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The Mad Women's Ball: A Novel
Victoria Mas, Frank Wynne

Soon to be a major film from Amazon Studios, the prizewinning French bestseller “In this darkly delightful Gothic treasure, Mas

explores grief, trauma, and sisterhood behind the walls of Paris’s infamous Salpétriére hospital.” —Paula Hawkins, #1 New York
Times bestselling author of The Girl on the Train The Salpetriere Asylum: Paris, 1885. Dr. Charcot holds all of Paris in thrall with his displays of
hypnotism on women who have been deemed mad and cast out from society. But the truth is much more complicated—these women are
often simply inconvenient, unwanted wives, those who have lost something precious, wayward daughters, or girls born from adulterous
relationships. For Parisian society, the highlight of the year is the Lenten ball—the Madwomen’s Ball—when the great and good come to gawk
at the patients of the Salpetriere dressed up in their finery for one night only. For the women themselves, it is a rare moment of hope.
Genevieve is a senior nurse. After the childhood death of her sister Blandine, she shunned religion and placed her faith in both the celebrated
psychiatrist Dr. Charcot and science. But everything begins to change when she meets Eugenie, the 19-year-old daughter of a bouraeois
familv that has locked her awav in the asvlum. Because Euaenie has a secret: she sees spirits. Inspired by the scandalous. banned v-+- [morel

Cracked Pots: A Novel
An Ari Appleton Novel #2

Heather Tucker*

“It is the voice of the characters, the kindness of strangers, and the ingenuity and determination of our protagonist against

terrible forces that make this story sing.” — San Francisco Chronicle on Tucker’s debut, The Clay Girl From the author of the Indie Next List
pick The Clay Girl comes a deeply moving novel about the resilience of a remarkable young woman unraveling the mystery of a missing friend
while struggling to grow past the trauma of her calamitous upbringing. From the waning flower-power '60s in Toronto through her East
Coast university years, Ari fights to discover who she is and what it means to be the child of an addicted mother and depraved father. When
her friend Natasha, the perfect girl from the nicest family, suddenly vanishes, Ari sets out to find out what has happened to her — are her
troubled parents to blame? With wit, tenacity, and the incessant meddling of Jasper — the seahorse in her head — Ari rides turbulent waves
of devilry and discovery, calamity and creation, abandonment and atonement on a journey to find her true self, and to find Natasha.
Cracked Pots is a story about a girl broken by both cruelty and truth. It is a revelation that destiny is shaped in clay, not stone. It is also a
celebration of risina after the blows. aatherina the fraaments. and piecina toaether a remarkable life throuah creativitv. kindness, --- LMOre.

A Calling for Charlie Barnes
Joshua Ferris

From a National Book Award Finalist comes a novel about a modern American family and a man on a secret mission to uncover
the world's hidden truths—until his two lives come crashing together. Someone is telling the story of the life of Charlie Barnes, and it doesn't
appear to be going well. Too often divorced, discontent with life's compromises and in a house he hates, this lifelong schemer and eternal
romantic would like out of his present circumstances and into the American dream. But when the twin calamities of the Great Recession and
a cancer scare come along to compound his troubles, his dreams dwindle further, and an infinite past full of forking paths quickly tapers to a
black dot.Then, against all odds, something goes right for a change: Charlie is granted a second act. With help from his storyteller son, he
surveys the facts of his life and finds his true calling where he least expects it—in a sacrifice that redounds with selflessness and love—at last
becoming the man his son always knew he could be.A Calling for Charlie Barnes is a profound and tender portrait of a man whose desperate
need to be loved is his downfall, and a brutally funny account of how that love is ultimately earned.

. more

The Memoirs of Stockholm Sven
Nathaniel lan Miller

Set in the decades between the two World Wars, the captivating story of one man who banishes himself to a solitary life in the

Arctic Circle, and is saved by good friends, a loyal dog, and a surprise visit that changes everythingln 1916, Sven Ormson leaves a restless life
in Stockholm to seek adventure in Svalbard, an Arctic archipelago where darkness reigns four months of the year and he might witness the
splendor of the Northern Lights one night and be attacked by a polar bear the next. But his time as a miner ends when an avalanche nearly
kills him, leaving him disfigured, and Sven flees even further, to an uninhabited fjord. There, with the company of a loyal dog, he builds a hut
and lives alone, testing himself against the elements. The teachings of a Finnish fur trapper, along with encouraging letters from his family
and a Scottish geologist who befriended him in the mining camp, get him through his first winter. Years into his routine isolation, the arrival
of an unlikely visitor salves his loneliness, sparking a chain of surprising events that will bring Sven into a family of fellow castoffs and
determine the course of the rest of his life. Written with wry humor and in prose as breathtaking as the stark landscape it evokes, The
Memoirs of Stockholm Sven is a testament to the strenath of our human bonds. remindina us that even in the most inhosbitable cc+-- [more]

The Secret Life of Albert Entwistle

Matt Cain
'A rollicking love story' IAN McKELLEN'Wonderful . . . An utter treat' KATE MOSSE'Wonderful. Written with such a good heart, filled
with joy and strength and optimism . . . inventive and fun but most importantly, true.' RUSSELL T. DAVIES'Brilliant . . . [I] recommend to all!'

