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ANSWERING THE CALL

Bringing new conservation services to the John Day River Basin
Tim Copeland, Executive Director

With great excitement, the Blue Mountain
Land Trust opened a second office in John
Day, Oregon in early July. This expansion
doubles the size of our service area and adds
Grant, Wheeler, Gilliam and Morrow counties
in Oregon to the communities we serve.

Farms and ranches form the economic
backbone of the John Day River Basin. Over
half of the basin’s terrain is agricultural
land and of that, 60% is devoted to cattle
production. With 11,000 people and 70,000
head of cattle in the region, cattle outnumber
people 7 to 1.

Expansion into the John Day River Basin
was the result of two years of work with the
key natural resources agencies that serve
that area. After much discussion, we were
invited to expand our operations there by
local representatives of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, a number of County
Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, the
Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs
Reservation and the Confederated Tribes
of the Umatilla Indian Reservation. These
agencies believe that many landowners in
those four counties will benefit substantially
from the services of our land trust.

The conversion of large agricultural acreages
to non-farm uses and a huge generational
transfer of land ownerships are underway
in the John Day. These changes threaten the
economic future of these working lands, and
the integrity of fish and wildlife habitat they
host.

Marti will work closely with a John Day area
advisory council composed of many of the
partners who invited us to the region. She
will be supported by BMLT’s Conservation
Director, Jason Bulay.

Conversion of ag land can cause reduced
land productivity, degraded water quality and
quantity, overrun rangelands with invasive
weeds, and catastrophic wildfires.

As we get settled in the John Day, our
Education and Development Specialist,
Lauren Platman, and I will work on education
and development opportunities in the region.

A major goal of BMLT’s work there will be
to ensure that farms and ranches remain
economically and environmentally viable.
Conservation easements - alone or in
combination with fish and wildlife habitat
restoration - can greatly enhance the
agricultural sustainability of these lands.

The John Day River Basin is one of the most
scenic and environmentally significant regions
in the country. The third longest undammed
river in the continental United States, the
John Day River flows 280 miles from the
Strawberry Mountains to the Columbia River.
The John Day provides pristine habitat for
wild steelhead, Chinook salmon, westslope
cutthroat, and interior redband. The river
basin hosts the last remaining wild populations
of Chinook salmon and summer steelhead
populations in the Columbia River Basin.

Expanding Blue Mountain Land Trust’s
service area into eastern Oregon will
strengthen our operations and finances by
providing economies of scale and diversifying
our conservation projects. More importantly,
BMLT’s presence in the John Day River Basin
provides another resource to landowners to
better preserve their working lands in this
precious region.

Amanda “Marti” Martino will lead our
work in this area as the John Day office’s
conservation manager. A Michigan native,
Marti is a 2016 graduate of the University
of Oregon School of Law and holds two
bachelor’s degrees from Siena Heights
University in Adrian, Michigan.
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We look forward to the exciting work ahead
and will keep you posted on the progress.
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LEARNING ON THE LAND
Reflections on this season

Lauren Platman, Education & Development Specialist

Standing in the middle of a green pea field, I
peeled back the skin of a freshly plucked pea pod
and popped one pea after another into my mouth.
Perfectly firm and sweet, with an earthy essence –
that’s what I call farm to table.

I never imagined myself in a pea field during
harvest, yet there I stood; and I’m so grateful for the
opportunity. This is the goal of Learning on the
Land: sharing with people the natural resources that
make our valley thrive.

As we munched on peas, we watched combines
comb the field, stripping the pods from the vine
and depositing the shelled peas in large trucks.
Nathan Rea of the H.T. Rea Farming Corporation
described the harvesting process and the history
of green pea farming in the valley. Introduced as
a rotation crop in the 1930s, green peas provided
additional farm income, aided in weed control and
reduced soil erosion. However, because of reduced
consumer demand, green pea production has fallen
dramatically. Nathan’s crop is one of the very few
still grown in this valley.

Hosted by a range of local experts and artists,
conservation organizations, and agricultural
businesses, Learning on the Land events connect
local residents with our region’s natural resources
and foster a sense of greater community among our
guests.

After, we followed the peas from the field to Smith
Frozen Foods in Weston, Oregon. From field to
processing, we witnessed the entire production of
one of the many crops of the valley.

