Bank building purchased for redevelopment
by Jeffrey T. Verespej
jeffv@oldbrooklyn.com

After years of neglect and abandonment, the historic Pearl Street Savings and
Trust complex at 4175 Pearl Rd. is slated for
redevelopment as a mixed-use cornerstone
project in Old Brooklyn.
In February 2016, Ariel Pearl Center, an

Community
Development
Entities,
investors, real estate and non-real estate
businesses, and non-profit organizations.
With extensive background in multi-layered
project financing, Ariel Ventures has provided services for over $2.0 billion in publicprivate transactions with a key focus on utilization of federal, state, and local tax credits.

Proposed exterior view of Pearl Street Savings Bank, 4175 Pearl Rd.

affiliate of Ariel Ventures purchased the former bank building with plans to develop the
property. Phase one of the redevelopment
will include between ten and twelve apartments on the upper floors and a banquet and
event facility on the first floor. A second
phase will include a permanent restaurant on
the first floor. A third and final phase could
add a rooftop deck to the building; it would
overlook the Big Creek Valley and have the
Cleveland skyline in the distance.
“The transformation of this vacant
property into a mixed-use project is a great
win for Old Brooklyn,” said Cleveland City
Councilman Tony Brancatelli, in whose
ward the building sits.
ARIEL Ventures, LLC, a 100% womenowned, social entrepreneurial firm, provides
comprehensive public-private finance and
economic development financial consulting
services nationally, including New Markets
Tax Credits, Historic Tax Credits, and
Renewable Energy Tax Credits for

The company has developed multiple
buildings in Cleveland. Most visible is the
70,000 square foot historic renovation of the
Ariel International Center at East 40th St.
and Lakeside Ave. The building is home to
multiple enterprises, including their successful event center that includes the Skyline
Lake Room and Rooftop for hosting events
up to 350 persons.
“We are so happy with our decision to
expand our business into Old Brooklyn and
participate in the revitalization of the area. It
has been a pleasure to work with Old
Brooklyn CDC and we are so impressed
with their level of dedication, professionalism, and support that they provide to our
small business and to the community they
serve,” said Radhika Reddy, Partner with
Ariel Ventures.
This investment in one of the most visible
properties in all of Old Brooklyn highlights the

