land: Indigenous Poems and Stories from Quebec and the anthology Beyond Words: Translating 
the World. For many years, she translated and interpreted for the Banff Centre’s Indigenous 
Writing residency. She has also interpreted for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
and the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. She 
lives in Calgary, Alberta.

Christelle Morelli is a literary translator and teacher in Calgary’s Francophone school system. 
She has translated works of poetry and fiction, including Virginia Pesemapeo Bordeleau’s 
Winter Child, and was short-listed for the Governor General’s translation award for Stolen 
Sisters. Born in France, she has lived in Quebec and Western Canada, and currently lives in 
Calgary, Alberta.
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THE OCCULT PERSUASION AND                   
THE ANARCHIST’S SOLUTION
a novel by liSa de nikolitS

978-1-77133-649-9
$22.95 cdn

5.5" x 8.25" pb, 300 pages
fiction / september 2019

Originally from South Africa, Lisa de 
Nikolits is an award-winning author 
whose work has appeared on recom-
mended reading lists for both Open 
Book Toronto and the 49th Shelf, as 
well as being chosen as a Chatelaine 
Editor’s Pick and a Canadian Living 
Magazine Must Read. Her published 
novels include: The Hungry Mirror; 
West of Wawa; A Glittering Chaos; The 
Witchdoctor’s Bones; Between The Cracks 
She Fell; The Nearly Girl; No Fury Like 
That (which will be published in Ital-
ian, under the title Una furia dell’altro 
mondo, in 2019); and Rotten Peaches. 
Lisa lives and writes in Toronto and is 
a member of Sisters in Crime; Toronto 
Chapter, Sisters in Crime; Mesdames 
of Mayhem; and The International 
Thriller Writers.

The Occult Persuasion and the Anarchist’s Solution is about a couple experiencing a mid-life 
crisis. The husband loses his job as editor of a financial magazine. Neither are happy with 
their aging bodies. He seems to have gotten by with charm and frozen emotions. The wife 
has no idea how angry she is with him for his detachment. It is her idea to sell the house 
and just travel. But he is not coping well with retirement, so he simply walks off a ferry in 
Australia and leaves her. He steals a cat (well, he steals an expensive SUV that happens to 
have a cat onboard) and he flees Sydney, ending up in Apollo Bay, a few hours south-west 
of Melbourne, where he falls in with a group of anarchists and punk rockers in a tattoo 
parlour, planning revolution. Meanwhile, the wife sits tight in Sydney with no idea of where 
her husband might be or what happened. She moves into the red-light Kings Cross area, 
befriending the owner of the hostel, a seventy-year-old ex-cop drag queen from Saint John, 
New Brunswick, and waits to hear from her husband. When she learns that her husband is 
fine, consumed by wrath, she invokes the angry spirit of an evil nurse, a key player in the 
terrible Chelmsworth sleep therapy in which many patients died (historical fact). 

While Lyndon gets in touch with his original career ambition to become an artist and wrestles 
with anarchism and capitalism, Margaux gets in touch with her rage and meets people who 
can help her deal with it. A serio-comedic thriller about a post-retirement couple who embark 
on an unintentionally life-changing around-the-world adventure, The Occult Persuasion and 
the Anarchist’s Solution is about the meaning of life, healing from old wounds, romantic love 
at all ages, and how with love and passion, we can make a difference, at any age.

Lisa de Nikolit’s ninth novel is a one-of-kind punk-themed suspense thriller that combines 
the winning elements of many bestselling novels. A picaresque thriller with elements of punk 
rock, combined with domestic thriller intrigue, aspects of esoteric spirituality, unexpected 
adventures, and a brand new cast of unique, hilarious, and relatable characters.

“The Occult Persuasion and the Anarchist’s Solution is a very adult Alice in Wonderland with a 
dash of The Conjuring: readers will be smiling one moment and breaking out in goose bumps 
the next. As one character succinctly points out, “Things come to light in the darkness.” 
Warm, witty, wildly imaginative and inspiring, The Occult Persuasion and the Anarchist’s 
Solution puts the “joy” in joyride! Lisa de Nikolits is one of the most exciting authors in 
CanLit today and this funny, fearless new novel will not disappoint her fans.” 

—heather babcock, author of Filthy Sugar (forthcoming 2020)

“Lisa de Nikolits’ imagination has a seemingly unlimited cast of colourful characters and 
she uses several of them to full effect in this, her latest look into her wonderous mind. An 
Oakville couple having a mid-life crisis in Australia is the stepping off point of another of 
de Nikolits’ imaginative adventures, full of colourful characters and witty, but realistic dia-
logues about life, anarchy, capitalism, and tattoos.” –james fisher, The Miramichi Reader

Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Peterborough, Kingston, Ottawa, Halifax, Moncton and St. John’s reading launches
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Huntsville, Halifax and Moncton launches and readings

• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series

• Ads in trade and literary magazines 

TRAPS: A ROBIN MACFARLAND MYSTERY
a novel by Sky cuRtiS

978-1-77133-669-7
$22.95 cdn
5.5" x 8.25" pb, 250 pages
fiction / september 2019

Sky Curtis travelled extensively around 
Europe after graduating from university 
and then lived in rural Nova Scotia where 
she had various poems published in estab-
lished literary journals and her first play 
produced by CBC Halifax.  After briefly 
living in England, she then moved to To-
ronto with her husband and supported her 
young family by ghost writing high school 
textbooks, designing educational software, 
writing magaz,ine articles, teaching, script 
writing, and creating a syndicated children’s 
column. Sky now divides her time between 
living in downtown Toronto, backwoods 
Nova Scotia, and Northern Ontario. She 
has authored over a dozen books and is 
passionate about social justice issues and 
the environment. The first and second novel 
in the Robin MacFarland Mystery Series, 
Flush and Plots, were published by Inanna 
Publications in 2017 and 2018. Flush was 
shortlisted for the 2018 Arthur Ellis Award 
for Crime Fiction.

After dealing with the grizzly murder of a sexual assault victim near her cottage in Huntsville, 
Ontario, Robin MacFarland, the feisty Home and Garden reporter for a major Toronto paper, 
feels she must go elsewhere for a peaceful family holiday. She, her cop boyfriend Ralph, and 
her adult kids, travel to the beautiful, long, sand beaches on the South Shore of Nova Scotia 
for a few weeks in August. 

She continues to tussle hilariously with her weight, drinking too much wine, feelings to-
wards her boyfriend, and spiritually while coping with a dry well in the cottage she’s rented, 
systemic racism issues in the local population, and escalating anger towards the fish farms 
dotted along the shore which are destroying the lobster industry. The sensational murder of 
a local politician coupled with the “accidental” death of the owner of the fish farms captures 
her interest. 

When she mentions the situation to her editor at the Toronto Express, her best friend Cindy, 
a crime reporter at the paper, is dispatched to cover the story. Again, Robin finds herself in 
the position of convincing everyone that the accidental death was no accident, that the two 
deaths are intertwined, and that the murder weapon is extremely ironic.

Praise for Plots, the second book in the series:

“Robin MacFarland is back in the second mystery of what I hope will be a long series 
by Sky Curtis. Our heroine is as un-heroine-like as ever, and just as hilarious, clever, 
and quick to rise to the sexist remarks of a small town police chief or the annoying 
habits of her class-conscious brother. The baffling mystery will keep you guessing, 
but the banter between Robin and her newsroom pal, Cindy, will keep you laugh-
ing. If you’ve ever spent time at a summer cottage or been bitten by a mosquito, this 
delightful mystery is for you.”
—jan rehner, author of Just Murder, Missing Matisse, and Almost True
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THE TENDER BIRDS
a novel by caRole giangRande

978-1-77133-665-9
$22.95 cdn

5.5" x 8.25" pb, 250 pages
fiction / september 2019

Carole Giangrande is the award-winning 
author of ten books, including the no-
vella A Gardener on the Moon (winner 
of the 2010 Ken Klonsky Award) and 
the novel All That Is Solid Melts Into 
Air (2018 Independent Publishers Gold 
Medal for Literary Fiction). The Tender 
Birds is her fourth novel. She’s worked 
as a broadcast journalist for CBC Radio, 
and her fiction, poetry, articles, and re-
views have appeared in literary journals 
and in Canada’s major newspapers. In 
her spare time, she loves birding with 
her partner Brian, photographing birds, 
and trying to improve her French. She 
lives and writes in Toronto.

Matthew Reilly is a lonely priest haunted by secrets. Young Alison is the shy and devoted 
keeper of Daisy, a falcon that suffered an accident and can no longer fly. When they meet 
in a Boston parish, Matt tells Alison about the day a decade ago when he missed the plane 
out of Logan Airport that tore into one of the Twin Towers. What he hasn’t told her is that 
among the victims was a son that no one knew he’d fathered. 

With no confidantes and close to exhaustion, Matt suffers a heart attack, forcing him to 
reflect on what’s become of his life. He recalls a teaching stint in Toronto a year earlier, his 
encounter with Gavin, a troubled and predatory man, and his discovery that his son had 
a male partner who had perished with him. He remembers returning to Boston, only to 
be perplexed by Alison and the affection that she and her beloved falcon draw from the 
homeless people who live on the Boston Common.

Matt has forgotten a momentary but fateful encounter with Alison eight years earlier in 
Toronto and it’s only when her falcon frightens a child in the parish that even Alison begins 
to recall her terrifying ordeal years ago as a homeless person in Toronto.

