Persephone’s Journal is led by Artist and Instructor Julia M organ, and the
workshop accommodates all levels of artistic experience.
CONCEPT: In her mythic role, Persephone moves between worlds, balancing two very different
lives and places. In our own art and lives, we can work to find equilibrium: balancing the practical
with the whimsical, the intentional with the accidental, the light with shadow, day with night,
skies with the earth, the river with its canyon. We will primarily use watercolor, a luminous
medium that invites the juxtaposing of intent, expectation, serendipity, and accident.
APPROACH: In Taos we have the opportunity to make art in an extraordinary setting.
On the first evening, we will break-in our new multi-media journals and rouse our inspiration with
some playful, experimental approaches. Throughout the workshop, we will fill our journals with
drawings, watercolor, collages, and writings that tell the story of vast and ever-changing skies, red
mesas along the horizon, the colored striations of cliffs, and the winding canyon carved by the Rio
Grande. We’ll also be exploring our inner surroundings with visual and writing prompts along
with selected readings and poetry to help guide our personal experience of place. We will let color
sing, blend, rise, leap, drip, emerge, mess, harmonize, we’ll let drawing describe, illumine, reveal,
surprise, and we’ll let text remember, foresee, investigate, and wonder.
PLACE: The Land of Enchantment! Our lodging and studio is at the elegant and historic Mabel
Dodge Luhan House, Historic Inn and Conference Center. Read about its remarkable history
and about Mabel Dodge Luhan herself at http://mabeldodgeluhan.com/
WHAT’S INCLUDED: a welcome gathering with wine and refreshments, a first evening of
creative journal practice and play, five days of watercolor, drawing, and writing sessions, 7 day/6
night lodging at the historical Mabel Dodge Luhan House, buffet breakfasts and delicious
lunches, three gourmet dinners at the lodging, group art conversations and gentle guidance,

oversize watercolor-loving journals, 24-hour use of studio, and a mid-week sketching trip to
Abiquiu where we will absorb, photograph, draw, and paint the iconic landscape that inspired
Georgia O’Keeffe, and go on a private tour of O’Keeffe’s home. We will sketch and photograph on
site around Taos, but there will be some free afternoon/evening time set aside for exploring Taos
or relaxing as you choose. Journals, handouts, drawing pens, collage materials, and specialty
paints are included in the cost of the program, but participants will be responsible bringing a
portable stool and basic watercolor supplies.
NOT INCLUDED: Transportation to and from Taos, two dinners, a portable stool, and art
supplies other than what is mentioned above. Any alcoholic drinks during the week aside from the
welcome wine and cheese, and one meal at the Abiquiu Inn are at participant’s expense. A list of
suggested art materials will be provided by January 1st. Note that we will be caravanning to
Abiquiu with my rental car and other volunteer drivers in their rental cars.
INCLUSIVE FEES per person
$1795 (Double Occupancy in Juniper House)
$1950 (Double Occupancy, Room in Historic House)
$1980 (Private Room in Juniper House)
$2200 (Private Room in Historic House)
$1360 (Daily Commuter Rate for Taos residents)
$795 (Companion/Spouse/Partner not attending workshop but sharing room. Includes
breakfasts, lunches, Georgia O’Keeffe house tour if desired, and three dinners)
REGISTRATION:
Workshop limited to 12. Register on my website Jmorganart.com beginning December 1.
Prior to February 1: Non-refundable deposit of $500 to hold your place.
After January 1st: Balance paid in full.
Trip Insurance Strongly advised in case of illness or other emergency that might cause you to
cancel.
Please join me! Registration will be on-line soon. For now, contact Julia at
Julia@jmorganart.com
ROOM SELECTION: First come/first serve once I receive your deposit. Peruse the rooms online and let me know your first, second and third choices and I will assign them as registrations
come in. If you are on your own and choose double-occupancy, I will be putting you with a
roommate so please note if there is someone you’d like to room with.
OTHER LODGING OPTIONS: The Mabel Dodge Luhan House discourages participants
from staying elsewhere by charging a commuter fee for those not staying at the Inn. But why
would you want to stay elsewhere? It’s a splendid opportunity to stay in a gorgeous historic house
within 10 minute walking distance of Taos, and our studio for the week is on-site!
ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR:
As a painter and video installation artist, Julia Morgan has been teaching art through museums,
colleges, and on the road through art travel courses in Egypt, France, India, and Star Island, NH
for many years. She lived in New Mexico for nearly a decade, and is thrilled at the opportunity to
‘come home’ to Taos in order to share her love of art and teaching. Her artwork is exhibited and
collected nationally and internationally, and she is currently represented by Gallery Mar in Park
City, Utah. Please check out her work at www.jmorganart.com

