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Jim Szilagyi is leading a rebirth of the Lynx Golf Course in Otsego as a multipurpose entertainment facility.
It is located off M-89 just outside of Allegan. PHOTOS BY BRIAN VANOCHTEN/SENTINEL STAFF
By Brian.VanOchten
@hollandsentinel.com
(616) 546-4279

I

n search of a golf course to own
and operate, Jim Szilagyi, a
third-generation golf industry
professional, settled on a 185-acre
parcel of land in Allegan County
even his father might have smiled
upon.
“I remember one of the last things
my dad told me was, ‘Don’t buy a golf
course.’ He thought too many people
get into the business who don’t know
anything about the golf industry,” he
said of his late father, Bob, who died
in 1995. “I know it’s not going to be
easy.
“We’re in the right spot on the

The Holland Township’s
planning commission
agenda Tuesday includes a
pubic hearing for establishing a planning commission.
A 2008 state law required
township planning commissions to create a new
ordinance establishing the
commission with operational rules and guides for
such things as pay, reimbursement and gifts. The
law also called for bylaws
to be established.
The law gave a 2011 deadline for boards to make the
changes.
SEE COMMISSION, A2

“I’m patiently impatient, but
I’m in this for the long view.”
- new Lynx Golf Course owner Jim Szilagyi

right side of the state to make it a
successful place.”
He and a small group of investors
purchased the Lynx Golf Course,
which opened in 1998 off M-89
between Allegan and Otsego, for
less than $1 million about 13 months
ago.
The former Christmas tree farm,
situated at the second-highest
point in Allegan County, has lots of
mature pines, a modern clubhouse
and restaurant completed six years
ago, and unlimited potential for

success despite being neglected by
the previous ownership.
“I had been looking for a course for
a long time,” the 59-year-old Szilagyi
said. “It’s a beautiful piece of property with a 100-foot elevation drop.
That’s what really struck me about
the place.
“I knew I had some work to do
when we bought it,” he added. “It
was in pathetic condition. They had
let it go. I thought it was a three- to
SEE LYNX, A2

ONLY ONLINE
These stories you’ll find
only on hollandsentinel.
com.
■ ENTERTAINMENT
Review: ‘Into the Storm’
a disaster pic done in by
blandness
■ BUSINESS Boring sitdown restaurants
suddenly look lively

Lynx Golf Course offers panoramic views
from the second-highest elevation in Allegan County.

CONTAGION
IN CONTEXT

Ebola:
Why it’s
scary, why
it’s not
By Connie Cass
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
United States’ top disease
detective calls Ebola a
“painful, dreadful, merciless virus.”
The World Health Organization has declared the
outbreak in West Africa an
international emergency,
killing more than 900
people and spreading.
That’s scary and serious. But it also cries out for
context.
AIDS alone takes more
than a million lives per
year in Africa — a thousand
times the toll of this Ebola
outbreak so far.
Lung infections such
as pneumonia are close
SEE EBOLA, A4

KNOW MORE ART

Campaign seeks public’s art stories
By Annette.Manwell
@hollandsentinel.com
(616) 546-4270

To Subscribe
Contact (616) 392-8800 or
hollandsentinel.com.

So that’s what it’s all
about.
No More Art became
Know More Art after the
real goal behind the original
mysterious campaign was
unveiled Saturday evening
at the Holland Symphony
Orchestra’s Community
Pops concert at Kollen park.
For more than a month,
“No More Art” has been
promoted on a Facebook
page and website, each with

little information, a countdown to the Thursday night
two-minute take over of the
Street Performers Series
downtown, which then led
people to the concert. In the
meantime, those following
along have been asked to
consider what the world
would be like without art,
in all its forms.
It was revealed Saturday
that now that people have
imagined a world without art, they should get to
“know more art.”
The background: The
Holland area has a lot of

How to get
involved
The No/Know More Art
campaign wants to hear
how you are involved in the
arts. Write about it, share
your story, your experience
and especially how art has
affected you.
Upload that story to the
knowmoreart.com website,
where it and others will be
collected over the next year.

Alliance is a way for them
to all come together and
work together rather than
working against or paralnonprofits, diligently work- lel to each other. From the
ing for the greater good. alliance came the Nonprofit
The Lakeshore Nonprofit Next Initiative idea.

It was for “a group of us
to get together and make
something happen,” said
Lorma Freestone, executive
director of the Holland Area
Arts Council and one of the
Know More Art campaign
organizers. She called it a
“strategic doing,” meaning
the nonprofits with similar goals would plan to do
something big to bring
more awareness to their
organizations and their
common goal.
Because many of the arts
SEE ART, A2
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LYNX

