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have never known a time when fine art and design were marrying the way 
they are now,” says gallerist Peter Blake of Laguna Beach, California. 
“Before, we as fine art dealers didn’t engage the decorative world because 
we believed we were above it.” A longtime incubator for midcentury 
modern design, Palm Springs is responsible for years of artistic 
developments—including music, film, and fine art festivals—that have 
reshaped how the Coachella Valley is perceived globally. 

This month, two of the city’s most important events, Modernism Week 
and Art Palm Springs, open on the same evening, February 16, for the first 
time ever, underscoring the region’s important role in blurring the lines of 
art and design. According to Blake, this convergence has incited “a very 
influential wave of modernism that’s gotten much stronger over the years. 
It’s exited grandma’s garage and become something that is scholarly. It’s 
also a great party.”  The inaugural Desert X exhibition makes its debut the 
following week.

From February 16 through 19, Art Palm Springs takes over the Palm 
Springs Convention Center for its sixth year, with returning participants 
including London’s Cynthia Corbett Gallery; Hohmann of Palm Desert 
California; Baltimore’s C. Grimaldis Gallery; and Maria Elena Kravetz 
Gallery of Cordoba, Argentina. Blue Rain Gallery of Santa Fe and Seattle’s 
Winston Wätcher Fine Art join for the first time. 

Meanwhile, Modernism Week, now in its 10th year, runs February 16 
through 26, with more than 250 events focused on midcentury modern 
design, architecture, art, fashion, and culture throughout the Coachella 
Valley. Among the architectural jewels featured this year are the 
Christopher Kennedy Compound, Indian Canyons, Twin Palms, and 
Sunnylands, the iconic modernist establishment and retreat favored by 
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world influencers—if the 2013 
meeting of President obama and 
China’s President Xi Jinping is any 
indication. Such buildings are at the center of 
the week’s “walk among the stars” event, as 
attendees tour the Movie Colony, an area once 
home to legends like Frank Sinatra, Cary Grant, 
and Lena Horne. 

opening February 25 is Desert X, a site-
specific contemporary art exhibition curated by 
neville Wakefield that runs through April 30 
and focuses on the environmental, social, and 

cultural conditions of the 21st century in the 
greater Palm Springs area. “Projects like this 
are giving artists an opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the desert and understand the 
area’s geography, environment, sociology, and 
economy and respond to it with really 

thoughtful art,” explains 
collector and writer Steven Biller. 

Taking place in indoor and outdoor 
venues throughout the region, the inaugural 

edition of Desert X includes performances, 
screenings, and educational initiatives in 
addition to the presentation of works by artists 
such as Doug Aitken, Lita Albuquerque, and 
Cinthia Marcelle. “It’s not an accident that so 
many artists, both well known and unknown, 
are moving out here and doing work in the high 
desert and in and around Palm Springs.”  

once a 
Hollywood 
hangout, a trio 
of events in 
Palm Springs 
catapult 
the desert 
escape into an 
international 
art destination.

Laurence Jones’s 
Infinity Pool 2, 2016, 

in mixed media on 
linen, is at Art Palm 

Springs with New 
York’s Rebecca 

Hossack Gallery.


