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Survey of Religious and Community Attitudes Toward Muslims 
New Evangelical Partnership for the Common Good 

This survey is designed to be used in congregational prayer or study groups, Christian peer 
networks, and even families to begin a discussion on how to best understand, and hopefully 
welcome, Muslim people who are in your community.  After each person fills out the survey, a 
facilitator can ask people to share what they wrote, and participants should feel safe so all 
comments “stay in the room.”  Finally, plans on how to best follow-up the insights gained, if any 
are called for, should be discussed.   

If you would like to turn in your completed surveys, or copies of them, to further inform the 
work of this project, please send completed surveys to Richard Cizik, NEP; c/o NRCAT; 110 
Maryland Ave NE Suite 502; Washington, DC 20002. 

 

1. (Optional): Name:                                                      Email:                                                          

2. Zip code:                                                                                                                                         

3. Church:                                                                                                                                            

4. ☐ Clergy   ☐ Laity – If laity, please state your position/vocation:                                              

5. Please select your age range: ☐18-24 ☐25-34 ☐35-44 ☐45-54 ☐55-64 ☐65+ 
 

6. Where have you learned most of what you know about Muslims? 
☐ TV News 
☐ Books 
☐ Online news source 
☐ Friends and family 

☐ By taking a class or attending a seminar on the topic 
☐ Social Media 
☐ From interactions with Muslims 
☐ From Scripture/Theological texts 

7. According to data collected from a Jan. 2017 poll conducted by the Institute for Policy and 
Understanding (ISPU), 50% of Muslim American families with children in grades K-12 reported 
that their children had experienced bullying in school, and that 25% of the time, a teacher or 
administrator was the bully.  
 

A. If you heard about such an incident in your community, would you feel called to publicly 
condemn such behavior?  ☐YES    ☐NO 
 

B. If YES, what form would your reaction to such an incident be most likely to take?  
(Multiple responses ok) 

☐ Preach about the incident and the appropriate community response to such incidents as part of 
a sermon 
☐ Submit an op-ed or LTE about the proper Christian response to such harmful behavior a your 
local paper 
☐ Speak at a rally or public event condemning the incident 
☐ Make a phone call or do a private meeting with local legislators to express the faith 
community's condemnation of hate-fueled speech or actions in the community. 
☐ Invite members from the local Muslim community to attend a community event, dialogue, 
town hall, roundtable 
☐ Other:                                                                                                                                              
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8. Has there been any incident of a religiously motivated crime (battery, or vandalism of a 
mosque, for instance) against Muslims in your community?  
□YES    □NO  
If so, please explain the incident and note dates if known:                                                                
 
9. Recent research indicates that data does influence community perceptions of Muslims, in 
addition to personal interaction/encounters.  For instance, data documenting evidence of hate or 
religiously motivated violence committed against Muslims helps convince people that the 
problem of anti-Muslim bias is real.  Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
 

☐ Strongly disagree 
☐ Disagree 
☐ Neutral 
☐ Agree 
☐ Strongly agree 
☐ 
Other:                                                                                                                                                  
 
Do's and Don'ts for Evangelical Pastors in your community 
 
10.  What are THREE examples of STRONG STATEMENTS pastors could make pushing back 
against anti-Muslim bias in the community that would resonate strongly with 
congregants/community members? (please list three.) 
 
 
 
 
 
11. What are THREE examples of WEAK STATEMENTS pastors could make pushing back 
against anti-Muslim bias in the community that would NOT be persuasive/resonate with 
congregants/community members? (please list three.) 
 
 
 
 
12.  Which Bible passage do you think resonates most deeply in terms of offering guidelines for 
Christian interaction with Muslims? (If a different passage is chosen, please note which one in 
the "other" section.) 

☐ “When a stranger soujourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall 
treat the stranger who sojourns among you as the native among you, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt.” Leviticus 19:33-34 
☐ “You shall have the same rule for the sojourner and for the native, for I am the Lord your 
God.” Leviticus 24:22 
☐ “You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, for you were 
sojourners in the land of Egypt.” Exodus 23:9 
☐ Other:                                                                                                                                             
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General 
13.  How prevalent is fear or distrust of Muslims and Islam in your congregation? 
☐ Very 
☐ Somewhat 
☐ Not so much 
☐ More pronounced among a small group within the larger congregation 
☐ Other:                                                                                                                                             
 
14.  Is there a Muslim community presence in your city/town/neighborhood? 
☐YES    ☐NO 
 
15. What, if any, changes or shifts characterize your mindset on Muslims over the past 5 years? 
 
 
 
 
 
16. What, if any, changes or shifts characterize your viewpoint on interfaith dialogue? If you 
don't like that term, how do you describe interaction with other religions? How would you 
describe that work? 
 
 
 
 
 
17. What/Who influences you most on this topic? 

☐ Network TV 
☐ Cable TV 
☐ Radio 
☐ Online news sources 
☐ Social media 
☐ Newspapers and magazines 

☐ Books 
☐ Friends or family 
☐ Other clergy 
☐ Interaction with Muslims in my 
community 
☐ Scripture and/or theological sources 

☐ Other:                                                                                                                                             
 
 
18. Do Muslim Americans share our shared American values? 
☐YES    ☐NO 
☐Other (please explain why):                                                                                                            