Thankfully, this season is not over yet. We are just
past the season’s midpoint and have 10 more great
events through October. We can’t wait to share the
rest of the season with you. Come join us!

Lear ning on the Land
Photo Contest 2017
Help us celebrate the beauty of the Blue
Mountains! We are looking for photos that
you took on any of our Learning on the
Land events this season. These photos
should capture the rural character of the
region, highlighting people, wildlife, or
landscapes. The deadline for submission is
November 3, 2017. To learn more, visit
bmlt.org/photo-contest-2017/.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, August 12: Starry Night

Saturday, September 16: All Aboard!

Friday, August 25: The Big Apple

Saturday, September 23: Painting Nature

Join Whitman astronomy professor Andrea Dobson for an
evening of viewing the Perseid meteor shower, one of the
brightest meteor showers of the year, at the Braden Ranch.
The Perseid meteor shower occurs when the Earth intersects
tiny bits of rock left behind by a comet. This year we will
witness the remnants of the Swift-Tuttle comet.

Washington is known worldwide for its apples, but did you
know that the largest contiguous orchard in the United
States is located right here in Walla Walla County? We will
tour the orchard and learn about the planting, growing, and
harvesting of the fruit. We will also see their storage facility,
which can hold over 500 million apples. Sponsored by
Nelson Irrigation.

Saturday, August 26: Old-Time Harvest

Sit back and enjoy the sights on the Eagle Cap Excursion
Train. The train follows the Grande Ronde River through
rugged cliffs and timbered ridges, then travels up the Wallowa
River. On this excursion, a professional photographer will
conduct a short workshop. Lunch on the train and bus
transportation between Walla Walla and Elgin is provided.
Sponsored by the Walla Walla Union Bulletin.

Join us for an introduction to watercolors, under the tutelage
of Joyce Anderson. A prolific painter, her subject matter
encompasses landscapes, people, flowers, animals, still life,
and all things found in nature. You will walk away with your
own beautiful creation, inspired by the natural world.

Saturday, September 30: Common Ground

In the spring of 1919, a farm equipment exposition on
Russell Creek Road attracted over 15,000 people from
across the nation to the three-day event. Our hosts, Robert,
Brandon, and Bret McKinney, and Sabrina Clinehens
will enlighten us on the ag expo and share the history of
the wheat harvesters. Come see vintage farm equipment
in action, just like in the old days, at McKinney Farms.
Sponsored by Packaging Corporation of America.

On this excursion, we will journey to the Glass Project
located in the Umatilla National Forest in the Looking Glass
Creek drainage. We will explore how groups from divergent
interests came together to find common ground on the forest
management of this project. In turn, the project will provide
wood products, employment opportunities and revenue to
counties, while also improving forest health, protecting water
quality and fish and wildlife habitat.

Tuesday, August 29: Gone Fishin’

Saturday, October 7: Rim Trail Family Hike

Saturday, September 9: Ancient Palouse

Saturday, October 28: Raptors of the Region

Did you know spring Chinook had been absent from the
Walla Walla River for over 80 years? Learn about their
reintroduction and witness the spawning process at the
Umatilla Hatchery satellite facility from Project Lead Jon
Lovrak. After, we will visit the Kentch restoration project.
Ali Fitzgerald, a fish habitat biologist with the Confederated
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, will share the
history, process, and outcome of the restoration project.

Join beloved Whitman geology and environmental studies
professor emeritus Bob Carson as we explore the history
of the first human settlement in the region. We will visit
the Marmes Rockshelter, which, despite worldwide news
coverage when discovered and excavated, is relatively
unknown today. After, we will travel to Palouse Falls, where
Bob will take us back over 15,000 years, before the end of
Earth’s largest floods. Sponsored by Wheatland Village.

Chris Howard of the Audubon Society will lead us deep into
the Blue Mountains on Ridge Rim Trail. The hike provides
spectacular views of the forested canyons of the Umatilla
River in their fall colors. Be prepared to hear elk bugling or
see a black bear with its cub foraging on the mountainside.
Also, it is common to see pileated woodpeckers and redbreasted nuthatches in the forest bordering the meadows.
Sponsored by Wenzel Nursery.

