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Top trends, tips, picks, and up-to-the-minute art buzz

Design, Taste, Image, Budget
Welcome! Twice each year, our new ArtSmart newsletter will bring you informative, insider secrets on
different aspects of the art world.
Whether you are a seasoned collector or a first-time purchaser, I’ll take some of the mystery out of the art market
and keep you informed in an easy manner. Art that fits your design needs, your taste, your image, and your budget;
that’s my goal.
Interested in acquiring, researching, locating specific pieces, or assessing the value of existing works or new
acquisitions? Stay tuned. I’ll also share my insights on practical matters, such as reframing to refresh a collection,
transporting and installing new works, and cataloguing collections.
To keep you current, I’ve selected the most exciting and important shows, openings, exhibitions, and sales for the
coming season. Maybe I’ll see you there.
Watch for our next edition, Autumn 2008.
Very best regards,

Judith Selkowitz
President, Art Advisory Services Inc.
212.935.1272
www.artadvisoryservices.com
judith@artadvisoryservices.com

Your Inner Medici
Our guide to the mysterious art of commissioning

Hiring an artist to create a work especially for your
collection is the ultimate luxury. There are tremendous
advantages too. It’s more efficient than shopping
around; costs stay within your budget; the piece is right
in color, tone and size, and perfect for your space.
And that’s the catch. Commissioning is dicey unless you
know what you’re doing. How do you keep the artist on
track? Communicate effectively? Set a schedule?
Review the work? Most frightening: what if, at the end,
you aren’t pleased with the results?
Let us take the nervousness out of the process so you
can enjoy your new role as patron. It’s a wonderful
collaborative experience, one we know you will enjoy.
Private Collection. Courtesy of Art Advisory Services Inc.

Here’s how it works:
1. We start by working with you to understand your needs, select the appropriate artist, and determine the
concept, budget, scale, and media.
2. We are your pipeline to the artist through the whole process. We listen to your needs and relay them in a
way that everyone understands. You can attend meetings too. Or you can let us do it all.
3. Establishing a timeline for the project means your work is completed on time. You’ll look at sketches on this
date, a maquette on this date, no changes after this date, everyone will sign off on this date—you get the
idea.
4. We’ll select materials that address conservation issues, particularly when the art will be subjected to
extreme temperatures, light, humidity, and other conditions.
5. As we see it, it’s our job to make you feel comfortable while keeping the artist happy and creative. We work
hard to make commissioning a pleasure for you.
Click For A Sample of Our Client List

Bold Colors, Elegant Space
Alcoa Offices, New York City
Architect: Skidmore Owings & Merrill LLP
Artist: Cleve Gray, American,
Acrylic on canvas
The client saw a painting by Gray from the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston, and fell in love with it. This painting inspired the work that
Alcoa installed in their reception area. This high-impact piece sets the
tone for the elegance and sophistication that pervades the company’s
New York City offices.

Click For More Images

Building a Collection, and Loving It
Private Home, Nantucket
Artist: John Zinsser, American
Oil on canvas
Working with the client, a long-time collector who was new to the
commissioning process, we identified Zinsser as the right artist for the
job. After visiting the client’s home to experience the light and
atmosphere, Zinsser created two maquettes (small paintings) to
choose from. The resulting painting is appropriate to the space and,
just as important, holds a great deal of meaning for the client.

Click For More Images

Not Your Typical Portrait
Dewey & LeBoeuf, Houston
Client: Dewey & LeBoeuf
Artist: Jeff Martin, American
Oil on canvas
Everett L. Jassy, a past chairman and partner in this law firm’s tax
practice, was honored by this commissioned work. After working to
select the artist, we arranged for him to meet Mr. Jassy and get to
know him. Working from photos he took during the meeting, Martin
created a work that is more painterly than the typical portrait.

Buying Smart
It’s a global world and a global art market. Watch for
opportunities at auction houses off the beaten path:
Bonhams & Butterfields, Los Angeles: Finds include
antique posters and American collectibles
Shinwa, Tokyo: Good source of contemporary pieces
Heritage Auction Galleries, Dallas
Stair Galleries, Hudson, NY: The eclectic and unusual
Ketterer Kunst, Munich

Courtesy of George Glazer Gallery

Dorotheum, Vienna
ABC News: Is It Warhol or Is It The Economy?

ARCO, Madrid
ARCO: International Contemporary Art Fair,
February 13–18
In honor of this year’s feature country, Brazil, ARCO presents a
selection of Brazilian galleries and projects by Brazilian artists.

Los Angeles County Museum of Art
The museum’s eagerly anticipated addition
by architect Renzo Piano
Mid-February

The Albertina, Vienna
The Albertina: Monet to Picasso–The Batliner Collection features
works by best known artists of the early 20th century, through
April 6, 2008

Lisa Sigal, Collection of the artist, Whitney Museum of American Art

Whitney Biennial–New York City
2008 Biennial, The Whitney Museum of American Art
March 6–June 1, 2008

The Armory Show: The International Fair of New Art
March 27–30
Pier 94 on the Hudson River
(Twelfth Avenue) at 55th Street

The Clark Art Institute:
“Like Breath on Glass: Whistler,
Inness, and the Art of Painting
Softly”
June 22–October 19, 2008
Sterling and Francine Clark Art
Institute, Williamstown, MA

George Inness Collection of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Martucci
On loan to the Clark Art Institute
Pablo Picasso © Succession Picasso/VBK Vienna, 2007
Albertina, Vienna - On permanent loan from the Batliner Collection
Alexej von Jawlensky © VBK Vienna, 2007
Albertina, Vienna - On permanent loan from the Batliner Collection

Art Dealers Association of America, The Art Show
February 21–25
Seventh Regiment Armory, Park Avenue at 67th Street

Rochester Art Center, Minnesota
Roman Signer: Works
May 10–September 14, 2008

Roman Signer, Courtesy of Hauser & Wirth, Zurich

Help me make ArtSmart better. I’d like to hear your thoughts, learn about your experiences, and talk about events you want to add to our
calendar. Send me a note at judith@artadvisoryservices.com.
Judith Selkowitz, president of Art Advisory Services Inc., is a pioneer in the art consulting business and has been an art consultant for over 30
years. In her work, Ms. Selkowitz travels internationally, building and renewing her network of relationships with museum directors, curators,
private collectors, artists and dealers worldwide. Ms. Selkowitz, a Fulbright Scholar, provides a professional, personalized approach, whether
you’re purchasing a single painting or an entire collection.