MATT LUCAS'l loved it! Really heart-warming and joyful, but also so poignant. | cannot recommend this book highly enough' LORRAINE
KELLY'Albert is such an endearing character - flawed, funny and awkward, but completely relatable. A wonderfully warm story that
completely drew me in' RUTH HOGAN'Tender, witty, uplifting . . . | love it!" KATE EBERLEN 'A beautiful, wonderful, life-affirming treat'
CHARLIE CONDOU'You will weep and yet have your heart filled with joy' ARLENE PHILLIPS'l raced through this heart-warming story' JUSTIN
MYERS'A bright, clear, sharply intelligent writer' JENNY COLGAN 'Sweet, lovely and expected to be a big summer hit' THE BOOKSELLERIT'S
NEVER TOO LATE TO START YOUR LIFE'S BIG ADVENTURE . . . Albert Entwistle was a postman. It was one of the few things everyone knew
about him. And it was one of the few things he was comfortable with people knowing.64-year-old Albert Entwistle has been a postie in a
auiet town in Northern Enaland for all his life. livina alone since the death of his mam 18 vears aao. He keeps himself to himself. He--- [morel
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The Origins of Iris
Beth Lewis

Author of the critically-acclaimed debut The Wolf Road, Beth Lewis returns with her brand new novel The Origins of Iris where Wild

meets Sliding Doors.'l opened my eyes and the woman wearing my face opened hers at the same time.'Iris flees New York City, and her
abusive wife Claude, for the Catskill Mountains. When she was a child, Iris and her father found solace in the beauty and wilderness of the
forest; now, years later, Iris has returned for time and space to clear her head, and to come to terms with the mistakes that have led her
here. But what Iris doesn't expect in her journey of survival and self-discovery is to find herself - literally.Trapped in a neglected cabin deep in
the mountains, Iris is grudgingly forced to come face to face with a seemingly prettier, happier and better version of herself. Other Iris made
different choices in life and love. But is she all she seems? Can she be trusted? What is she hiding?As a storm encroaches, threatening both
their lives, time is running out for them to discover why they have been brought together, and what it means for their futures.An important,

searing novel about one woman's journey in fleeing an abusive relationship and confronting the secrets of her past.
more

The Annual Migration of Clouds
Premee Mohumed*

A novella set in post-climate disaster Alberta; a woman infected with a mysterious parasite must choose whether to pursue a rare
opportunity far from home or stay and help rebuild her community The world is nothing like it once was: climate disasters have wracked the
continent, causing food shortages, ending industry, and leaving little behind. Then came Cad, mysterious mind-altering fungi that invade the
bodies of the now scattered citizenry. Reid, a young woman who carries this parasite, has been given a chance to get away — to move to one
of the last remnants of pre-disaster society — but she can’t bring herself to abandon her mother and the community that relies on her. When
she’s offered a coveted place on a dangerous and profitable mission, she jumps at the opportunity to set her family up for life, but how can
Reid ask people to put their trust in her when she can’t even trust her own mind? With keen insight and biting prose, Premee Mohamed
delivers a deeply personal tale in this post-apocalyptic hopepunk novella that reflects on the meaning of community and asks what we owe

to those who have lifted us up.
more

Sistersong
Lucy Holland

"Sistersong is a beautiful reimagining of an old British folklore ballad that weaves a captivating spell of myth and magic around

the reader. Lucy Holland's lyrical prose and powerful storytelling will lure you into an eerie, intriguing world in which enemies lurk unseen, the
threat of betrayal hangs heavy and sisterly loyalties are tested to their limit." —Jennifer Saint, author of Ariadne My sister’s heart broke on
the river - and the river took it and bore it away.In the ancient kingdom of Dumnonia, there is old magic to be found in the whisper of the
wind, the roots of the trees, the curl of the grass. King Cador knew this once, but now the land has turned from him, calling instead to his
three children. Riva can cure others, but can’t seem to heal her own deep scars. Keyne battles to be accepted for who he truly is—the king’s
son. And Sinne dreams of seeing the world, of finding adventure.All three fear a life of confinement within the walls of the hold, their
people’s last bastion of strength against the invading Saxons. However, change comes on the day ash falls from the sky. It brings with it
Myrdhin, meddler and magician. And Tristan, a warrior whose secrets will tear them apart.Riva, Keyne and Sinne—three siblings entanaled in
a web of treacherv and heartbreak. who must fiaht to forae their own paths. Their storv will shape the destinv of Britain.Inspired b+ [more]

