Raising a
Polyglot

Helping Your Child Become
Bilingual and Bicultural

By Emily Puro

Er some, it's a matter of heritage, a way to continue familial
traditions and make sure their children can communicate with
relatives near and far. For others, it's an opportunity to give their
children “a leg up” in an increasingly global econony. For many,
it's the most logical path toward nurturing culturally competent
citizens of the world.

Whatever the reasons, more and mare parents are choosing
to educate their children bilingually, and both public and pri-
vate schools are adding language immersion programs to meet
that demand. Parents in the Portland metropolitan area can now
choose between Spanish, French, Japanese, Mandarin Chinese,
Russian and Cerman language immersion programs beginning in
kindergarten or earlier, in both public and private schools.
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The options include one-way immersion, where stu- —— regardless of where they come from, scores at the 73nd
dents mainly from English speaking backgrounds are *This clciss is percentile by sixth, seventh or eighth grade,” says Rob
immersed in a new language, or twe-way, where about il i i Stewart, immersion coordinator at southeast Portland's
half the students speak English as their first language teaching the kids  Atkinson Elementary School. “The average kid in an-
and the other half speak the target language. Some pro- how to be more other program scores at the 50th, so intellectually there
grams are full immersion, with all or almost all instruc- are huge advantages.”
tion delivered in the target language, while others are open minded omd Immersion programs, especially two-way programs
partial immersion, with instruction split between English how to cccent that serve both native English speakers and native
and the target language. o : : speakers of the target language in each classroom, offer

different cultures  sydents a unique opportunity to experience a second
Benefits of Language Immersion info their lives, Jtg Cculture from an carly age. “This class is teaching the

kids how to be more open minded and how to accept
teaching them not  different cultures into their lives,” says Julia Zakharch-
enko, a kindergarten teacher in southeast Portland's
Kelly Elementary School's Russian immersion program,
toward other cul- 2 two-way approach. “[t's teaching them not to be judg-
mental toward other cultures and to accept everybody

There are countless henefits to speaking a second
language, from expanded career opportunities in an in-
creasingly international workplace to the ability to com- 0 be judgmental
municate with people from diverse backgrounds to the
pleasures of experiencing world literature, theater and

cinema in their original forms. But research-based and tures and to cc- B
anecdotal evidence suggests that the benefits of lan- _ ; for who they are,
guage immersion programs go beyond bilingualism to cept everybody “Being able to read and write in two languages is
include cognitive and academic advantages, increased for who they are " great,” says Stewslm. “‘rxm being able t_n understand that
cultural competency, and larger benefits for society as a = Julia Zakharchenko. the way we do things ml our country is no more than
whale. teacher, Kelly Elementary that - the way we do 1111!155. not the right way - that
According to research cited by the Center for Applied  School’s Russian immersion EELWELJ‘L:H.IM makes them L':lefm-c of the world rather than
Linguistics (CAL), students who receive second language program just citizens of our country.
instruction appear to be more creative and better at “Two-way immersion programs are really powerful
solving complex problems than those who do not; bilin- programs for kids in both language groups and for the
guals outperform similar monolinguals on both verbal families,” says Lucy Estrada-Guzman, principal at Van-
and nonverbal intelligence tests; and students who learn foreign lan- couver's Sarah J. Anderson Elementary, which offers a Spanish immer-
guages score statistically higher on standardized college entrance ex- sion program. "It creates cross cultural understanding not only with
ams than those who do not. the kids but also with families and staff members.”
“The data shows that the average kid in the immersion program, One-way immersion programs introduce children to world cultures
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as well. At southwest Portland's International School,
where classes are conducted in Spanish, Mandarin Chi-
nese and Japanese, students, “are being immersed in a
microcosm of our world, one where the neighbors next
door speak a different language and invite them in to
celehrate different holidays,” says Linda Bonder, the
school’s marketing director. “When growing up in this
tvpe of immersion, diversity and multiculiuralism is as
natural as waking up in the moming.”

