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Why hundreds of millions of children 'do not officially exist'
CTV National News: An issue close to his heart
UN Security General Ban Ki-moon
shared a personal story at the
Maternal, New born and Child Health
Summit. John Vennavalley-Rao
reports.

CTV National News: 'We will carry on'
In an extended interview w ith Lisa
LaFlamme, UN Security General Ban
Ki-moon shares his personal drive

To watch video, you need an Adobe Flash Player Update.Please click to download.

behind aiding maternal health.

CTV News Channel: Ban Ki-moon shares story
The UN secretary general shares a
personal story, saying he had tw o
siblings born before him that died
shortly after they w ere born.
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An estimated 230 million children under the age of five “do not officially exist,” according to
UNICEF, because their births were never registered. As a result, their access to health care and
other social services is blocked, leaving them vulnerable to child labour, child marriage and other
forms of exploitation.
The issue of civil registration -- the official recording births and deaths -- was a main topic up for
discussion at this week’s Maternal, Newborn and Child Health summit, hosted by Prime Minister
Stephen Harper in Toronto.
The issue of registration came up in keynote speeches from several high-profile stakeholders in
the field of public health advocacy, including Anthony Lake, the executive director of UNICEF,
Melinda Gates of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and Seth Berkley of the GAVI Alliance,
which administers vaccines to low-income countries around the world.
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Lake told the summit that an obstacle to improving
maternal and child health around the world is “the
absence of free and universal access to birth registration,”
which he described as “a child’s passport to vital public
health care services, to education and to social security.”
According to a UNICEF report issued last year, of the
estimated 230 million children under age five whose births
have not been registered, 59 per cent live in Asia, while
another 37 per cent live in sub-Saharan Africa.

Selma remembers: Hundreds mark
'Bloody Sunday' anniversary
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“These children are legally invisible,” Lake said. “Their
demands for public services are almost inaudible.”

According to UNICEF, estimated 230
million children under the age of five 'do
not officially exist.'

open in browser PRO version

Registering a child’s birth does not automatically mean he
or she is issued a birth certificate. However, it is the first
step in gaining that important document, which proves
their age and provides them with a nationality, both of
which are vital for their future.

MOST POPULAR STORIES

1

Canadian soldier killed by friendly fire in
Iraq
5

If a child goes unregistered, “first of all it means she won’t
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“Then, she may not be able to go to school because she’s
not registered, she doesn’t exist. So she’s had those
strikes against her. Then as she gets older, she could be
at greater risk of child marriage because we don’t know
her birth date.”
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Without proof of age, an undocumented child may also be
conscripted into army service before the legal age, or
maybe be prosecuted for a crime as an adult, UNICEF
warns in its report. As they grow up, the lack of a birth
certificate may make it impossible for that child to get a job, buy a home, vote or obtain a passport.
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“Right now we don’t count every baby that’s born, and we don’t know who’s dying or why they died
in the majority of cases,” Gates said in a keynote address to the summit.
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That leaves stakeholders to estimate birth and death rates, as well as causes, “and then they’re
implementing and making policy decisions. That’s not good enough.”
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If a child goes unregistered, “first of all it means she won’t
have immediate access to health services,” David Morley,
president and CEO of UNICEF Canada, told CTVNews.ca.

Melinda Gates speaks as she attends
the Maternal, Newborn and Child Health
Summit in Toronto on Thursday, May 29,
2014. (Nathan Denette / THE CANADIAN
PRESS)

Civil registration of both births and deaths also serves “a statistical purpose,” UNICEF says. The
data is crucial for governments, non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders to plan
and implement programs on everything ranging from health care to education to water sanitation
to housing.
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She noted that reliable cause of death information is not available for some six billion people.
“In other words, we don’t know how three-quarters of the global population dies, which makes it
really hard to allocate our investments and our resources.”
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'You’ve got to engage the community'
With stakeholders making documenting every birth and death around the world a priority, Morley
says it starts with one of the basic tenets of development: “You’ve got to engage the community.”
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says it starts with one of the basic tenets of development: “You’ve got to engage the community.”
The first challenge is to get the word out to each child’s family.
Basic education on how to register a child, the process it entails, and the benefits it offers can
begin with simple radio ads, posters around a community, and even street theatre, which can
dramatize some of the risks of not having a birth certificate.
“As people start to really understand that this is what this piece of paper can mean, they’ll want it
and they’ll want to get the services as well,” Morley said.
As an example, he told of working at a refugee camp just inside the border of Zambia years ago,
when streams of people were flooding in to escape the war in Angola.