See Bank
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Old Brooklyn News to reinstate
home delivery and publish quarterly
For the past thirty-eight years, Old measure, but as part of the efforts to create
Brooklyn
Community
Development the strongest product for residents and
Corporation (OBCDC) has brought the advertisers it will be brought back.
Beginning this July, the Old Brooklyn
neighborhood local and regional stories
News
will be mailed to every home and busithrough its publication: the Old Brooklyn
News. This respected local paper has ness in the community – free of charge.
Along with the change in distribution
become a staple of our community, reporting
will
be a change in the paper style and the
the news of our residents, churches, schools
number
of annual editions. Our monthly
and businesses.
paper
will
move to quarterly with July’s ediThe Old Brooklyn News has been suction.
Subsequent
editions will be mailed on
cessful because of support from community
a
seasonal
calendar:
September (Fall ediadvertisers and the hard work of staff and
partners who collaborate on content every tion), December (Holiday Edition), March
month. The publication is produced entire- (Spring edition) and June (Summer edition).
ly in-house and the uptick of effort and hours Additionally, the new format for the Old
Brooklyn News will resemble a full-color
can be seen at each deadline.
In parallel production is the Old magazine with more pages to help tell the
Brooklyn, City of Brooklyn Business neighborhood’s important stories.
Beyond the complete neighborhood
Directory & Service Guide. For twenty-six
years this publication has featured advertise- delivery will be drop-points throughout
ments and listings from organizations and Greater Cleveland. In an ongoing effort to
businesses in Old Brooklyn, Brooklyn and attract new businesses and residents, the Old
Brooklyn News will share the best of the
Brooklyn-Centre.
Each year this local directory finds its community with the rest of Cleveland and
way to every house in Old Brooklyn as well promote Old Brooklyn’s strengths and assets
as drop points throughout the neighboring to a wide audience. Building awareness is a
communities. It often finds its way into key focus area of the OBCDC strategic plan
homes’ quick reference materials because it and the local newspaper plays a strategic
role.
is filled with useful information.
OBCDC is committed to its goal of
During the past several years there have
informing
the public about events, organizabeen major changes in the ways that traditions
and
programs
through multiple comtional print media function due to declining
advertising revenues and the increasing munications channels. In addition to the Old
costs of production and distribution. Many Brooklyn News, OBCDC offers a bi-weekly
publications nationwide have shifted to lim- e-newsletter that is currently distributed to
ited home delivery and/or content that is more than 4,000 people. To receive this free
newsletter, visit www.oldbrooklyn.com to
only available online.
join.
The OBCDC Board and staff have
Lastly, follow
spent time during these past several years
OBCDC
reviewing, evaluating and discussing the
on social
future of the Old Brooklyn News and the
media for
Business Directory. That discussion was
i
nformadone with two important goals in mind:
tion,
phothe need to continue to produce a meantos,
and
ingful, local publication that is convenupdates on
ient to obtain; and, to develop a susFacebook
tainable model that would ensure that
and
twitter
the paper would see usefulness in the
(
@
O
B
C
DC)
future.
in
addition
to
Through that work it was deterthe
website
that
mined that the Old Brooklyn News
continues
to
and Business Directory should be
provide news
consolidated into a single highand information.
quality publication that provides
The
Board and
news, feature stories and local
staff
of
OBCDC
business information to Old
are
committed
to
Brooklyn and beyond.
providing
relevant,
It was determined that advertisers
accessible,
local
and residents were both better The first Old Brooklyn News
information to resiserved when the paper was delivMarch 1978
dents and community
ered door-to-door. Ensuring that
members
of
Old
Brooklyn.
each of the 10,000 plus homes in Old
The return of home delivery will allow
Brooklyn receives a copy of the Old
for
the
Old Brooklyn News to create a lasting
Brooklyn News adds value for advertisers,
impact
and assist in OBCDC achieving its
convenience to residents and ultimately,
more awareness of the many interesting peo- mission of revitalization by uniting and
empowering the community to achieve
ple, places and things in the neighborhood.
Community-wide delivery was elimi- social, economic, and civic improvement.
nated during the last decade as a cost-saving
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Families Group plans spring & summer programs
by Ramses Clements
ramsesc@oldbrooklyn.com

On February 12th the Old Brooklyn
Families Group turned in a grant to
Neighborhood Connection’s. This is an
organization that offers community groups
throughout Cleveland the opportunity to provide specialized programming and activities
for their respective neighborhoods.
If approved for the grant the Old
Brooklyn Families Group (OBFG) will be
able to facilitate a series of programs for
youth and families that’ll be provided by local
and citywide community partners. These
activities would take place during Cleveland
Summer Cinema located adjacent to William
Cullen Bryant Elemntary School.
The OBFG has a series of community
engagement events coming up during the
months of March April and May.
In March the OBFG will host a Chili
Cook-off and Dessert Challenge. The event
will take place March 19th 6:00pm at Mary
Queen of Peace Parish Center 4423 Pearl Rd.
Attendees will vote for their favorite batches
and prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and
3rd place. Door prizes will also be provided
for other residents who are not participating in
the chili and dessert challenges.
All children in attendance will have the
opportunity to participate in the Kids Dessert
Challenge. Voting by the residents present
will decide a winner between both adults and
kids. The OBFG will look to have the parents
assist the youth if necessary. All children
should still be responsible for making the
entry of the dessert and not the parent.
Those who would not like to cook are
able to be judges and vote for the best of the
chili and dessert. Participants and others that
are willing can bring donations. Such material can be disposable bowls, dessert plates,
spoons, forks, cups and napkins for the com-