“The spirit of brokenness and its redemption lie at the heart of Carole Giangrande’s bril-
liant, at times shattering, novel. Here, human brutality gives way to an abiding hope in the 
unseen order that binds all of creation, in a physical world at once sacred and profane. A 
glorious expression of Giangrandes deeply spiritual vision, The Tender Birds is a rare and 
riveting fusion of ‘the poetry of things imagined,’ gorgeously distilled prose, urgency, and 
exquisite plotting—a literary page-turner of the highest order. I’m in awe of Giangrande’s 
work and the reassuring wisdom that suffuses it, wisdom our world badly needs right now.”
—carol bruneau, author of A Circle on the Surface, A Bird on Every Tree, and These 
Good Hands

“With breathtaking language and gentle insights, this quietly beautiful book gives us good 
people struggling with the mute loneliness imposed by secrets. Through her characters’ love 
for that most ancient of birds—the falcon—Giangrande takes us into the mysteries of faith, 
forgiveness and the search for peace. Thoughtful and thought-provoking, a joy to read, the 
novel lingers long after its close.  
—irene guilford, author of Waiting for Stalin to Die

Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Waterloo, Kingston, Hamilton, and Montreal launches
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Vancouver, Peterborough, Port Hope and Cobourg launches and readings

• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series

• Ads in trade and literary magazines 

WHAT GOES AROUND
a novel by Ruth claRke

978-1-77133-657-4
$22.95 cdn
5.5" x 8.25" pb, 280 pages
fiction / september 2019

Ruth Clarke is the author of five 
non-fiction books. Her short stories 
have appeared in anthologies and she 
has had articles published in daily and 
weekly newspapers and magazines. A 
veteran of the Canadian writing and 
publishing industry, she has worked for 
the Writers’ Union of Canada and the 
Canada Council, co-founded Cannon 
Book Distribution Ltd., and founded 
a writers’ colony. Then she started to 
write for a living. What Goes Around is 
her debut novel. She lives in Roseneath, 
Ontario.

What do a corpse, a painter, two smugglers, a clever ghost, a green parrot, a fashion show, 
and a bank robbery have in common? Set in present-day Central America, a talkative parrot 
witnesses a crime; friendly spirits chaperone, shape, and direct their fellow characters in 
criminal pursuits, in romantic liaisons and in business endeavours, allowing them to make 
amends, and to right some of the wrongs of history through actions reminiscent of legendary 
Robin Hood. 

Simon Patrick, a prominent New York artist, buys a hacienda on the west coast of Costa 
Rica following his second divorce. He inherits a parrot, Don Verde, once a drug mule for 
Marco Alvarez who has left behind the body of his wife, Isabella, in the well. But this is not 
a run-of-the-mill smuggler, nor is Isabella a passive ghost. 

Marco and his partner Antonio are drug dealers; he thinks he has killed his wife Isabella and 
flees to Nicarauga, having released the house and property that Simon has just purchased 
to his parents. Isabella’s spirit tries to reach out to Marco, putting him in the path of Sylvia, 
a survivor of domestic abuse who is a seamstress. When Marco and his partner, Antonio, 
achieve their goal of making a million dollars each, Marco launders his take, and buys an 
estate where Sylvia can move her business and provide a home for other women fleeing from 
abuse, an attempt at karma housecleaning.

At the end of November, the fireworks that Nicaraguans blast gives Antonio the idea of 
planning a robbery during the height of the fireworks before Christmas. He learns of a 
series of underground tunnels dug by nineteenth-century slaves of William Walker, the 
tyrant  who contrived to be president of Nicaragua, declaring English the official language 
and re-instating slavery in the country. The spirit of Walker’s personal slave visits Antonio’s 
partner-in-crime and encourages them in their plot. 

In the meantime, Simon has finished a series of paintings of the parrot and sends them to 
a gallery in New York. The response is great, and he becomes romantically involved with 
Veronica Masters, the owner, also divorced.They travel to Nicaragua to attend a fashion 
show, hosted by Sylvia at Marco’s hacienda. Veronica has found a partner to manage the 
gallery in New York, so she can mount an exhibition of Simon’s work in Costa Rica and 
orders garments from Sylvia, who will also attend the show with Marco. When Marco sees 
the parrot featured in the exhibition, he realizes that Simon purchased his house. And the 
body of his wife. 

In life, Isabella was argumentative, aggressive and abusive to her husband. She died in the 
midst of an irrational argument, fueled by a talkative parrot. In her passing to the spirit world, 
she atones for her actions, helping Marco to mend his heart, and offering some recompense 
to the descendants of William Walker’s slaves by letting Antonio realize his nefarious dream.  
She appears to them all, at various times throughout the story, one they all finally share. 

For lovers of magic realism, his novel offers a terrific tale of friendship, thievery, haunting, 
and finally redemption.
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LOOK AFTER HER
a novel by hannah BRown

978-1-77133-673-4
$22.95 cdn

5.5" x 8.25" pb, 280 pages
fiction / september 2019

Hannah Brown is a former kindergar-
ten, elementary, high school adult, and 
college teacher. An appetite for film and 
fine art resulted in two degrees from 
York University in film, and work as 
a screenwriter. Her screenplay, How to 
Call Cows, won first prize from Studio 
D, National Film Board. Her fiction 
has recently appeared in several North 
American literary magazines and a short 
story was chosen as an entry for the 2016 
Journey Prize. She lives in Toronto. Look 
After Her is her debut novel.

Upon the death of their art-loving parents in 1912, two young Jewish adolescents are 
kidnapped by a family friend and taken to a brothel. Hedy ,who is one year older than Su-
sannah, had promised their mother she would look after her sister. They are held captive in 
the brothel by their shared shame and by the younger sister’s forced addiction to morphine. 
Love and psychodrama gives them the courage to finally escape Vienna. Once in England, 
however, Hedy discovers her younger sister Susannah longs to be independent—and in Italy. 
Susannah must escape from her sister to have her own life. 

They both form relationships with men more less of convenience and begin to have in-
dependent business lives of their own. But Hedy suffers a great deal from the loss of of 
her younger sister. At first, the novel is narrated by Hedy. Once they escape, their stories 
alternate and Susannah becomes the narrator. She lets the reader know that while the older 
sister reliable in life, she is not reliable in narrating their shared story: the younger sister has 
been lying to her, directly and indirectly. In 1938, despite the safety they each have found 
among the privileged, they return to Vienna just before Hitler arrives, putting their own 
lives and those of two children in danger. 

The novel contains many interesting social elements: the artsy world of their well-off family 
in Vienna; life as it is enforced in a brothel where the two sisters function as a pair; morphine 
addiction; the psychoanalytic movement of the time as they meet a researcher who works 
with prostitutes; anti-Semitism; life of the upper class in England; and the terror of fascism 
in Italy and Austria. Above all is the relationship of the two sisters and the impact it brings 
to bear on their lives. The final section of the novel moves at a fast clip with constant turns 
and reversals in events and fortunes as both sisters make their escapes.

With the background of anti-Semitism and exploitation, of sex and love and art and dramatic 
ruses, all during the terrifying rise of fascism in Austria and Italy, Look After Her reveals this 
truth: no matter how close we are to another human being, even a beloved sister, that’s what 
we are: close—we all have our own secrets to keep.

Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Kitchener, Waterloo launches; reading at literary festival in Leeds, UK
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, and Vancouver launches and readings

• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series

• Ads in trade and literary magazines 

THIRTY SHADOW BIRDS
a novel by feReShteh MolaVi

978-1-77133-653-6
$22.95 cdn
5.5" x 8.25" pb, 260 pages
fiction / october 2019

Born in Tehran a month after the coup in 1953, Fereshteh 
Molavi lived and worked there as a writer, editor, award-win-
ning translator, and research librarian until 1998 when she 
immigrated to Toronto. While in Iran, unable to publish 
some of her works due to censorship and war, she compiled 
a comprehensive bibliography of short stories in Persian and 
also translated numerous works by internationally-known 
writers. After ceasefire in 1988, she published her first 
novel, Khaneh-ye abr-o-bad (The House of Cloud and the 
Wind); her first collection of short stories, Pari-ye Aftabi 
(The Sun Fairy); and two other works of fiction. In Canada, 
she taught Persian language and literature at the University 
of Toronto and York University, and essay writing at Seneca 
College. As a member of PEN Canada, she was a fellow 
at Massey College and a lecturer-in-residence at George 
Brown College. Molavi has had readings in Sweden, France, 
U.S., and Canada. Her work has appeared in many North 
American anthologies, among them, Speaking in Tongues 
and TOK. Since 2009, she has published two more novels, 
two collections of short fiction, and one collection of es-
says in Persian, which though censored in Iran, have been 
released in Europe. She lives in Toronto.

To pursue her dream of building a life free from violence for her son and herself, Yalda flees 
from her nightmarish past as well as her troubled homeland, Iran. But in her new haven, she 
realizes that nightmares haunt not only her past, but also her present and future. She does 
what she can to survive, but all her plans dissolve like the shadows and ghosts that follow her. 

Having fled from an authoritarian regime, and now living in a North America panic-strick-
en by global terrorism, Yalda is obsessed with all the forms and aspects of violence. She is 
estranged from her beloved son, Nader, who trains to become an armed security guard, and 
this means he is wearing a uniform and carrying weapons, prepared to be violent. She cannot 
forget that her first love was shot and killed by a young prison guard and that her beloved 
stepbrother also met a violent death. This family history is a wound that makes guns taboo 
and Yalda yearns to feel safe in a troubled world. 

The novel is part memory, part dream, and part present, day-to-day struggles for immigrants 
living in Toronto and Montreal.

The book retells a certain aspect of human dilemma: constant conflict between dreams 
and nightmares. As our daily breaking news scream regional wars, terrorist attacks, global 
migration and refugee crisis, one wonders how to feel safe in this troubled world. This is the 
question many people might ask themselves; however, it is not a simple one for a woman 
who has fled from war and violence and is abandoned by her only son. Yalda tries to find 
the answer in her own way; her approach towards problem is exotic 
enough to provoke readers’ curiosity.  