The Stolen Hours
Allen Eskens

From the bestselling author of The Life We Bury comes a "riveting, hold-your-breath" new mystery in which a woman finds herself

in a race not only for justice—but for her life (Karin Slaughter, New York Times bestselling author of The Silent Wife).Lila Nash is on the verge
of landing her dream job—working as a prosecutor under the Hennepin County Attorney—and has settled into a happy life with her boyfriend,
Joe Talbert. But when a woman is pulled from the Mississippi River, barely alive, things in the office take a personal turn. The police believe
the woman's assailant is local photographer Gavin Spenser, but the case quickly flounders as the evidence wears thin. It seems Gavin saw
this investigation coming—and no one can imagine how carefully he has prepared.The more determined Lila is to put Gavin behind bars, the
more elusive justice becomes. Battling a vindictive new boss and haunted by the ghosts of her own unspeakable attack, which she’s kept a
dark secret for eight long years, Lila knows the clock is ticking down. In a race against an evil mastermind, it will take everything Lila’s got to
outsmart a killer—and to escape the dark hold of her own past.”In The Stolen Hours, there’s not @ moment misplaced or a second lost. With
the precision of a watchmaker. Eskens assembles the fine parts of a mvsterv and sets them to the tembo of a thriller. leavina the r¢-+- 1More

North: A Novel
Brad Kessler

A powerfully moving novel about the intertwined lives of a Vermont monk, a Somali refugee, and an Afghan war veteran by the

author of the acclaimed memoir Goat Song As a late spring blizzard brews, Brother Christopher, a cloistered monk at Blue Mountain
Monastery in Vermont, rushes to tend to his Ida Red and Northern Spy apple trees in advance of the unseasonal snowstorm. When the storm
lands a young Somali refugee, Sahro Abdi Muse, at the monastery, Christopher is pulled back into the world as his life intersects with Sahro’s
and that of an Afghan war veteran in surprising and revealing ways. North traces the epic journey of Sahro from her home in Somalia to
South America, along the migrant route through Central America and Mexico, to New York City, and finally, her dangerous attempt to
continue north to safety in Canada. It also compellingly traces the inner journeys of Brother Christopher, questioning his future in a world
where the monastery way of life is waning, and of veteran Teddy Fletcher, seeking a way to make peace with his past. Written in Brad
Kessler’s sharp, beautiful, and observant prose, and grounded in the author’s own corner of Vermont, where there is a Carthusian monasterv,
a vibrant communitv of Somali asvlum seekers. and a hole left after a disproportionate number of Vermont soldiers were killed in -+ 1more
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The Light Streamed Beneath It: A Memoir of Grief and Celebration
Shawn Hitchins*

For readers of Suleika Jaouad’s Between Two Kingdoms A modern gay memoir exploring love, death, pain, and community that

will resonate long after the last page. “This is an embodied story of love, loss, and recovery — raw, candid, and filled with a sense of awe at
human resilience.” — Shelf Awareness A lifetime of finding punchlines in his heartache comes to a shuddering stop when comedian and
writer Shawn Hitchins loses two great loves, five months apart, to sudden death. In this deeply poignant memoir that combines sober self-
portrait with tender elegy, Hitchins explores the messiness of being alive: the longing and desire, scorching-earth anger, raw grief — and the
pathway of healing he discovers when he lets his heart remain open. Never without an edge of self-awareness, The Light Streamed Beneath It
invites the reader into Hitchins’s world as he reckons with his past and stays painfully in the present. As he builds an embodied future, he
confronts the stories that have shaped him, sets aside his ambition, and seeks connection in what he used to deflect with laughter —
therapy, community and chosen family, movement, spirituality, and an awareness of death’s ever-presence. A heartrending and hooe filled
storv of resilience in the wake of death. The Liaht Streamed Beneath It iovfullv affirms that life is essentiallv aood. as Hitchins wea-+ [morel

Unprotected: A Memoir
Billy Porter

From the incomparable Emmy, Grammy, and Tony Award winner, a powerful and revealing autobiography about race, sexuality,

art, and healing Its easy to be yourself when who and what you are is in vogue. But growing up Black and gay in America has never been
easy. Before Billy Porter was slaying red carpets and giving an iconic Emmy-winning performance in the celebrated TV show Pose; before he
was the groundbreaking Tony and Grammy Award-winning star of Broadway’s Kinky Boots; and before he was an acclaimed recording artist,
actor, playwright, director, and all-around legend, Porter was a young boy in Pittsburgh who was seen as different, who didn't fit in. At five
years old, Porter was sent to therapy to “fix” his effeminacy. He was endlessly bullied at school, sexually abused by his stepfather, and
criticized at his church. Porter came of age in a world where simply being himself was a constant struggle.Billy Porter’s Unprotected is the life
story of a singular artist and survivor in his own words. It is the story of a boy whose talent and courage opened doors for him, but only a
crack. It is the story of a teenager discovering himself, learning his voice and his craft amidst deep trauma. And it is the story of a youna man
whose unbreakable determination led him throuah countless hard times to where he is now: a proud icon who refuses to back dow-:+ 1MOre.
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