munity event. If anyone is interested in participating as a chili cook or dessert RSVP by
March 13th by contacting Ramses Clements
via email: ramsesc@oldbrooklyn.com.
The Old Brooklyn Community
Development Corporation will host a Youth
Service Day April 16th from 10am-1pm. Both
groups are collaborating with the volunteer
organization Handson NorthEast Ohio. A
large number of volunteers and students from
the Old Brooklyn schools will help clean the
Rising Harvest Farm, Benjamin Franklin
Community Garden and Grace Church
Community Garden. There will be over 100
youth volunteers and students that’ll be working together for prepping the three major gardens for opening season.
The OBFG seeks to have more parents
and families be a part of the group in creating
great and fun community engagements activities for everyone that live, work, and commute through the neighborhood. The group
meets once a month and review ways we can
make the community family friendly and
build a closer neighborhood. OBFG is looking for adults who may have skills in grant
writing, management, and other professional
qualities that can benefit the group when
moving forward to developing other neighborhood initiatives.
Other Old Brooklyn community residents interested in joining the group may do
so by contacting Ramses Clements via phone
and email: 773-615-4742 & ramsesc@oldbrooklyn.com.

Basic Computer Systems

Computers for:
Laptop Systems - LCD Flat Screens
Residents, Businesses, Churches,
Money orders only,
Wards 12 & 13 only
due on day of pick-up

For an application call Barb, 216-459-1000
or email: barbaras@oldbrooklyn.com

OLD BROOKLYN NEWS

Submission Deadlines
Display Ads . . . . . . Fri., Mar. 25th
Classified Ads . . . . Fri., Mar. 25th
News Releases . . . . Fri., Mar. 25th
For Information call 216-459-0135
E-mail: sandyw@oldbrooklyn.com

2339 Broadview Rd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44109
Phone: (216) 459-0135
Fax: (216) 459-1741

www.oldbrooklyn.com
sandyw@oldbrooklyn.com

web sit e:

Circulation 9,000 Published Monthly

From the desk of the
executive director

by Jeffrey T. Verespej
jeffv@oldbrooklyn.com

Sign up for a refurbished computer system

The Old Brooklyn News
will publish its
April, 2016 issue on
Friday, April 1st 2016

MARCH 2016
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The Old Brooklyn News (OBN) is a monthly publication of the
Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation (OBCDC) and is
available free of charge within the community boundaries of Brooklyn
Centre, Old Brooklyn & City of Brooklyn. The views expressed in the
OBN are not necessarily those of its publisher, editor, staff, or of the
board of trustees, officers, or commercial, residential, institutional or
associate members of OBCDC.
Reproduction of published material without the consent of
OBCDC is prohibited. Advertisers and Agencies assume all legal
responsibility and liability concerning offers, artwork, and any and all
text published in contracted display, classified or other advertisements.
The OBN is a charter member of the Neighborhood and Community
Press Association of Greater Cleveland.

Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation

MISSION STATEMENT: We are committed to uniting, engaging and empowering the community to
improve the economic vitality and quality of life within the Old Brooklyn neighborhood

We can, and we will, have a better future
in Old Brooklyn.
Sure, to do that takes an incredible
amount of patience, coordinated work and
focused activity. Some of that can come from
Old Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation, some from local policies and
investment by the City of Cleveland, and
much of it from all who live, work, play and
worship here.
It is not easy, but it is what we are
charged to do.
One of the first steps that must be taken,
though, is believing it ourselves. If our focus
about Old Brooklyn is about the negative, we
will find and receive the same. This is not to
say that ignorance is a good way to go about
life. Nor is it about sweeping problems under
the rug.
However, a mind set of negativity will
breed more of the same, and vice versa.
Over the past few years, a growing body
of both trained and pseudo-sociological, psychological, philosophical and anthropological
writers have discussed applying the concept
of collective shame to the Midwest, or in this
case, Rust Belt Shame. A quick search online
or at the South Brooklyn branch of the
Cleveland Public Library will lead to some
articles that will provoke thought and emotion
on the subject matter.
One of the tenets of that concept is that
due to decades of perceived failures, a social
bond develops and reinforces itself around an
attitude of defeat. From population loss to
environmental disasters, economic hardships
to professional sports debacles, Cleveland
certainly felt its fair share of punches in the
latter of the twentieth century.
Over time – the theory states – this reinforced Rust Belt Shame creates a belief that
nothing good can happen here. When the good
does happen, this collective constantly looks

HONEY HUT
ICE CREAM
MARCH 17
Special Flavors
of the Month:
Pistachio, Chocolate Malted,
Jamocha Chocolate Chip