What makes this book different from books with similar themes and 
topics is that it interweaves stories from Tehran with stories from 
Toronto and Montreal. In other word, it frames a modern tale with a 
mythical mystical Persian tale.
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A HARSH AND PRIVATE BEAUTY
a novel by kate kelly

978-1-77133-661-1
$22.95 cdn

5.5" x 8.25" pb, 280 pages
fiction / october 2019

Kate Kelly is an educator, singer/
songwriter, poet, and now a novelist. 
Kate is also a spoken-word artist and 
has competed nationally in Toronto 
and Montreal. She can be found on 
Youtube, performing spoken word 
and a sample some of her writings 
are posted on her blog, https://the-
soulfulside.com. A mother of three, 
she lives and works in Peterborough. 
A Harsh and Private Beauty is her 
debut novel.

A Harsh and Private Beauty is about the life and loves of Ruby Grace, now in her 89th year, 
on a train journey with her granddaughter back to Chicago, the city of her birth. When 
the book opens, Ruby is living in a retirement care home, but as a young woman, she was 
a jazz and blues singer, once trained for a career in opera. 

The novel traces Ruby’s grandparent’s immigration from Ireland to New York City, her 
father, Daniel Kenny’s life in 1920s Chicago—the era of gangsters, nightclubs, rum-run-
ning, and Prohibition—and Ruby’s subsequent life in Montreal and Toronto. Headstrong 
and talented, Ruby struggled with the conventions of the times, was trapped in a marriage 
that forced her to give up her singing career, and in love with another man who shared her 
passion for music.

Now, on the train headed back to a city she cannot remember, to a daughter she hardly 
knows, Ruby tries to look honestly at herself and the choices she has made, choices that 
affected not only her children, but her grandchildren. Ruby has a stroke on route, leaving 
the disconnected story of her life and love in the hands of her granddaughter, Lisa, who 
must reveal a secret to her father, Ruby’s son, that her grandmother guarded all her life.

The book looks at the struggle women artists faced during a time when women were not 
given the type of choices they have today. It is also set during a time of struggle and growth 
of a major city with people largely dispossessed and trying to make meaning in life. The 
novel is timely as we are still struggling with many of these issues and looking back often 
helps us to steer more clearly forward. Readers will be interested in the family dynamics, in 
the music that is present throughout the novel, in the criminal underbelly of the city, and 
in the passion that is a tangible thing between Ruby and Leland.

Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Kingston, Ottawa, Waterloo, and Montreal launches and readings
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Kitchener,  Waterloo and Ottawa launches and readings

• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series

• Ads in trade and literary magazines 

A GRANDMOTHER NAMED LOVE
a novel by a. S. coMPton

978-1-77133-677-2
$22.95 cdn
5.5" x 8.25" pb, 250 pages
fiction / october 2019

A. S. Compton grew up on her family’s 
inter-generational farm in Ontario and 
attended the University of Western 
Ontario, receiving her BA in English 
and Literature in 2012. Before begin-
ning university, she lived in Botswana, 
Africa for her gap year working in HIV 
awareness and outreach. She is active in 
fair trade, social justice, and empowering 
youth initiatives. She loves reading and 
cycling, and still spends much of her 
spare time on the family farm with her 
two children. A Grandmother Named 
Love is A. S. Compton’s first novel. She 
lives in Waterloo.

Lorato lives a comfortable but lonely life in her retirement years, alone in the home her 
husband had built in their rural village on the Kalahari in southern Africa. She becomes a 
grandmother when she adopts Lesedi after the death of a neighbour of from HIV-related 
causes. Then six more children come into Lorato’s care, her biological grandchildren. Now 
primary caregiver for seven grandchildren, she struggles to feed them all, to teach them right 
from wrong, and traditional ways of life in a world shifting and modernizing. We see how 
AIDS as well as cultural changes disrupt traditional life when Lorato’s son dies of the disease. 

Mpho, Lorato’s grown daughter teaches Lesedi to read, to love learning and to dream. Lesedi 
wants nothing more than to go to school like Aunt Mpho and see the world, but providing 
for Lesedi’s education is a challenge. Lorato is concerned about the bullying Lesedi expe-
riences because of the stigma associated with her parents’ AIDS death and abandonment. 

When Lesedi is beaten and raped by a man who felt he could do it because she is an orphan, 
and who believed that raping a virgin would cure him, Lorato and Lesedi face a real crisis 
that may forever change the course of their lives.

This is a story about southern Africa; about women making a way for themselves and their 
children. It’s about another culture, and people interacting with change, and challenging 
tradition. There’s tragedy, disease, and rape, and a child learning to cope and become her 
own person after experiencing violence and tragedy in her young life.
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THE ENVY OF PARADISE
a novel by jocelyn cullity

978-1-77133-589-8
$22.95 cdn

5.5" x 8.25" pb, 300 pages
fiction / october 2019

previously announced

Currently the Director of the BFA pro-
gram in Creative Writing at Truman 
State University in Missouri, Jocelyn 
Cullity’s English family lived in India 
for five generations. Cullity’s short sto-
ries and essays have been published in 
Canadian, American, and Indian literary 
journals. Her award-winning historical 
novel, Amah & the Silk-Winged Pigeons, 
published by Inanna Publications, was 
included in the 2017 International “Rec-
ommended List of 20 Books” by The 
Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction 
honoring books in the UK, Ireland, and 
Commonwealth countries. She supports 
and is affiliated with the All India Dem-
ocratic Women’s Association (AIDWA), 
the largest women’s activist group in the 
world. This second novel is dedicated to 
them. She was born in Australia, grew 
up north of Toronto, Canada, and has 
lived for periods of time in both India 
and England. She currently lives in Co-
lombia, MO.

Jocelyn Cullity’s second book about the Indian city of Lucknow in 1857-1858 follows her 
award-winning novel, Amah and the Silk-Winged Pigeons, and also highlights the important 
role the African-Indian woman, Begam Hazrat Mahal, played in defending India against 
British colonial rule. 

A poignant picture of love and loyalty, and based on historical events, The Envy of Paradise 
is a fictional account of four people who played key roles during the 1857 uprising in 
Lucknow, one of the most significant resistances to English rule in India. Set before Queen 
Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India, the novel follows Begam Hazrat Mahal, the 
African-Indian woman who organized the resistance to English rule; her multi-talented but 
tormented ex-husband, King Wajid ‘Ali Shah; Maryam Pari, manager of the Envy of Paradise 
(a dancing/singing school at the King’s palace); and the conflicted Sir Henry Lawrence who 
was deeply appreciative of Lucknow and its people, yet driven by circumstances to play a 
fateful role in the city’s demise. The Envy of Paradise highlights the triumph that grew out 
of the tragedy of Lucknow. 

Narrated by India’s female freedom fighters of the 1940s who look back ninety years from 
their own resistance to English rule, this passionate story moves back and forth in time as 
a narrative is compiled from the hopes and fears of those who struggled for freedom long 
before India gained independence in 1947. In Jocelyn Cullity’s second, stand-alone book 
on the city of Lucknow, Cullity utilizes the most recent discoveries of historical detail to 
create an illuminating read that is both tragic and triumphant.

Praise for Amah and the Silk-Winged Pigeons:

“A superbly crafted historical novel with impressive attention to a detailed accuracy of events, 
Amah and the Silk-Winged Pigeons is an extraordinarily entertaining read from cover to cover, 
revealing novelist Jocelyn Cullity as having a genuine flair for narrative driven storytelling. 
A truly memorable read, Amah and the Silk-Winged Pigeons is an especially recommended 
addition to community library collections.”—Midwest Book Review

“This historical novel is amazingly detailed and is doubtlessly enhanced through the author’s 
sharing of her personal heritage. The inclusion of a map of Old Lucknow is very helpful. 
Lists of main characters and explanations of Indian terms are genuine gifts from the author 
to her reader.”—U.S. Review of Books

English-language rights for India and the Indian subcontinent and world Tamil rights for 
Amah and the Silk-Winged Pigeons have been sold. French-language rights have also been sold.

Promotional Plans
• Colombia, Kirksville, and Kansas City, MO; Toronto and Markham launches
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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THE DOWAGER EMPRESS
POEMS BY ADELE WISEMAN

edited by elizaBeth gReene

978-1-77133-689-5
$18.95 cdn
6" x 7.5" pb, 100 pages
poetry / september 2019

Elizabeth Greene has published a novel, 
A Season Among Psychics (2018), and 
three books of poetry, The Iron Shoes  
(2007), Moving (2010) and Understo-
ries (2014). Her poems, short fiction, 
and essays have appeared in journals 
and anthologies across Canada, most 
recently in Where the Nights Are Twice 
As Long, ed. David Eso and Jeanette 
Lynes, and The Society for St. Peter’s 
Anthology  (St. Peter’s College, Muen-
ster, Saskatchewan). She has also edited/
co-edited five books, including We Who 
Can Fly: Poems, Essays and Memories in 
Honour of Adele Wiseman which won 
the Betty and Morris Aaron Prize (Jew-
ish Book Awards) for Best Scholarship 
on a Canadian Subject in 1998. She lives 
in Kingston with her son and two cats.

Adele Wiseman, lifelong writing friend of Margaret Laurence, is best known for her novels, 
The Sacrifice, winner of the Governor-General’s Award in 1956, and Crackpot, winner of 
the Canadian Booksellers Association Award in 1974. She also wrote essays, plays, and 
children’s books. 

Wiseman’s poetry, the work of the last ten years of her life, and mostly unpublished, ranges 
in form from haiku to sonnets to subversive feminist epic; in content from poems about 
poetry (“Instructions for Poems in Progress”), to love poems (“In Our Play), to nature poems 
(“Mysteries of Flight”), to family poems, and to political poems, including “The Dowager 
Empress Suite.” 

This is Adele Wiseman writing in her most personal voice. The Dowager Empress: Selected 
Poems by Adele Wiseman rounds out our knowledge of a major Canadian writer.

