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TIS aims to equip all of our classrooms with state-of-the-art educational 
technology in the coming years. Our goal is to provide students and teachers 
with technology that will enhance immersion education in all subject areas, engage 
learners of all types and levels, and prepare children for a world where technology is 
an important component of professional and personal interactions.

This year’s “Technology for Today: Foundation for the Future” Special Appeal builds 
on the success of past auction appeals. Generous donors have bolstered technology 
at TIS bringing access to ipads, laptops, and educational applications to enthusiastic 
students and teachers. However, the need continues to grow.

To help fulfill the welcomed demand for more technology in the classroom, 
the 2013 Special Appeal will fund:

• Document cameras, a highly anticipated teaching resource
• An exciting pilot program of interactive SMART Boards
• Additional laptops to give more students access to computers
• Infrastructure upgrades to bring connectivity to all technology campus-wide

TIS Education Technology Specialist Meg Guerreiro explains that the school’s 
technology vision for the future is about getting students more hands-on access 
to relevant technology and applications. “Teaching technology in preschool and 
elementary school provides a foundation. It gets children comfortable with emerging 
technology and gives them more intuition to make it easier to figure out applications 
they may use in the future.”

Please join us in making this vision a reality. 
On November 23rd, raise your paddle high in support of 
the 2013 auction Special Appeal for technology! 

We hope to see you at the upcoming auction. If you are unable to join us this year, 
consider making an online Special Appeal donation at intlschool.org/donatenow.

On the next page, learn more about how each of these exciting technology resources will enhance learning for TIS students.

The days are numbered for the book report as we know it. Today, TIS students create digital interactive summaries of their 
favorite reads. By integrating images, text, and even video students can demonstrate knowledge and share reflections in new 
and engaging ways. The new book report format develops reading comprehension and writing skills, while tapping into so 
much more. Students learn to solve problems and think critically as they build their online report. 

It’s not just book reports that are changing. Teaching and learning are being reinvented. New technology is enriching 
lessons all the time. The International School recognizes the need to stay ahead of the curve. Our students are gaining 
the skills to thrive in an interdependent world. The ability to effectively use current technology and adapt to emerging 
applications is an undeniable and increasingly valuable skill.
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SMART Document Cameras & 
Projectors - $20,000
“I had the privilege of working with a document camera. It saved 
teaching time, effort, and duplicate work. It would also allow us to 
share authentic samples and student work quickly and effectively. 
It is a wonderful teaching tool.” - TIS English Teacher Janet Olson

Document cameras make it possible to easily share objects and 
images (both tangible and digital) with the entire class for more 
engaging lessons. They allow teachers to take a book, student 
sample or even a leaf and project it so that all of the students can 
view, annotate, and explore that object or document together. 

Document cameras can also show objects in 3-D, affording new 
perspectives for math and science concepts. They interface with 
ipads allowing for projection of the ipad screen and they work 
seamlessly with the SMART software - a world-wide database 
with lessons in every language and every subject.

SMART Board Pilot Program - $40,000
“SMART Boards allow students to manipulate and create. They 
can interact with their own learning. I can’t begin to describe how 
beneficial that is for kids of all different learning styles.”
- TIS Education Technology Specialist Meg Guerreiro

SMART Boards are a very effective teaching tool in the student-
centered classroom. They combine the functionality of a white 
board with the power of a computer. Much like a giant-sized 
ipad, SMART Boards allow students and teachers to create, 
explore, manipulate and even share lessons and projects with the 
touch of a finger.

As with document cameras, SMART Boards can also connect 
to the internet to share web content, and sync with the SMART 
global bank of lesson plans.

As part of the pilot program, TIS will put a SMART Board in our 
music and art rooms. Four SMART Boards will also be placed in 
homerooms with teachers who have volunteered to make them 
an integral classroom teaching tool. With the learnings from 
this program, we will add additional Boards in the coming years 
with teachers who piloted the program acting as trainers and 
resources for their colleagues.  

Thank you for your support!
If we exceed our goal of $90,000 to bring state-of-the-art 
technology resources into the classrooms, the additional revenue 
will supply other technology needs including new software.

Laptops - $20,000
“By having computers in the classroom, the students can be in 
charge of their own learning and their own success.” - TIS Japanese 
1st grade teacher Akiko Grimm

“I don’t really like to write but I was pretty motivated because I 
would get to use VoiceThread.” - TIS Student, Sophia

Donors to past special appeals have allowed us to build a sizeable 
collection of laptops for student use. Every day excited students 
log into programs like VoiceThread, Glogster, Prezi and more. 
They use the computers to create book reports, conduct research, 
produce videos and so much more. Twenty new laptops will 
allow more student access to technology-enhanced lessons.

Infrastructure Upgrades - $10,000
“Past special appeals have really built up our technology program, 
which has been incredible. But the increased technology use 
has put demands on our infrastructure. An upgrade to our 
infrastructure would enable connectivity for new laptops, SMART 
Boards and document cameras.” - Robert Woods, Head of School

The International School’s community, technology needs, and 
equipment have grown considerably over the last several years. 
This growth, while welcome, has put strains on our current 
infrastructure. TIS is planning technology infrastructure 
upgrades this year to better serve our current needs and prepare 
for future growth. $10,000 from our Special Appeal will help 
finance improvements to our servers and server room. 

Imagine this lesson with a Smart Board!


