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Twenty years with Maria and Jossie

“When you drop off your child at 
TIS, you know three things are 
going to happen. They are going 
to be hugged, they are going to be 
kissed, and they are going to be 
dancing,” says Kat Topaz, mother 
of a graduate and a first grader at 
The International School (TIS). As 
20-year veterans of the school, no 
one has hugged more TIS students 
than Jossie Torres-Jurado and 
Maria Abad. 

“Everybody comes to the 
school for a different reason,” Kat 
explains. “And once you’re here 
you realize that there are so many 
aspects of the school that you were 
unaware of and that you cannot 
live without - like Maria and Jossie. 

They make every child and parent 
feel so special.”

After teaching middle school in 
Puerto Rico, Jossie came to TIS 
in 1994 and has been a fixture 
in Spanish LowK almost ever 
since (she taught kindergarten 
for one year). Maria came from 
Ecuador and is also enamored 
with preschoolers. Maria taught 
PreK, LowK or kindergarten at TIS 
from 1993 to 2006, often in the 
classroom next to Jossie. Then she 
moved into administration first as 
Principal and now as Head of Early 
Childhood. 

Bruce Bayliss was TIS Head of 
School from 2001 to 2007 and 
still remembers the impact Maria 

and Jossie had on the school 
environment. “Both Maria and 
Jossie have always had the school’s 
best interests in front of them. 
They made it easy to work at TIS 
and were a fantastic addition to 
the atmosphere and culture of the 
school.”

Their impact continues 
unabated. “It’s tremendous to work 
with Jossie and Maria,” says Head 
of School Robert Woods. “They 
have a unique understanding of 
the school from its beginning and 
how it has matured over time. I 
hope they can see their immense 
contribution to the school and the 
community.”
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