Adele Wiseman was a mentor to many poets, Anne Michaels and Caroline Anderson among 
them. She was an early feminist, and her themes of the immigrant experience and life on the 
margins are still timely. She was a major Canadian writer, with her own voice and her own 
vision, well connected to other writers of her time (she only passed away in 1992). Adele 
Wiseman’s lifelong friendship and writing friendship with Margaret Laurence, especially, 
means that any of her work will also illuminate Margaret Laurence’s work.

“I found many delightful surprises in this collection by the late Adele Wiseman, most nota-
bly her pithy haikus and short poems. Wiseman was known primarily as a novelist, so who 
would have expected such a wide poetic range—from the acerbic ‘Mopping Up’ to the gently 
lyrical ‘What is the Night?’ Elizabeth Greene deserves kudos for bringing together this book 
of poetry by one of our major authors.”

—kenneth sherman, author of Black River and What the Furies Bring

“Adele Wiseman, who was first and always a novelist, spent the final decade of her life writ-
ing poetry.  Here, in this original selection of her poems, we hear a voice that extends our 
understanding of one of Canada’s most important writers of the twentieth century.”
—ruth panofsky, author of The Force of Vocation: The Literary Career of Adele Wiseman

Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Kingston, Calgary and Edmonton launches/readings

• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series

• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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THE COLOUR OF CLOUDS
poems by linda MaRtin

978-1-77133-693-2
$18.95 cdn

6" x 7.5" pb, 100 pages
poetry / october 2019

Linda Martin is the co-author of seven 
non-fiction books, many on the theme of 
popular culture, especially in the context 
of female experience. She has also scripted 
and directed two documentary films, one 
featuring organic farmers in Ontario and 
the other about an independent movie 
theater complex and museum in cottage 
country Ontario. Linda has worked as 
a Librarian in Vancouver, Melbourne, 
Australia, and Toronto. She lives in To-
ronto. The Colour of Clouds is her debut 
poetry collection. 

The Colour of Clouds features poems that focus on the Greater Toronto area which includes 
a variety of towns, hamlets, cities, and landscapes with a rich history and culture. In a poetic 
and introspective style, this book explores the loss of our links to the past and how the pace 
of development threatens the beauty of our heritage, both built and natural. 

Featured in the poems are writers from Stephen Leacock to Lucy Maude Montgomery to 
Mazo de la Roche, and artists such as Milne, Gladstone, Varley, and Macdonald who were 
inspired by the landscapes of these regions. 

The central themes in this collection are: losses and gains over time in the places where 
we reside; the interplay between our natural world and the built environment;  the often 
tenuous connection between the present and the past in the spaces that we inhabit; and 
ecofeminist theories relating to the exploitation of the natural world and the significant 
connection of women to nature.

This book is timely because green spaces in GTA are under threat from development; 
the concern about loss of farmland being replaced by suburbs; the push by local Heritage 
Societies stronger than ever now in order to save the personality of older towns, especially 
main streets or older neighbourhoods; and the disconnect between Toronto and its close 
neighbours. Readers who are not familiar with the GTA will be interested in knowing that 
many places with a rich heritage are within a close distance to Toronto.  Those who do know 
these places may gain a new perspective.

Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Hamilton, Calgary, and Edmonton launches/readings
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 



INANNA POETRY AND FICTION SERIES    15  

SALT BRIDE
poems by ilona MaRtonfi

978-1-77133-701-4
$18.95 cdn
6" x 7.5" pb, 100 pages
poetry / october 2019

Ilona Martonfi is a Montreal poet born 
in Budapest, writer, editor, creative 
writing teacher, and founder of a writing 
group, Rue Towers Writers. She is the 
author of three collections of poetry, 
Blue Poppy (2009), Black Grass (2012) 
and The Snow Kimono (2015). She has 
published four chapbooks, Visiting the 
Ridge, Charivari, Magda and Adagio  
and her poetry has been featured in 
numerous North American magazines 
and literary journals. She is the founder 
and Arts Director of The Yellow Door 
and Visual Arts Centre Readings, 
co-founder of Lovers & Others, and 
winner of the 2010 Quebec Writers’ 
Federation Community Award. She 
lives in Montreal.

The poems in this collection are sculpted like carnallite crystals and come together as elegi-
ac meditations, drawing on history, and on mythology. Beauty and pathos are wound in a 
tangle of exile, and find a home. Offering free verse, prose poems, haibun, and haiku, Ilona 
Martonfi uses her poetry to build on her activism as a tool for achieving goals, taking a stand. 

The book’s five sections are composed of poetry of witness, ekphrastic poems, resistance 
poems, erasure poems, dream poems, persona poems, elegies. Witness-bearing poetry often 
comes out of great social tragedies. Exile from place, displacement, the refugee, immigrant. 
To disappear into a place. The dispossessed. The personal is political.

“Ilona Martonfi’s latest poetry collection, Salt Bride, is a self-assured tour de force of the 
world’s tragedies, disasters, and atrocities. Using a flattening-out-of-history technique, where 
the past marches in step with the present, Martonfi brings these events up close and personal 
in poems that taste lived. These are telegram-postcards, staccato darts from the heart of 
darkness, scenes of domesticity that suddenly burst into explosive imagery.”
—michael mirolla, novelist, short story writer, poet and playwright 

“In Salt Bride, Ilona Martonfi’s poetry searches for justice. From deep, introspective locations, 
her words bring the reader close to what it means to suffer, to love, and to come to terms 
with loss. A skilled traveler in both inner and outer worlds, Martonfi speaks to us about the 
real, sometimes tragic, complexities of life.”
 —eleni zisimatos, Co-Editor-in-Chief, Vallum Magazine 

“In Salt Bride, Ilona Martonfi listens “to the pain beneath the skin of the streets,” giving 
voice to “[t]he marginal and the maimed. That which is cast out.” In the book’s five sections, 
Martonfi ranges throughout history and far-flung places, to give voice to or lament the dead—
from the female victims sacrificed in bogs to appease pagan gods and goddesses, to victims of 
disasters, crimes, exile, and war, including three-year-old Syrian refugee and drowning victim 
Alan Kurdhi. In paying attention to “[s]craps, threads of memories,” Martonfi endeavours 
to counter “the crude amnesia” that allows history to repeat. The collection includes lyric 
poems, voice poems (stark dramatic monologues) and prose poems, often staccato in rhythm 
and spare in style, but stippled with luminous images: “small lilac skies // across iris bogs / 
willow catkins.” In Salt Bride we encounter a poetry of sorrow and solace.” 
—susan elmslie, author of I, Nadja, and Other Poems 

“Ilona Martonfi’s Salt Bride is a book of beautifully crafted poems of grief and loss, elegies of 
silent struggle, giving voice to human experience before it slips into oblivion. Finely etched 
images of the urban and natural worlds frame each one with a subtle, ironic, yet compas-
sionate resonance and reflection.”
—hugh hazelton, poet and translator, recipient of the 2006 Governor General’s award 
for French-English translation of Joël Des Rosiers’ Vétiver

Promotional Plans
• Montreal launches/readings

• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series

• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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FALLING BACKWARDS INTO MIRRORS
poems by anne SoRBie

978-1-77133-697-0
$18.95 cdn

6" x 7.5" pb, 100 pages
poetry / october 2019

Anne Sorbie was born in Paisley, Scot-
land, and she lives in Calgary. Her fiction, 
poetry, essays, and book reviews have 
been published by The University of 
Alberta Press, Frontenac House, House 
of Blue Skies, and Thistledown Press; in 
magazines and journals such as Alberta 
Views, Geist, and Other Voices; and online 
with Brick Books, CBC Canada Writes, 
Geist, and Wax Poetry and Art. She has 
taught English and Creative Writing at 
Red Deer College and Mount Royal 
University and is a past editor of dAN-
Delion Magazine. Falling Backwards Into 
Mirrors is her third book.

Falling Backwards Into Mirrors is a book that merges poetry and memoir. At the same time, 
it is a collection grounded in the body, naked and spare, wounded and wonderful. Through 
vivid, sensual images that evoke feeling, the speaker embraces the naked architecture of her 
own flesh and bones. In moments of give and take, this healing journey echoes the kind of 
deep explorations once undertaken by Adrienne Rich and Sylvia Plath. 

After a fall from a boat, water, distortions of light, and the blur of close reflection inspire 
the speaker to question the consistency her own surface. She is hamstrung, literally and 
figuratively. She can’t stand unsupported. She can’t walk. She can’t sit. While supine for 
long stretches of time, her mirror becomes a vehicle for metaphor, for seeing, for reflecting, 
and refracting. 

Falling Backwards into Mirrors begins with a sudden trauma and moves forward as the surface 
of the speaker’s skin becomes like vellum, and landscape and love, family and community 
are grafted to hope.

As a past editor of Dandelion Magazine and as publisher at Skyview Press, Anne Sorbie 
has combined her love of visual and written art to create both periodicals and chapbooks.

Promotional Plans
• Toronto, Calgary, Edmonton, Regina, Saskatoon and Winnipeg launches/readings
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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RELEASING HOPE
WOMEN’S STORIES OF TRANSITION FROM                                      
PRISON TO COMMUNITY

edited by Ruth elwood MaRtin, Mo koRchinSki, lynn felS 
and caRl leggo

978-1-77133-705-2
$22.95 cdn
6 x 9" pb, 250 pages
non-fiction / oct. 2019

Releasing Hope was born out of the first book Arresting Hope, which describes participatory 
health research and the experience of women incarcerated inside a British Columbian provin-
cial correctional centre from 2005 to 2007. Readers of Arresting Hope, moved by the stories 
written by incarcerated women, asked, “What happened next?” And, “How are the women 
doing, now that they are released from prison?” Starting in 2007, the women who were 
released from the prison formed a network called Women in2 Healing because they wished 
to continue participatory health research in the community. Their overarching research ques-
tion was, “How can we improve the health of women in prison and following their release?” 

Releasing Hope describes the journeys of formerly incarcerated women and their encounters 
with the barriers (financial, emotional, familial, systemic) that they confronted during their 
reintegration in the community. Releasing Hope touches on the stories of individual women 
and the learning from participatory health research that made visible their lives, their hopes, 
their dreams and fears. 