Come learn about the raptors that call this place home.
First, we will visit Welcome Table Farm to learn about Blue
Mountain Audubon Society’s Barn Owl Nest Boxes from
Chris Howard. You may even see nesting owls! Next, Lynn
Tompkins, Executive Director of Blue Mountain Wildlife, will
discuss the raptors of our region. In this presentation, you will
meet some of their resident raptors. Lynn will explain their
role in the environment and how people can help maintain a
harmonious coexistence with our native wildlife.

Register for all Learning on the Land events at bmlt.org/new-events.

UMATILLA COUNTY RANCHERS
RETHINK LIVESTOCK GRAZING
Using holistic pasture management to improve pasture health
Alfred Diaz, Walla Walla Union Bulletin July 25, 2017

According to a July article by the Washington State
University Walla Walla County Extension Office,
controlled grazing limits livestock access to pastures
by using paddocks or temporary enclosures to create
an intense rotational grazing system.

The following article reports on a portion of “Sacred
Cows,” our July 8 Learning on the Land event that
explored holistic pasture management.
The event was in two parts. First, we viewed the short
film “Soil Carbon Cowboys,” and then enjoyed a talk by
Andrea Malmberg, the former director of education of
the Savory Foundation. Andrea discussed the impacts of
traditional grazing practices and the benefits of a new
approach that mimics natural processes. Second, we
visited Cheryl and Robert Cosner’s Upper Dry Creek
ranch.

When properly used, the article stated, controlled
grazing can increase and improve ground forage,
extend grazing seasons, reduce the need for fertilizers
and herbicides, produce fewer weeds, reduce labor
and promote environmentally responsible grazing
areas.

Reporter Alfred Diaz of the Walla Walla Union Bulletin
caught up with us at the Cosners’ ranch and picked up
the story from there.

Ask Allan Savory – probably the most notable
champion of controlled grazing — and the ecologist
would add one more key benefit. And it’s a big one:
the end of global warming.

WESTON – They might be described as a minority
of down-to-earth farmers who are trying to spread
the word over a common ground they share in
livestock ranching – in particular a grazing method
some say would be far friendlier to the planet and its
atmosphere.

An 81-year-old Rhodesian livestock farmer and
environmental activist who is rooted in grasslands,
Savory once espoused the complete opposite of
controlled grazing – which would be no grazing and
the removal of livestock from sensitive grasslands.

“You have to get down on your hands and knees and
see what is going on in the soil,” said Cheryl Cosner
of Upper Dry Creek Ranch just outside of Weston
in Umatilla County.

And at one time in the late 1960s, he even promoted
the destruction of roughly 40,000 African elephants
to save critical grasslands and stop desertification.
It was a failure, Savory noted in a 2013 TED Talk
(ubne.ws/2uHborv), and one of the main reasons he
would take a 180-degree turn in the latter part of his
life.

What has her up-close and personal with dirt?
A livestock ranching technique that emphasizes a
variety of holistic farming relationships between
people, animals, plants, and especially, the soil. And
all these combined relationships are deeply rooted
in a livestock ranching practice called “controlled
grazing.”

The new theory Savory now promotes is one that uses
large numbers of herding livestock in close quarters
for short periods – mimicking natural grazing by
animals such as American bison when they traveled in
massive, compacted herds in the Old West.
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Cheryl and Robert Cosner, left, of Upper Dry Creek Ranch near Weston, give a tour of their ranch for a Blue Mountain Land Trust group. The Cosners
use a variety of holistic farming techniques, including controlled grazing for their sheep and cattle on their roughly 600-acre operation.
Photo by Alfred Diaz

If this technique were applied to the unusable or
barren grasslands of the world – including lands
no longer usable because of constant overgrazing
– Savory asserts the result would be a reduction in
atmospheric carbon to levels prior to the Industrial
Revolution.

“These principles apply to everybody, but
everybody’s situation is different,” Cheryl Cosner
said. “Every farm is different. And there are
variables.”

But it should be noted that many environmentalists
have highly criticized Savory’s research and claims.
And the opponents far outnumber the supporters of
controlled grazing.

Take their current main paddock, which is
overgrown with lamb’s quarters, a weedy annual.
Usually, the 6-acre section would have already
been grazed down by late May, which would then
be followed with a recovery period as grasses grew
throughout the summer. But late rains this year
brought on a thick growth of lamb’s quarters. So
earlier this month the Cosners made plans to bring
in their sheep because that’s what sheep like to eat.

What kind of variables?

