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What’s inside? Tweets of 
the Day

Nay
@nayyy_
I’m already seeing cancelled 
classes tomorrow at other 
schools, UConn needs to 
follow the leader

daniel
@pinecohn
it literally takes one donor 
to call uconn and say their 
son Clayson Smitherbee 
cannot fl y in from nantucket 
for class tomorrow for 
tomorrow to be a snow day. 
someone make the prank call!

UConn creates 
website to aid 
with reporting

CRT’s 
“Shakespeare 
in Love” is a 
rousing tale 
of romance, 
dance and 
the magic of 
theatre

Mens Basket-
ball: Gilbert, 
Adams lead 
the way in win 
over Maine
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Rideshare app 
now available 

Rachel Philipson
STA F F  W R I T E R

A ridesharing app de-
signed for the University of 
Connecticut Storrs campus, 
GogoDoggo, has officially 
launched, Andi Duro, Gogo-
Doggo’s founder and fifth-
semester computer science 
major, said 

The app went live on iOS 
Nov. 18 and on Google Play 
Nov. 21. Once the app receives 
300 users, the app will begin 
rides, Duro said. They were 
at around 120 users as of Nov. 
21.  

Since the app was in its 
beta phrase, GogoDoggo has 
added 12 new locations for 
places of worship and other 
local areas.  

“We are adding the 12 reli-
gious locations above as well 
as double checking our cov-
erage of residential halls and 
academic buildings,” Duro 
said. “We have also added the 
two major campus bars, Ted’s 
and Huskies. I am working 
with local businesses direct-
ly to make sure they are ad-
equately represented on the 
map.”  

The Daily Campus previ-
ously reported that all rides 
on campus will be $1 per 
head. For every mile off-cam-
pus, an additional dollar will 
be added to the bill.

No rides have been com-
pleted yet, but GogoDoggo 
has been running mock 
drives to make sure drivers 
will be ready, Duro said.  

“We have been doing a lot 
of simulations and closed off 
tests to make sure the system 
is ready for prime time once 
we hit 300,” Duro said. “The 
current app on the App Store 
is capable of requesting rides 
once that functionality is re-
motely enabled [and] no fur-
ther updates required.” 

If someone wants to be-
come a driver, they must 
pass specific driver and ve-
hicle requirements, The Daily 
Campus previously reported. 
Duro said GogoDoggo cur-
rently has three drives ready 
and are reviewing applica-
tions. Anyone who is inter-
ested in becoming a driver 
can apply on the GogoDoggo 
website.  

In addition to the App Store 
and Google Play, it can also 
be downloaded from the Go-
goDoggo website.  

GogoDoggo, a new ridesharing 
app, has officially launched. 
The app creaters have 
recently added more places 
around campus available for 
rides. PHOTO COURTESY ANDI DURO

UConn ranked 20th best 
college in country for 
students’ sleep health 

The University of Connecti-
cut was ranked as the 20th best 
school in the country for the 
sleep health of its students by 
Sleepopolis, a website that fo-
cuses on sleep health and qual-
ity. 

In the article “The Best and 
Worst Colleges for Sleep,” 
UConn received a sleep score of 
6.92 out of 8.00, a culmination 
of various scores ranging from 
average sleep time to body mass 
index. Nikki Kessler of Sleepop-
olis lays out what exactly they 
considered when determining 
sleep scores. 

“These colleges were chosen 
based on a compilation of sleep 
and health data on hours of 
sleep per night, air quality, the 
average number of steps taken 
per day, body mass index and 
obesity rates,” Kessler said. 

These factors, as stated in the 
article, are all major contribu-
tors to sleep quality. Factors 
like obesity can potentially lead 
to things like sleep apnea, and 
research has found that people 
living in the most polluted ar-
eas are 60% more likely to suffer 
from sleep problems, according 
to Sleepopolis.  

Kessler said healthy sleep 
contributes to academic success. 

Thomas Alvarez
CA M P US  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

In Sleepopolis’ article “The Best and Worst Colleges for Sleep,” 
UConn was ranked the 20th best school for its students’ sleep 
health. Sleep per night, air quality, steps taken per day, body 
mass index and obesity rates were among factors taken into 
consideration. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

See SLEEP, p.2

Mansfield Winter 
Welcome plans to 
bring holiday joy

Mansfield welcomed Santa as he marches into Storrs Center last 
year.  The day featured carols and ice sculptures. PHOTO BY KEVIN 
LINDSTROM/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Mansfield Downtown Part-
nership will be hosting the 
seventh annual Winter Wel-
come on Saturday, Dec. 7, 
event coordinator Denise Keg-
ler said.  

The Winter Welcome will 
be 3-6 p.m. with seasonal ac-
tivities all throughout the day, 
Kegler said. Kegler said there 
will be a wide range of events 
for people of all ages.  

The newest event for this 
Winter Welcome will be the 
Trim-A-Tree contest in which 
Mansfield businesses, organi-
zations, groups and clubs will 
create a tree and have a chance 
to win prizes.  

“During the event, guests will 
vote for their favorite trees and 
the winners will be announced 
following the Community Sing-
Along,” Kegler said. “Trees 
may be winter themed, holiday 
themed  or theme of your choice. 
We encourage participants to 
think outside of the box.”  

Kegler said that the younger 
guests will enjoy a visit from 
Santa 3-5 p.m. at Barnes & No-
ble UConn and the Snow Queen 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. in Betsy Pa-
terson Square.  

“Enjoy a unique tradition as 
the dulcet tones of the UConn 
Marching Band Tubas an-
nounce the arrival of Santa 
Claus in Downtown Storrs,” 
Kegler said.  

See WINTER, p.3

Rachel Philipson
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UConn’s First Rhodes Scholar
WAWA GATHERU

For the first time in the 
Rhodes Scholarship program’s 
117-year history, a University 
of Connecticut student has 
earned the honor. Wanjiku 
“Wawa” Gatheru earned the 
nod last week alongside 31 oth-
er students across the nation.  

“I don’t know if I have the 
words yet. It’s obviously such 
a great honor and the opportu-
nity to be UConn’s first Rhodes 

Scholar presents so many fu-
ture opportunities to represent 
the communities I hold close to 
myself,” Gatheru said. “Ob-
viously, I am a proud Husky. 
UConn has completely trans-
formed me and been one of the 
most influential periods of my 
life. I will always be a Husky 
and I get to represent UConn 
forever now in this very spe-
cial way. I also get to represent 
the state of Connecticut, our 
flagship university, being able 
to represent us in that way.”

Gatheru, the daughter of Ke-

nyan immigrants, also earned 
the Truman and Udall fellow-
ships this year and is the first 
black person to earn those as 
well as the Rhodes scholar-
ship. 

“I also get to represent first 
generation Americans every-
where,” Gatheru said. “My 
family comes from Kenya and 
being able to really exemplify 
the goodness that our immi-
grants bring to this country 
and those ideals that were cast 
down to me, having two par-
ents that were Kenyan immi-

grants, I am able to represent 
that and it is something that 
I am so thankful to be able to 
do.” 

The Rhodes Scholarship 
program, established in 1902, 
guarantees its scholars a free 
graduate degree education 
from University of Oxford 
in Oxford, England. Schol-
ars are typically there for two 
years and have up to four years 
and $250,000 in scholarships 
available to them. 

Mike Mavredakis 
STA F F  W R I T E R

See WAWA, p.2
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“Lack of sleep impacts aca-
demic performance, increas-
es the risk of certain health 
conditions, and negatively 
impacts students’ mental 
health,” Kessler said. 

In addition to ranking col-
leges from all across the na-
tion, Sleepopolis lays out tips 
for students to improve their 
sleep health. On average, 
Sleepopolis found that college 
students get less than seven 
hours of sleep per night, so 
the tips they provide can help 
students who have trouble 

getting consistent, healthy 
sleep. 

This list of tips provides 
concise explanations laying 
out how students can improve 
their health and why research 
says it can often be beneficial. 
These tips likely will not al-
leviate issues like chronic in-
somnia, but avoiding certain 
practices can limit occurrenc-
es of occasional insomnia ac-
cording to Sleepopolis. 

Sleepopolis’ article can be 
found here with the complete 
ranking and tips for students 
looking to improve their sleep 
health.

UConn ranks well 
in sleep health

Connecticut colleges’ net prices 
can affect low-income students, 
according to a new report 

The University of Connecti-
cut, with 12 other four-year 
Connecticut universities, has 
average net prices that are sig-
nificantly higher for low-income 
students, Amy Dowell, state 
director of Education Reform 
Now CT, said.  

According to the Nov. 2019 re-
port “Less For More: Low Rates 
of Completion and high costs at 
Connecticut’s Four-Year Col-
leges,” the 12 schools were listed 
as charging at least double what 
national peers charge students 
from low-income families, 
which are families who make at 
or below $30,000 per year. The 
net price, the price a student 
pays after all federal, state and 
institution grant aid has been 
combined, is high for an aca-
demic year.  

Dowell said that the higher 
prices can negatively impact 
low-income families.  

“In UConn’s case, we found 
that it charged $11,626 in 2016 to 
low-income students, while one 
of its peers, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, charged 
only $3,889 to low-income stu-
dents in the same year,” Dow-
ell said. “That’s a difference of 
$7,737 per year. If you multiply 
that net cost by four to six years, 
you can begin to appreciate the 
difference it will make to a stu-
dent from a low-income family.”  

The 11 other schools are Al-
bertus Magnus College, Central 
Connecticut State University,  
Connecticut College, Quinni-
piac University, Sacred Heart 
University, Southern Connecti-
cut State University, Trinity 
College, University of Bridge-
port, University of Hartford, 
Western Connecticut State Uni-
versity and Yale University, ac-
cording to the report.   

UConn, however, does com-
pare favorably to other Con-

necticut universities in the fact 
that it has a higher graduation 
rate for underrepresented mi-
nority populations, Dowell said.  

“This means that even if a 
student of color from a low-in-
come family takes on more debt 
to attend UConn than [they] 
might have to attend a school in 
another state, at least [they are] 
likely to graduate with a mean-
ingful credential,” Dowell said.  

Education Reform Now CT 
is the state chapter of the na-
tional organization that works 
to advance equity and protect 
civil rights in an academic set-
ting, Dowell said. For the re-
port, Dowell said that they col-
lected public data from College 
Results Online, a database that 
pulls information from the U.S. 
Department of Education’s In-
tegrated Postsecondary Educa-
tion Data System.  

Dowell said that Education 
Reform Now CT focused on six-
year graduation rates, six-year 
graduation rates for students 
of color and net prices with the 
data from Connecticut’s four 
year colleges. They determined 
that Connecticut schools, on 
average, have low graduation 
rates and high net prices.  

“Our analysis finds that [one] 
there’s a set of CT’s four-year 
colleges that have low rates 

of completion, either for their 
general populations or for un-
derrepresented minority sub-
groups,” Dowell said. “[Two] 
there’s a set of CT’s four-year 
colleges that charge an excep-
tionally high net price to stu-
dents from the lowest income 
families and [three] there’s a 
set of CT’s four-year colleges 
that do both — combining low 
graduation rates and high net 
prices for low-income students 
relative to peer institutions na-
tionally.”  

Dowell said it is important to 
analyze this data because it can 
help students to decide which 
college they want to attend and 
it help highlights the need for 
legislature.  

“The takeaway from this 
study is that too many Con-
necticut students are simply not 
set up for success. Connecticut 
can and should do better by its 
students,” Dowell said. “This 
data shows that our institutions 
of higher education are some-
times leaving our most vulner-
able students worse off than 
before they enrolled. When we 
ask young people to take on 
debt without even earning the 
credentials that will allow for 
paying it off — that also has 
a compounding effect on our 
state economy.” 

Rachel Philipson
STA F F  W R I T E R

The 12 schools were listed 
as charging at least double 
what national peers charge 
students from low-income 

families, which are families 
who make at or below 

$30,000 per year.

10 wounded in shooting 
near New Orleans’ 
French Quarter

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Ten 
people were shot and wounded 
early Sunday near the French 
Quarter in New Orleans, a 
popular spot for tourists. Hours 
later in another part of town, an-
other shooting killed two men 
and wounded two others.

Police said both shootings re-
main under investigation, and 
authorities did not immediately 
draw any connection between 
them.