The massive popularity of Orange is the New Black and Wentworth have fueled interest in the 
experiences of incarcerated women, their lives after prison, and efforts to help them avoid 
returning to prison. 

Praise for Arresting Hope:
“Arresting Hope provides a window into what is possible when 
committed, passionate women are supported to do what is 
right and refuse to accept the bounds of institutional and 
bureaucratic restrictions. Women whose lives represented 
a litany of abuse and oppression were provided with op-
portunities to heal, learn and grow. In this book, we meet 
some of the women who participated and are among the 
finest, most compassionate and accomplished advocates with 
whom I have had the pleasure to collaborate. Sadly, this is 
far too unique and the reality remains that the success of 
this initiative in challenging prison systems, structure,s and 
authorities was what led to the undermining and vilification 
of the administration who supported it. This is a must read 
for those who want to try to inspire renewed hope and pry 
open storm shutters that currently board up this window.“
- kim pate, Executive Director, Canadian Association of 
Elizabeth Fry Societies

Promotional Plans
• Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, and Toronto launches/readings
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 

Ruth Elwood Martin worked as family physician in Vancouver from 
1983 to 2009; she also worked part-time in the medical clinics of BC 
correctional centres for men and women for seventeen years. She is a 
Clinical Professor of the School of Population and Public Health, Uni-
versity British Columbia, and an Associate Faculty of the Department of 
Family Practice. From 2011 to 2017, she served as Chair of the Prison 
Health Communities of Practice Group of the College of Family Phy-
sicians of Canada. Ruth continues to live and work in Vancouver, BC.

Since writing Arresting Hope/Releasing Hope, Mo Korchinski is now 
a proud member of society. She graduated in 2014 from the Nicola 
Valley Institute of Technology with my Bachelor of Social Work degree. 
She currently works as a project manager with the project “Unlocking 
the Gates to Health” peer health mentor program at the University of 
British Columbia.She lives in Vancouver.

Lynn Fels is an Associate Professor at Simon Fraser University, British 
Columbia, Canada, and former Academic Editor of Educational In-
sights, an open-access journal that reimagines curriculum, research and 
education. With George Belliveau, she co-authored Exploring Curricu-
lum: Performative Inquiry, Role Drama and Learning (2008).

Carl Leggo was a poet and professor at the University of British Colum-
bia. His books include: Come-By-Chance; Lifewriting as Literary Métis-
sage and an Ethos for Our Times (co-authored with Erika Hasebe-Ludt 
and Cynthia Chambers); and Hearing Echoes (co-authored with Renee 
Norman); among many others.
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THE LEGACY OF MOTHERS: 
MATRIARCHIES AND THE GIFT ECONOMY AS                     
POST-CAPITALIST ALTERNATIVES

edited by eRella ShadMi

978-1-77133-709-0
$22.95 cdn

6 x 9” pb, 300 pages
non-fiction / nov. 2019

 Erella Shadmi is a feminist, peace and anti-racism activist, 
and scholar living in Israel. She co-founded Kol Ha’Isha 
(Jerusalem feminist centre), the Fifth Mother (a women’s 
peace movement), and the Ashkenazi women’s group 
established to contemplate on Ashkenazi racism. She has 
been active, among other things, in Women in Black, and 
the Mizrahi feminist movement, Achoti. She was a board 
member of B’tselem and a member of the Truth Commis-
sion for the Nakba in the Negev 1948-1960, established 
by Zochrot organization. She is now active in the Haifa 
Feminist Center, Isha Le’Isha, and currently leads the ini-
tiatives to establish the Center for Women’s Cultures and 
co-housing for elderly women. She is also active in two 
global networks, dealing with gift economy, matriarchal 
societies and Indigenous rights and knowledge. Erella is 
the former head of the Women’s Studies Program at Beit 
Berl Academic College, a unique program that is open to 
less-educated women and focuses on marginalized groups in 
Israel. Her numerous published books and articles deal with 
social change movements, male violence against women, 
Ashkenaziness, lesbianism, spirituality, the maternal gift 
economy, and matriarchal societies. As a criminologist and 
one of the pioneering researchers of the Israel Police, she 
published several critical articles and the first of its kind, 
a book on police and policing in Israel.

The many powerful voices of the international contributors to this anthology argue that 
motherhood may be the foundation of alternative human logic, a new socio-political order, 
a new value system, and a way of liberating mothers themselves. This book does not present 
a utopia but a possible road to an alternative evolvement of the world different from the 
common thinking in the Global North: In lieu of capitalism—the gift economy and the 
subsistence economy; in lieu of trans-humanism—nature and all her human and non-hu-
man inhabitants; in lieu of individualism—community; in lieu of domination—balance 
and responsibility; in lieu of State—localism; in lieu of monotheism—spirituality; in lieu 
of equality feminism—transformative feminism. The signs of this development are already 
seen everywhere: in the New Age, in urban communes, inthe Occupy movement, in the 
mothers’ movement. 

Based on critique of the failures of capitalism, the State, enlightment, patriarchy, and even 
western feminism, the book’s second section presents alternatives coming from outside the 
patriarchal framework. For example: the maternal gift economy as an economic model and 
human logic; matriarchal society—balanced, free and equal; gift giving and subsistence per-
spective instead of exchange and accumulation; motherism as a central concept in African 

legacy; goddesses as spiritual and cultural icons. Such perception challenges 
the escape from the mother or mothering (to career, for example) that is 
so prevalent in the West. 

The possibilities to actualize this re-understanding of motherhood and 
mothering—including local communities, healing and peacemaking—are 
presented in the third part. 

Promotional Plans
• Toronto launch
• Promotional bookmarks 
• Review copy mailing / submissions to reading series
• Ads in trade and literary magazines 
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THE ALLSPICE BATH
a novel by Sonia Saikaley

978-1-77133-617-8
$22.95 cdn
5.5" x 8.25" pb, 260 pages
fiction / may 2019

It is 1970. In an Ottawa hospital, another daughter is born to the Azar family. The parents 
are from Kfarmichki, a village in Lebanon, but their daughters were born in Canada. Four 
daughters, to be precise. No sons. Youssef is the domineering father. Samira is the quiescent 
mother. Rima, Katrina and Mona are the traditional daughters. Then there is Adele, the 
newest member. “You should’ve been born a boy,” Samira whispers to Adele shortly after her 
entrance into the world. As she grows, Adele learns there are certain rules Lebanese girls must 
follow in order to be good daughters. First off, they must learn to cook, master housework, 
learn Arabic and follow the traditions of their culture. Above all, they must save themselves 
for marriage. But Adele dreams of being an artist. When she is accepted to the University of 
Toronto, this is her chance to have a life outside the confines of her strict upbringing. But 
can she defy her father? Crisscrossing between Ottawa, Toronto and Lebanon, The Allspice 
Bath is a bold story about the cultural gap and the immigrant experience. 

“This lovely story will have you empathize and root for Adele, a young woman caught in 
the cultural crosshairs of her parents’ native country and their adopted land, who learns to 
listen closely and hear the strains of her brave new voice.” 
—shilpi somaya gowda, bestselling author of The Golden Son

Sonia Saikaley’s first book, The Lebanese Dishwasher, co-won the 2012 Ken Klonsky Novella 
Contest. Her first collection of poetry, Turkish Delight, Montreal Winter, was published in 
2012 and a second collection, A Samurai’s Pink House, was published in 2017 by Inanna 
Publications. A graduate of the Humber School for Writers, she lives in Ottawa.

978-1-77133-609-3
$22.95 cdn
5.5" x 8.25" pb, 280 pages
fiction / june 2019

ROAD WARRIOR
a mystery by ViVian MeyeR

Abby Faria returns from an extended vacation/work holiday to discover that her friend, Maria 
is having marital problems, problems that are affecting her children as well, and these are 
soon compounded with the disappearance of her son. As Abby tries to piece together the 
clues, and keep Maria’s fish shop running, she makes new friends who help out. Alex, the 
woman who took over the community centre bike-work program for youth in Abby’s absence, 
becomes a close friend as they work together. Handsome Dave, a fellow bicycle and coffee 
enthusiast, and an RCMP officer on loan to the Toronto police force, becomes an unlikely 
ally as well. This mystery includes scenes and characters from Little Italy, Kensington Market, 
and the Community Centre nearby and contains colourful descriptions of three well-known 
restaurants in Toronto as well as Overdrive aka Moonbean in Kensington Market.

Praise for earlier novels in the series: “Ragged Chain is the second outing for budding Toronto 
PI, Abby Faria, and it shows that Vivian Meyer is no one-book wonder. Faria’s debut in Bottom 
Bracket, set in Toronto’s Kensington Market, was a delightful romp. Ragged Chain, which 
takes us on a bike tour of one of British Columbia’s gorgeous Gulf Islands, is just as clever, 
and Abby is as engaging a central character as one could desire.”—The Globe and Mail

Vivian Meyer worked for many years as an educator in a downtown Toronto alternative sec-
ondary school, dividing her creative energies between visual arts and the craft of writing. She 
currently divides her time between Toronto, Canada and Quadra Island in British Columbia. 
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SPINSTER KANG
a novel by zoë S. Roy

978-1-77133-605-5
$22.95 cdn

5.5" x 8.25" pb, 250 pages
fiction / may 2019

Thirty-two-year-old Kang is a new immigrant in Toronto. Having an older sister who 
was raped and suffers from the ensuing stigma in China, Kang is determined to remain a 
spinster, which has its own stigma in China, and she struggles with her fear and distrust 
of men. Kang rooms with Tania, a Russian immigrant, and learns that many years earlier, 
Tanya was in love with a Chinese medical student at Moscow University. Kang’s own father 
once studied at that university but never talked about it since he had been forced to leave 
Moscow and then was labelled as a rightist during the Chinese Anti-Rightist Campaign.  
Could the paths of her father and Tania have crossed? Curious about her father’s past, Kang 
decides to pay a visit to Moscow, accompanied by Brian, Tania’s nephew, a charming engi-
neer who wants to explore his Russian Jewish roots. Spending time with Brian helps Kang 
to see how much her sister’s tragedy has shadowed her life and Kang must decide whether 
to throw her spinster’s hat away.

