
Dear TIS families, 
 
My name is Marieke Mertz.  Some of you may remember me as our kids Nick and Ana were 
students at the International School.  I wanted to let you know that I have taken on an incredible 
challenge. On September 20th - 22nd, I'll be walking 60 miles over the course of three days, 
camping out at night (in a pink tent!) with thousands of other women and men taking this journey 
with me.  It's for an event called the Susan G. Komen 3-Day™ taking place in Seattle.   

Every 19 seconds, somewhere in the world, someone is diagnosed with breast cancer.  That is 
too many people suffering!  Just in my small corner of the world, I know a number of people 
directly affected by breast cancer, including my sweet mom who went through surgery a couple 
of months ago, after having been diagnosed for the second time.  She is now working hard on 
recovering and has been such an inspiration in coping with both the physical and emotional 
stress of this disease.  It is in her honor that I have committed to this cause.  As she lives all the 
way in Holland, this incredible event has given me a way to support my mom while we are so far 
apart and do something to actively fight breast cancer for her as well as too many others. 

As a 3-Day participant, I'm required to raise $2300 in order to walk.  So far, I’m very thankful to 
have raised 65% of my goal ($1508). I would like to ask you if you can help me with the 
remaining $792.  If 20 people donate $40, I’m there! When you donate, know that not only will 
you support my walk in honor of my mom, but you will be taking initiative yourself in the fight 
against breast cancer through your donation.  

You can donate by following the link below to make an online donation in an amount that works 
for you. You can also call 800-996-3DAY and your company may even offer to match your 
donation through their Matching Gifts program. No donation is too big – or too small.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my story and thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 

Marieke Mertz 

Participant ID 6958544 
Participating in the 3-Day Walk in Seattle, WA 
Team name : Anne-Marie 
Personal URL: 
http://www.the3day.org/site/TR/2013/SeattleEvent2013?px=6958544&pg=personal&fr_id=1820 
 
P.S. This cause is very important to me, and with my determination and your support, I know 
that I can do this! 