Ground-breaking new surgery
restores feeling to the eye

Refugees arrived wearing rags and carrying little, if any, personal items.
“I remember a woman reaching inside those rags and pulling out, in a baggie, a birth registration
for her child. She had nothing, but she had this piece of paper,” Morley said.
“So when people know how important it is, they treasure it. We have to help people know about
doing that through public education.”

Halifax hospital says it's
overwhelmed, needs
more ER beds

Princess Margaret
fundraiser now
including all cancers

Once citizens start demanding registration, governments with inadequate record-keeping
mechanisms need help establishing registry offices to collect and maintain all of the data.
FACEBOOK ACTIVITY

Finally, a system connecting the two must be put in place to remove barriers to registration and
make it easier for parents in even the most remote communities.
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Last month, Canada provided $20 million to a UNICEF birth registration project in sub-Saharan
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Last month, Canada provided $20 million to a UNICEF birth registration project in sub-Saharan
Africa. Initiatives include an SMS-based system that allows a health worker to register a newborn
with a simple text message from a cellphone.
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World's m ost popular painkiller poses risk w ith long-term use: stud
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“Birth registration is not only a fundamental right in itself,” UNICEF says, “but also a key to
ensuring the fulfillment of other rights.”
Share this story:

24

Recom m end

182

Create an account or Log In to see w hat your friends are doing.

Am azon, distributors sued by dad of teen killed by caffeine pow der o
One person recommends this.

Report Error

Even if you look like m om , dad's genes dom inate: study
40 people recommend this.

MOST WATCHED

1

2

3

4

World's m ost popular painkiller poses risk w ith long-term use: stud
Be the first of your friends to recommend this.
Over 30? You w ill get the flu less frequently, study says
14 people recommend this.
Daylight Saving Tim e: Why som e have such a hard tim e m aking the s
7 people recommend this.

CTV National News for Friday,
March 6, 2015

CTV Vancouver: Chihuahua
fighting for its life

CTV Saskatoon: Hotel uncovers CTV News
secret door

MORE STORIES FROM HEALTH NEWS

CTV News

CTV News

Facebook social plugin

Thalidomide victims offered $125K payment
Company recalls Jamaican chicken patties in
Alberta over E. coli concerns
Woman peels back labels on medication to
find someone else's prescriptions
Parents of 5-yr-old with ultra-rare disease:
'You have to have hope'
Bone marrow registration at Yale leads to lifesaving donations

open in browser PRO version

Amazon, distributors sued by dad of teen
killed by caffeine powder overdose

Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

pdfcrowd.com

About CTV Careers CTV New s Stox Advertise on CTV Bell Media Press Room

Privacy Policy Term s and Conditions Producer Guidelines Contact Us

Local New s CTV Atlantic New s CTV Calgary New s CTV Edm onton New s CTV Kitchener New s CTV Montreal New s CTV Northern Ontario New s CTV Ottaw a New s
CTV Regina New s CTV Saskatoon New s CTV Toronto New s CTV Vancouver New s CTV Winnipeg New s

CTV Tw o Atlantic Alberta Barrie London Ottaw a Windsor Vancouver Island

CTV New s Program s CTV National New s Canada AM Pow er Play W5 CTV Question Period

Video Sign In

CTV New s GO Video Help CTV New s on Mobile

Site login Please read our guidelines before commenting on stories.

View Mobile Site
Use of this Website assumes acceptance of Terms & Conditions and Privac y Polic y

© 2015

All rights reserved.
Bell Media Television

open in browser PRO version

Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

pdfcrowd.com