Praise for Zoe Roy’s earlier work: Calls Across the Pacific: “Calls Across the Pacific is undeniably 
critical as part of this larger archive of Chinese North American transnational narratives 
that reveal the intricate nature of ethnic diasporas.”—Asian American Literature Fans

Born in China, Zoë S. Roy, an avid reader even during the Cultural Revolution, writes 
literary fiction with a focus on women’s cross-cultural experiences. Her publications include 
a collection of short stories, Butterfly Tears (2009), and two novels, The Long March Home 
(2011) and Calls Across the Pacific (2015). She currently lives in Toronto and is a teacher 
for the Toronto Public School Board.

A PALACE IN PARADISE
a novel by MehRi yalfani

978-1-77133-621-5
$22.95 cdn

5.5" x 8.25" pb, 220 pages
fiction / may 2019

A Palace in Paradise is a novel about the complex Iranian refugee and immigrant community 
in Toronto and the way in which one woman’s death changes the lives of many others. The 
people in this community are connected by family ties, cultural ties, romance, and the fact that, 
as immigrants, they not only share a culture, but they also share a past of political violence. 
Several were at one time imprisoned in Evin, a notorious jail in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Many are incapable of having a normal life even after being released from the prison, and 
having immigrated to Canada to start a new life. Life in exile is not easy and some succumb 
to their dark past with fatal consequences, while others struggle to forgive and find solace.

Praise for Mehri Yalfani’s earlier work: “Inanna Publications has a knack for finding and 
publishing works by authors who have roots in other countries, and as is the case here.… 
I greatly enjoyed these stories, and more importantly, learned more about a culture I was 
heretofore not that familiar with.Well done, Ms Yalfani!” —Miramichi Reader

Mehri Yalfani was born in Hamadan, Iran, and immigrated to Canada in 1987 with her 
family. Four novels and two collections of short stories written in Farsi, her mother language, 
were published in Sweden, the U.S. and Canada. Her novel, Dancing in a Broken Mirror, 
published in Iran, was a finalist for the “Book of the Year” in 2000. She has published sev-
eral books in English, including Parastoo: Stories and Poems (1995); Two Sisters (2000); and 
Afsaneh’s Moon (2002). Her most recent collection of short fiction, The Street of Butterflies, 
was published by Inanna in 2017. She lives and writes in Toronto.
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FISHING FOR BIRDS
a novel by linda quennec

978-1-77133-613-0
$22.95 cdn
5.5" x 8.25" pb, 300 pages
fiction / may 2019

Alive with the contrasting energies of both Pacific Northwest and Caribbean rainforests, 
Fishing for Birds is a contemporary story of love and loss, and a journey through time to a 
little-known island during 1920s Cuba. Kate, a somewhat clumsy widow of thirty-two, flees 
her stifling hometown on Vancouver Island to live alone on an even smaller island in the 
Salish Sea. She meets Ivy, a woman who through their conversations transports her to the 
intoxicating world of 1926 Cuba. In 1926, Isla de Piños, Cuba, is host to a large number of 
American and European expatriates, an experimental prison under construction, and one of 
the most destructive hurricanes to assail the region. Amid this tumult, eighteen-year-old Ivy 
Lanwick meets with unexpected events that begin to alter the trajectory of the life her family 
back home has mapped out for her. Within the context of their friendship, Ivy’s past begins 
to unravel from a long-held silence, just as Kate finds herself confronting her relationship 
with the colourful community she’s known all her life, along with an unexpected visitor who 
threatens to remove all peace from her chosen refuge.

Linda Quennec is a writer, traveller, and PhD student in Depth Psychology. An island-dweller 
at heart, she took inspiration for her debut novel, Fishing for Birds, from the natural beauty 
of Coastal British Columbia and the fascinating Isla de la Juventud (formerly Isla de Piños) 
where her German grandmother was raised. She holds an MFA in creative writing from 
Naropa University, and is a graduate of The Writers’ Studio at Simon Fraser University and 
The Humber School of Writing. Her work has appeared in Quills Canadian Poetry, 3Elements 
Review, Cirque, Emerge, and DoveTales literary journals. She lives with her husband and twin 
daughters just outside Vancouver, British Columbia. 

WHERE I FALL, WHERE SHE RISES
a novel by dean SeRRaValle

978-1-77133-625-3
$22.95 cdn
5.5" x 8.25" pb, 300 pages
fiction / june 2019

Where I Fall, Where She Rises is a novel that follows two women on opposite ends of a terrorist 
kidnapping. While one woman suffers and falls at the hands of her captors, the other exploits 
the fame of such a publicized event to secure a future for her unborn child. Lea Ironstone 
is a Canadian freelance journalist who refuses to relegate herself to the safer green zone in 
Baghdad, where most mainstream news journalists like Paul Shell are protected. Desperately 
seeking a more controversial story to re-establish his fame as a television journalist for GNN, 
Paul Shell contacts Lea and agrees to meet her in the red zone for a recent finding. They are 
kidnapped by an insurgent terrorist sect and tortured repeatedly. Carol Shell, Paul’s wife, 
lives in New York is approached by Timothy Abel, her husband’s agent. Timothy wishes to 
represent her “victimhood,” which he sees as a very marketable and exploitable asset. Carol 
is shocked by her husband’s capture, betrayed by his loyalties, but flattered that his agent is 
seeking to make her famous and secure her future. The novel oscillates between these two 
very different perspectives. Lea and Paul find themselves incarcerated in a basement dungeon 
expecting their next “artistic” torture, while Carol, on the other side of the world, rises in 
public stature.

Dean Serravalle is a novelist, professor, program chair of English, freelance journalist, and 
publisher. After graduating with an MA from the University of Windsor, Dean has gone 
on to publish over thirty stories internationally, garnering nominations for the prestigious 
National Magazine Award and the Journey Prize in Canada. He is the author of the novels, 
Reliving Charley ,Chameleon (Days) and Lock 7. He lives in Niagara Falls, Ontario.
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ANY WAKING MORNING
poems by MaRy lou SoutaR-hyneS

978-1-77133-641-3
$18.95 cdn

6" x 7.5" pb, 100 pages
poetry / may 2019

The poems in Any Waking Morning probe deeply into love, loss, and life’s darker dilemmas. 
They seek pathways and meaning, interrogate endings and life changes, and tap the creative 
energy engendered through art’s ekphrastic cycles. While foregrounding the influence of 
contemporary ideas on the author’s poetic explorations, the collection returns inevitably to 
images, insights and experiences from the Caribbean and the author’s early life. Unfolding in 
four sections: “The Way Light Falls,” “Unmasked,” “Beyond Convergence,” and “Fragments 
and Heartwood,” Soutar-Hynes’ images are vividly pictorial.

The collection, Any Waking Morning is sensuous and luminous — it invites reflection, 
“tells it/ as it is” — “(e)ach day a journey// …rooting and uprooting” — just “sub-text and 
punctuation     holding us together.”

“Mornings, for Soutar-Hynes, are waking to a sensual surround, to thought, and writing. 
Her poems convey a painter’s gaze, alert to subtlety of colour, tone; their sculptural pre-
sentation on the page gives visual pause, pace, emphasis. They ask to be read aloud. I listen 
for Soutar-Hynes’ voice: a cheeky afterthought; a personal disclosure (‘so nun and ex-nun 
... Westbound’); her musings––that like moving currents––are ‘spidered paths,’ and lines 
falling “out of true.” Soutar-Hynes’ contemplative self emerges in ekphrasis, as well as in 
stark oddities, such as looking for heart in Toronto’s ‘cranes above the gridlock—/a city’s 
steel-winged/choreography’ that amazingly become ‘love’s blind ... hoist and hook/its latticed 
boom.’ This is wonderful writing; I let the ‘made-ness’ of these poems, complicated by white 
space, reroute my heart and senses; let Any Waking Morning’s ‘boom’ reverberate in me.”
—cornelia hoogland, author of Trailer Park Elegy

“Any Waking Morning is a reminder to unveil our selves, to give up our disguises — revealing 
our selves to ourselves. Soutar-Hynes probes human frailty – the roles we adopt to protect 
ourselves creating ‘ordinances/ a chain-link fence/ around the heart’s perimeter.’ Her call to 
‘enhanced economies of grace to/ account for what we see’ is profound, for without grace, 
unmasking ourselves becomes an uncertain process. She issues a plea to ‘honour fissures’ 
and ‘take an axe to craft [to] replace resin with transparency.’ Here Soutar-Hynes’ words are 
reminiscent of Annie Dillard’s entreaty to seek meaning in fissures and wild places where 
the hand of God resides.  In the end, Soutar-Hynes turns to the ‘Heartwood’ of the final 
section: ‘[t]hose surprising moments, shaded and imperfect,     when the sun comes/ con-
juring truths—/ curves and gestures shoreline’s limen/ … the island’s edges/     everything.’ 
This is where we find those centering things that make us whole.”
—carmen shields, Ed. D, Professor of Graduate Education, Nipissing University

Mary Lou Soutar-Hynes is a Jamaican-Canadian, poet/educator and former nun. A Fel-
low at Scotland’s Hawthornden International Retreat for Writers in Fall, 2009, her literary 
publications include the collections: Dark Water Songs (2013); Travelling Light (2006), 
long-listed for the 2007 ReLit Poetry Award; and The Fires of Naming (2001). Published in 
Canada, the UK and The Netherlands, her work includes poetry and essays in journals and 
anthologies and chapters in edited books. An alumna of the Banff Writing Studio Program, 
she is a long-standing member of the Long Dash group of poets in Toronto, and initiator 
of the group’s collaborative project with studio artists from the Women’s Art Association of 
Canada. Association of Canada .She lives in Toronto and divides her time between writing/
poetry and education-related projects.
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RADIANT
poems by kate MaRShall flaheRty

WE ARE MALALA
poems and art by kateRina Vaughan fRetwell

978-1-77133-585-0
$18.95 cdn
6" x 7.5" pb, 100 pages
poetry / june 2019

978-1-77133-645-1
$18.95 cdn
6" x 7.5" pb, 100 pages
poetry / may 2019

We Are Malala is an imagined dialogue between Nobel Peace winner Malala Yousafzai and 
the poet about historical, cultural and spiritual themes. Malala’s autobiography, I Am Malala, 
inspired this collection as did the author’s reading of two biographies of prophet Muham-
mad and the Qu’ran in translation. Judaism, Islam and Christianity are in increasingly and 
dangerously hot topics.This volume of poetry, also inspired by Karen Armstrong and Sally 
Armstrong, two unrelated conciliators/activists, attempts to bridge the gap between those 
religions through dialogue and respect for other belief systems. This collection also includes 
artwork by the poet.