Proof is in the pasture

But for Cosner and her husband, Robert, the proof
is in the results at Upper Dry Creek Ranch.
Cosner isn’t ready to take on global warming, but
she will back up controlled grazing and other holistic
methods with the lush pastures seen on her farm, as
well as profits. And during a recent Blue Mountain
Land Trust tour of the Cosner farm, the couple
spoke of the success they have seen since taking over
the unproductive land in 2004 and turning it into
nourishing paddocks for their 2,200 sheep and cattle.

It’s all about holistic planning – adapting for the
unpredictable and knowing your resources, Cosner
added.
First, there are the goats, who eat about everything
from nose height up. Second, there are the sheep,
who like to eat broadleaf plants and other tap
rooting species. Then there are what Cosner called
the lawn mowers – the cattle.
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Savory and other supporters of controlled grazing
suggest that in tight quarters livestock feel as though
they have more competition, and thus eat everything.
But when free ranging over vast tracts of land,
livestock tend to eat what they like and leave the rest
of the unwanted plants alone to thrive.

“We don’t see any species of plant that is being a
problem species, unless nothing eats it,” Cosner said.
“And we always seem to have something that will eat
it.”

Holistic ranching

Across the mountains in Oregon’s Grande Ronde
Valley, Tony Malmberg uses a very similar holistic
approach that includes controlled grazing for his
cattle ranch.

Other studies show that livestock manure, urine and
even their saliva promote healthy soil and desired
plant and insect growth.
Savory adds that the ground also benefits from
the breaking up of the crust by animal hoofs,
allowing the ground to absorb more moisture rather
than letting it evaporate or run off. And he notes
numerous success stories, where desertified or nearbarren land has been returned to lush pastures after
controlled grazing was applied.

Like the Cosners, Malmberg is adaptable. And
sometimes being adaptable can even help deal with
pests.
When Malmberg started controlled grazing, he used
to run cattle in a paddock for half the year. The
Elgin rancher said he soon saw the benefits to his
pastures by reducing that period to 30 days. More
recently, he reduced that grazing period to 10 days
because of horn fly pests.

And even though there are critics, Tim Copeland
of the Blue Mountain Land Trust said it is hard
to ignore the positive results the Cosners and
Malmberg have experienced.

It turns out the horn fly has a life cycle of 10 days.
And if Malmberg moves his cattle before it begins,
he doesn’t have to deal with the flies, and that saves
him money and gives him healthier cattle. This
system of prevention is one that he said ranchers
haven’t always used.

“When we got (to Malmberg’s ranch), the grass was
really luxuriant. The cattle were feeding in quite a
controlled area of the pasture,” Copeland said.

“Our ranching culture is really good at putting
out fires but we are not good at preventing fires,”
Malmberg added.
A Wyoming cattleman most of his life, he said open
range ranching is how he did it when he started.
The cattle were allowed to roam over a large tract of
land. And problems such as horn flies were handled
as needed, usually by applying costly herbicides,
fertilizers and medicines.

BLUE MOUNTAIN BOOK CLUB
Pick of the Month

Welcome to the Blue Mountain Book Club, a
section of our website dedicated to staff ’s favorite
conservation reads.

This month we recommend Rancher, Farmer,
Fisherman: Conservation Heroes of the
American Heartland by Miriam Horn of the
Environmental Defense Fund.

Delve into the riveting biography of Alexander Von
Humboldt, the father of ecology, in The Invention
of Nature by Andrea Wulf.

The story unfolds along the Mississippi River
where we meet a Montana rancher, a Kansas
farmer, a Gulf fisherman, and a Louisiana
shrimper confronting the challenges of our global
environmental problems.

Join the 1810 Astor expedition on their quest to
settle the mouth of the Columbia in Astoria: Astor
and Jefferson’s Lost Pacific Empire by Peter
Stark.

This story breaks down the notion of American
environmentalism as we currently know it.
Simple divisions are complicated and stereotypes
are muddled as Horn explores the momentous
environmental work – restoring America’s
grasslands, wildlife, soil, rivers, wetlands, and oceans
– of the men and women who make up America’s
heartland. These individuals are driven by their
deep love of the land and the moral responsibility to
preserve this heritage and natural wealth, to ensure
that their families and communities will continue to
thrive.

