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October 30, 2018       

   

Dear Friends,  

We invite you to join us for a very special experience on February 10, 2019, at Harmony 

Gold Theater. 

Celebration of Life is a celebratory event in Los Angeles, California, to highlight the 

achievements of human rights defenders in the U.S. and around the globe.  An afternoon 

of music, poetry, and appearances by prominent human rights advocates, their families 

and celebrity supporters, to draw attention to pervasive threats to human rights, which 

can be thwarted only with education and the freedom to think critically.  

In a colorful program of personal tributes, we will laud the tireless efforts of individuals 

and entities who have fought against rights abuses, and who sought to affirm the equal 

worth of all human beings.  By celebrating and honoring these heroic defenders of truth 

and humanity, MPV affirms that we can inspire others to do the same. We are honored 

to be presenting the 2019 Badshah Khan Beacon of Truth Award to Ghazala and Khizr 

Khan. This will also be the inaugural year for the MPV Media Awards to National 

Geographic and KCET, and Fatima Al-Fihri Award to Tunisian President Essebsi for 

his revolutionary initiative for equal inheritance for women and men. We will also honor 

human rights defenders from the Muslim world who have either been jailed, tortured or 

killed – Iranian Masih Alinejad, the 10 Saudi women in jail, and Sudanese Mahmoud 

Mohammed Taha. These special awards recognize each awardee’s commitment to 

ideals at great professional, personal and political sacrifice.    

It is our sincere hope that you will partner with us by giving thoughtful consideration of 

being an esteemed sponsor in the attached packet.  

We look forward to seeing you in February!  

Sincerely,  

  

Ani Zonneveld 

President and Founder 

1626 N. Wilcox Ave., Suite 702, Los Angeles, CA 90028. U.S.A. • info@mpvusa.org • www.mpvusa.org • 323.696.2678 
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  MPV is the Counter-Narrative to Intolerance & 
Radicalism  

 

Muslims for Progressive Values (MPV) is a 501 (c)(3) registered in California founded in 

2007. We are a grassroots, human rights organization that embodies and advocates for 

social justice, for women’s rights, LGBTQI inclusion, freedom of expression and freedom 

of and from belief.  

Since our inception, we have secured DPI and ECOSOC Special Consultative Status at 

the U.N., countering radical fundamentalist narratives on the ground and at the policy 

level, and ensure that human rights are upheld and not denied on the basis of culture, 

theology or theocracy. And in 2017 MPV is a founding member of Alliance of Inclusive 

Muslims, or AIM, an umbrella organization spanning 17 countries.  

 

  Testimonial  

I come to this group when I need restoration.  

I come when my days are filled with words of hate from people whose minds are closed.  

I come to read the words of my fellow beloveds, they heartening me, even in their 
struggles, for I see the deepness of their hearts. 

I come to this group when I am joyous.  

I come to this group when I am distraught.  

I come to this group to hear the voices of truth.  

I come to this group to be taught.  

I come to this group to share.  

I come to this group to renew my strength.  

I come to this group to laugh.  

I come to this group to cry. I come to this group to love.  

May the Beloved bless all your days. 

– Philip J Tuley, Facebook 
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2019 Honorees Include  

 
Beacon of Truth Award:  

 
Ghazala & Khizr Khan 

 

Goldstar Parents of the late US Army CPT Humayun Khan from Charlottesville, Virginia 
 

Ghazala Khan is a Women’s Equality Advocate who graduated from the Oriental 

College of the Punjab University, Lahore in 1973. She taught Persian Literature at 

Women’s College Faisalabad, where she was 1970-71 National Champion and Captain 

of the All Women Net Ball team. She joined Khizr Khan in 1975 and remains center of 

gravity for the family.  

Khizr Khan is a Constitutional Rights and National Unity Advocate migrated to the 

United States in 1980 and attended Harvard Law School for an LL.M degree. He is 

licensed to practice law before the Supreme Court of the United States and in 

Washington, DC and New York courts and he specializes in Commercial Civil Litigation, 

Health Privacy Law, Veterans, Women and Children Rights. He is author of two books 

recently published by the Random House: “An American Family - Memoir of Hope and 

Sacrifice” and “This is Our Constitution - for Middle School Students” -- proceeds of both 

books are allocated for a need-based scholarship at the University of Virginia titled 

Captain Humayun Khan Memorial Scholarship. He is the 2017 recipient of the Terezin-

Legacy Award.  

 

MPV Progressive Media Awards:  
 

National Geographic & KCET Public Television, Los Angeles 
 

National Geographic and KCET recently began showcasing "al-imam" on their media 

outlets amplifying a different narrative of Muslims, particularly Muslim women, on 

Western media platforms rarely displayed. MPV wants to honor these organizations for 

taking steps to challenging common stereotypes, particularly in this very challenging 

political climate. 
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 2019 Honorees from the Muslim World Include   

Fatima al-Fihri Award:  

President Beji Caid Essebsi, Tunisia 

The President that has championed for women’s rights 

President Essebsi was sworn in as President of Tunisia on 31 December 2014 at the age of 88. He 

vowed on that occasion to "be president of all Tunisian men and women without exclusion" and 

stressed the importance of "consensus among all parties and social movements". True to his word, 

on 13 August 2018, he promised to submit a bill to parliament that aims to give women equal 

inheritance rights with men, a topic that has reverberated around the Muslim world. He has also 

called for Tunisian women to be able to marry non-Muslims, which he believes is not in direct 

conflict with Sharia or the Tunisian constitution. In 2018 he also proposed a revision of the 

electoral law which “goes against the principles of the revolution”, proposing to abolish capital 

punishment and the decriminalization of homosexuality. 

