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The August issue of In the Loop takes a look back at our ag innovation heritage by featuring the American
Enterprise exhibit at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History in Washington D.C. The
exhibit includes machinery and scientific advancements in agriculture such as Eli Whitney’s cotton gin and
the first John Deere plow.

As large food brands continue to lose market share from more healthy alternatives due to shifting
demographics, The Guardian reveals how major food producers including Kraft and General Mills are
evolving to meet consumer demand and stay competitive by providing healthier products. Recent shifts
include removal of synthetic ingredients and offering new organic product lines. Despite M&A and new
product R&D investments, major food companies continue to face trust challenges with their brand from
the millennial generation. At the retail level companies are facing similar challenges and opportunities
including McDonald’s, which recently posted declining sales around the globe in an environment where
consumers continue to seek abundant healthier alternatives.

A new report by McKinsey highlights the trends, emerging investment opportunities and risks across the
value chain in the modern $5 trillion global food system industry. The report highlights protein, farm data
systems, microbial input technologies among other investment hot spots. Another new report featured
this month by the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health points to health and food system impacts of
humancaused environmental changes such as decreasing number of pollinators and increase in
atmospheric CO2.

With support from Microsoft, the USDA has launched the USDA Innovation Challenge to spur
entrepreneurs, scientists and technologists to make the food system more resilient to climate change.
The USDA is providing contestants with access to resources such as its satellite imagery, remote sensing
data, and agriculture operations input cost and use reports.
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About Closed Loop Capital
Closed Loop Capital is an earlystage venture capital platform founded in 2010 that invests in
exceptional entrepreneurs leading ventures in agriculture technology and food system innovation in
the United States and Canada.
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