Travel to the year 2312 where the only “natural
habitats” that exist are on terraformed asteroids in
Kim Stanley Robinson’s sci-fi thriller 2312.
These are only a few titles our staff is crazy about.
Check out the entire list at bmlt.org/bookclub.
Have a fascinating book you’d like to share? Send
your reading recommendations to lauren@bmlt.org
and we will add them to our book club.

Then he also inspected the adjacent Conservation
Reserve Program land, which is land set aside by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture for the promotion
of native plant species.

A new documentary film inspired by the book
will debut on August 31st on the Discovery
Channel.

“Here is (Malmberg’s) grass, and he is grazing it,”
Copeland said, using his hands to show a length of
almost 2 feet.

This documentary was directed by Oscar nominee
and Emmy winner Susan Froemke and Emmy
winner John Hoffman, and narrated by awardwinning journalist Tom Brokaw.

He then moved his hands a few inches apart.

Rancher, Farmer,
Fisherman tells the
inspiring story of heartland
heroes working to feed
a growing world while
stewarding and protecting
the natural resources on
which they rely.

“And here is the ungrazed grass that they are leaving
alone, and have been for many years,” he said, “and
it is very short and very brittle and has significantly
more weeds. It was a night-and-day comparison.”

“The holistic managing planning process prevents
those fires,” Malmberg added.

Like night and day

So why does controlled grazing work for Malmberg
and Cosner?
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“Throughout the year, I’ve been working to
distribute information about the program
broadly to all fourth-grade teachers in the
region,” says Juliana. “I inform them about
the resources that are available and specifically
encourage them to print out and distribute the
National Parks and public lands free passes to
their students. I’ve also had the opportunity
to interact with local Walla Walla principals,
teachers, parents, and students directly to
discuss the program and how teachers may use
it.”

EVERY
KID IN
A PARK

Is there a fourth grader in your family?
If so, you’re entitled to a free national
parks pass, and Blue Mountain Land
Trust wants to make sure you get it.
Every Kid in a Park is a White House
initiative created by President Barack Obama
in 2015 with the goal of getting kids and their
families outdoors to enjoy the nation’s public
lands and waters. The program provides
passes to fourth graders and their families that
allow free entry into national parks, forests,
monuments, and wildlife refuges—more
than 2,000 sites in all. Beyond giving families
access to these national treasures, the program
provides hands-on, real-world opportunities
for children to develop critical skills and learn
about the natural world.

Inspiring the next generation of
environmental stewards
Rebecca Heisman

Together, BMLT and the Umatilla National
Forest are working to disseminate information
on Every Kid in a Park and ensure every
eligible family signs up. Our goal is to connect
our local youth to the great outdoors and
build the next generation of environmental
stewards. Whitman College intern Juliana
Matz spearheaded the Blue Mountain Land
Trust’s efforts.

9

In addition to distributing vouchers to all
fourth-grade classrooms, Juliana participated
in several “Science Night” programs at local
elementary schools. She talked directly to
fourth graders and their families about the
Every Kid in a Park initiative and led
educational activities about trees.
“It’s been uplifting every time I get an
enthusiastic email from a teacher, talk to
a fourth-grade parent about what their
family will do with their pass, or get support
from a school that wants to instill values of
environmental stewardship in their students,”
says Juliana. “I’m so grateful to have the
opportunity to work with the Umatilla
National Forest and Blue Mountain Land
Trust in promoting this amazing and impactful
program.”
Amber Mahoney, Public Affairs Specialist for
the Umatilla National Forest, agrees. “The
partnership with BMLT has been incredibly
beneficial and helpful to our work in reaching
out to youth and the community about
opportunities in recreation, education and
conservation,” she says. Sites in the Umatilla
National Forest that normally require day use
fees are among those covered by Every Kid in
a Park passes.

This year’s passes will expire at the end of
August. For more information about Every
Kid in a Park, including resources for
planning a trip, visit everykidinapark.gov.

This year has truly been remarkable for the land trust. For the first time in our history, we added
14 new members to our leadership. Each member brings a unique background, perspective
and skill set that will help our land trust thrive. We are thrilled to introduce you to our newest
champions.

Directors

The Blue Mountain Land Trust recently welcomed three new members to its Board of Directors.