Praise for Katerina Fretwells earlier work: “Katerina Vaughan Fretwell’s sad litany is a report 
from the front lines of a cancer story.… If there is beauty she finds it — but these poems are 
not for the weak of heart.... We care because these poems work. We are, in our small way, 
beside Fretwell and her stoic husband as they suffer, as they endure, and as the fates make 
their final play.... Today’s book of poetry loves … a book that kicks you awake, makes us 
feel something real.”—today’s book of poetry

Katerina Vaughan Fretwell is the author of eight poetry collections. Her most recent, Angelic 
Scintillations (2011), Class Acts (2013), and Dancing on a Pin (2015), were published by 
Inanna and include her art work. Fretwell chaired the 2005 Lowther Jury Prize and edited 
two anthologies for the Feminist Caucus, League of Canadian Poets, 2004 and 2006. She 
lives in Seguin, Ontario.

Radiant is a poetic exploration of one hopeful person’s healing journey through cancer—from 
missed appointment, to mammogram, to diagnosis, to surgery, chemo, and radiation, through 
hysterectomy, genetic testing through to wholeness. Kate Marshall Flaherty’s luminous poetry 
is raw, honest yet radiant and life-affirming. These poems are unflinching in their explora-
tion of “fear, death, the whole shebang.” They vary in form from odes to eulogies, from free 
verse to prose poem to “notes to self,” “welcoming angels,” “lighting up the night,” voicing, 
blessing, questioning, raging, and eventually settling into a radiant space, of acceptance and 
gratitude. Poems from Radiant were shortlisted for Exile Edition’s Gwendolyn MacEwen 
Poetry Prize 2018, won WCDR’s 2018 Poetry Prize. 

“Kate Marshall Flaherty’s Radiant, inspired by her cancer journey, challenges us to confront 
our own mortality…. Visceral, gut-wrenching yet affirmative, her luminous, courageous 
poems uplift and hearten us even as she tastes the bile rising from somewhere sterile and 
white, dreads chemo’s red-electric juice stung into my veins, and blisters from a medical 
sunburn. Daring to ask, Am I a burnt offering, she glows with love for her family, friends 
and valiant self, worthy of the medal of honour she pins on her own wounded chest.”—
donna langevin, award-winning poet and playwright, and author of In the Cafe du 
Monde and  Brimming

Kate Marshall Flaherty has five books of poetry, has been published in numerous Canadian 
and international journals and anthologies, has been shortlisted for Exile Edition’s Gwendolyn 
MacEwen Poetry Award, Descant’s Best Canadian Poem, the Pablo Neruda Poetry Prize, the 
Thomas Merton Poetry of the Sacred Prize, the Robert Frost Poetry Award and others. She 
lives in Toronto. 
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ON THE EDGE
a ya novel by leSley StRutt

978-1-77133-597-3
$19.95 cdn

5.5" x 8.25" pb, 180 pages
20 pages artwork

ya fiction / june 2019

On the Edge tells the story of Emerald Lake Visser, an unhappy fourteen-year-old who came 
to live on her aunt and uncle’s farm when she was orphaned at age five. A misfit in her 
community and at school, her only real friend is an elderly woman, Jess, who teaches her to 
sail. Emma’s a natural sailor, as if she’s been on a sailboat her whole life. When Jess dies, it’s 
revealed that she was Emma’s grandmother. After receiving a letter that her mother may be 
living in the Bahamas, Emma runs away on her grandmother’s boat, the Edge, to find her. 

Disguising herself as a boy, Emma sails the Edge through the Erie Canal, down the Hudson 
River, out onto the Atlantic Ocean and through the ICW to Miami, where she crosses the 
Gulf Stream to the Bahamas. Navigational mistakes, near misses with the coast guard, a 
robbery, and storms put Emma in danger time and again. To add to her stress, by the time 
she reaches New York City she suspects she’s being followed. She notices small black pebbles 
appearing on her boat, along with dirty footprints in her cockpit. When a handwritten 
note is tucked into her porthole, she becomes very frightened. She has no passport and is 
underage. If she’s caught, she’ll be sent back to the farm. 

As her fear of being discovered grows, Emma faces another awful storm that capsizes her 
boat. Shaken to the core, she makes it safely to Florida but she is so exhausted that she 
wants to give up. However, she manages to sail to the Bahamian island where her mother 
was last seen. Emma hears stories about her father, a drug-dealer who died after falling 
overboard and about how her mother was arrested on suspicion of murder but was later 
cleared of all charges. 

A final disaster strikes. Emma’s boat hits a submerged cargo container which punches a hole 
in the hull. The Edge begins to sink. When she is rescued, she is taken to meet her great 
grandfather, whom she has never met before. She learns that she is to inherit her family’s 
shipping business, and that is why she has been hidden away in a farm in Ontario. She 
discovers that the person who has been following her was doing so under orders of her great 
grandfather. And, she is finally reunited with her mother.

“A daring escape, a mystery to solve. A yar boat and a girl who can sail her. High seas and 
high adventure — what more could you want? On the Edge is a rollicking good read.” 
—Tim Wynne-Jones, two-time winner of the Governor General’s Award 

Lesley Strutt is a prize-winning poet, playwright, essayist, and a blogger, with a PhD in 
Linguistics from McGill University in Montreal. She is the descendant of William Pittman 
Lett, a pre-confederation poet who was known as the Bard of Bytown before Bytown was 
named Ottawa in 1854. In 2002-2003, she sailed a 32-foor Hunter from Lake Ontario to 
the Turks and Caicos, then spent the winter sailing around all the islands in the Bahamas. 
Her debut collection of poetry, Window Ledge, is forthcoming from Inanna Publications 
in 2020. She lives in Merrickville, Ontario.
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NEVER WITHOUT LOVE
a memoir by MehRnaz MaSSoudi

978-1-77133-637-6
$22.95 cdn
6 x 9" pb, 250 pages
memoir / june 2019

Both charming and powerful, this memoir unfolds the story of a young girl born in Iran who 
eventually triumphs over sexism and abuse to become a successful woman and mother in 
Canada. The book opens with a dramatic account of a terrible accident that leaves a young 
child with burn scars all over her chest. This scarring has a profound effect on the girl’s life. 
Yet, despite this accident, the narrator’s childhood is rich and blessed in many ways. Never 
Without Love tells the story of the land of Sufi poets Hafiz and Rumi, of the beauty of Islamic 
rituals, of ancient architecture built in blue mosaic, of the Caspian Sea, of the mountains of 
Alborz and Damavand, and of the desert of southern Iran. Never Without Love  introduces 
readers to a country of majestic landscapes and genuine, generous, resilient people and also 
brings these readers into the living rooms of Massoudi’s Iranian family and friends descrip-
tions of delicious, mouthwatering Persian foods, Persian dancing, Persian poetry, and the 
challenging relationships that make up all our lives.

Mehrnaz Massoudi was born in Iran and immigrated to Canada in 1983 after the Iranian 
revolution and in the midst of the Iran-Iraq war. She obtained her Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Guelph, Ontario, and worked as a molecular biologist at Mount Sinai 
Hospital in Toronto and the University of British Columbia in Vancouver. She integrates her 
science background with her knowledge of meditation to guide seekers toward new levels of 
self-love, courage, and inner tranquility. Her memoir, Never Without Love, is a profoundly 
revealing narrative of her own life as an Iranian woman who escaped her beloved, war-torn 
homeland to find peace in Canada. She lives in Penticton, BC. 

IRVING LAYTON: OUR YEARS TOGETHER
a memoir by haRRiet BeRnStein

978-1-77133-633-8
$22.95 cdn
6 x 9” pb, 250 pages
memoir / may 2019

In 1974, Irving Layton was a Professor at York University, teaching a Poetry Workshop. 
Harriet Bernstein was one of his students. With a thirty-six year age difference between them, 
and given he was not only her teacher, but practically married, it seemed unlikely that any 
relationship other than teacher/student could evolve. And yet, it did. Four years after they 
met, they married, and in 1981 had a child together. The memoir  is based on the author’s 
journals and on the letters that Layton wrote to her. The Layton letters are also revelatory, 
both as a testament to his love and passion—and torture—and as a documentation of his 
thoughts about his own work and the Can Lit scene at that time. The book will include 
never-before-seen photographs and is unique in its combination of raw candour with archival 
rigour, offering readers new insights into a poet who remains pivotal to Canadian culture.