In addition 1o building community, many cxpers
believe the economic and political future of our na-
tion hinges on aur children’s ability to communicate
effectively in world languages in order to compete
and collaborate in today’s global market. To do that, a greater invest-
ment in hilingual education is needed. “The research is pretty clear that
il you wall wntil college (o start, iUs o late” says Michael Bacon, Im-
mersion education coondinator for PPS. *We need to ereate K-16 pipe-
lines for kids (o become multilingual {and) multicultural.”

Toward that end, about three years ago, PPS and the University of
Oregon became among the first collaborative projects in the nation to
receive a federal grant to develop a kindergarten through university
language program to produce “superior level speakers, readers and
writers™ of what the government deems “a critical language.” in this
case Mandarin Chinese. The goal is to support studenis who will be-
come professionally proficient in any number of disciplines while at
the same time performing at a “superior level of proficiency™ in Man-
darin Chinese.

Elementary Years and Beyond

Although second languages have traditionally been introduced in
middle ar high school in this country, it makes sensc to start carlier
for a number of reasons. A big incentive is to capital-
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Berry, o two-way im
mersion coach at
Barnes Elementary
School,

Some studenis
in the area’s private
elementary immer-
sion schools transfer
1o public immersion
programs in middle
school, while ath-
ers continue their
educations at Port-
land French School's
middle school or
northwest Portland's
Gilkey International
School, Beginning

in fall

ize on young children's natural capacity for language
acquisition.

"Two-way

2008,
the Fortland
French School, French American International Schoeol, the

“I like to compare it o teaching math,” says Nancy mmersion . Rk
Rhodes, CAL's director of foreign language education, “We German American School and the Intemational School
could wait until middie school to start teaching math but programs cre  are joining forces to open The International High School
we want to start in kindergarten so they can work with really powerful 1'.:rhil:‘h will have options for stu_dm:s coming from i_mmcr.—
manipulatives and blocks and start counting with hands- SR - sion schools as well as those with little or no experience in
on materials that fit cognitively with their developmental FProgIcomns a foreign language.
level.” Similarly, she notes, teaching colors and numbers for kids in both
and shapes in a foreign language makes more sense when X s Interest Continues to Increase
Chikleeh dre sEVISW N (te concepts ANYWRY. AN, Stud- lenguage According to CAL, which maintains a directory of lan-
ies have ﬁhn\.-.l-n that the ymu:l_ﬁz:r an |lrltll\:ftduali learns a groups cmd for  guage immersion programs throughout the country, there
SECANE SUPIGES; T MATE adve: SOUNKING s ronan: are now 263 schools offering one-way immersion programs
ciation will become, the fomilies ”

After elementary school, students have a variety of op-
tions to continue their bilingual education, depending on
their school district, PPS considers each language track a
k-12 program, with some second language instruction in
content areas continuing through high school.

= Lucy Estrada-Gueman,
principal at
Vamcourer's Sarak J.
Anderson Elementary

in the United States, up from a single program founded in
1971. “Until 1999,” the CAL report notes, “schools offering
foreign language immersion programs outnumbered those
offering two-way immersion programs, but that balance

has shifted over the past 7 years. As of 2006, there are 333
schools in the United States (hat offer two-way immersion

But funding can be a problem, For example, the Bea-
verton School District's first elementary Spanish immer-
sion program began 13 years ago, and two more have been added
since, but there are currently no immersion offerings in the district’s
middle or high schools, *It's number one on our issues list,” says Eve

as compared 1o 263 schools that offer foreign language im-
mersion.” The majority of two-way programs were estab-
lished in the last two decades, and most are in public schools, (While
the CAL directory doesn't include every U.S, program, it's the most
comprehensive list available,)
Raising a Polvglot continues on page 30
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Public Schools: Enrollment in many public
school immersion programs is conducted through
a lottery process. Applicants for most districts are
accepted beginning in February with schoaol visits
scheduled throughout the spring. Contact your
district for information about visiting schools and
applying for admission,

Private Schools: For private language immer-
sion schools, call or check the web sites for appli-
cation information.