4674 State Road

Smile Again

Special

John Young, President
Book Chrobak, Vice President
Christina Kovach, Corporate Secretary
Tiffany Sedlacek, Treasurer

Jeffrey T. Verespej, Executive Director
Barb Spaan, Outreach Manager
Sheila Quealy-Walter, Residential Code Manager
Ramses Clements, Community Outreach Coordinator
Rosemary Mudry, Director of Economic Development
Jason A. Powers, Director of Marketing & Development
Jayme Lucas-Bukszar, Residential Real Estate Project Manager
Sandy Worona, Community Outreach Coordinator/OBN Advertising & Sales Manager
No March meeting - Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation Board Meetings, are
every fourth Tues. of the month, 6 - 7:30 pm. OBCDC office (2339 Broadview Rd.,). Meetings open
to the public but the board reserves the right to close portions of the meetings. To confirm call 216-4591000.

Old Brooklyn News
Sandy Worona -- Layout & Ad Manager; Lynette Filips -- Copy Editor

This month’s OBN writers - Gloria Ferris, Lynette Filips, Bethany Hicks,
and OBCDC staff
OBCDC is a non-profit 501(c)(3) that serves the communities of Brooklyn Centre and Old BrooklynFor more information regarding services and projects call 216-459-1000.

around waiting for
the floor to drop
out.
That has been
true
for
Cleveland, and is
still true for many
including those in
Old Brooklyn.
An attitudinal
shift will not by
itself change the
outcome, but it certainly can change a direction. As Cleveland continues to rebound and
grow, the narrative can change if the community embraces a new belief, not one of pending doom and destruction, but one of a better
tomorrow.
Again, this is not to ignore our challenges. We have lived through an economic
restructuring that has left many on the outside
looking in. We have a holistic education system that does not meet the needs of the 21st
century. Our transit and infrastructure funding
is woeful, and have broken relationships
between many of our neighbors and community institutions.
With all of that, we have a choice. Do we
in Old Brooklyn want to manage decline or
plan for growth? That is the difference of a
focus, and a belief system. In our neighborhood, do we want to narrow our path through
choices of fear or widen our circle through
welcoming and inclusion? Do we want to
build for more cars or design our neighborhood for humans?
We always have a choice, and our
focused belief shapes the reality.
OBCDC believes in the future of Old
Brooklyn, and there are others who do too.
That is seen with the investment being made
in the historic bank building. This project
shines a light on a positive belief in a better
tomorrow, and gives an example of how to
model future behavior.

CUSTOM DENTURES
Single $499 (upper or lower)
Set $990 (upper and lower)
Exp. 3-31-2016

Robert DiBauda, D.D.S.
4223 Fulton Rd. (Memphis Fulton Shopping Plaza)