Two of the 10 people shot on 
Canal Street near the French 
Quarter were in critical condi-
tion in local hospitals, Police 
Superintendent Shaun Fergu-
son said. No arrests were an-
nounced by midday Sunday, 
and police did not immediately 
release information about any of 
the victims.

“What happened in our city 
overnight was a cowardly and 
senseless act that we cannot and 
will not tolerate,” Ferguson said 
in a statement.

He said New Orleans has seen 
a significant reduction in violent 
crime over the past four years.

Ferguson told The New Or-
leans Advocate/The Times-Pic-
ayune that a person of interest 
has been detained, but it was 
not immediately clear whether 
the person had any connection 
to the shooting.

The first shootings happened 
about 3:20 a.m. on a busy com-
mercial block of Canal Street 
that has streetcar tracks and is 
near many hotels.

Ferguson said police quickly 
responded to the scene as pa-
trols were heightened for this 
weekend’s Bayou Classic, the 
annual Thanksgiving weekend 
rivalry football game between 
Grambling State and Southern 
University at the Mercedes-
Benz Superdome.

“While this investigation is in 
the very beginning stages, one 
thing is certain — we will not 

stop until we identify and arrest 
those responsible,” Ferguson 
said in his statement.

New Orleans Mayor Latoya 
Cantrell also pledged to bring 
the perpetrators to justice.

“The shootings on Canal 
Street early this morning were 
an ugly disruption of an other-
wise beautiful holiday weekend. 
We will do everything we can to 
wrap the victims and their fami-
lies in our love and support, and 
to bring the criminals responsi-
ble to justice,” she said via Twit-
ter on Sunday.

Kenneth Culbreth told The 
New Orleans Advocate/The 
Times-Picayune that he had 
gone into a CVS pharmacy in the 
early morning hours to make a 
quick purchase. Moments later, 
he walked out to a crime scene.

“On my way out of the CVS, I 
heard pops,” Culbreth said. “It 
was so many, I couldn’t keep 
count.”

Culbreth spent the rest of the 
morning watching the scene, 
with law enforcement and sev-
eral emergency vehicles moving 
in and out at a rapid pace.

Police initially said 10 people 
were wounded. They later said 
11 were wounded, but the police 
department then sent a state-
ment saying the correct number 
was 10.

The shooting on Canal Street 
happened near the spot where 
10 people were shot, one of them 
fatally, on Bourbon Street in 
the French Quarter on Nov. 27, 
2016. One man was convicted 
of attempted manslaughter and 
obstruction of justice, but jurors 
could not reach a verdict on a 
second-degree murder charge. 
Another man awaits trial.

The shooting Sunday after-
noon that killed two men and 
wounded two others happened 
in a residential area about 3 
miles (5 kilometers) north of the 
French Quarter.

The November 2019 report “Less For More: Low Rates of Completion and high costs at Connecti-
cut’s Four-Year Colleges” found that UConn and 12 other four-year Connecticut universities have 
higher net prices for low-income students. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

SLEEP, cont. from p. 1
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The Ballard Institute and 
Museum of Puppetry will  pre-
senting “Peter and the Wolf” by 
National Marionette Theatre as 
part of their Fall Puppet Per-
formance Series, Kegler said. 
There will be two performanc-
es, one at 11 a.m. and another at 
2 p.m.  

According to the Downtown 
Storrs website, tickets can be 
purchased in advance at the 
Ballard Institute and Museum 
of Puppetry, by calling 860-
486-8580 or online. Tickets may 
also be purchased at the Ballard 
Institute on the day of perfor-
mance starting at 10 a.m. There 
will be open seating day of, as 
well. 

There will also be a narrated 
preview of The Nutcracker pre-
sented by the Mansfield Com-
munity Center and Miss Kelly 
Productions, Kegler said. The 
full production of The Nut-
cracker will be performed on 
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. and 
6 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 15 at 1 
p.m. 

“In this preview performance, 
community dancers of all ages 
will join together to perform 
the classic tale with an original 
narration by Miss Kelly,” Kegler 
said.  

During the event, there will 
be a variety of “seasonal tunes 
by local musicians as they stroll 
and sing throughout Downtown 
Storrs,” according to the Down-
town Storrs website. 

Kegler said that they enjoy 
having singers from both the 
Mansfield and UConn commu-
nity.  

“For the Seventh Annual 
Winter Welcome, we are excited 
to have nine music ensembles 
offering strolling performances 
of seasonal favorites including 
the E. O. Smith Choir, Mans-
field Middle School Chamber 
Singers, the Consonare Choral 
Community, the UConn March-
ing Band Tubas, and five of 
UConn’s fabulous a cappella 
groups: Drop the Bass, Husky 
Hungama, Nothing Cleft to 
Lose, Rolling Tones, and the 
UConn Chordials,” Kegler said.  

There will also be a Stuff-a-
Cruiser Toy Drive lead by the 
Mansfield Resident Troopers, 
Kegler said. From 3 to 5 p.m., 
they will be collecting toys to 
be distributed by the Town of 
Mansfield Human Services 
Department at Betsy Paterson 
Square.

“Bring an unwrapped toy or 
gift card to donate to a child in 
need this holiday season,” Keg-
ler said. 

Winter Welcome to feature 
new and traditional events

Gatheru, a seventh semester 
student majoring in environ-
mental studies with minors in 
global studies and urban and 
community studies, will pur-
sue a graduate degree in nature, 
society and environmental gov-
ernance in her first year and 
is planning to earn another in 
evidence-based social interven-
tion and policy evaluation in her 
second. However, she said she 
may spend her second year do-
ing research instead.  

After the announcement, 
Gatheru sent out a tweet ac-
knowledging it and went to bed, 
thinking nothing of it. When 
she woke up, it was at 20,000 
likes, then 50,000 the next day 
and it now sits at more than 
85,000. 

Among the two thousand re-
plies to the viral tweet are con-
gratulatory words from New 
Jersey Senator and Democratic 
presidential primary candidate 
Cory Booker, Erica Lira Cas-
tro, a teacher from San Antonio 
and wife of Democratic primary 
candidate Julian Castro, a slew 
of Connecticut’s elected officials 
and Bernice King, daughter of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

“Having [Booker] specifi-
cally message me and say that, 
it touched me so much,” Gath-
eru said. “As someone who does 
eventually want to run for of-
fice, having someone like him 
recognize and say that I inspire, 
that’s crazy to me.” 

The scholarship was set up 
and funded by Cecil Rhodes and 
his estate. Rhodes was a known 
imperialist, white supremacist 
and colonialist who made a for-
tune in the South African min-
ing industry. He then served as 

the Prime Minister to the Cape 
Colony before committing the 
money to fund the scholarship 
in his will. 

“Many of his directly racist 
statements, ideologies and prac-
tices, especially with South Af-
ricans were towards black Af-
ricans,” Gatheru said. “Being a 
black African and being able to 
have the opportunity to be ev-
erything that he would have not 
thought of, I take so much pride 
in that because I see that as ac-
tively transforming a legacy to 
help black and brown people.” 

She also mentioned how she 
wants to empower black and 
brown people in her intended 
field of environmental studies, 
a space where they haven’t al-
ways had the same opportuni-
ties as white people.  

Gatheru, who grew up in a 
family of nurses and medical 

professionals, intends to pur-
sue a career in public service. 
She committed herself to seven 
years of public service by ac-
cepting the Truman fellowship 
in April.  

“I do want to take a very di-
rect role in regard to environ-
mental policy, I see myself doing 
that immediately while I’m at 
Oxford and afterward, but I do 
want to run for office and be one 
of our U.S. Senators,” Gatheru 
said. 

After finishing her time at 
Oxford, Gatheru said she plans 
to go to law school in the United 
States as well. Once she is done 
with school, she plans to run for 
office at some point in her life, 
with an eye on a Senate seat.  

“I have never conceptualized 
a future that wasn’t in public 
service, that was I all consid-
ered,” Gatheru said.

UConn student earns Rhodes, 
Truman and Udall fellowships

Wawa Gatheru’s accomplishment of earning the Rhodes, Tru-
man and Udall fellowships earned the attention of Senators and 
Democratic primary candidates, teachers and other elected 
officials. PHOTO COURTESY WAWA GATHERU

UConn sees its 1st snowfall of the season

State police arrest dozens for 
driving under the influence

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. 
(AP) — The Connecticut State 
Police have arrested dozens of 
motorists over the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend for driving un-
der the influence of drugs or 
alcohol.

Staring at midnight on 
Wednesday through 7 a.m. 
on Sunday, state troopers re-
sponded to about 6,200 calls 
for service, and responded to 
more than 400 accidents.

Those included two fatal 
motor vehicle accidents. The 
first one happened Thursday 
night in Plainville, the second 
occurred Friday afternoon in 
Norwalk.

Troopers arrested 47 individu-
als for driving under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol. Eight of 
the arrests stemmed from road-
way collisions.

Troopers also issued 363 cita-
tions for speeding, 20 citations for 
failing to use seatbelts, and nearly 
1,200 hazardous moving viola-
tions like unsafe lane changes, 
and tailgating.

Troopers issued 363 
citations for speeding, 20 

citations for dailing to 
use seatbelts and nearly 
1,200 hazardous moving 

violations like unsafe lane 
changes and tailgating.

The University of Connecticut campus was adorned with holiday lights as it saw its first snowfall of the season. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, STAF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

WINTER, cont. from p. 1

WAWA, cont. from p. 1
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F
or many college campuses, reporting 
certain incidences is something that is 
very difficult to do. One of these rea-
sons could be a lack of guidelines for 
how to do so online, and many of these 
incidences include but are not limited 

to bias based on identity, sexual violence and hazing. 
The University of Connecticut is working to combat 
this by creating a website that will receive all of these 
reports and direct them to be dealt with accordingly. 

On Nov. 13, UConn President Thomas Katsouleas 
sent out an email to the UConn community that details 
some of these changes. With regards to the reporting 
website, Katsouleas said that he has directed Student 
Affairs, the Office of Diversity and Inclusion as well as 
the Office of Institutional Equity to create this website 
in order to make reporting much easier, and so that 
UConn as a whole can handle these incidences better 
by directing them appropriately. 

This is a positive step for UConn. In many univer-
sities, it is difficult for students to report on certain 
incidences, especially incidences regarding sexual 
violence. With this website, students should hope-
fully feel safer reporting, and should get the help that 
they need. 

Creating this website will also help UConn get bet-
ter statistics about instances of sexual violence. Many 
universities have had problems getting such statistics, 
and therefore have trouble combating these problems. 
With a better website, more attention can be called to 
sexual violence, and the UConn community can work 
towards reducing sexual violence on campus. 

This is true for the other incidences that Katsouleas 
has listed as well, including hazing and bias based on 
identity. With what has happened, especially recently, 
within the UConn community, the website should be 
helpful in combatting hazing and identity bias, which 
includes racism, sexism, violence against the LG-
BTQIA+ community and many other types of violence. 

UConn will hopefully set an example for other uni-
versities to follow. With this new, streamlined report-
ing website, the environment at UConn will improve. 

Editorial

UConn creates 
website to aid 
with reporting

The UConn Administration is not our friend

Cars have no place in cities
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We are told that the university is 
a safe space — that it protects the 
most marginalized on campus. We 
are told that the university looks 
out for the interests of students, 
prioritizing the needs of minori-

ties and oppressed identities. Does 
the university prioritize the op-
pressed? 

Rather than standing with the 
oppressed, this university pri-
oritizes the interests of corporate 
executives. The main governing 
body for this school — the Board 
of Trustees — allows for Insur-
ance company businessman from 
corporations like Cigna and Trav-
elers to have far more power than 
students, who hold next to no pow-
er. Our current board of Trustees 
even includes David Lehman who 
has a history at Goldman Sachs 
and played a role in the 2008 finan-
cial collapse.     

The university prioritizes the 
interests of the police and crimi-
nal justice system in this country. 
UConn police have told survivors 
of sexual assault that “Women 
need to stop spreading their legs 
like peanut butter or rape is going 
to keep happening until the cows 
come home.” 

