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San Diego Art Institute in Balboa Park Presents High-Key: Color in Southern California
Dates: June 23 – August 12, 2018
Open Tuesday-Thursday-Friday 10am-5pm
Wednesday 10am-8pm
Saturday-Sunday 12pm-5pm
Opening Reception: June 23 6pm-8pm
SDAI, San Diego's only contemporary art center dedicated to artists from Southern California and Northern Baja,
presents its major summer exhibitionHigh-Key: Color in Southern California.
Curated by Elizabeth Rooklidge, High-Key features nineteen artists who boldly experiment with the transformative
character of hue, saturation, and light. Artists in the exhibition include Michael James Armstrong, Jennifer Anne
Bennett, Claudia Cano, Max Daily, Sarah Farnsworth, Victoria Fu, John Brinton Hogan, Audrey Hope, John Oliver Lewis,
Carolina Montejo, Joshua Moreno, Han Nguyen, Scott Polach, Matt Rich, Brianna Rigg, Eva Struble, Maya VanderSchuit,
Allison Wiese and Tessie Salcido Whitmore.
SDAI Executive Director Jacqueline Silverman is excited to host guest curator Elizabeth Rooklidge, who has served as
creative advisor for SDAI's MJM Artist-in-Residence program since its inception. According to Silverman: “As an
independent curator with roots in Southern California, she is an expert on the intricate connections between local
artists and our diverse regional landscape. With High-Key, she brings together a visually vibrant collection of art that
moves from the canvas into unexpected and extraordinary multimedia directions that reflect our distinctive sense of
color and innovation in San Diego.”
Color has long served as a catalyst for artists’ imaginations. High-Key presents a group of San Diego artists whose
work engages the region’s distinctive color tradition. During the early twentieth century, the verdant greens and
crystal blues of the natural landscape drew early plein air painters to set up their canvases under the bright sun. In
the 1940s, artists applied flattened hues to canvas in hard-edge abstraction, while in the 1960s they looked to the
aesthetics of vernacular culture, from neon signs to surfboards. Southern California color is amped-up—whether
opaque or sheer, bold or soft, it exudes a tangible energy.
Like those before them, contemporary artists dive into a realm of Southern California color, yet their materials and
interests range far wider than their predecessors. In a diverse array of mediums—from painting, to assemblage, to
video, to installation—they create vibrant sensorial encounters that speak to the experience of our time. These artists
employ color to mine the state of the natural and built environment; the particularities of the region’s popular culture;
technology, memory, and the human body; and the relationship between color and form itself.
About San Diego Art Institute:
Over the past 77 years, SDAI has grown into a premier contemporary art center delivering access to thousands of
residents and visitors to the groundbreaking art that resides in Southern California and Northern Baja. Through high
quality, interactive programming, educational initiatives, and exhibitions, SDAI promotes cultural equity and artistic
enrichment within our community and enables diverse audiences to interact with art in meaningful ways.
For more information about High-Key: Color in Southern California and the San Diego Art Institute, visit
www.sandiego-art.org.
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