Chiguites School (Spanish; through third grade)
- 11675 SW Butner Rd.; 503-641-7717; www.chig-
uitos.org

French American School (also Gilkey Interna-
tional Middle School) - 8500 NW Johnson 5t.;
503-202-7776; wwv.faispdx.org

German American School (through fifth grade) -
3900 SW Murray Blvd., Beaverton; 503-626-9089;
wiwneLgspdr.com

The International Schoal (Spanish, Mandarin Chi-
nese, Japanese; through fifth grade) - 025 SW
Sherman 5t.; 503-226-2496; www.intlschool.org

La Escuela (Spanish; through third grade) = 7703
ME 72nd Ave., Vancouver; 360-883-5658; www.
languageacademyinc.com

Portland French School (through middle school) -
6318 SW Corbett Ave.; 503-452-4160; www.port-
landfrenchschool.org

Preschool Programs:

Amiguitos (Spanish) - 5105 SE Aldercrest Rd., Mil-
waukie: 503-653-4081; www.amiguitos.org.
Bodhi Tree Center (Mandarin Chinese) - 5403

SE Center 5t.; 503-788-0336; www.bodhitreelan-
guagecenter.org

Portland Kinderschule (German cooperative pra-
school) - 63 SW Miles 5t.; 503-246-2447; v,
portlandkinderschule.com

Language Schools and other Resources in the Metropolitan Area

Other Local Resources:

Hola Hola and Moshi Moshi (televised language
instruction produced by Portland Public Schoaols):
For broadcast schedules and online activitics, visit
wiww.pps.k12.onus/depts-dmoshiholal

Bilingual Story Times: Check with your local
library.

Portland Early Learning Project: Fee-based
bilingual playgroups and school programs.
503-284-0810; www.portlandearlylearning.com

Free lapanese ‘Sing and Play' Class Offered:
The International School is offering a free "Sing
and Play” class for kids ages 4 and under begin-
ning Jan. 11. The class will be taught in Japa-
nese by International School teachers and will
meet on four Fridays beginning Jan. 11 from
10:45 to 11:15 am at the Internaticnal School,
2305 SW Water 5t. Reservations required; call
503-226-2496, ext. 305 or e-mail Japanese@in-
tlschool.org.

Other Resources:

The Bilingual Edge: Why, When, and How fo
Teach Your Child s Second Language by Kendall
King and Alison Mackey (Collins, 2007)

The Bifingual Family: A Handbook for Parents by
Edith Harding-Esch and Philip Riley (Cambridge
University Press, 2003)

The Center for Applied Linguistics: Research and
other information about second language learn-
ing and immersion proagrams, including direc-
tories of one-way and two-way immersion pro-
grams. www.cal.org.

Canoe Island French Camp: PO Box 270, Orcas,
WA 98280; 360-468-2329; www.canoeisland.org.
Kids can speak French while enjoying the fun

of summer camp at this ACA accredited camp.
Located on a private island in Washington's San
Juan Islands; all levels of French are taught.
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With waiting lists for public im-
mersion programs and increased
community demand, both Vancou-
ver and North Clackamas Schools -
each currently oftering one Spanish
bilingual program - are consider-
ing expanding their programs. “We
have found that this is the kind of
education our community is very
interested in,” says Howard Yank,
curriculum specialist for Vancouver
Public Schools,

“These kids graduate from high
school and have the ability to go
to college in another country,” says
Eryn Barker, a teacher in West Syl-
van Middle School’s Spanish im-
mersion program. “They have the
ability to work in another coun-
try or work in a bilingual setting,
whereas most second language pro-
grams in this country do not serve
our children to be able to do that.
You leave being able to conjugate
a verb, but you cannot have a con-
versation. You can’t analyze. You
can't have opinions in a second
language.”

Other than living in a foreign
country, says Barker - and most
researchers, educators and parenis
seem o agree - immersion pro-
grams offer our students the most
effective path toward becoming
hilingual, bicultural citizens of the
world,

Emily Puro is a Portland freelance
writer and mother,
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