
  

 

 
Ramblings from the Chair 

 
Well it’s 2017 and that means one thing my year 
as chairman is finally done and this will be my last 
newsletter. It’s been hard and challenging at 
times, but also a lot of fun. 
 
I hope I have brought something new to the club 
with the weekly parkrun report. I know people 
have strived for that “every second counts” award 
over the weeks and it’s always been a pleasure 
writing it and seeing how people have improved 
their times over the year. Keep on striving for 
those PB’s and keep on parkrunning, we have lots 
to choose from now with Huddersfield, Brighouse 
and Halifax. I also hope the Thursday Club runs 
have provided some information for you to choose 
which run you wanted to go on, and hopefully the 
pace that you would be running, not sure how 
these will work in 2017 as the new chair may want 
to change things and stamp their own mark on the 
year. 
 
I’d like to thank all of the committee for 
supporting me over the year as I have said before 
it’s not me but the majority of the committee 
that make the decisions that shape our club. And 
what a club it is. We have had people step up this 
year to take on roles Tim Walker with the Cross 
Country Captain, Tanya became a coach to help 
and assist Mark as well as being our Vets Captain. 
Some people will be leaving their roles. Diane and 
her social team are hanging up their hats after 
quite a long time sorting out all our fun social things, they have done amazing over the 
years with many a memorable night out so thank you to all of them.  
 
Also I’d like to thank Tony Mott for organising and making the Stainland Trail his own 
over the years; it has certainly grown to be one of the highlights in our racing calendar. 
Graham Robertshaw steps down from the Boxing Day Fun run after two years running it. 
It was a brilliant day this year and the weather was kind to us, so thanks to Graham for 
his hard work. The Stainland Trail and the Boxing Day fun run are both up for grabs if 
someone wants to take on a challenging and rewarding role, you will certainly be 
supported by the club and the committee. 
 
So that’s it from me, see you all running somewhere. 

 
Simon X 
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STAINLAND LIONS NEWSROUND  
 

By Sandra Robertshaw 
 

 
Finally, we swing into the glorious New Year that is 2017, the past year has been yet anoth-
er fabulous success for the Club with some great racing efforts over the year, including the 
rather large pride that undertook the London Marathon, not forgetting those who ran 
Manchester and Brighton Marathons, a brilliant Beginners Course and yet another suc-
cessful Vets Season.  Individual achievements were also scored throughout the year from 
numerous personal bests for a vast number of our members in parkruns, 10k’s, half mara-
thons etc, in addition we had Andrew Falkingbridge testing his body to the limits with two 
Ironmen races within a month, Diane Waite undertaking 52 races in 52 weeks, and Emma 
Forrester-Thompson thrashing out 100 miles in a week. 
 
We are still currently in the throws of the Cross Country so there is everything to play for.     
 
First up was the West Yorkshire Winter League Cross Country Race, hosted by Skipton 
Athletics Club in early December.  Stainland scored a one, two for the men, with Ben 
Mousey and Gav Mulholland taking the top spots, with Ed Hyland and Mark Pottinger not 
far behind.  For our Ladies, Danielle Hirst led the way, closely followed by Helen Fay,  
Aileen Baldwin and Lorraine Naylor.  And not forgetting our Super Vets who were led home 
by David Roberts, with John Bassinder and Helen Fay coming in to count.  Overall Stainland 
are leading the team standings, with Baildon running a very close second, we are also up 
there in various categories (first for Veterans, fourth for Super Vets, second for Men and 
first for Ladies).   
 
The Stainland Team in festive attire at Skipton Cross Country Race 
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The Stoop Fell Race on the wild and muddy moors of Haworth this is another regular fa-
vourite.  Out of a field of 309 runners we had two brave souls running this one, with our 
own wandering Andrew Falkingbridge, and the ever lovely Nick Thompson taking part.  
Nick finished in 198th position in a time of 50:02, with Andrew finishing 264th in a time of 
58:02. 
 
Boxing Day Fun Run, a short but sharp three mile race for all the family with prizes for the 
best fancy dress.  This is the 29th year that the Lions have organised this run, with all pro-
ceeds going to charity and this year all profits went to the Forget Me Not Trust.  Race Di-
rector, Graham Robertshaw, was the master of proceedings for the second year run-
ning.  The race was well attended with over 200 runners taking part, and this year the win-
ners were:  first male adult - Watson Peel in a time of 16:23, first female adult - Isabelle 
Castlow in 19:10.  First male child to finish was Harry Wheelwright and first female child 
Izzy Crowt.  Everyone piled back to Race HQ at 1885 The Pub in Stainland, for a charity 
raffle, hot drinks and bacon butties, which were well earned by all the runners.  It was also 
the culmination of a gruelling year of races for Diane Waite, who undertook the enormous 
task of racing every week for a full year, she completed 52 races in 52 weeks by ensuring 
the Fun Run was her last race – well done Diane! 
 