“I couldn’t put down this vivid and sincerely rendered story of the tragic love between a 
beautiful, idealistic young woman and a brilliant aging poet. Relying on her old journals 
from the Seventies, and letters and poems by Irving Layton, Harriet Bernstein has broken 
her silence of thirty-seven years to tell us what it was like loving a creative maelstrom who 
once dominated our literature. Readers and scholars alike will relish Bernstein’s memoir.”
—susan swan

Harriet Bernstein is a romantic feminist who married Irving Layton for love and for art. 
A former film business executive, she was for many years a single, working parent whose 
most important job and joy was being a mother, and now, a Bubbie. She lives in Toronto. 
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978-1-77133-593-5
$34.95 cdn

6" x 9" pb, 352 pages
non-fiction / april 2019

CLIMATE CHAOS
ECOFEMINISMS AND THE LAND QUESTION

edited by ana iSla

“At a time when macho politics are intensifying while the basis of survival for most of humanity 
is being undermined, ecofeminist readings could not be more important in examining the 
social causes and chaotic consequences of a most pressing and globally destructive process that 
is capitalism-induced: accelerated climate change. In this edited volume, activist intellectuals 
from many backgrounds methodically expose the structural intersection of diverse forms 
of oppression (social as well as beyond) that characterize an always profoundly patriarchal, 
racist, heteronormative capitalist world disorder that produces the current manifold global 
predicament. This systematic ecofeminist analysis of the linkage between climate change 
and intersecting oppressions is long overdue. This is not only because it facilitates a holistic 
understanding of climate change that continues to be largely omitted in the mainstream and 
wilfully absent or attacked in re-emergent violent groupings of oppression supporters. This 
book provides essential guidance to those who take seriously the need to combine social justice 
with ecologically constructive existence. It re-introduces and further develops immediately 
practicable alternatives that ecofeminists have been formulating for decades and, as much 
as feasible, putting into action.”—salvatore engel-di mauro, Associate Professor, 
SUNY New Paltz; Editor, Capitalism Nature Socialism

Ana Isla is Professor with a joint appointment in the Sociology Department and the Centre 
for Women’s and Gender Studies (WGST) at Brock University. She is the author of The 
Greening of Costa Rica: Women, Peasants, Indigenous People, and the Remaking of Nature (2015).

978-1-77133-409-9
$39.95 cdn

6" x 9" pb, 350 pages
non-fiction / jan. 2019

THE MATERNAL ROOTS OF THE GIFT ECONOMY

edited by geneVieVe Vaughan

The idea of a free gift economy has become important  in the movement for alternative 
economics, however the connection with women and especially with mothers has not been 
widely understood. In a moment when the values of Patriarchy and the market seem to have 
triumphed, the values of mothering and care are more sorely needed than ever. This book 
explores many aspects of the gift paradigm from a variety of points of view, taking into ac-
count theory and practice, activism and spirituality, as well as the experience of Indigenous 
societies North and South where maternal values are still at the centre for both women and 
men. Readers will find ways of thinking and being that are possible beyond the Patriarchal 
Capitalism that is now threatening the existence of life on Mother Earth.

“Genevieve Vaughan’s The Maternal Roots of the Gift Economy is a masterpiece that captures 
all that has gone wrong within human societies, while offering us a clear path toward rec-
onciling our standing with the rest of creation. Vaughan’s recognition of the inherent logic 
of the Mother as an economic superstructure of values is brilliant in its truth.This book is 
a necessary antidote to the unchecked consumption and life-threatening destruction that is 
being wrought by the market economy.—sherri mitchell, author of Sacred Instruc-
tions: Indigenous Wisdom for Living Spirit-Based Change.

Genevieve Vaughan’s published books include For-Giving: A Feminist Criticism of Exchange 
(1997); Homo Donans (2007); and The Gift in the Heart of Language (2015). She has also 
edited two anthologies The Gift/ l Dono (2004) and Women and the Gift Economy (2007). 
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ARRESTING HOPE 
Women taKinG aCtion in prison HealtH inside oUt

edS. Ruth elwood MaRtin et al.

978-1-77133-158-6 / $24.95 cdn / 6” x 9” pb / 252 pages / 16 pgs. artwork / november 2014

Arresting Hope tells a story about women in a provincial prison in Canada, about how 
creative leadership fostered opportunities for transformation and hope, and about how 
engaging in research and writing contributed to healing. Includes poetry, stories, letters, 
interviews, fragments of conversations, reflections, memories, quotations, journal entries, 
creative nonfiction, and scholarly research.

“Arresting Hope provides a window into what is possible when committed, passion-
ate women are supported to do what is right and refuse to accept the bounds of 
institutional and bureaucratic restrictions.… A must read.”
—Kim Pate, Executive Director, Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies

MIN FAMI: arab Feminist reFleCtions on identity, spaCe 
and resistanCe
edS. ghadeeR Malek and ghaida MouSSa

978-1-926708-75-1 / $29.95 cdn / 6” x 9” pb / 310 pages / artwork / march 2014
 
Min Fami cradles the thoughts of Arab feminists, articulated through personal critical 
narratives, academic essays, poetry, short stories, and visual art. It is a meeting space where 
discussions on home(land), exile, feminism, borders, gender and sexual identity, solidarity, 
language, creative resistance, and de(colonization) are shared, confronted, and subverted. 

“A compelling and provocative work that resonates with our dreams for collective 
change, just liberation, and transformative futures.” 
—dana m. olwan, Women’s and Gender Studies, Syracuse University, ny

“This book is extraordinary, passionate, and hopeful, even as it knows its work is 
battle and mourning as much as making a space for being and beauty.”
—trish salah, author of Wanting in Arabic and Lyric Sexology, Vol. 1

WOMEN IN A GLOBALIZING WORLD 
transForminG eQUality, development, diversity and peaCe
ed. angela MileS

978-1-926708-19-5 / $39.95 cdn / 6” x 9” pb / 616 pages / index / may 2013

Canadian and international authors offer varied so-cial justice, anti-racist, Indigenous, and 
subsistence perspectives on environmental, social, cultural, and political issues in women’s local 
and global struggles and visions for another world. Anyone wanting to understand Canadian 
and international neo-liberal policies’ impact on women and women’s growing resistance to 
these policies will be interested in this book. 

“Here was the book I was waiting for; the book I could give to the students of my students; 
to those women who thought feminism was passé; to those who thought that there were no 
more Women’s Issues to address” —ursula franklin
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hiraETh poems by caRol RoSe danielS

978-1-77133-485-3 /  $18.95 cdn / 6” x 7.5” pb, 112 pages / poetry / april 2018

• FiNaliST, 2019 raSmuSSEN, raSmuSSEN aNd CharOwSky iNdigENOuS 
pEOplES’ wriTiNg award • Poems speak to the 1960’s “scoop up” of children and 
how this affected the lives of (one or thousands) of First Nations and Métis girls— girls 
who later grew to be women with questions, women with wounds, women who felt like 
they had no place to call home. That is, until they allowed themselves to be open to the 
courage others have lived and shared.

“Hiraeth offers a generous, genuine, heartbreaking gift. Loving, defiant, dark, and triumphant, 
Carol Rose Daniels sings our homesick spirits out of harm’s way. This collection is for all of 
us, but most especially for those taken, those found, and those still searching. Our nations 
need this book now more than ever. kinanaskomitin.” —lisa bird-wilson, author of 
the award-winning Just Pretending

all ThaT iS SOlid mElTS iNTO air
a novel by caRole giangRande

978-1-77133-237-8 / $22.95 cdn / 5” x 8.25” pb / 304 pages / fiction / october 2015

• wiNNEr 2018 ippy gOld mEdal FOr liTErary FiCTiON • Valerie’s come from 
Toronto to hike on the French island of St. Pierre and to ponder her marriage to Gerard 
Lefèvre, on assignment in her native New York City, where their son Andre works. In the 
meantime, an airplane has plunged into a skyscraper, and in the short time before anyone 
understands the significance of this event, Valerie’s mind begins to spiral in and out of the 
present moment, until at last she connects with Gerard and the final horror of that day.

“With shattering grace Giangrande divines catastrophic grief, the redemptive power of 
ephemeral joys, and the interconnectedness of all things as past and present conflate in 
terrorism’s chaos. Memory becomes balm as life, all life, is porous. Exquisite, devastating, 
this book is a bomb.”—carol bruneau, author of Glass Voices and These Good Hands

OuTSidE pEOplE aNd OThEr STOriES by MaRiaM PiRBhai

amah aNd ThE Silk-wiNgEd pigEONS
a novel by jocelyn cullity

978-1-77133-437-2 / $22.95 cdn / 5” x 8.25” pb / 80 pages / fiction / october 2017 

• winner historical fiction, 2018 best book awards • Appalled by the 
mounting affronts and threats to her absent ex-husband’s kingdom, Begam Hazrat Mahal, 
one of Lucknow’s former queens and also of African descent, enlists Amah to be her eyes 
and ears and help coordinate resistance to the British takeover. When the women decide 
to take on the English colonists who declare rule, what will be the ultimate price of the 
women’s loyalty to the royal family and to the place they’ve grown to love? 

“I admire the lucid, fluent prose and shimmering atmosphere of this novel, which in many 
ways recalls the best of E.M. Forster. Cullity’s setting is redolent of Indian life, its tastes and 
smells, its colors and textures.”—jay parini, author of The Last Station

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF INANNA TITLES — WWW.INANNA.CA

978-1-77133-433-4 / $22.95 cdn / 5” x 8.25” pb / 166 pages / fiction / october 2015

• wiNNEr 2018 ippy gOld mEdal FOr mulTiCulTural FiCTiON • “With clear-
eyed compassion, generosity and literary brilliance, Mariam Pirbhai has deftly illuminated 
characters whose lives in literature are usually relegated to the shadows of the mainstream. 
In doing so she has given much needed, long-overdue breath to a cast of characters who 
create the landscape even as they have been, until now, invisible in it. As Diane Arbus is to 
photography, so is Mariam Pirbhai to literature—bringing forth the margins, but nobly, 
with understanding and an unusual generosity in her handling of contemporary society’s 
machinations.”— shani mootoo, author of Cereus Blooms at Night
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