The university prioritizes the 
interests of the weapons manufac-
turers. The production of knowl-
edge at this school is oriented 
towards vestiges of the military in-
dustrial complex like Electric Boat 
and Raytheon. This school spends 
huge sums of money to host Lock-
heed Martin day, where makers of 
weapons of war and destruction 
are allowed to parade themselves 
in front of students. While it is 
possible that this university could 
be a leader in pioneering green 

engineering jobs, this school has 
not moved one inch away from 
maintaining a war economy based 
around the U.S. military (the larg-
est single emitter of CO2) that our 
engineering graduates are forced 
to be a part of whether they like it 
or not. 

The university prioritizes the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
which has traumatized countless 
communities of color and which 
deports and detains hundreds of 
thousands of undocumented peo-
ple in this country every year. The 
Department of Homeland Security 
has a certificate of excellence on the 
Information and Technologies and 
Engineering building on campus.

The university prioritizes the in-
terests of the rotten capitalist poli-
ticians. The university has hosted 
Chris Murphy who recently gave 
support to the U.S.-backed coup 
in Bolivia, which is currently de-

priving indigenous people of their 
rights in the most violent manner . 
In 2016, the university hosted Hen-
ry Kissinger, who was a key politi-
cal figure in the continuation of the 
US wars in South-East Asia and 
the US-organized overthrow of the 
government of Chile in 1973. The 
University continues to give out 
an award for human rights named 
after Thomas J. Dodd, a man who 
directly supported the murder of 
indigenous people in Guatemala 
and personally forwarded efforts 
to have Martin Luther King Jr. ar-
rested. The recipients of this award 
include Bill Clinton, a man respon-
sible for the murder of tens of thou-
sands of Sudanese, and Tony Blair, 

a man who played a major part in 
the catastrophic war in Iraq that 
killed over 700,000 Iraqis. 

We should not partner with the 
administration in our activist ef-
forts. It has already demonstrated 
that it is not our friend. Within the 
past two years it has hosted right 
wing anti-abortion groups on cam-
pus, mishandled issues with non-
binary students through ResLife, 
tried to force the cancellation of an 
event featuring Palestinian-Femi-
nist Linda Sarsour and spent huge 
sums of money hiring law firms 
from New Jersey to bust unioniza-
tion efforts from graduate workers. 

The interests of the university 
are more often than not on the side 
of our enemy: The ruling class. 
However, work within the univer-
sity bodies must not be ruled out 
as a tactic, especially given that we 
are in the earliest of stages in the 
progression toward independent 
organizing on campus. Nonethe-
less, this should be our goal: Inde-
pendent power. 

In the wake of recent campus 
activism, it is important to reflect 
on strategy and tactics regarding 
how to maneuver about the top of-
fices of the school. To focus efforts 
on collaborating with the UConn 
administration would be disas-
trous. Attention must be placed on 
building popular movements that 
involve as many students, workers 
and faculty in this school as pos-
sible. The recent March of Solidar-
ity is a good step forward in this 
regard.  

We ought to organize ourselves 
so that when we, the students, sub-
mit climate justice demands, the 
university is forced to respond to 
student power. We ought to orga-
nize ourselves so that when rac-
ism happens on campus, it is not 
that the issue is swept under the 
rug by the administration or some 
external group, but rather that the 
racists and the university adminis-
tration are forced to respond to all 
of us.  

The university will always pro-
tect its interests; we must fight for 
our interests.  

There are many obvious prob-
lems with the architecture, plan-
ning and public transportation 
here in Storrs. However, to a 
certain extent the university has 
limited car traffic and this is a 
tremendous advantage for ev-
eryone on campus.  

Many buildings in Storrs are 
— unlike in traffic-congested 
cities — not adjacent to parking 
lots and only accessible by foot. 
Storrs, Mansfield, Glenbrook, 
Gilbert and Hillside roads form 
a sort of square inside which are 
most academic buildings and 
outside of which are most dorms. 
This road network is mostly the 
only place for private transpor-
tation on campus and as a result 
we commute to classes without 
much of the inconvenience and 
safety issues associated with 
high traffic. In general, there is 
low vehicle air pollution and the 
university’s carbon footprint is 
substantially lower prioritizing 

walking and public transport. 
It is important to distinguish 

between private cars and indus-
trial vehicles. If a business re-
quires transportation of goods 
or labor which cannot be done 
through public transport this 
must be accommodated with 
unique licenses. Removing pri-
vate cars from public spaces is 
not about immediately eliminat-
ing cars, it is about prioritizing 
important traffic, the most im-
portant of which being pedes-
trian. Frequently we see vehicles 
on Fairfield Way. These are not 
privately owned but operating 
for the university, performing 
maintenance, bringing materials 
to various buildings, shuttling 
students and faculty.  

Certain roads in Storrs are 
public spaces where students so-
cialize, relax, demonstrate, per-
form and create culture. These 
are impossibilities when private 
cars dominate. The success of 
UConn’s car policy is that many 
roads still allow few key vehicles 
while simultaneously being pub-
lic spaces existing for the benefit 

of pedestrians. This model is not 
only a great boon to Storrs but 
is applicable to urban environ-
ments anywhere.  

The United States enjoys a sub-
urban culture, as a result of mas-
sive auto-industry lobbying and 
racism amongst other forms of 
violence. This means that many 
commute long distances from 
suburban homes to urban cen-
ters for work, constituting a large 

portion of traffic in urban areas. 
Until this mindless social orga-
nization is remedied, any urban 
transportation policy needs to 
consider suburban workers as 
well.   

These workers can be helped 
away from expensive private 
transport through buses and 
trains from suburbs and exten-
sive parking on the outskirts 
of urban public transportation 
networks. Perhaps robust pub-
lic housing could allow workers 
to live near their employment? 
A truly radical idea. These solu-
tions are all applicable in Storrs. 
Commuter students here suf-
fer greatly as a result of limited 
and expensive parking, housing 
and public transportation to and 
from campus. All of these things 
could be easily remedied by the 
administration, but commuters 
are a marginalized population 
like many others in the student 
body. 

There are massive problems 
with public transportation in 
many American cities. It is ex-
pensive, unavailable, inefficient, 

slow and frequently inacces-
sible. This doesn’t mean that 
millions of urban Americans 
do not travel, work and survive 
under these conditions. Remov-
ing private cars from cities is not 
punishment for those who cur-
rently own cars, because they 
will be brought to the same play-
ing field as the vast majority of 
urban workers. Perhaps without 
private cars they will be forced to 
invest rather than divest them-
selves in the improvement of 
these vital public transportation 
systems.  

When we examine the func-
tion of private traffic in urban ar-
eas, it is to service those who can-
not afford housing in the city and 
those who can afford the conve-
nience of private cars. Both par-
ties and the community at large 
suffer as a result of our reliance 
on expensive, environmentally 
harmful and inefficient private 
transportation. Everyone should 
be able to depend upon strong 
public transportation to com-
mute, work and live. Cars simply 
have no place in the equation.

Ruwan Munasinghe
C O N T R I B U T O R

Harrison Raskin
C O N T R I B U T O R

We should not partner 
with the administration 
in our activist efforts. 

Attention must be 
placed on building 

popular movements 
that involve as many 

students, workers 
and faculty in this 
school as possible.

The success of UConn’s 
car policy is that 
many roads still 

allow few key vehicles 
while simultaneously 
being public spaces 

existing for the benefit 
of pedestrians. This 
model is not only a 

great boon to Storrs 
but is applicable to 

urban environments 
anywhere.  
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The legacy of the 1998 film 
“Shakespeare in Love” is as 
interesting as the film itself, 
known in equal parts for its own 
quality as a piece of cinema as 
it is for winning Best Picture 
at the 71st Academy Awards, 
an award many believe should 
have rightfully gone to Steven 
Spielberg’s classic “Saving Pri-
vate Ryan.” 

This type of notoriety works 
in favor of Connecticut Reper-
tory Theater’s new production, 
as many people are familiar 
with the title, but the number 
of people who have actually seen 
the film and are aware of its plot 
is probably far smaller. 

The show’s strength lies in 
its performances, headlined by 
Jack Dillon and Erin Cessna. In 
the role of Shakespeare, Dillon 
brings an infectious charm and 
humor, mixing strong line deliv-
ery with entertaining physical 
comedy. His erratic behavior 
is far removed from the unap-
proachable quality so many 
associate with Shakespeare’s 
works, giving us a relatable, 
lovable protagonist.  

In truth, Cessna’s character, 
Viola, is probably the most in-
teresting character in the story, 
providing an interesting layer 
on the classic doomed love 
plotline. In being both Shake-
speare’s lover and star perform-
er, Viola’s arc carries the most 
narrative force, caught in a con-
stant battle between oppressive 
societal forces and her own need 
for self-actualization. Thank-

CRT’s ‘Shakespeare in Love’ is a rousing tale 
of romance and the magic of theatre

Evan Burns
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fully, Cessna fully delivers in 
her performance, loading each 
line with poignant emotion. 

Some of the show’s best mo-
ments are between Shakespeare 
and fellow playwright Christo-
pher Marlowe, played expert-
ly by Mauricio Miranda. The 
chemistry between Miranda 
and Dillon is electric, and any 
scene with the two of them is 
guaranteed to be full of energy 
and wit. Marlowe’s role has 
been substantially beefed up 
from being almost a cameo in 
the film. Whereas the Marlowe 
of the film offers only minor 
inspiration to Shakespeare, 
here the two are close friends 
who collaborate at great length 
throughout. While this may be 
seen as detracting from Shake-
speare’s own brilliance, these 
scenes highlight another of the 
era’s greatest literary minds and 
give respect to a legacy that re-
mains unknown by most. 

The rest of the cast does an 
excellent job as well, with stand-
outs from Scottish actor Antho-
ny Cochrane as theatre manager 
Henslowe, Matthew Antoci as 
loan shark turned theatre pro-
ducer Fennyman, Adrianna 
Simmons as Nurse and Leone 
Rodriguez as Webster, an as-
piring actor with a concerning 
affinity for gore. 

While most of the film’s plot 
has been deftly adapted to the 
stage, there remain certain ele-
ments that were handled bet-
ter in the film. The arrivals of 
Edmund Tilney and Lord Wes-
sex at the playhouse during the 
play’s climax are now much ear-
lier, yet this alteration hardly 
serves to better the plot as the 

two of them are awkwardly 
shoved down a trap door until 
the time of their entrance in the 
film, leaving me to wonder why 
this was changed at all.  

The costumes by Brittny 
Mahan are one of the most sur-
prising elements of the show, 
mixing traditional Elizabethan 
dress with modern attire. While 
this was a choice I was unsure 
of at first, I soon got used to it 
and found it to flow very natu-
rally with the rest of the show. 
With the attempts of the play, 
as well as the film it is based 
on, to present a Shakespeare 
for modern audiences to enjoy, 
dressing the characters in more 
modern clothing fits well with 
the updated dialogue and char-
acterizations.  

The music attempts to use 
the same trick, incorporating 
modern electric guitar into some 
scenes. I found this less success-
ful, usually feeling a bit forced 
in and jarring. Otherwise, the 
score was well orchestrated, es-
pecially in its usage of vocals. 
While not a musical by any 
means, background singing is 
often used to enhance the mood 
of a scene, be it dramatic or co-
medic (as in the case of Bryan 
Mittelstadt’s hilarious role as 
the boatman).  

At the end of the day, the story 
of “Shakespeare in Love” may 
not be as epic or monumental as 
the works of Shakespeare him-
self, but it is at least a charming 
story. There is humor in it and 
some fascinating tidbits of infor-
mation on influential historical 
figures. The language is more 
accessible than real Shakespear-
ean dialogue and the story is 

more a historical fiction than 
a dry biography. That is what 
gives the story such broad ap-
peal and makes it an apt choice 
for CRT to end its season on. 

CRT does a laudable job tak-
ing this story and filling it with 
excitement and fun that all audi-
ences can enjoy. The acting is top 
notch all around and the staging 
is truly impressive. Regardless 
of personal tastes, there will be 

something in this play for you. 
I happily give “Shakespeare in 
Love” my recommendation and 
encourage you all to go see it, 
if at least to get a last bit of fun 
before finals week hits. 

“Shakespeare in Love” will 
be playing at the Harriet S. Jor-
gensen Theatre from Dec. 4 to 
Dec. 8. You can pick up tickets 
on CRT’s website or at the box 
office before each show.