 
Chaiman Simon 
stalking some inter-
esting women. On 
Boxing Day 
 
One looks a right 
cracker.  
 
Geddit!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meanwhile over at Ogden Water, the Giants Tooth Fell Race took place, with 8 Lions turn-
ing out in a field of 145 for this short but challenging 3 miler.  First to finish for the Lions 
was Jonny Cartwright with Will Rushworth of the Fabulous Running Rushworths, and Nick 
Thompson not far behind. Results:  Jonny Cartwright (19, 20:41), Will Rushworth 
(43,22:34), Nick Thompson (69, 24:56), Andrew Falkingbridge (100, 29:05), Graham Rob-
ertshaw (110, 30:10), Roy Lunt (111, 30:11), Roger Smith (121, 32:08), Steve Boyer (125, 
33:30). 
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Ribble Valley 10k:  The history of this race goes 
back 30 years and has had many illustrious run-
ners taking part, including Alistair Brownlee. The 
race has been hosted by Blackburn Harriers since 
1998, and this year there were 1,077 runners 
taking part, a big increase from when the race 
originally started with a field of 300.  Five Lions 
ventured over the border, with Ed Hyland first 
back for the Lions in a personal best time of 
34:26, finishing in 79th position, he was swiftly 
followed by Mark Preston.  First to finish for our 
ladies was Rikki Hammond, who was followed in 
by Rebecca O’Neill and Sarah Lunt - the latter al-
so scoring a personal best time.  Results:  Ed Hy-
land (79, 34:26), Mark Preston (330, 42:57), Rikki 
Hammond (542, 48:31), Rebecca O’Neill (623, 
50:19), Sarah Lunt (704), 52:36).                                                  Rebecca, Ed and Sarah 
 

Coley Canter:  previously organised by local run-
ning legend Karl Gray, this year the Northowram 
Pumas resurrected the popular 8 mile trail 
race.  Out of a field of 72, the Lions managed to 
enter 13 runners.  First to finish for the Lions 
was Gav Mulholland, 3rd overall in a time of 
54:34, and we just missed out on a husband and 
wife finish for Jonathan Collins, who came 4th 
overall in a time of 58:49, swiftly followed home 
by his wife Lucy Collins in 7th place (also the first 
lady to finish) in a time of 1:04:18. Only Tristan 
Sheard managed to split the marital pair, and he 
came steaming home behind Jonathan, but just 
in front of Lucy.  Results:  Gav Mulholland (3, 
54:34), Jonathan Collins (4, 58:49), Tristan 
Sheard (7, 1:01:30), Lucy Collins (8, 1:04:18), 
Lindsay Oldfield (14, 1:09:22), John Bassinder 
(18, 1:10:54), Richard Crombie (26, 1:13:16), 
Derek Doyle (27, 1:14:22), David Culpan (34, 
1:18:10), Aileen Baldwin (35, 1:18:15), Nick 
Thompson (38, 1:19:53), Helen Hudson (39, 
1:20:35), Jan King (51, 1:25:17), Jackie Barker 
(68, 1:48:12). 
 
 
Gav Mulholland on left. 
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The New Year weekend didn’t deter some of our hardy Lions, with a couple of annual favour-
ites taking place.  First up was the Auld Lang Syne Fell Race, which included a fancy dress op-
tion which some of the runners undertook with great gusto, with outfits from the Phantom 
Flan Flinger to Trolls, and over 35 fancy dress prizes awarded.  The runners convened to the 
sound of bagpipes, played by Calum Culshaw, and out of a field of 433 the Lions had 14 run-
ners taking part.  First to finish for the Lions was Jonathan Collins, followed home by Paul Hi-
ley and Chris Hall, and for the ladies first to come through was Aileen Baldwin who was also 
first in her age category FV60, with Emma Thompson and Jackie Barker not far behind.  Re-
sults: Jonathan Collins (33, 49:27), Paul Hiley (88, 54:52), Chris Hall (115, 56:40), John Bas-
sinder (168, 60:37), Kevin Jaggar (259, 65:23), Aileen Baldwin (277, 66:50), Paul Patrick (289, 
67:33), John Ingles (298, 68:20), Richard Crombie (304, 68:31), Emma Thompson (303, 
68:33), Andrew Falkingbridge (343, 72:51), Tim Walker (361, 74:38), Ray Mooney (381, 
77:22), Jackie Barker (422, 89:02). 
 
 
 
 
 
We have the next Cross Country 
Race coming up on 8th January at 
Oakwell Hall, so hope to see a 
number of Lions taking part or 
supporting.  This is my final race 
report before I take up the reigns 
as Chairman, so here’s to a great 
year of running in 2017! 
 
 
By Sandra Robertshaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Bassinder enjoying the mud 
on the right 

 
 
 
 
              

 
 
 


