“The International School

bullding woelel citizans

Portland school
turns out
world citizens

E ver wander what it would be like 1o have
your child immersed in a diffarant cul-
fure? Wish he o she could be exposed o a
second language befone middie school? The
Intemational School on Portland's wateriront
has been offering a full Bnguage immersion
program for mone than 15 years, What makes
f unique & its staff of native speaking leachers
— wiho not anly share their language bat thair
culture. Their lowe of teaching is, of course,
agiven

“I's important o us lo creale
an environment where every
family feals honored, respecled
and welcoms,” says Bonder, Slu-
dents attend from all over graaler
Portland, and ower 25 percent
recanve financial assislance

Graduating students gel o
assass their own Success on a
fifth-grade Capstona trip to China, Spain of
Japan, Trips Bke these enrich a child's educa-
fion, and prove that their language and cultural

Being immersed in another
language and culture gives
students deeper insights info
themselves and other ways
of thinking. Sance The Intema-
tionai School teaches Spanish,
Japanese and Chinese pro-
grams, studenis axperence
threa diverse culluras conneact-
ing constantly, Bonder cradits
this cultural interachon with creating wiorid
cifizens who nuly embrace diversity

ED -international school

d globally .....

“Language immersion” is amethod of leach-
ing in which the student is immersed in the
target language for a significant period of ime
Children start immersion at The Intemational
Schoolin preschool or kindergarien, generaly

o Faiy Magazin

students quickly understand and start 1o con-
verse. The school teaches a requiar Amencan
curmiculum — math, science, geography el
— in Chinese, Japanese or Spanish, Students
study English language ars starting in first
grade, and equal or outperform

“Research shows that young children
learn a second language exactly the
same way they learn their first language
- by listening, absorbing, imitating and

thesr non-immersion peers on
state standardized tests by
third grade

‘Research shows that
young children keam a second

then trying it out.”

— Lina Bonder, markaling director The Imemational Schood

language exactly the same way
they keam their first language
— by listening, absorbing,

without any sacond tanguage axperience. By
hearing only the tanget language for both regus
lar corversation and subject matber learming,

skills ane ready

B honest

imitating and then trying it
out,” says Linda Bonder, marketing direcior
of the school

building campaign, along with large

for the real | chantable foundations and many
Mjl'llj The shu- QDDDETE\'_'NE. ather com "I'ILII'III',' members
dents stay with Chaflenging, creative and aca-
local families, R W demically accredited, the school
atlend local ﬂﬂ.ﬂgﬂﬁ'{&tﬁ is making greal sindes. This year
schools, and do ) the school is starting the process
the: local school to become one of the first on the
homework wesi coast o adopt the Infemational
On lastyear's Baccalaureate
Capsione Primary Years
trip to China Programme,
the students’ which is used
made  such in gver 1500
an impression schools  in
with thedr linguistic and cultural flu- 128 countries
ency they wene featured in a nation- and  many
ally-lelevised documentary, They Forlland-area
even visited Chinese officials and high schoots
critigued an actual Chinese govemn- The diverse
ment iextbook — the same one usad environment
hene in Partland and language
“We have been immersing chikdren immersion
in Chinese since 1967, and now the programs give
program b5 growing e widfre. " says The Interna-
Bonder, “More and more parents feal tignal School
that knowing Chinese will help their its roots; the

child's future opportunifies.”

With classes averaging 13 students (19
max), the school is planning to expand inlo
& new buikding. Support for the program is 50
strong that 100% of parents contrbuted Io the

students, stalf

and plans for the future will lkeep it growing for
years fo come, To leam more, call 503-226-
2498 or visil wwow.intlschool.org