When “Frozen” came out in 
2013, a full six years ago, col-
lege students today were ei-
ther in middle school or early 
high school. We were just on 
the edge of the movie’s target 
audience. And unlike most 
creators of animated movies, 
the makers of “Frozen 2” ac-
knowledged this and created a 
film that can only be described 
as elevated from its predeces-
sor. “Frozen 2” is dark, mature 
and generally better than the 
original. 

This change is prevalent in 
every character, but especial-
ly in Olaf, who having lived 
through summer in his new 
permafrost state, is beginning 
to age and gain more grown-up 
insights. He crosses the movie 
screen/real world divide and 
tells the audience they look 
older during his first scene in 
the film, and then meets their 

Rebecca Maher 
S E N I O R  STA F F  W R I T E R

‘Frozen 2:’ Dark, mature and elevated
six years of growth with his 
own. He asks existential ques-
tions about life and death and 
purpose and makes psychol-
ogy-major type comments. In 
“Frozen,” he had been debat-
ably loveable, but in “Frozen 2” 
his mature humor is refresh-
ingly hilarious and his 
personality goes from 
2-D to intensely complex.  

Because “Frozen 2” 
is oddly dark, Olaf and 
Kristoff act as crucial 
comic relief. Olaf ’s song 
“When I Am Older ” 
perfectly melds the hu-
morous theme prevalent 
throughout the film that 
grown-ups don’t actually 
know or understand ev-
erything with the child-
ish notion that they do. 
This helps to bring in 
both the old, now aged 
audience, with the new 
audience of little kids 
being brought in by their par-
ents, in a way that is humorous 
to both. Kristoff ’s song “Lost in 

the Woods” was by far the fun-
niest part of the entire movie 
— next to the canon scene of 
Olaf recapping the plot of “Fro-
zen” — due to its ‘90s boy band 
music video-type style. It was 
simply a work of art. 

The themes of “Frozen 2” 

were surprising considering 
the first movie was about na-
ivety and the bond of sister-

hood. These themes include 
the inevitability of change and 
aging, the overwhelming dark-
ness of grief and sacrifice and 
white supremacy. It’s hard to 
say how these themes are un-
derstood by audiences of tod-
dlers and small children, but 

they are completely rel-
evant and poignant to any 
young adults watching. 

In fact, a lot of the 
movie seemed to be tar-
geted to the audience that 
had been young six years 
ago but is now older, rath-
er than the little kids who 
may be watching. There 
was one point toward 
the beg inning where 
Elsa and Olaf fall asleep, 
and Anna jumps at the 
chance to make out with 
Kristoff. But more shock-
ing is Anna’s comment to 
Kristoff at the end of, “I 
prefer you in leather.” 

Judging by the shrieks of sur-
prised laughter from the adults 
in the audience, that line was 
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“Frozen 2” was 
unexpectedly won-

derful and is sure to 
gain fans even from 
those who didn’t like 
“Frozen” in the fi rst 

place.
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only interpreted in one way. 
The film is also more evolved 

from its predecessor in ani-
mation and in the visual as-
pects of the characters. While 
the animation of the original 
wasn’t subpar in any way, six 
years of technological and ar-
tistic advancement is clear in 
the realistic and beautiful way 
the ocean waves move, the soft 
fine lines of hair f lowing off 
the heads of the characters and 
the beautiful background of 
each scene. The animators also 
made their characters more re-
alistic by changing them up 
throughout the movie. Anna 
and Elsa are no longer those 
two Disney princesses in 
braids and standard dresses, 
but girls with very versatile 
hair and entire wardrobes to 
show off. 

All in all, “Frozen 2” was 
unexpectedly wonderful and 
is sure to gain fans even from 
those who didn’t like “Frozen” 
in the first place. 

Rating 5/5
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In a crowded year for films, 
“Knives Out” may be the finest of 
all. Whip-smart, shocking, beau-
tifully acted and perfectly paced, 
this film offers a cinematic ex-
perience like no other this year. 
Shying away from the bombast 
of blockbusters yet still featuring 
a cast of major stars and coming 
from a completely original story 
by director/writer/producer Rian 
Johnson, “Knives Out” is a breath 
of fresh air for the film industry. 

Christopher Plummer (“The 
Sound of Music”) plays Harlan 
Thrombey, a millionaire novelist 
known for his popular mystery 
books. After Thrombey is found 
dead of an apparent suicide, the 
Thrombey family gathers at his 
estate for the funeral. While the 
case may seem fairly cut and dry, 
the family is visited by two po-
lice officers, played by Lakeith 
Stanfield (“Get Out”) and Noah 
Segan, and the world-famous 
private investigator Benoit Blanc, 
played to absolute perfection by 
James Bond himself: Daniel Craig. 
Blanc suspects there may be more 
to Thrombey’s death than meets 
the eye, and so begins an intricate 
mystery filled with twists and sur-
prises. 

The ensemble cast Johnson was 
able to put together for this film is 
simply stellar. Craig is brilliant as 
Detective Blanc, delivering one of 
my favorite performances of the 
year. His strong southern drawl 
and old-fashioned bearing make 
him instantly likeable and prove 
the amazing range Craig has as 
an actor.  

Still, while Craig’s performance 

‘Knives Out’ is so much more than just another murder mystery 
Evan Burns
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often steals the show, he is not the 
real main character of the film. In-
stead, we mostly follow the story of 
Thrombey’s nurse Marta Cabrera, 
played by relatively unknown 
Cuban actress Ana de Armas. 
While it was surprising at first to 
learn that Craig was not the star, 
as the film’s marketing appeared 
to present him, it was by no means 
a disappointment. De Armas is 
so kind, sweet and positive as Ca-
brera that it is impossible not to 
like her every bit as much as Craig. 
With this being her first leading 
role in a mainstream film, I can-
not wait to see more of de Armas 
in the future. 

The remainder of the Thrombey 
family is a treasure trove of talent. 
In the role of Harlan’s daughter 
Linda is Jamie Lee Curtis, known 
for her roles in such films as “Hal-
loween,” “Trading Places” and 
“Freaky Friday.” Linda’s husband, 
Richard, is played by Don Johnson, 
star of “Miami Vice” and currently 
featured in HBO’s “Watchmen.” 
Their son, Ransom, is none other 
than Chris Evans, known best for 
his role as Captain America in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe.  

Also in the Thrombey family 
is Harlan’s son Walt, played by 
Michael Shannon (“Nocturnal 
Animals”), Walt’s wife Donna, 
played by Riki Lindhome (“Gar-
funkel and Oates”) and their son 
Jacob, played by Jaeden Martell 
(“It”). Finally, we have Harlan’s 
daughter-in-law Joni, played by 
Toni Collette (“Hereditary”), and 
her daughter Meg, played by 
Katherine Langford (“13 Reasons 
Why”). Frank Oz, the voice of 
Yoda, Cookie Monster and Miss 
Piggy, even makes a brief cameo 
as Harlan Thrombey’s attorney. 

Even with so many characters 

to juggle, none of these actors feel 
underutilized. Johnson’s script is 
carefully crafted to ensure that 
every character gets their time to 
shine and is able to come across 
with a distinct, memorable per-
sonality, something helped greatly 
by the terrific performances of the 
incredible cast. 

While the cast is undeniably a 
major strength of the film, it is far 
from the only thing “Knives Out” 
has going for it. The story itself 
is richly told, standing alongside 
the very best of the genre from the 
likes of Agatha Christie and Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle. The struc-
ture of the film is unlike any other 
mystery I have seen, revealing 
what appear to be major answers 
early on only to completely subvert 
what you think you know later on. 
This strategy of mysteries within 
mysteries proves to be very effec-
tive and is what keeps the film so 
engaging for its full runtime of 130 
minutes. 

Unfortunately, apart from my 
earlier summary of the film’s 
premise, I cannot reveal any more 
about the plot without giving away 
major spoilers. What I can say is 
that the film’s basic themes are 
part of what makes it stand apart 
from other mystery stories I have 
seen in print or on screen. The 
film is, in its very essence, deeply 
political. We have all heard the 
old jokes about heated political 
talk with your extended family 
over Thanksgiving dinner. Now 
imagine that same atmosphere but 
with the tension ramped up to an 
eleven. 

A few timely political topics are 
broached, but none so much as the 
highly controversial issue of im-
migration. The character Marta is 
an immigrant from Latin America, 

and much of her story deals with 
how this aspect of her life affects 
her family and how other people 
perceive her. The film is written 
from an angle clearly sympathetic 
to the plight of immigrants, show-
ing immigrants as people instead 
of political props. 

At this time of year, movie the-
aters are crowded with major 
awards contenders, and it can 
become difficult to decide what 
is and is not worth seeing. If you 

go to see one film this holiday sea-
son, it should be “Knives Out.” Not 
only will it entertain you, but it will 
also make you think, not just about 
the political issues raised but also 
about your family and responsi-
bilities as part of a family. For a 
film released during the holidays, 
there couldn’t be a better topic to 
consider. Do yourself a favor and 
get your ticket to “Knives Out” 
soon.  

Rating: 5/5
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Marielle Heller’s newest film 
“A Beautiful Day in the Neighbor-
hood” follows a reporter named 
Lloyd Vogel, a jaded writer for Es-
quire magazine who is assigned to 
write about the famed children’s 
television host Fred Rogers.   

There is something to be said 
about a movie starring Tom 
Hanks. For decades, he has 
charmed audiences with his abil-
ity to melt away as a character. In 
“A Beautiful Day in the Neighbor-
hood,” Hanks once again displays 
his talents. Playing an icon like 
Rogers is no easy task. However, 
Hanks is able to capture the aes-
thetic of Rogers and do so convinc-
ingly.  

Heller’s choice to focus mainly 
on Vogel’s life instead of Rogers 
is a strange choice at first, but 
somehow it works. The contrast 
between the cheery Rogers and 
the bleak Vogel offer two different 
sides of life and how one comple-
ments the other.  

The film may be rated PG, but 
it is certainly not for kids. Topics 
such as abandonment and death 
are a focal point of the story. The 
framing and lighting of each scene 
seems similar to Heller’s previ-
ous film “Can You Ever Forgive 
Me?” a drama about an alcoholic 
writer forging letters to make ends 
meet. While there’s no problem 
with Heller borrowing techniques 
used in other films, it’s hard to see 
why she would use the same tech-
nical features of an R-rated drama 
in a family film about Mr. Rogers. 

The emotional impact of “A 
Beautiful Day in the Neighbor-

Ian Ward
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‘A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood’ 
will charm you away 

hood” is not as strong as Mor-
gan Neville’s 2018 Mr. Rogers 
documentary “Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor?” It tried to connect with 
audience members by showing the 
progression of Vogel and the rela-
tionship with his father, but when 
compared to the life of Rogers, 
Vogel’s narrative seemed boring. 

There are also songs featured in 
the film that seemed corny and out 
of place. The overall score, how-
ever, was well done. Probably the 
most creative part of the film had 
to be the transition scenes. They 
were filmed in the style of the 
train sets featured on “Mr. Rogers 
Neighborhood.” It was very nice 
seeing New York City in a warm 
blocky state. Just like the show, 
the scenes were well designed and 
made the film feel more gentle. 

The best moments of the film 
came when Rogers was hosting 
his show. The amount of detail 
Heller went through to recreate 
the iconic look of “Mr. Rogers 
Neighborhood” was worth it given 
how accurate it looks compared to 
the actual show. It was also funny 
to see Hanks lend his voice to the 
puppets King Friday and Daniel 
Tiger. It wouldn’t be surprising 
if Hanks hosted his own version 
of “Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood” 
given his ability to lighten the spir-
its of anyone. 

“A Beautiful Day in the Neigh-
borhood” is a nice tribute to Rog-
ers and his effect on others. Heller 
was able to capture the joy of Rog-
ers while also showing the harsh 
realities life can bring. There was 
no forced message that tells people 
to be good. Instead Heller leaves 
the audience to decide how they 
want to treat others. 

Rating: 4.5/5

Coldplay has earned a cer-
tain reputation over the years. 
People have long associated 
them with sappy ballads and 
easy-to-digest pop hits as they 
have dominated the charts for 
the past decade. However, Cold-
play released their new album 
“Everyday Life” on Nov. 22, 
and while their chart-topping 
style isn’t going away any time 
soon, the band has certain-
ly changed the game a bit 
with these new songs.  

