
“We may be a bigger school now,” says 
the Head of Early Childhood Program, 
Maria Abad, “but we are still such a 
strong community with a common 
goal.  All of us - teachers, parents 
and administrators - are working to 
provide a great education in a fun 
and warm environment.”  

Originally from Cuenca, Ecuador, 
Maria began her career at a high school 
in Ecuador where she trained future 
elementary school teachers. However 
once she switched to working with 
young children, she saw no reason 
to turn back. “Working with young 
children fills me with such joy,” she says 
with a smile.  

Maria started at TIS in 1993 as a 
PreK teacher.  “I love everything about 
working with young kids. They are 
so eager to learn and so open-minded 
to new experiences, the world and to 

trying new things.” 
In the past 18 years at TIS, Maria 

has seen an “immense” amount of 
change and growth. “Year after year we 
are growing and improving. We have 
always excelled at language education, 
but I think that we have become more 
well-rounded, particularly with the 
introduction of the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) program.”

 Maria was promoted to school 
administration in 2006, but the best 
part of her day is still the children. “My 

interactions with the kids are always 
the highlight, whether it’s when I visit 
their classrooms or when they run into 
my office in the middle of a meeting to 
give me a hug.”  

Parents and students feel a similar 
connection with Maria. As one 
kindergarten parent puts it, “She is 
extremely friendly, approachable, and 
easy to talk to. I also love the warm way 
she greets the kids and makes sure they 
know how much she cares about them. 
My daughter looks forward to saying 
hello to her every morning!”

As the Head of Early Childhood, 
Maria also relishes the opportunity 
to work collaboratively with 
teachers and families.  “I really get to 
communicate with the teachers and 
hear about their needs, frustrations and 
accomplishments. I enjoy figuring out 
ways I can support them.  And I get to 
interact with families from all of our 
language tracks. There is such amazing 
support from the parent community at 
this school.”  

One of the most significant 
changes that Maria has witnessed is 
the introduction of the International 
Baccalaureate program. “It was a little 
intimidating when we first started to 
investigate the possibility of becoming 
an IB school,” explains Maria. “It’s a 
long process to become authorized 
and it requires a lot of training, but it 
really appealed to me. The IB promotes 
cultural education and it teaches 
children to be open-minded. I knew 
that at TIS we were already focusing 
on those areas, so I felt it would work 
well at our school. We also knew that 
although we were great as a language 
school, we needed something to make 
us stronger and to help unify our three 
language tracks.”

Now as Maria reflects on the 
IB program that has become an 
established part of TIS, she comments 
on the influence of the IB on both 
teachers and students. “I truly believe 
that the IB program allows kids with 

different learning styles to thrive. It 
challenges us to be risk takers and frees 
us from the concept that as teachers 
we need to know everything. With 
the IB, it’s ok for a teacher to say ‘I’m 
not sure what the answer is. Let’s find 
out together.’ You are not bound to a 
single textbook, so it also allows the 
students and teachers to learn from 
different types of media, to research 
and to explore. It is very dynamic.”

As she looks ahead to the school’s 
future, Maria is excited. “We are 
already an excellent school. As we move 
ahead, I believe that we will continue 
to receive recognition as one of the 
top tier schools, not only because of 
our language immersion, but because 
we are a great institution with strong 
academics and a vibrant community.”  

TIS families feel equally confident 
about our future with Maria’s 
leadership.  In the words of one 
parent, “We couldn’t ask for a better 
Head of Early Childhood than Maria. 
She’s accessible and involved in the 
day-to-day tasks, but also focused on 
developing and nurturing a long term 
strategy and vision for the school. She 
looks for the best in everyone, but is 
not afraid to tackle tough issues and 
encourage people to do better. TIS is 
very lucky to have Maria as part of TIS 
leadership.”
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