
AN OVERVIEW

At The International School, our teachers know that 
every child is unique.  They know the importance of 
creating a classroom where the academic as well as 
social and emotional needs of every child are met.  
Our small classes ensure that each child receives the 
attention she deserves.  But what a difference it would 
make for our teachers to have more resources to help 
each child excel with her individual learning style!

The 2012 auction special appeal will fund technology 
and tools to support individual child development, 
allowing teachers to tailor instruction and assessment to 
each student’s needs (“differentiated instruction”).  On 
November 17th, raise your paddle in support of  the 
“one size does not fit all” special appeal.

This year’s appeal for differentiation in the classroom 
includes:

 � $45,000 for technology 

 � $20,000 for Early Childhood classroom essentials

 � $20,000 for teacher professional development 
focused on differentiated instruction

If we surpass our goal of $85,000, the additional 
funds will be used towards more faculty professional 
development opportunities.

Technology & Tools for Individual Child Development:

please see next page for details

‘One Size Does Not Fit All’ Special Appeal

Join us November 17th for the TIS Auction!
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THE DETAILS

$45,000 for Technology

Imagine 4th graders studying human migration patterns.  
While one student uses his computer to plot his 
ancestors’ migration, another graphs US immigration 
patterns and a third researches the effect of war on 
immigration.

Technology must be an integral part of a TIS education 
now and in the future, and it is vital for individualized 
instruction and assessment. It is so important that we 
have hired a specialist in educational technology to work 
with our teachers on lesson planning!

Thanks to past special appeals, TIS has purchased 
MacBooks and ipads to enrich many lessons.  However, 
our technology use has grown- it will grow even faster 
with our educational technology specialist and more 
differentiated instruction.  Help us continue to support 
independent learning by ensuring more TIS students have 
access to computers.

We will allocate $43,000 for 40 additional MacBook Pros 
for classroom use and $2,000 for a charging station.

$20,000 for Early Childhood Classroom Essentials

Now imagine walking into a classroom where the children 
move between learning centers.  At one small table, two 
four-year-olds build a block tower, developing math skills 
and learning to negotiate as they collaborate on their 
design. Another child stands at the rice table writing his 
name in the rice while the teacher observes and guides 
him as needed. Nearby several more children play “house” 
in the dramatic play area, practicing family roles and 
developing language skills.  

A successful early childhood classroom is set up so that 
children can play with purpose. Small tables create 
student-centered stations that support individualized 
learning.   Math centers, rice tables, and dramatic play 
areas encourage young children to pursue their interests 
while practicing language learning, defining gross motor 
skills, exploring the curriculum and developing socially 
and emotionally. 

The $20,000 will fund new smaller tables and add more 
classroom essentials such as math centers, rice tables and 
dramatic play stations.

$20,000 for Professional Development on 
Differentiation in the Classroom

Finally, imagine your child’s teacher.  The class has just 
finished a unit on body systems, and the teacher sets 
up several opportunities for assessment.  The students 
present diagrams of the human body, write a reflection 
on what they’ve learned, and work together to create 
a no-smoking public announcement.  As the teacher 
monitors these projects she assesses not only each child’s 
understanding of the material, but also his ability to 
think critically, collaborate, and communicate effectively. 

Through expert-led trainings, our teachers will be better 
able to identify and support individual student needs. 
They will have more strategies to differentiate classroom 
instruction and assessment, helping students with 
different learning styles thrive. The special appeal will 
also fund a guest speaker to answer parent questions 
on differentiated instruction and how it supports your 
child’s learning.
 

We will allocate the full $20,000 and any additional 
contributions towards teacher and parent trainings on 
differentiation in the classroom.

Support our special appeal at intlschool.org/giving. 
Click “donate now” & select “Special Appeal” as 
the program designation.