The album is technically 
a double album, with the 
first half titled “Sunrise” 
and the second half titled 
“Sunset.” This was at first 
exciting to hear, but both of 
these halves are only about 
25 minutes long each, mean-
ing that “Everyday Life” 
still only has the length of 
a normal album.  

The lead single from 
the album, which is titled 
“Orphans,” has the dis-
tinctive Coldplay sound that 
listeners have come to expect 
from the band over the past few 
years. The hook is huge, with 
singer Chris Martin singing, 
“I want to know / When I can 
go / Back and get drunk with 
my friends” accompanied by 
a choir of schoolchildren and 
an outstanding bassline from 
Guy Berryman. The interesting 
part though is that the song is 
actually about children in Syria 
who have been left orphaned by 
bombings there. For how happy 
and cheerful the song sounds, 
the fact that it is about such a 
serious topic is an interesting 
and unusual move for the band. 
One could argue that it cheap-
ens these children’s plight, but it 
also broadens their specific situ-
ation to a wider human feeling: 
The desire to forget our worries 
and enjoy ourselves with loved 
ones.  

Coldplay takes an important step forward 
with ‘Everyday Life’

Ben Crnic
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Similarly to “Orphans,” many 
of the other songs on the album 
revolve around emotions people 
all across the world experience 
and the importance of caring 
about each other. These other 
songs though have a much dif-
ferent, less commercial sound 
than “Orphans” and consist of 
differing styles and sounds. A 
great example is “Arabesque,” 
which has an extended saxo-
phone solo and even a verse 
sung in French by Belgian art-
ist Stromae.  

“We share the same blood,” 
Martin repeatedly yells in the 
climax of the track. 

Another song, “Cry Cry Cry,” 
sounds like a slow blues song 
that should be sung by Etta 
James and features Martin sing-
ing “When you cry cry cry baby 
I’ll be by your side / Don’t want 
us to hurt each other or cause 
each other pain.”  

Much of the album also has 
religious themes, and some of 
the songs sound like they come 
from a church mass. “BrokEn” 
has obvious gospel influences 
and features numerous backing 
singers accompanying Martin 
in a call and response. “When 
I Need a Friend” sounds like it 
was recorded inside a church 
and features a male choir sing-
ing along with Martin.  

“Love reign o’er me / When 
I need a friend,” sings Martin 
in this vulnerable, emotionally 

loaded hymn.  
Surprisingly for Coldplay, 

“Everyday Life” even has po-
litical themes, which is one 
of the most exciting parts of 
the album. Coldplay usually 
shies away from overt political 
themes in favor of singing about 
love and life, but this album is 
much different.  

The most obvious politi-
cal commentary is in the song 
“Guns.” The song sounds like 
an early Bob Dylan protest song 
and has Chris Martin cursing, 

a rarity for a band such as 
Coldplay. 

“Everything’s gone so 
crazy / Everything tangled 
in blue / Everyone’s going 
f***ing crazy / Maybe I’m 
crazy too” declares Martin 
in “Guns.” 

Another political song is 
“Trouble in Town,” which 
has themes of police bru-
tality. During the climax of 
the song, a recording plays 
of a police officer yelling at 
someone to tell him their 
name while distorted gui-
tar from Jonny Buckland 

comes roaring in, hitting the 
listener with the adrenaline 
and dread that someone being 
pulled over might feel.  

“Everyday Life” is an impor-
tant step for Coldplay as they 
finally advance from an overly 
commercial sound on their last 
album “A Head Full of Dreams.” 
The songs are still plagued with 
cliché lyrics at some points 
though, especially the title track 
and “Daddy.” Still, the melodies 
and instrumentals mostly make 
up for this weakness, and Cold-
play has a knack for impacting 
the listener’s emotions even if 
the lyrics are a bit weak and the 
songs are less popular styles. 
It takes a good band to do this, 
and with this album, Coldplay 
further cements their status as 
a band who can truly appeal to 
anyone.  

Rating: 3.5/5

PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDBPHOTO COURTESY OF JUSTJARED
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With the holiday season just 
around the corner and the semes-
ter coming to an end, it’s time to 
figure out what you’re going to 
watch when you’re cozied up 
under a pile of blankets. Netflix 
is bringing some fun titles to its 
library in December while re-
moving others. Be on the look-
out for “Tiffany Haddish: Black 
Mitzvah,” an original stand-up 
special, and “A Christmas Prince: 
The Royal Baby,” the third install-
ment in the trilogy of Christmas 
films starring Rose McIver.  

Netflix is embracing the holiday 
season by adding festive titles like 
“A Cinderella Story: Christmas 
Wish,” “Home for Christmas” and 
“A Family Reunion Christmas” to 
its catalogue. On Dec. 1, the Aus-
tin Powers trilogy will be added to 
Netflix alongside the fourth and 
final season of “Eastsiders” as 
well as the 2017 drama and thrill-
er “Sweet Virginia,” starring Jon 
Bernthal. Anyone in the mood for 
a nostalgia trip will be delighted 
to hear that “The Adventures of 
Sharkboy and Lavagirl” will be 
added to the streaming site. 

A number of Netflix originals 
will be released in December. Part 
one of the fifth and final season of 
“Fuller House” will premiere on 
Dec. 6 while some may be excited 
for “Spirit Riding Free: The Spirit 
of Christmas,” the holiday spe-
cial for the animated kids series. 
Premiering on the same day will 
be the first season of “Glow Up,” 
a competition show about aspir-
ing makeup artists who navigate 
through many challenges to win 
a big prize that will help get them 
a foothold in the beauty industry. 

Scarlett Johansson and Adam 
Driver star in “Marriage Story,” 
directed by Academy Award-
nominated filmmaker Noah Ba-
umbach. The film will be added to 
Netflix on Dec. 6 and follows the 
story of a married couple going 
through a divorce while living on 

Cozy up with what’s coming 
to Netflix in December

Brandon Barzola
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opposite sides of the country. 
Ryan Reynolds stars in Michael 

Bay’s “6 Underground” an action 
flick that takes place in Italy and, 
as characteristic of Bay’s films, 
will feature lots of explosions and 
car chases. Ronny Chieng, known 
for his role in “Crazy Rich Asians” 
and as a Daily Show correspon-
dent, will have his own stand-up 
special called “Asian Comedian 
Destroys America!” 

For fans of the popular book 
and game series, season one of 
“The Witcher” will premiere on 
Dec. 20 starring Henry Cavill 
as the monster hunter Geralt of 
Rivia. Not much is known about 
what the show will entail, but 
early reviews already praise the 
show for its action and structure. 

John Mulaney fans will be ex-
cited for “John Mulaney & The 
Sack Lunch Bunch,” a musical 
comedy special where Mulaney 
will address grown-up topics with 
a cast of kids. Just in time for the 
holidays, the special will premiere 
on Dec. 24. 

Kevin Hart will also have a 
new docuseries, titled “Don’t 
F**k This Up,” which follows 
his life over the last 18 months. 
This includes everything from the 
controversy of his homophobic 
tweets and stepping down from 
hosting the Oscars to suffering 
back injuries from a car accident 
early this year. This will premiere 
on Dec. 27. 

As for what’s leaving Netflix in 
December, most of the BBC Earth 
documentaries like “Africa,” 
“Blue Planet,” “Frozen Planet,” 
“Life” and “Planet Earth” will 
be removed from the streaming 
catalogue.  

Star Wars and Marvel fans 
will be disappointed to see “Thor: 
Ragnarok” leaving on Dec. 4 and 
“The Last Jedi” leaving on Dec. 25, 
probably to move over to Disney+. 
Other noteworthy titles to pay at-
tention to before they leave are 
“Pulp Fiction,” “The Dark Crys-
tal,” “The Crow,” “Schindler’s 
List,” all 10 seasons of “Frasier” 
and all five “Rocky” films. 

The show may be called 
“Heartstrings,” but don’t expect 
your own to be tugged at while 
watching Netflix’s new series. 
The anthology show based on 
Dolly Parton songs was hokey 
and poorly written with annoy-
ing characters and odd plot lines.  

The premise of “Heartstrings” 
is that each episode is the sto-
ry of one of Dolly Parton’s hit 
songs: Among other hits, there’s 
“Jolene,” an alternative narra-
tive of the seductive bank teller 
who once flirted with Dolly’s 
husband. One episode recreates 
“Down From Dover,” the story 
of a pregnant girl who waits for 
her lover to return from war to 
marry her. There’s also a retell-
ing of “These Old Bones,” about a 
lawyer who represents a fortune 
teller in a court case.  

For the rest of the review, I’ll 
focus on “Jolene” as an example 
of the show’s shortcomings.  

“Heartstrings” was just as ri-
diculous as any Hallmark movie 
but had a little more mature 
drama. In “Jolene,” this was the 
questionable friendship between 
middle-aged, married Emily and 
the younger singer Jolene. Em-
ily meets Jolene at the bar where 

Stephanie Santillo
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‘Heartstrings’ struggles 
to live up to its name 

Jolene works, and the two strike 
up a friendship when Jolene 
saves Emily from a creepy guy.  

Emily feels unnoticed by her 
husband lately and quickly 
opens up to the confident, gor-
geous Jolene about how her and 
her husband’s sex life is lack-
ing. Jolene encourages Emily 
to try something new, but Em-
ily doesn’t trust Jolene after she 
finds out that Jolene has been 
sleeping with her friend’s hus-
band. In fact, Emily then as-
sumes that something is going 
on between her own husband 
and Jolene when she tracks his 
phone and finds him at Jolene’s 
bar.  

There were so many moments 
during “Jolene” when I cringed 
at characters’ dialogue or ac-
tions. I immediately questioned 
why Emily and Jolene would 
ever be friends and why Emily, 
who has a husband and child, 
would go so quickly to Jolene, a 
young woman in a very differ-
ent stage of life, for advice. Their 
relationship felt contrived and 
unrealistic.  

Other cringey moments in-
cluded watching Emily try to 
spice up her sex life through role 
playing a “90210” character, her 
husband’s unamused reaction 
and her husband’s subsequent 
whispering of the name “Jolene” 

Here is a glance at the several 
important events of our history 
that occurred this week many 
years ago, and the impact they 
have had on American culture 
and character. 

On Dec. 3, 1947, 72 years ago, 
“A Streetcar Named Desire” 
opened on Broadway. Argued to 
be one of the greatest American 
plays ever written, Tennessee 
Williams’ masterpiece tells the 
painful story of the relation-
ship between Stanley Kowal-
ski, his wife Stella and her sis-
ter, Blanche DuBois, following 
her arrival at their home in the 
French Quarter of New Or-
leans. Stanley and Blanche’s im-
mediate dislike for one another 
progresses throughout the sto-
ry, turning violent in the climax 
of the play where Stanley rapes 
Blanche and she is committed 
to a mental hospital. Not exactly 
the feel good show of the year. 
Regardless, the play stunned 
audiences on opening night, 
resulting in a 30 minute stand-
ing ovation for the phenomenal 
cast, led by the previously un-
known actor Marlon Brando. 
This play brought theatre into 
a new era, as one of the first in-
stances where dark and risque 
topics were brought onto the 
light-hearted and glitzy Broad-
way stage. Today, the famous 
cry, “STELLA!,” is well-known 
nationwide and “A Streetcar 
Named Desire” is among the 
most read books in high school 
English classes. 

On Dec. 5, 1933, 86 years ago, 
Prohibition ended following the 
ratification of the 21st Amend-
ment. This repealed the 18th 
Amendment which had de-
creed “the manufacture, sale or 
transportation of intoxicating li-

This week in history
Gino Giansanti
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quors” within the United States. 
Passed in 1919, the goal of the 
18th Amendment was to stop 
the widespread consumption 
of alcohol. Later that year, Con-
gress passed the Volstead Act, 
which established a special po-
lice unit to enforce Prohibition. 
Today, Prohibition is regarded 
as one of the greatest failures of 
American politics, as it allowed 
for organized crime to flourish, 
with famous bootleggers like Al 
Capone making millions sell-
ing alcohol on the black market. 
14 years after going into effect, 
Prohibition ended, much to the 
delight of the American people. 