Terri Hampson moved to Walla Walla from Nevada when
she was in the second grade and considers herself a “local girl.”
She has raised three children here with her husband David,
and has been an active member of the community, serving on
the YMCA and YWCA boards of directors, many Walla Walla
Public School committees, and on the Blue Mountain Action
Council’s pro bono committee. Terri is currently the Deputy
Counsel of the Walla Walla District Corps of Engineers. As
the chair of our Recreation Committee, she is excited about
connecting young people with the outdoors.

WELCOME ABOARD

New directors, advisors and staff join the Blue Mountain Land Trust

Gwen Dildine moved to Walla Walla from Texas with her
husband in the late 1990s after they fell in love with the beauty
of the region on a rafting trip through Hells Canyon. Gwen
works at Inland Family dentistry. In her free time, she enjoys
gardening and exploring the Blue Mountains with her two
children. Gwen is excited to build relationships with landowners
and help BMLT expand its community education programs.
This is a second tour for Gwen. She previously served on the
board in 2012 through 2015 and was our corporate secretary
in 2013 and 2014.

The Board of Directors and Advisors help guide and sustain
our land trust. We are very appreciative of the contributions
they make to the organization’s well-being.

Chris Howard is also a returning director. He was a
founding director in 1999, motivated then and now by a desire
to help local landowners protect their natural assets for future
generations. Chris is a retired social worker, and enjoys outdoor
recreation and adventure travel with his wife Kathy and their
two daughters. He is an active member of the Blue Mountain
Audubon Society and past president of Friends of Children of
Walla Walla. He has also been known to howl at the moon on
nighttime runs around Bennington Lake.

ˑ

Photo by Bill Rodgers
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Advisors

To provide a way for potential directors to learn about the land trust, we added advisors to our board. This
group of volunteers is elected for one-year terms, and they attend board meetings as active members in nonvoting capacities. These advisors form a leadership group from which we will invite future directors.

Susanne Altermann
Born in Southern Chile to German parents, Susanne grew up in the San Francisco
Bay Area. She studied agroecology and Latin American Studies at University of
California Santa Cruz and later earned a Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology.
In 2013, Susanne joined the Whitman College faculty where she teaches courses in
symbiosis, diversity of life, plant physiology, ecology, agroecology, and introduction
to environmental studies. In addition to being an advisor on our board, she serves on
the board of the Association for Biological Laboratory Education, an international
nonprofit organization.

Kyree Anderson
Kyree has spent most of her life within a 40-mile radius of Issaquah with the exception
of three years in Vancouver, Washington and five years in Kihei Maui, Hawaii. She’s
lived in Walla Walla for two years and plans to stay indefinitely. Kyree’s work has
taken her through many settings: hospitals, oil and gas exploration, office property
management, golf course construction, library, yoga studio, tour boat company and
the King County Housing Authority. It was all a grand adventure, but she’s now
happily retired.
Greg Brown
The land and community of Walla Walla have been a big part of Greg’s life since he
arrived here as a Whitman College student in the mid-60s. Greg’s professional career
spanned education, medicine and technology. He taught in Walla Walla and rural
Alaska. His medical career included work in the Public Health Service in Alaska and
25 years as an emergency physician in three Pacific Northwest communities including
six years at St. Mary’s in Walla Walla. A longstanding interest in computer technology
integrated a second career as a software entrepreneur and a corporate medical
informatics officer for a national company. Greg is currently enjoying retirement.
Nannette Goyer
Nannette has been a dentist for over twenty years, earning her degree from the
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston in 1989. She moved to Walla
Walla in 1998, fulfilling a long-time desire to live in the Pacific Northwest. She owns
and directs Inland Family Dentistry. Her first passion however is entomology. She
earned her Bachelors of Science in entomology from Texas A&M University in
1983. Throughout her life she has been an advocate for pollinators.
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Ormand Hilderbrand
Ormand grew up on his family’s farm near Wasco, Oregon. He graduated from
Oregon State University in Crop Production and received a Masters of International
Management at the American Graduate School of International Management in
1974. Ormand had a successful career in irrigation development, working in over 50
countries with Valmont Industries. After 30 years with Valmont, Ormand moved to
Walla Walla in 2000 where he joined Key Technology. In 2005, Ormand decided on
a major career change to renewable energy. By 2010, Ormand was deeply involved in
commercial electricity generation with one of the first, locally owned wind farms in
the US – PaTu Wind.
Amber Mahoney
Amber grew up on a lake in western Maine, surrounded by wooded hills and wetlands.
Exploring this land as a youngster instilled a lifelong admiration for nature and all
places wild. After moving west and receiving a B.S. in Forestry from Humboldt State
University, she has called Walla Walla home since 2001. As Public Affairs Specialist for
the Umatilla National Forest, Amber’s focus is on building partnerships and providing
conservation education programming to youth and the larger community. When not
working, she enjoys adventure seeking in the greater northwest with her kids, hiking,
camping, running and cooking with friends.
Amy Molitor
Amy was born and raised in Massachusetts. Childhood excursions to the mountains
of New England, the Sierra Nevadas and the Pacific Northwest led her to pursue
an education in outdoor recreation at the University of Idaho. After a stint as an
environmental consultant in the desert southwest, she returned north and earned her
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees at the University of Montana. Amy spent several seasons
conducting research around Glacier National Park. She teaches in the Environmental
Studies program at Whitman offering coursework in environmental assessments,
research methods, statistical analysis and Geographic Information Systems.
Bill Rodgers
Bill was born in Philadelphia, but grew up in Spokane’s South Hill with his sister and
brother. Bill studied Biology at Whitman College and later earned his Geology degree
with a focus on minerals exploration and mine engineering from the University of
Washington. For 10 years Bill worked as an exploration geologist for several mining
companies. In 1987, he moved to Seattle and worked as an environmental consultant,
semi-retiring from the industry in 2012. Through it all Bill has always been an avid
and dedicated landscape photographer. With his friend Mark Hussein from Seattle,
he leads Learning on the Land landscape photography classes. He is also co-editor of
The Blues – Volumes I and III.
Karen Wolf
Karen grew up among wheat fields west of Walla Walla. Her childhood was filled
with unscripted outdoor play and adventures. This instilled in her a passion for youth
education. Karen served as Executive Director for Camp Fire in Walla Walla and
is currently on the board of the YMCA. Karen looks forward to helping enhance
environmental education within the Walla Walla Valley.
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Lauren Platman