216-459-0344
Serving the community over 20 years

Most Insurance Accepted

Case Western Reserve graduate, 1977
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NEWS & EVENTS
Beginning Sunday, March 1st
Cemetery Decoration Removal
Lutheran Cemetery, 4566 Pearl Rd. Removal
of all winter decorations by staff, except for
wooden crosses. Spring & summer decorations
may be placed beginning Thurs., Mar. 10th.
March 2016
River’s Edge Classes
3430 Rocky River Dr. 216-688-1111 ext. 251
(Visit info@riversedgecleveland.com for more
info. re: programs & classes.)
Reflexology: Energy Medicine for the Body,
Mind and Spirit - Thurs., March 10th, 7 - 8
pm. Fee: $10.
Meditation - Wed., March 16th, 6:30 - 7:45
pm. Fee: $15.
Spiritual Spa Night - Fri., March 18th, 6:30 9 pm. Fee: $15 (first service or class, essential
oils treatment, access to relaxing meditation
room); $10/additional service or class. Every
Now until Thursday, March 31st
Join Arbor Day Foundation
& Receive 10 Free Trees
Part of nonprofit Foundation's Trees for
America campaign. Planting instructions
included. Trees shipped at right time for planting. The 6 - 12” inch trees guaranteed to grow
or replaced free. Send $10 contribution to:
TEN FREE WHITE FLOWERING DOGWOOD TREES, Arbor Day Foundation, 100
Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, Nebraska
68410, by Mar. 31st or join online at arborday.org/march.
Sign up for April League Now
Old Brooklyn Golf League
Astorhurst Country Club, 7000 Dunham Rd.
Start time 5:30 pm. Starts Fri,, April 22nd - 20
week season. Accepting sign ups for 21 & over.
For more info. go to www.oldbrooklyngolfleague.com
or
contact:
obgl2707@yahoo.com
Monday, March 1st
Polish Genealogical Society
of Greater Cleveland
Tue., Mar. 1st, 7:30 pm, St. Mary's Polish
National Catholic Church’s Hall, 5375
Broadview Rd. at Wexford Ave. Program:
Organizing Your Research; will feature tutorials.
Friday, March 4th, 11th 18th & 25th
Big Met Grille Fish Fry
Big Met Grille, 4811 Valley Pkwy., Rocky
River Reservation, 4 - 9 pm. Breaded or baked
fish, coleslaw, rye bread & choice of potato.
Vegetarian & children’s menus available. Cost:
$10.50. Call 440-331-3097 for more info.
Friday, March 4th
Wine/Beer Tasting & Silent Auction Benefit
Grand Pacific Hotel, 8112 Columbia Rd. 6:30
- 10 pm. All proceeds benefit Heritage Days &
Olmsted Bicentennial. Tickets: $30; available
at Shamrock & Rose Creations, Olde Wine
Cellar & Clint Williams. 50/50 raffle, Chinese
raffle, silent auction. Ticket price includes
appetisers & 6 tastings. Call 440-714-9000 for
more info.
Monday, March 7th
Cuyahoga Valley Genealogy Society
Independence Civic Center, Willow Room,
6363 Selig Blvd.,7 pm. William Krejci speaking about Buried Beneath Cleveland: Lost
Cemeteries of Cuyahoga County. Contact
CVGS president Mary Boehnlein, 440-7367180, or visit www.cuyahogagenealogy.org for
more info.

2nd Wednesday of the Month
Beekeeping Educational Sessions & Meetings
Rocky River Nature Center, 24000 Valley
Pkwy., N. Olmsted; 7 - 9 pm. Discuss care &
raising of bees & current apiculture management techniques. Register at www.greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com.
Wednesday, March 9th
Westside Basket Guild
St. James Lutheran Church, 4771 Broadview
Rd., upstairs hall. Class starts at 5 pm; come
any time up to 6:30 to start weaving. Meets on
second Wed. every month. Mar. 9th, Candle
Jar; $14, or $20 with jar & votive. Apr. 13th,
no basket. Supplies to bring when weaving -old towel, bucket, clothes pins, ruler, pencil,
scissors. Call Connie, 216-749-7912, to RSVP.
Thursday, March 10th
Big Creek Watershed Balanced Growth
Partnership Meeting
Sachsenheim Hall, 7001 Denison Ave, 4 - 6:30
pm; dinner included. RSVP by Thurs., Mar. 7th.
BalGro@bigcreekconnects.org. Call Bob
Gardin at Big Creek Connects, 216-269-6472,
for more info.
Thursday, March 10th
Antique Collectors Club Meeting
Busch Community Meeting Room, 7501 Ridge
Rd., 7 pm. Park Ranger Todd Addington speaking about National Parks. Call Publicity
Chairman Robert Murdoch, 440-845-7046, for
more info.
Saturday, March 12th
Art House ABC's Chili Cookoff fundraiser
Art House, 3119 Denison Ave, 1 - 4 pm.
Adults: $15, includes hand-crafted ceramic
bowl; 12 & under, $5.
Sunday, March 13th
American Red Cross Blood Drive
St. Leo’s Lux Hall, 4940 Broadview Rd., 8:30
am - noon. Register @ redcrossblood.org after
creating profile. (Registering optional) Stop by
& donate.
Tuesday, March 15th
Grindstone Knitters’ Guild
Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St., Berea, 7
pm. Learn to crochet flowers to trim projects.
Monthly meetings 3rd Tues. each month. Call
440-821-8891 or 440-826-1254 for more info.
Fri., Sat. & Sun., March 16th - 20th
CityMusic Cleveland
Wed., Mar. 16th, 7:30 pm, The HUB55
Complex, 1361 E. 55th St.; Thurs., Mar. 17th,
7:30 pm, St. Jerome Church, 15000 Lake Shore
Blvd; Fri., Mar. 18th, 7:30 pm, Lakewood
Congregational Church, 1375 West Clifton;
Sat., Mar. 19th, 8 pm, Shrine Church of St.
Stanislaus, 3649 E. 65th St., Slavic Village;
Sun., Mar. 20th, 4 pm, Anshe Chesed
Fairmount Temple, 23737 Fairmount Blvd.
www.citymusiccleveland.org for more info.
Saturday, March 19th
Parma Animal Shelter March Muttness
Aces Grille, 6849 Pearl Rd, 6 - 8 pm. Tickets:
$20 per person & includes food (wings, rigatoni with meatballs & salad), 4 drink tickets,
(domestic beer, wine & soft drinks). 50/50 raffle, beer tower, raffle baskets, Mystery
Treasure Chest. Limited tickets available at
Aces Grille or Parma Animal Shelter, 6260
State Rd. Call 440-885-8014 for more info.