On Dec. 7, 1941, 78 years ago, 
Pearl Harbor was bombed by 
Japanese warplanes, ultimately 
bringing the United States into 
the Second World War. The 
“date which will live in infamy,” 
coined by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, began on the morn-
ing of Sunday, Dec. 7 when 360 
Japanese bombers launched a 
brutal assault on the U.S. naval 
base in Hawaii. In total, 19 ships 
were sunk or severely damaged, 
188 aircraft were destroyed and 
approximately 2,400 Ameri-
cans were killed, with an addi-
tional 1,200 left wounded. The 
following day, Roosevelt spoke 
before a joint session of Con-
gress to address the surprise 
attack and the new state of war 
with the Empire of Japan. An 
hour after his speech, Congress 
passed a formal declaration of 
war against Japan almost unan-
imously, with only a single dis-
senting vote against war from 
a lone Montana representative. 
If only Congress could agree on 
everything this easily. While 
the Pacific naval fleet was left 
severely crippled, the aircraft 
carriers of Hawaii would exact 
their revenge in Japanese waters 
following many decisive battles 
that would change the tides of 
World War II in the Pacific.

Ian Ward
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‘Marriage Story’ is an emotional masterpiece 

in his sleep, as per the song lyr-
ics.  

I wasn’t sure how I was sup-
posed to feel toward each charac-
ter, and I ended up not liking any 
of them. I wasn’t sure if we were 
supposed to be mad at Jolene for 
sleeping with a married man or 
want her to succeed on her way 
to stardom. Similarly, I felt bad 
that Emily felt unnoticed in her 
relationship but I didn’t like the 
way that she went about trying 
to fix that.   

The message of the episode 
was therefore confusing. I didn’t 
know what writers were trying 
to say about jealousy, confidence 
or equality in relationships. Was 
it ok for Jolene to sleep around 
and just do whatever she want-
ed, or was she (as she said in the 
show) not cheating on anyone but 
“cheating the wife as a woman?” 
Was Emily’s roundabout way of 
addressing her marital problems 
effective? 

Sometimes, when something is 
good, you just shouldn’t mess with 
it. “Heartstrings” overcomplicates 
Dolly Parton songs, adding in ex-
traneous details that subvert the 
simple truth of the songs. If you 
really want to hear something 
touching, simply listen to Dolly’s 
actual music. 

Rating: 1/5

“Marriage Story,” directed and 
written by Noah Baumbach, may 
be one of the year’s best films. It 
follows the story of a married 
couple going through a divorce 
and figuring out their lives in the 
process. 

Adam Driver and Scarlett Jo-
hannson have amazing chemis-
try as a separating couple. Driver 
plays a stage director named Char-
lie Barber who is more focused on 
his career in New York City than 
on his family. Johannson plays 
Nicole Barber, an actress who 
goes to Los Angeles to fulfill her 
acting career while looking after 
her son Henry. 

Every argument that takes 
place is an emotional spectacle. In 
one scene, Driver and Johannson 
go from calmly discussing details 
about the divorce to yelling insults 
at each other. What is amazing 
about the interactions is there 
seems to be some semblance of 
love between the couple. They 
don’t fully hate each other, but 
they can’t live with each other. 

Baumbach wrote the best script 
of the year. He is able to display 
the strifes of divorce and its effects 
on a family while also adding in 
some humor. The script seems 
to be a cathartic release for Ba-
umbach since he went through a 
divorce of his own with Jennifer 
Jason Leigh in 2013.  

What could have been a re-
venge piece against his ex-wife, 
Baumbach decides to show the 
details of divorce without being 
biased toward one parent.    

The emotional rollercoaster 
Baumbach takes viewers on is 
a rewarding and tear-jerking 
experience. Accompanying the 
splendid script is a touching score 
from Randy Newman. It never 
gets in the way of Baumbach’s 
direction and helps complement 
a well-crafted film. Robbie Ryan’s 
cinematography is gorgeous and 
captures the minute details most 
cinematographers seem to leave 
out when making a film about 

real life.  
There is a beauty to how divorce 

is portrayed in “Marriage Story.” 
Everything from child visitation 
times to divorce lawyers brawling 
in court captures the complicated 
nature of divorce. As nasty as 
some scenes are, there is some-
thing uplifting about seeing the 
Barbers’ attempt to be civil. It’s 
rare to see couples stay civil dur-
ing a divorce, especially when a 
child is involved. But with Baum-
bach’s direction, he is able to take 
the frustrations of the Barbers 
and transform it into loving par-
ents trying to do what’s best for 
their child. 

“Marriage Story” is a phe-
nomenal experience. The range 

of emotions captured on screen 
is a spectacle that rivals reality. 
Similar to films like “Manchester 
by the Sea” and “Roma,” the emo-
tional dilemma driving the plot 
helps redefine what family means. 
Driver and Johannson give ca-
reer-defining performances and 
Baumbach’s direction is some of 
the best work seen this decade. 

The value of “Marriage Story” 
will only increase over time. It 
is a film that speaks to many 
even if it’s about a few people. 
Addressing divorce in an honest 
and sincere manner is a task most 
seasoned writers and directors 
seem to struggle with. And yet, 
Baumbach does it seamlessly.  

Rating: 5/5

PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
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Snow falls as students return to campus Sunday evening. Even though the sidewalks were salted, enough snow accumulated that campus became slippery. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Bengals get first victory, 
knock off bungling Jets 22-6

McManus’ 53-
yard field goal 
lifts Denver past 
Chargers 23-20

Jackson, Ravens beat 49ers 
20-17 to extend win streak to 8

CINCINNATI (AP) — Back 
from a three-week exile, Andy 
Dalton had more of a swagger in 
practice, as though he was out to 
prove something.

“He had a chip on his shoulder 
all week,” running back Joe Mix-
on said.

Dalton returned from one of 
the lowest points of his nine-year 
career and got a long-awaited vic-
tory Sunday for the coach who 
benched him, throwing a touch-
down pass during a 22-6 victory 
over the New York Jets.

The Bengals (1-11) ended the 
longest losing streak in their his-
tory and finally shed their dis-
tinction as the NFL’s lone winless 
team. He got coach Zac Taylor his 
first win and set two franchise 
career passing records along the 
way.

The only thing he wouldn’t do 
is gloat.

“This one’s very satisfy-
ing, with everything I’ve gone 
through this year,” Dalton said. 
“To be the record-breaker today, 
being the first one after not play-
ing the last three weeks, this one 
means a lot.”

Taylor benched Dalton after 
the eighth loss, deciding it was 
time to look toward next year 
and see if Ryan Finley fit in their 
plans. With the rookie struggling 
and the season careening toward 
0-16, Taylor reversed course and 
went back to Dalton, who made 
the difference in front of the 
smallest crowd in Paul Brown 
Stadium’s 20-year history.

“He did a great job pumping 
everybody up,” said Tyler Boyd, 
who caught the touchdown pass. 
“He won the game for us.”

Carlos Dunlap and Sam Hub-
bard dunked Taylor with ice wa-
ter in the final seconds on a cold, 
gray, December day when he got 
the inaugural win, courtesy of the 
quarterback he’d benched. 

Dalton got a game ball as a 
thank you.

“For him to come back and 
lead us and get this win, it says 
a lot about his character,” Taylor 
said.

Dalton also set a couple of 
franchise passing marks in front 
of 39,804 fans, the smallest home 
crowd since the final game of the 
1995 season at Cinergy Field.

Dalton put Cincinnati ahead 
to stay with a 17-yard pass to 
Boyd that made him the Ben-
gals’ career leader in touchdown 
passes, moving ahead of Ken 
Anderson with 198. He also 
passed Anderson for the fran-
chise’s career completion mark. 
Dalton finished 22 of 37 for 243 
yards with no interceptions and 
one sack.

Joe Mixon had a 5-yard touch-
down run against the league’s 
stingiest run defense as the Ben-
gals put up their second-most 
points this season, trailing a 26-
23 loss to Arizona.

Nothing good happened for the 
Jets (4-8), who had their three-
game winning streak snapped 
and became the first team to lose 
to two teams that were 0-7 or 
worse in the same season. Miami 
was 0-7 when it beat the Jets on 
Nov. 3.

The Jets couldn’t extend their 
high-scoring momentum behind 
Sam Darnold. An improving 
Bengals defense limited the Jets 
to their fewest points since a 33-0 
loss to New England on Oct. 21.

New York had scored 34 points 
in each of its last three games, 

but was self-destructive Sunday. 
Left tackle Kelvin Beachum was 
called for holding in the end zone, 
resulting in a safety. The Jets were 
flagged 10 times for 106 yards 
overall.

Darnold was 28 of 48 for 239 
yards with four sacks. New York 
also had a couple of long gains 
nullified by penalties.

“We couldn’t really get a 
rhythm,” Darnold said. “When-
ever you have penalties, especial-
ly on big plays, it's hard."

This time, the defense added 
to the lead instead of giving it up, 
getting its first safety in three 
years. Dunlap had three of Cin-
cinnati’s four sacks.

“We just couldn’t stay consis-
tent on anything,” coach Adam 
Gase said. 

Cincinnati Bengals running back Joe Mixon celebrates after an NFL football game against the New 
York Jets, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019, in Cincinnati. PHOTO BY NAME NAME, POSITION/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Baltimore Ravens kicker Justin Tucker (9) is carried off field by his teammates after making a game winning field goal against the San Francisco 49ers in an NFL foot-
ball game, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019, in Baltimore, Md. Ravens won 20-17. PHOTO BY JULIO CORTEZ/AP

BALTIMORE (AP) — Neither 
rain, wind nor the San Fran-
cisco 49ers’ top-ranked defense 
could prevent Lamar Jackson 
from guiding the Baltimore Ra-
vens to their franchise-record 
eighth straight win.

Jackson weathered miserable 
conditions to run for 101 yards 
and Justin Tucker kicked a tie-
breaking 49-yard field goal as 
time expired to give the Ravens 
a 20-17 victory Sunday in a pos-
sible Super Bowl preview.

The combination of driving 
rain, a stiff wind and San Fran-
cisco’s rugged defense was diffi-
cult for Jackson to handle. 

He completed only 14 of 23 
passes for 105 yards and lost a 
fumble.

Asked afterward to describe 
the weather, Jackson bowed his 
head, lifted it slowly and peeked 
over the podium to declare, 
“Horrible.”

Certainly, not the kind of 
weather that benefited the pass-
ing game.

“Oh, man. I was throwing 
passes behind my receiv-
ers. It was ticking me off,” 
Jackson said. “A lot of passes 
getting away from me. The 
weather, it messed with me a 
lot.”

But the double-threat quar-
terback was solid when it count-
ed. Not only did Jackson fuel 
the NFL’s top-ranked rushing 
attack, but he directed a clutch 
drive that lasted nearly 6½ 
minutes before Tucker ended 
it with a kick that tore through 
the raindrops and between the 
uprights.

Jackson knew that after he 
had done his job, Tucker would 
do his part.

“That golden leg. I got all the 
faith in him,” Jackson said. “I'm 
on the sideline praying, but at 
the same time I know Tucker 
can do it.”

Tucker, the most accurate 
field goal kicker in NFL history, 
now has 15 game-winners over 
an eight-year career.

“That’s the guy you want in 
that situation,” coach John Har-
baugh said.

Baltimore (10-2) improved to 
16-3 with Jackson as a starter 
and 12-0 when he rushes for 
at least 70 yards. In addition, 
Jackson became the first quar-
terback in NFL history to have 
four 100-yard rushing games in 
a season.

Raheem Mostert ran for a ca-
reer-high 146 yards and a touch-
down for the 49ers (10-2), now 

tied with New Orleans for the 
best record in the NFC.

“We had every chance to win 
that game. Came up a little bit 
short there at the end,” coach 
Kyle Shanahan said. “Credit to 
them. Hopefully, we can earn 
an opportunity to maybe get the 
chance to play them some other 
time again.”

Jimmy Garoppolo went 15 of 21 
for 165 yards for San Francisco.

Jackson lost a fumble for the 
first time this season when 
Marcell Harris yanked the 
wet ball from his grasp at the 
San Francisco 20 in the third 
quarter.

DENVER (AP) — Brandon 
McManus’ 53-yard field goal as 
time expired, set up by a long 
interference call, capped a fu-
rious final 14 seconds and gave 
the Broncos a 23-20 victory over 
the Los Angeles Chargers.

Rookie quarterback Drew 
Lock’s debut win for Denver 
came a month after Brandon 
Allen beat Cleveland. It made 
the Broncos the first team in 
league history to have two 
quarterbacks start and win 
their NFL debuts in the same 
season.