Amanda “Marti” Martino

Education & Development Specialist
Hometown: Portland, Oregon
Whitman College
BA, Sociolgy-Environmental Studies

What attracted you to the Blue
Mountain Land Trust? Environmental
education is a real passion of mine. As a
child, I attended camps centered around
the outdoors. I spent my summers exploring
the urban wilderness picking huckleberries,
building fairy huts, and climbing trees. These
experiences were informative to say the least.
They shaped my love for the outdoors and my
interest in preserving them for other children
to discover.
BMLT’s dedication to environmental
education is what drew me to the organization.
Its current education initiatives—ambitious,
yet inspiring— make me look forward to the
work to come.
What’s on your land trust wish list for
the next 3 years?
• Make BMLT synonymous with
environmental education in the Walla
Walla Valley
• Initiate the creation of a Washington
Outdoor School Program
• Acquire property in the Blue Mountains to
use as an outdoor classroom

What gets you most excited about your
job? One thing that excited me about working
for BMLT was the opportunity to meet more
people in the community. After four years of
being stuck inside the Whitman bubble— trust
me, it’s real—I am eager to immerse myself
in this energetic, vibrant community. I’ve only
been at BMLT for a month and have already
met many wonderful people through the
Learning on the Land program. I look forward
to expanding the program and developing
greater environmental education opportunities
for children in our community.
What books are at your bedside?
Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv
Buried in the Sky by Peter Zuckerman
Lilac Girls by Martha Kelly
Quiet by Susan Cain
Evicted by Matthew Desmond
What is on your bucket list?
Road trip across the states in a VW camper.
Top three life highlights?
• Hiking a portion of the Annapurna
Circuit and conducting independent
research while studying abroad in Nepal.
• Watching the sunrise from Masada in the
Negev Desert in Israel.
• Living on the west side of San Juan Island
and watching the Orca swim by every
night in the summer.
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John Day Basin Conservation Manager
Hometown: Troy, Michigan
Siena Heights University
BS, Environmental Science; BA, Spanish
University of Oregon School of Law
JD, Environmental and Natural Resources
Law certification
What attracted you to the Blue Mountain
Land Trust? Initially, I heard about BMLT’s
interest in and vision of conservation in the
John Day basin. BMLT has a great reputation
based on the conservation projects they’ve
completed, their education program, and their
ability to collaborate with other organizations.
I saw being part of BMLT as a unique
opportunity to combine my legal knowledge
with my passion for conservation. I’m really
excited to learn from my coworkers and to
help BMLT pursue its conservation goals.
What gets you most excited about your
job? One of the most attractive things about
this position is the community outreach
aspect for BMLT. I’m looking forward to
collaborating and nurturing relationships with
local landowners, the community, and partner
organizations to conserve Eastern Oregon’s
unique landscape, while advancing BMLT’s
conservation mission.
What’s on your land trust wish list
for the next 3 years? I would love to
see BMLT’s presence in the community
grow, both in developing conservation
easements and projects, educational trips, and
opportunities for the public. Ideally, in the next
three years BMLT will have completed several
conservation easements in the John Day basin,
and will have implemented and grown an
education and outreach program in the area.
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What books are at your bedside?
I’m an avid reader so I change books
frequently. I just finished Wild by Cheryl
Strayed, and The Third Plate by Dan Barber.