Masih Alinejad: 

Iran  

Iranian journalist and author who launched #MyStealthyFreedom, a Facebook page that invites 

Iranian women to post pictures of themselves without a hijab. The page garnered over 100,000 

likes and sparked the current protests of Iranian women taking their hijabs off in public. Alinejad 

fled Iran at risk of being jailed or killed for her activism and now cannot leave the US due to 

Trump’s travel ban. 

Ten Jailed Activists:  

Saudi Arabia 

At least ten feminist activists have been jailed in Saudi Arabia for their women’s rights advocacy 

including the right to drive. We will be honoring all of these women as they currently sit in jail, one 

even awaiting the death penalty, while the Saudi government is praised for recently allowing 

women to drive. 

Mahmoud Mohammed Taha:  

Sudan 

Sudanese engineer, author and reformer. Taha advocated for an egalitarian practice of Islam – 

including women’s rights, freedom of and from religion, and secular governments. He founded the 

Republican Brotherhood, a small but influential political party, which openly opposed Sharia law. 

He was executed by the Sudanese government in 1985 under charges of apostasy.   
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The Value of Sponsorship  

 

Every dollar raised through the Celebration of Life event directly benefits the extensive advocacy 
efforts of MPV. This includes advocating and educating the public and legislatures on the need to 
raise the federal marriage age to 18 in the U.S., to overturn the Travel Ban, and to end FGM/C 
practices here at home and abroad. 

When you invest as a sponsor, you join us in working to build and nurture a vibrant and progressive 
community, you boost our advocacy work at the United Nations, and help us amplify our human 
rights work through our international network Alliance of Inclusive Muslims. For more information 
about MPV’s programs, please visit: http://www.mpvusa.org  

 

Celebration of Life Sponsorship Opportunities

Presenting Sponsor: $50,000 & Up  

 
 Credited as Presenting Sponsor on MPV 

website and event pages 

 A 15 second spot dedicated to the 
Presenting Sponsor in the executive video 
narrative of the event posted for 3 months 
post-event on MPV’s website  

 Mention in multiple media promotions 
(print, display, media mentions) 

 Credited as Presenting Sponsor in all 
printed and online materials  

 Shared logo presence on step and repeat 
press banner 

 Mention by the President from the stage 
during the event  

 You or your representative will be given 
the opportunity to speak at the VIP 
reception  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 VIP pre-event reception for 20 guests 

 VIP preferred seating at the event for 20 
guests 

 VIP attendance for 4 at the pre-event 
private dinner party held on February 9, 
2018 

 20 VIP Gift Bags  

 Opportunity to include promotional 
merchandise in gift bags given to 320 
attendees  

 Photo opportunity with Khan’s, Dignitaries 
and Celebrity Guests 

 Full page ad/tribute in event program 

 Production Video with name/logo 
displayed prior to event start 

http://www.mpvusa.org/
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Celebration of Life Sponsorship Opportunities (continued)

 

Emissary Sponsor: $25,000  

 
 Credited as Emissary Sponsor in all 

printed and online materials  

 Credited as Emissary Sponsor in all 
printed and virtual materials  

 Shared logo presence on step and repeat 
press banner 

 VIP pre-event reception for 10 guests  

 VIP preferred seating at the event for 10 
guests 

 VIP attendance for 2 at the pre-event 
private dinner party held on February 9, 
2018 

 10 VIP Gift Bags 

 Opportunity to include promotional 
merchandise in gift bags given to 320 
attendees  

 Photo opportunity with Khan’s, Dignitaries 
and Celebrity Guests 

 Full page ad/tribute in event program 

 Production Video with name/logo 
displayed prior to event start 

 

 

 

Ambassador Sponsor:  

$10,000   

 VIP pre-event reception 
for 8 guests  

 VIP preferred seating at 
the event for 8 guests 

 Mention in MPV 
newsletter  

 Full page ad/tribute in the 
event program 

 Credited as Emissary 
Sponsor in all printed and 
virtual materials 

 

 

 

 

 

Steward Sponsor:       

$5,000   

 VIP pre-event 
reception for 4 guests  

 VIP preferred seating 
at the event for 4 
guests 

 Mention in MPV 
newsletter 

 Half-page ad/tribute in 
event Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advocate Sponsor:   

$2,500   

 VIP pre-event 
reception for 2 guests  

 VIP preferred seating 
at the event for 2 
guests 

 Mention in MPV 
newsletter 

 A ¼ page ad/tribute in 
event Program
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Sponsorship Pledge Form 

I/We are pleased to sponsor and support Celebration of Life at the following level by making 

a tax-deductible donation in the amount of: 

(Please check the O and indicate the amount in the corresponding line) 

 

O  Presenting ($50,000)    _____________________________ 

O  Emissary ($25,000)  _____________________________ 

O  Ambassador ($10,000)   _____________________________ 

O  Steward ($5,000)   _____________________________ 

O  Advocate ($2,500)   _____________________________ 

Method of Payment (check one): 

O Cash O Check O Credit Card (Master Card, Visa, AMEX)  O Invoice Me 

 

Name on Card   _____________________________________________________________ 

Card Number __________________________ Exp. Date _________   CVC _____________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________  

City _____________________________ State _______ Zip Code _____________________ 

Contact Information: 

Contact Name ____________________________ Phone __________________________ 

E-Mail     ____________________________ 

Signature     ____________________________ Date  __________________________ 

Make checks payable to: Muslims for Progressive Values (MPV) 

Mail this form to: 1626 Wilcox Ave, Suite 702, Los Angeles, CA 90028 or 

Email to: events@mpvusa.org. For inquiries, please call us at 323-696-2678 

 

An MPV representative will follow-up with you to confirm your sponsorship benefits. Thank you for your support!  