From Page A1

five-year project to restore it.
I now think we’ll get it done
in three years. It’s all part of
the plan. We want to have a
golf focus.”
The Lynx is in the midst
of a rebirth since Szilagyi,
managing partner, took possession of it.
He has taken steps to prune
the course back to its original
splendor and transform the
clubhouse and restaurant side
from a misguided mess into
a solid revenue producer. He
already has reinvested six figures into the property and has
plans for additional changes
in the spring.
Still, despite its bargain price, he understands
the Lynx is a high-risk
proposition.
The National Golf Foundation reported 157 closings
and only 14 openings of golf
courses in the U.S. last year. It
follows a trend of net course
closings for eight consecutive
years.
“There’s an old saying in the
golf industry that every golf
course is a great deal for the
third owner,” said Tom Cleary,
a former golf course marketing professional and longtime
friend.
“I’m the fourth owner of
this place,” Szilagyi added
with a laugh.
It all starts with an 18-hole
routing open to the public,
but it definitely doesn’t end
there.
The Lynx staff has been
slowly trimming the overgrowth and “pushing back
against nature” to help restore
the original shot values at the
tranquil par-72, 6,471-yard
layout.
The previous ownership
had 14 coupon discounts,
including a shortsighted buyone-get-one-free program
that sharply reduced revenues from greens fees. Now,
Szilagyi has three discount
programs, including a threefor-four coupon, and revenue
is up 5 percent.
He projects the course
will do slightly less than the
14,000 rounds it did last year,
but translates into higher
revenue — since the Lynx
isn’t giving away rounds or
earning a bad reputation as a
“cheap track.”
“I honored everything in
2013 that already had been
pledged, but we had to stop
a lot of that staff for the
sake of the business,” said
Szilagyi, a defensive back on
the 1974 Central Michigan
University NCAA Division
II national championship
football team. “Our rounds
are down slightly, but our
revenues are up. That tells
me we’re going in the right
direction.”
The 5,600-square-foot
clubhouse has undergone a
much-needed adjustment.
It started off with a narrow
sports-bar-themed restaurant, which lagged, switched
to a bistro theme that failed,
and gained little traction as
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— Brian VanOchten

a banquet facility without a
clear focus.
Food and beverage revenue
is up “over 100 percent” this
year.
Szilagyi has upgraded
the menu, which changes
quarterly, and made the clubhouse into a multi-purpose
space for widespread special
events including live music,
a comedy show one Saturday
night per month, bachelor
parties, wedding rehearsal
dinners, wedding receptions,
Lakeshore Corvette Club
meetings, Allegan and Otsego
chambers of commerce
events, painting classes, craft
beer and chili tastings, and
class reunions.
The Lynx hosted three class
reunions last year. So far, it is
booked for 15 this year.
“We’re trying to fill the
room,” Szilagyi said. “We’ve
had to rebuild our golf audience. We’re also trying to use
the clubhouse for more than
just golf, since golf is a sixmonth season and we’ve got
12 months of bills to pay. We
just want to be the best golf
course facility in the Kalamazoo Valley.”
He even started unique fall
color tours to take advantage
of the property’s elevation last
year.
It is $20 to rent a golf cart
to ride around the course, but
includes a $15 voucher for use
in the grille.
“I’m patiently impatient,
but I’m in this for the long
view,” Szilagyi said of turning
the Lynx around. ““Make no
mistake: It’s still very much a
risk, but we’re going to make
it work here.”

COMMISSION
From Page A1

1972, according to Holland Sentinel records.
Other items of the
planning commission’s
agenda Tuesday:
■ A public hearing
on rezoning three lots at
The Crossings, Banyan
Enterprises LLC’s condominium development,
from C-2 Commercial to
I-1 Light Industrial
■
Three separate special use
requests: 1. Maust and
Brouwer Proper ties,
LLC, 9652 Black River
Court, Suite 30, request
to operate a crossfit training facility in an I-1 zone.
2. Ben Phillips’ (on behalf
of TRT Co.) request to
operate an indoor gun
range and retail store
in a C-2 zone on vacant
property on South
Waverly Road; and 3.
Phillip Stassen’s request
to display approximately
25 vehicles for sale at 392
136th Ave., a C-2 zone.
■ A review of Savannah Lakes Planned Unit
Development amendment report review.
■ A final review
o f t h e t o w n s h i p’s
updated Master Plan.
Holland Township’s
planning commission
is set to meet at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at the township
offices, 353 N. 120th Ave.
for details, visit hct.holland.mi.us or call (616)
396-2345.

H o l l a n d To w n ship resident Jennifer
Buitenhuis discovered
the oversight earlier this
year. She helped form a
grass-roots group, One
by One, to protest a truck
stop proposed for the
corner of Adams Street,
just each of I-196. One by
One members appealed
to 20th Circuit Court to
undo the township’s
preliminary approval of
Love’s Country Stores &
Travel Stops’ 13-acre, $10
million proposal, as well
as a special use permit
for the site and variances
for signage.
The township planning
commission’s failure to
meet the state’s 2011
deadline was one of
several reasons cited in
court by One on One’s
attorney for sending
the truck stop proposal
back to square one. The
board’s lack of by-laws
and non-compliance
with public comment
rules were also part of
the complaint. Circuit
Judge Jon Van Allsburg
rejected One by One’s
appeal last month. One
by One members have
not indicated whether
they will ask a higher
court to review Van Allsburg’s opinion.
Holland Township’s
board of trustees voted — Follow this reporter
to create the planning on Facebook and Twitcommission on Jan. 6, ter, @SentinelPeg.

ART

From Page A1

a head Thursday during
the Street Performer
Series as a flash mob
took to Eighth Street with
fliers asking people to
imagine a world without
art while others draped
downtown public art in
black cloth. Many people
attending the series
looked more confused
than anything else.
With the mystery
revealed, the goal now is
to get people to “go to a
concert, go to a play, do
something,” Freestone
said. And then write
about it, share your story,
your experience and
especially how art has
affected you.
Upload that story to
the knowmoreart.com
website, where it and
others will be collected
over the next year.

organizations already
work together so well,
they decided to launch a
big campaign first, Freestone said.
There were two ideas
that needed to be implemented: a website for
communication and an
event to pique interest.
An arts festival of some
sort was discussed, but
such a large event takes a
lot of time, energy, money
and other resources,
Freestone said.
Eventually the No/
Know More Art campaign was born. For more
than a month, the idea of
“No More Art” was quietly pushed out to make
people think “what would
happen if there were no
more art in your commu- — Follow this reporter
on Facebook or Twitter,
nity,” Freestone said.
That campaign came to @SentinelNetty.

— Follow this reporter on
Twitter @BizHolland
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