Currently, I’m working on a thriller by John
Grisham. I love recommendations or reading
someone else’s favorite book.
What is on your bucket list?
My bucket list centers a lot on travel and
food. I have a long list of national parks to
visit and backpacking trips I would love to
take. My bucket list would be made if I could
tour my way through South America and
Asia, eating and learning to cook authentic
cuisine.
Top three life highlights?
• Graduating law school and passing the
bar exam.
• Living and studying in Mexico for 5
months as an undergraduate student. I
fell in love with the culture, the people,
and the food. The best part was being
able to tour all of the ancient Aztec and
Mayan ruins.
• Officiating my best friend of fifteen
years’ wedding this past March on a
beach in Mexico. It was such a beautiful
moment to get to share with two people I
love and have known for so long.

ˑ

ESTHER WOFFORD

THE BLUES II

“Photography gives us a visual feast
of the world in which we live.”

ˑ
Nature’s remarkable power and breath-taking beauty
has inspired all kinds of artists. The Blue Mountains
are no exception. The Blues photo book collection
is a visual celebration of the landscape and a
reminder of our need to preserve and protect it for
future generations.
Moved by the beauty of our region, local
photographers showcase the fields, grasslands,
mountains, rivers and animals that make this area
unique and special to the people who call this place
home. They have generously and enthusiastically
shared their photographs and stories with us, and we
are excited to share a second volume with you.

The Blues Volume II was co-edited by Esther
Wofford and Kimberly Teske Fetrow. It features
local photographers Susan Bauer, John Clement
and James Lamperti. Collectively, they created a
gorgeous selection of photos taken in all corners
of the Blue Mountains. Thank you to all of these
photographers for their stunning contributions.

ˑ

JOHN CLEMENT

KIMBERLY TESKE FETROW
“I learned early that creativity and curiosity
were integrated into my being equally, if not
greater than my unruly hair and my love for
aerial photography.”

SUSAN BAUER
“I enjoy being able to experiment with perspective
and viewpoints with the only limitation being how
high I can reach or how low I can squat.”

The Blues Volume I was released last December
and Volume III will be ready in time for the
holidays. Every book sold helps protect the land
you love forever. The Blues Volume I and II are
available online now at bmlt.org/store/.

The Blues Volume II is our next step toward
the production of an awe-inspiring photo book
collection. In future volumes, we plan to highlight
photographers located in our new service area in the
John Day Basin and will also incorporate other art
forms including paintings, poetry and prose.

ˑ

JAMES LAMPERTI
“One of the great things about being involved
in this craft with Walla Walla photographers
is we don’t compete with each other. We all
try to learn from others and understand that
photography is an art that can be expressed well
in a thousand different ways.”
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Tim Copeland

Advisors
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Blue Mountain Land Trust is a nonprofit
organization that collaborates with
communities and landowners to conserve
the scenic, natural, and working lands that
characterize the Blue Mountain region.
Walla Walla
6 1/2 N Second Avenue
Suite 304
Walla Walla, WA 99362

John Day
116 NW Bridge Street
Suite 9
John Day, OR 97845

bmlt.org
bmlt@bmlt.org
(509)525-3136

1,000 Member March

We love our ever growing community
of enthusiastic members, and we
want you in it! Your support helps us
further our conservation mission in
the region that you love.
Join us on our march to 1,000
members by visiting bmlt.org/donate.
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