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Beaverton student’s mastery of Chinese language leads to
an invitation to visit the giant Asian nation

proficiency test nor-
mally administered
only to adults,

Yamani Duran was one of five
fifth-graders s The Intemational
School in Portland 1o successfully
complete the 1est, designed by the
HSK Center of Beijing Language and
Cultural University to gauge Chinese
language proficiency of non-native
speakers,

“This was the first time that we
imndudeEKinFnrﬂmﬂl:}:luh
first ime we had such a
~ young age," mawmmmm‘m
cation consul at the Chinese Consulate
Cieneral in San Francisco. Tt is by no
means 4n eagy test”

In China, the test serves.as a

to enter a college or uni-
versity, and is used to determine if stu-
dents might be exempt from taking
certhin language courses in China and
in many American universities. It also
is used as a reference for hiring in
positions requining basic competence

in the Chinese language.
Both Duran and the otler students
have attended The Imemational

pari and a comprehension element.
I think the hardest part for me was
the reading purt because it was long,”

School’s Chinese immersion program — said Duran, the Beaverton fifth-grader
since preschool, scoonding o Bruce who also is fluent in Spanish.
“This test is for college-level students. It's outstanding
(they did so well).”
»
Brace Bayliss, International School

Bayliss, who heads the school. In addition to Duran, other students

Bayliss acknowledged that the test  that passed the test included Hannah
is tough. Rudufl, Naomi Garland, Jing Kappes

“This test is for college-level stu-
dents.” said Bayliss. “Its outstanding
(they did so well)”

Five passed tesl
The 2%-hour test included hundreds
of questions, an oral portion, o writing

g Juck Edvwards,

“There were seven shsdents total
who took the test,” said Bayliss. “Five
H_"
Of those, three — Rudulf, Kappes
and Edwords — passed ot o higher
level and will receive o trip to the

University of Beijing this
summar, compliments of
the Chinese government.

Their visit 1o China
won't be a first, either.

Last yenr, seven k-
dents in "l'h.f-.-i Liu' eluss
traveded to China for
three weeks. A camern
crew from a Chinese chil-
dren’s show, “Under a
Same Sky” followed the group sroond
fioe 10 days, recording their day-to-day
activities.

Bayliss said he couldn™ be mone
pleased with the students.

“I'vee been telling people around the
country about this”™ he said.

Very good foundation

The International School of
Portland is the only one in the area
that offers total immersion classes in
Japanese, Chinese and ish,

Euuhnuinh['hi:t::"u:rmin
program receive an American curricu-
lurm tnught entirely in Chinese.

Yafei Liu, the students’ teacher, smd
ihe was pleased by the proficiency stu-
nod totally caught off guard.

“1"m it wery surprised bacause
they had a very good foundation,” said
Line “1"m prowd.™
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