The winner by McManus, 
who stormed off the field just 
before halftime when coach Vic 
Fangio changed his mind about 
letting him attempt a record 65-
yard field goal, was set up by a 
38-yard pass interference call 
on Chargers cornerback Casey 
Hayward Jr.

Diontae Spencer returned 
the kickoff 26 yards to the 
Denver 28 after the Chargers 
tied the game at 20 on Mi-
chael Badgley’s 46-yard field 
goal with 14 seconds remain-
ing. With 9 seconds left, Lock 
threw deep down the right 
sideline to Sutton, who caught 
his two first-quarter touch-
down passes.

Sutton collided with Hay-
ward and the yellow flag came 
out. The Chargers argued vehe-
mently about the defensive pass 
interference, giving the Broncos 
the ball at the Chargers 35-yard 
line with 3 seconds remaining.

The Chargers (4-8) continued 
jawing with both the Broncos 
(4-8) and the officiating crew as 
the Broncos ran onto the field 
following McManus’ field goal.

Philip Rivers overcame an 
early interception, his eighth in 
three games, and a 17-3 deficit 
with touchdown throws of 30 
yards to Austin Ekeler and 36 
yards to Keenan Allen. 
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Photo of the Day | So I put my hands up, they’re playing my song, and the butterflies fly away

A referee signals touchtown in the Huskies’ loss versus Temple Saturday. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Zergiotis had a solid day sta-
tistically, completing 24 of his 
35 pass attempts for 250 yards 
and a touchdown, not turning 
the ball over once. However, the 
offense was just completely le-
thargic in the second half, even 
prompting him to get benched 
for Steven Krajewski at one 
point. 

And Krajewski, after getting 
a peculiar rushing touchdown 
in the first quarter after being 
subbed in inside the five-yard 
line for Zergiotis (who led them 
60-plus down the field on that 
drive already), had just about 
the worst drive possible. 

On the second play of the 
drive, Krajewski tried to throw a 
screen but instead gift-wrapped 
a present for Temple senior Sam 
Franklin, who picked it off with 
no UConn jersey near and took 
it to the house on senior day.

On offense this season, Zer-
giotis finished as the team’s lead-
ing passer, throwing for 1,782 
yards, nine touchdowns and 11 
interceptions in 10 games. Kra-
jewski and Mike Beaudry com-
bined for just under 800 yards, 
four touchdowns and four in-
terceptions in their time on the 
field. 

The rushing attack was 
the strongest for the Huskies, 
with Mensah finishing the year 
with 1,013 yards and nine touch-
downs on the ground. Change-
of-pace back Art Thompkins 
had 510 yards and two touch-
downs of his own, while also 
being the team’s fifth-leading 
receiver. The lightning-and-
thunder duo was one of the few 
bright spots of the Huskies’ sea-
son. 

Huskies declare their independence from 
AAC after brutal collapse to Temple
FOOTBALL, cont. from p. 12

Another was freshman re-
ceiver Cam Ross, who finished 
the season with 723 yards and 
four touchdowns in 11 games. 
His yardage was No. 5 in the 
country for freshman and No. 
90 of all players. 

The defense, after giving up 
all-time highs in both points 
and yards per game last season, 
wasn’t good but it was much 
improved. Out of the 130 FBS 
teams, they finished No. 116 

with 466.8 yards allowed per 
game. It was an improvement of 
115 yards per game, and the 40.5 
points (which ranked No. 128 in 
the country) was an improve-
ment of about 10. 

Sure, they were still one of the 
bottom teams in the league, but 
the team dealt with a lot of inju-
ries forcing inexperienced play-
ers into starting roles, and they 
didn’t have a single player start 
all 12 games. 

Compared to what the de-
fense was last year, it’s a big 
step forward. 

In UConn’s seven years in the 
American Athletic Conference, 
they failed to have a single win-
ning season and went a com-
bined 20-65. Their best season 
was in 2015, their second year 
under Bob Diaco, when they 
went 6-7 and lost the St. Peters-
burg bowl to Marshall. It was the 
only bowl game they made while 

a member of the American. 
In the last three seasons un-

der Randy Edsall, the Huskies 
have gone a combined 6-30 and 
won just two conference games, 
both in 2017. 

This was UConn’s last foot-
ball game as a member of the 
American, as with most of 
UConn’s sports moving to the 
Big East next season, the foot-
ball program will become in-
dependent. 

UConn quarterback Jack Zergiotis fights through ECU defenders in a game from earlier in the season. Zergiotis finished the Huskie’s 
season as their leading passer, finishing with 1,782 yards and nine touchdowns. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

MHOC, cont. from p. 12

Huskies slash the RedHawks on the ice
MBB, cont. from p. 12

In a span of 10 minutes, 
UConn forced 10 turnovers on 
a 17-2 scoring run. Jalen Gaff-
ney capped the stretch of play 
with his lone made shot of the 
afternoon off a midcourt mis-
cue, giving UConn a 20-point 
lead with 11:29 to play. The lead 
never dipped below 17 from 
there on. 

The Huskies have an oppor-
tunity for their sixth win of the 
year when Iona comes to Gam-
pel Pavilion on Wednesday. 
Sid Wilson, who has been out 
with a knee injury he suffered 
in the win over Miami, will 
have his status re-evaluated 
ahead of the matchup. 

With Sunday’s win in their 
pocket, Hurley knows there 
is still plenty of room for im-
provement with his Huskies. 

“Game 7, Year 2: We’re not 
there yet. Got a lot of work to 
do.” 

Maine down

There were many star per-
formances for UConn through-
out the weekend, as both Bri-
an Rigali and Zac Robbins 
each grabbed three assists 
and a goal and Vladislav Fir-
stov scored a pair and got an 
assist Friday night. Senior 
Wyatt Newpower also grabbed 
three assists on the weekend.  

“You know what you’re go-
ing to get from Brian Rigali, a 
consistent effort,” Cavanaugh 
said. “I have to say Adam Kara-
shik is the same way. That 
block he made on the penalty 
kill was as good of a block as 
your gonna see in a hockey 
game. If I can throw Zac Rob-
bins into that group too, that 
junior class, they bring that 
lunch-pail work ethic every 
single day.” 

In Game 1 on Friday, UConn 

jumped out to an early lead, 
scoring less than three min-
utes into the first period on a 
five-on-three chance on a Rus-
lan Ishakov one-timer. They 
gave it up quickly, though, al-
lowing three goals in the span 
of seven minutes in the first 
period.  

With the score 3-1 in favor 
of the Redhawks in the sec-
ond period, UConn came out 
flying as senior Ben Freeman 
slotted the puck home after a 
pair of rebounds off Miami’s 
goaltender Ryan Larkin. It was 
Freeman’s third goal of the 
season and made it his third 
straight game with a goal.  

About 15 minutes later, Fir-
stov took a Rigali pass past 
the blue line, cut to his left and 
buried the game-tying goal. It 
was Rigali’s second of three as-
sists on the night.  

After allowing one more 

goal late in the second period, 
it was all Huskies from there.  

UConn saw goals 
from Jachym Kondelik, Fir-
stov again and Justin How-
ell before the night’s end, put-
ting them in cruise control to a 
6-4 victory. 

“I was certainly pleased 
with the way we responded, 
I actually thought we started 
the game okay, but I thought 
Miami took it to us the first 
period, but I thought we re-
sponded pretty well,” Cavana-
ugh said. “I thought we caught 
them with a little bus-legs or 
what-not. They had a long trip 
out here. In the third period I 
thought we played and skated 
pretty well.” 

In Game 2, it was more of 
the same for the Huskies, who 
dominated the puck in the 
early going and late into the 
game. The second period was 

the only iffy one, with a lot of 
turnovers and giveaways for 
both teams.  

Rigali, Robbins and Alex-
ander Payusov each grabbed 
a goal before the game winner 
from Yan Kuznetsov. 

The back-and-forth match-
up saw just four penalties all 
game, after nine the previ-
ous night, and UConn scored 
on their one power play op-
portunity. Kuznetsov took a 
mighty rip from range and the 
puck flew wide before trick-
ling into the net off goaltender 
Ben Kraws.  

“We talk all the time, the 
skill doesn’t mean anything if 
the will is not there, so it has to 
be will over skill,” Cavanaugh 
said. “When the will is there 
and the effort is there, then their 
skill is going to shine. If they 
just try to rely on the skill, then 
we’re going to be in trouble.” 
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Women’s Hockey drops two 
to Yale and Minnesota Duluth

The Huskies got off to a quick 
start in the first period, which 
is an area the team has been 
inconsistent in so far this sea-
son.  The Wabick twins worked 
together to score UConn’s first 
goal of the game to put the Hus-
kies up 1-0 over the Bulldogs.  
The goal was scored by Tay-
lor Wabick, her second goal of 
the year, with an assist going to 
Morgan Wabick. 

UConn struck again not long 
after, scoring their second goal 
of the first period less than four 
minutes later to take a quick 
2-0 lead.  The goal was scored 
Natalie Snodgrass.  Briana Col-
angelo and Tristyn Svetek re-
ceived assists.  UConn finished 
the first period with seven 
shots taken. 

The Bulldogs got off to a qui-
et start, allowing the Huskies 
to grab the momentum early.  
However, the Bulldogs got one 
goal back halfway through 
the first period.  The goal was 
scored by Saroya Tinker.  The 
goal helped Yale to find its 
rhythm, and they finished the 
period with eight shots taken. 

Yale caught fire on the offen-
sive end in the second period, 
scoring three goals.  The first 
goal came four minutes into 
the start of the period to tie the 
game up at 2-2.  The goal was 
scored by Greta Skarzynski.  
The Bulldogs second goal of the 
period was scored by Charlotte 
Welch, to take a 3-2 lead.  Welch 
struck again in the final minute 
of the second period to give Yale 
a 4-2 lead with her second goal 
of the game. 

WHOC, cont. from p. 12
UConn was held scoreless 

in the second period.  The 
Huskies had plenty of chanc-
es to score on the offensive 
end but were unable to con-
vert those chances.  The Hus-
kies took 10 shots in the sec-
ond period. 

After a strong performance 
on both ends of the ice in the 
second period, it was clear that 
the momentum was in Yale’s 
favor.  Skarzynski scored her 
second goal of the game to give 
the Bulldogs a 5-2 lead.  On the 
defensive end, the Bulldogs 
were bending but not breaking.  
The Huskies took nine shots in 
the period but were not able to 
capitalize on their opportuni-
ties.  Yale would score one more 
goal to take a 6-2 lead, which 
would be the final score of the 
game. 

After losing to Yale on Fri-
day UConn would be play-
ing No.10 Minnesota Duluth 
next.  For both teams this 
matchup was a chance to re-
deem themselves after losing 
their previous games.   

UConn got things start-
ed early, taking a quick 1-0 
lead over the Bulldogs, just 
like they did against Yale.  The 
goal was scored by Savan-
nah Bouzide, her fourth of the 
year.  Jessie Aney and Kaitlyn 
Yearwood assisted on the play.  
UConn finished the first peri-
od with 11 shots.   

The Bulldogs on the other 
hand were shut out in the first 
period.  Minnesota Duluth fin-
ished the period with nine shots 
taken.   

Minnesota Duluth looked like 
a completely different team on 

offense in the second period.  
The offense finished the period 
with a whopping 18 shots taken 
on offense.  The Bulldogs were 
winning the possession battle, 
forcing the Huskies to spend 
more energy on the defensive 
end. 

The Bulldogs first goal of the 
game came midway through the 
second period to tie the game at 
1-1.  The goal was scored by Ash-
ton Bell.  A little over eight min-
utes later the Bulldogs scored 
their second goal of the game 
to take a 2-1 lead over UConn.  
The goal was scored by Sydney 
Brodt.  UConn was held score-
less in the third period, finish-
ing with nine shots taken. 

Minnesota Duluth did not 
take their foot off the gas as 
they went on to score three goals 
in the period.  Sydney Brodt, 
Kailee Skinner and Kylie Han-
ley scored the three goals for the 
Bulldogs.  The Bulldogs’ third 
goal of the first period gave 
Minnesota Duluth a 5-1 lead, 
which proved to be too much for 
the Huskies to overcome.  UCo-
nn took 15 shots in the third pe-
riod but the puck wasn’t falling 
for the Huskies.   

UConn’s next game is 
against Providence Col-
lege on Thursday at 6 p.m. in 
Providence. 

UConn defender 
Taylor Wabick fires 
a shot down the 
ice in last month’s 
game against UVM. 
Wabick scored her 
second goal of the 
season against Yale, 
with an assist com-
ing from her sister 
Morgan. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY SOPHIA 
SAWCHUK, GRAB PHO-
TOGRAPHER/THE DAILY 
CAMPUS

WBB: Despite catching injury 
bug, Huskies throttle Dayton

UConn finished up their 
Ohio road-trip Tuesday night 
with a blowout win over Day-
ton. Megan Walker had 23 
points and 12 rebounds in the 
win, but the story of the night 
was who wasn’t on the floor for 
the Huskies. 

Crystal Dangerfield was 
scratched from the starting 
lineup with back spasms and 
was replaced by Molly Bent. 

Sean Janos
STA F F  W R I T E R

In her first career start, the se-
nior recorded four points, four 
rebounds and two assists in 31 
minutes. 

Anna Makurat went down 
with an ankle injury after roll-
ing it in the second quarter 
on the foot of a Dayton (3-3) 
player. Makurat tried to start 
the second half on the floor, but 
promptly checked out. She fin-
ished the game with six points, 
two rebounds, two assists and a 
steal in 11 minutes.  

Dangerfield and Makurat are 
UConn’s (6-0) two best play-

UConn forward Megan Walker looks for a pass in an earlier-season game versus Virginia. Walker, a junior from Virginia, scored 23 points and 12 rebounds in the Hus-
kies’ win over Dayton. PHOTO BY JUDAH SHINGLETON, SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

makers, so the Huskies spread 
the ball-handling responsibili-
ties all over the floor. 

Kyla Irwin, who has played 
her way onto the floor this sea-
son with consistently smart play, 
led the team in assists for the sec-
ond game this season with six. 
She also had eight points and six 
rebounds in 36 minutes (second 
most on the team) of play.  

Christyn Williams, the prime 
suspect as next-point-guard-
up, took the ball up most of the 
time Tuesday. She finished the 
night second on the team in as-

sists with four, also recording 14 
points, five rebounds and a steal. 

Olivia Nelson-Ododa scored 
14 points, adding eight re-
bounds, seven blocks and two 
steals. 

Nelson-Ododa’s defense obvi-
ously made an enormous impact 
on this game by swatting shots 
and affecting a lot of Dayton’s 
shots. They shot just 21% from 
the field and 16% from deep. 

UConn’s phenomenal team 
defense is ultimately what made 
this game a blowout. 

The Huskies offense wasn’t 

exactly humming without their 
two best playmakers on the floor. 
Forcing missed shots, turnovers 
and getting out in transition 
were how the Huskies imposed 
their will on Dayton. 

It’s unclear how long the Hus-
kies will be without Dangerfield 
or Makurat at this point, but 
head coach Geno Auriemma will 
have a lot of time to let his guards 
heal before their next game. 

The Huskies will play at Se-
ton Hall a week from Thanks-
giving. That game will be played 
Thursday, Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m.  
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UConn is home 
@NoEscalators
i have the proper qualifications for 
this analysis (watched a 12-minute 
compilation of stanley robinson 
dunks at uconn), so i can say with 
certainty:

that bouknight putback dunk 
Whipped Ass

Storrs South
@UConn6thBorough
I’m thankful that there are 217 days 
until UConn leaves the American 
Athletic Conference.

THIS WEEK IN UCONN SPORTS

Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Gampel Pavillion

vs.

Women’s Hockey
Friday, 6 p.m.

Freitas Ice Forum

vs.

  64      40 
           

vs.vs.

@jonathanhusky14
My bestie @crystaldangerfi eld5 was on 
yesterday with @uconnwbb
#gohuskies #uconnwomensbasketball

Men’s Basketball

TWEETS OF THE DAY INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

Football: 
Temple 
slams door 
on Huskies 
in American 
Conference 
sendoff

Women’s 
Hockey: UConn 
goes winless in 
Nutmeg Classic

Jorge Eckardt
STA F F  W R I T E R

Kevin Arnold
A S S O C I AT E  S P O RT S  E D I T O R

Things were looking good. 
Surprisingly good. UConn was 
winning 14-0. Then, it became 
17-7. Jack Zergiotis was look-
ing really solid, Kevin Mensah 
reached the 1,000 yard mile-
stone for the second straight 
year and the offense got points 
in three of their first four drives. 

Temple was having a hard 
time moving the ball, but near 
the end of the first half, they 
put Todd Centeio in the game at 
quarterback. Centeio can run, 
and sure enough, he immediate-
ly ate up the Huskies, just like 
mobile quarterbacks have done 
all season. 

The drive took just 2:14, and 
the Owls drove 75 yards down 
the field in five plays to cut the 
UConn lead to three. 

UConn was still up 17-14 at 
the half, but the seven points 
the Owls scored on the Cen-
teio drive was the start of a 42-0 
run Temple would go on to close 
out the game with. 

Temple finished the game 
with a combined 18-29 pass-
ing for 312 yards and three 
touchdowns, with the major-
ity of them coming from starter 
Anthony Russo, who remained 
the primary quarterback even 
after Centeio led them down the 
field for a touchdown. 

It was their rushing game that 
really ate them up, as four Owls 
combined for 262 yards and an-
other three touchdowns. They 
did so on just 33 attempts, which 
works out to an average of just a 
hair under eight yards per carry. 

See FOOTBALL, p.10

See MHOC, p.10

See MBB, p.10

See WHOC, p.11

Joshua Gorman
CA M P US  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

Mike Mavredakis
STA F F  W R I T E R

UConn’s losing streak moved 
to three in a row with losses 
against Yale and Minnesota Du-
luth.  

UConn (8-7-1) lost 6-2 against 
Yale (6-5-0) on Friday in their 
first matchup in the Nutmeg 
Classic.  The Huskies came into 
the matchup looking to rebound 
from a loss against Boston Col-
lege, while the Bulldogs were 
looking to get back into the win 
column after being shut out by 
Colgate.  The other matchup in 
the tournament on Friday was 
between No.10 Minnesota Du-
luth (8-6-2) and Quinnipiac (8-
6-3), which Quinnipiac won 4-2. 

Men’s Basketball: Gilbert, Adams 
lead the way in win over Maine

Fresh off Thanksgiving 
break, it looked like Dan Hur-
ley’s bunch still had stomachs 
full of turkey and mashed po-
tatoes in the first 20 minutes 
against Maine.  

With a steady Alterique Gil-
bert leading the way, an explo-
sive Brendan Adams and a lock-
down defense in the second half, 
the UConn men’s basketball 
team pulled away for a 64-40 
win over the Black Bears at the 
XL Center Sunday afternoon. 

“That was the message the 
whole game, keep up that pres-
sure defense,” Adams said. “I 
think the second half we just 
did a better job of that.” 

Adams did not miss a beat 
from his impressive stretch of 
play down in Charleston as he 
finished with 11 points on 5-for-
11 shooting and four steals off 
the bench. With Maine hang-
ing around in an eight-point 
game, thanks in part to the de-
but of its zone defense, Adams 
put together a sequence that 
all but sealed the game. He fol-
lowed a steal and a lay-in with 
a ferocious transition slam that 
brought the crowd of 7,000 plus 
to its feet. Another lay-up a min-
ute later gave his team a then, 
game-high, 15-point advantage. 

“With Brendan [Adams] 
showing us what he’s show-
ing us and James [Bouknight] 
showing what he’s showing 
us … You go nine or 10 deep, now 
you can go and get after people,” 
Hurley said. 

Adams and James Bouk-
night, who finished with 15 
points and five rebounds, pro-
vided a needed spark off the 
bench in a game where the big 
men were neutralized. Josh 
Carlton, Akok Akok and Isa-
iah Whaley combined for five 
points and nine rebounds. 
Maine won the rebounding bat-
tle 34-29. 

The offense lacked for most 
of the game as the Huskies (5-
2) shot 37.9% from the floor and 
30% from beyond the arc. 

It was 13 steals and a record 
28 turnovers by the Black Bears, 
the most by a UConn opponent 
since Fairfield in 2000, that al-
lowed the Huskies pull away.  

“It starts on the defensive 
end,” said Gilbert, who finished 
5-for-8 for 11 points with three 
assists. “Create opportunities 
for us, get out in transition, easy 
layups.” 

UConn started the game with 
five Tyler Polley points via 
a 3-pointer and a pair of free 
throws. Gilbert followed with 
back-to-back made threes him-
self, giving UConn an 11-3 lead, 
but the Huskies were unable 
to keep the hot hand. Between 
forced long shots, an inability to 
work the ball inside and Maine’s 
Andrew Fleming (16 points, 
nine rebounds), the UConn of-
fense went quiet. 

UConn never trailed, but 
came close a couple of times, 
including a 0-for-12 shooting 

stretch that saw Maine bring 
the game within a point. Bouk-
night, the reigning AAC Fresh-
man of the Week, had a tip-in off 
a missed shot to end the six-and-
a-half-minute stretch. 

A layup and a three-point-
er from Adams, followed by 
a bucket from Maine’s Ne-
deljko Prijovic had UConn up 
31-24 at the half. 

“First half, we had a chance, 
a couple of plays offensively, de-
fensively, where we could have 
really broke it open,” Hurley 
said. “And had a performance 
that we could feel a lot better 
about. I thought we were weak 
at the rim, finishing the ball, 
and because we made some 
threes early we let them off the 
hook by taking a couple of early-
in-the-shot-clock, semi-contest-
ed perimeter shots. Against an 
opponent you have advantages 
on, athletically, you’re letting 
them off the hook.” 

Christian Vital, who did not 
score in the opening half, scored 
a quick four points (finished 
with  six points, five assists, four 
steals) following the intermission. 
A stretch of six-straight Maine 
points followed, making it a 35-30 
game and forcing Hurley to take a 
timeout. References to the Nov. 22 
loss to Xavier and a thrown chair 
were enough for the Huskies to 
lock in and lock down. 

“A disappointing start to the 
half,” Hurley said. “It should have 
gone from seven to 14. Immatu-
rity. We’re not there yet, we’ve got 
a lot to work to do to finish plays. 
These guys have to understand, 
you blow finishes at the rim 
against better teams, you lose. 
Against Xavier, we blew three 
point-blank finishes at the rim 
in a one-point, double-overtime 
loss. I reminded them of that.” 

UConn guard Alterique Gilbert goes for a lay-up in a previous game against Florida. Gilbert 
scored 13 points in the Huskies’ win over Maine on Sunday, bringing their season record to 5-2.

PHOTOGRAPH BY CHARLOTTE LAO, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Men’s hockey: UConn sweeps Miami University

For the first time since open-
ing weekend in 2016, the UConn 
men’s hockey team has swept a 
team at home, taking care of 
business against Miami Uni-
versity this past weekend.  

“I was certainly pleased, not 
only with the win today but the 
overall weekend,” Head coach 
Mike Cavanaugh said post-
game Saturday. “We had a 
great start to the game, the 
first period ended 1-1. The 
second period, I thought we 
still played pretty sound and 
pretty well and it was nice to 
come out with that 2-1 lead. We 
knew they were going to make 
a push, they’re a great team 
and a great program, who are 
well coached.” 

The key to both games was 
offensive play in the third pe-
riod. In Game 1, they grabbed 
three clinching goals and 

another two in the third pe-
riod of Game 2. Cavanaugh 
and company credited Moe 
Butler, the team’s strength and 
conditioning coach. 

“I think we have a great 
strength and conditioning 
coach, Moe Butler, I think she 

does a phenomenal job with 
our guys and it didn’t just start 
in September, it started last 
July,” Cavanaugh said. “She 
just really has a good feel for 
pushing them and keeping 
them in great shape, and con-
versing with us and telling us 

how we should skate them on 
the ice, so I think she does a 
great job and the reason we are 
in pretty good shape is primar-
ily because of her.” 

UConn forward Brian Rigali (center) splits two defenders in the Huskies’ early season game 
against Providence. Rigali scored his fourth goal of the season in the team’s 4-3 victory over Miami 
University Saturday. PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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