Corned Beef Sandwich $10

Dinners $15

Thurs. & Sat.,
Steak Sandwich & Fries $5
Fri., Fish Fry $5
All specials are dine in only
OPEN 7 days: noon - 2:30 am
Kitchen open noon - 11 pm.

Saturday March 26th
Easter Egg Hunt
Estabrook Rec Center, 4125 Fulton Rd; 12
noon. Free for children up to 4th grade. Hosted
by Gateway Church Old Brooklyn. Registration
begins at 11:30 am. Ensure children have a basket & guardian with them.
Monday, March 28th
Western Reserve Rose Society meeting
North Royalton Public Library, 7051 Wallings
Rd., 7 pm. Meetings resume this month.
Saturday, April 30th
Live Duck Race
American Legion Post 469 Auxiliary, 4910
Memphis Ave. Doors open, 6 pm; dinner, 6:30
pm; race, 7:30 pm. Tickets: $15; Cold buffet,
raffles, side boards, Chinese raffle; cash bar.
Call 216-741-1880 for tickets or more info.
Cuyahoga County Public Library
Parma Snow Branch - 2121 Snow Rd.
216-661-4240 cuyahogalibrary.org

Fab ‘50s, Cleveland-Style - Thur., Mar. 24th, 7
pm. Relive 1954, when Indians, Browns & Barons
were all in championships. Marilyn Sheppard was
murdered & Marilyn Monroe was married.
Meet Stephanie Evanovich - Mon., Mar. 28th,
7 pm. Author talk about release of her third
book, The Total Package, which brings together her love of sports, writing & romance.
Morning Book Discussion - Thurs., Mar. 31st,
11am; The Light Between Oceans by M. L.
Stedman.
Valley Save-a-Pet Spay/Neuter Program
Low cost spay/neuter services to pet owners in the
Greater Cleveland area who cannot afford the regular cost of spay/neuter for their pets. Also, the
veterinarians have discounted the cost of the first
rabies & distemper vaccines at the time of
spay/neuter. Cat or dog owners should call 440232-2287 between 11 am & 2 pm on Mon., Wed.,
Thurs. & Fri. (Feral cat caretakers call Mon.
only.) Program will continue thru mid-Nov. Visit
www.valleysaveapet.org for more info.
Now - Monday, May 2nd
My Summer Job Youth Empoyment Program
We help match thousands of teenagers &
young adults from Cuyahoga County, ages 1424, to meaningful summer work experiences.
Register online at YouthOpportunities.org. To
participate you will need: Certified birth certificate, photo ID, social security card, you
may need to meet family income requirements,
14 & 15 yr-olds will need work permits (see
your school policy) Males 18 yrs of age or
older will need selective service verification.
You are strongly encouraged to open a savings
account at the bank of your choice for payroll
direct deposit.

It's that time again to get ready for
Little League Baseball with OBALL!
Boys and girls ages 4 - 19
Where: St. Mark's school gym, 4464 Pearl Road (enter gym from Ardmore)
When: Saturdays, March 12th & 26th; April 2nd. 9:00 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Where: Mary Queen of Peace Parish Center Cafeteria, 4423 Pearl Road.
Look for OBALL signs to enter
When: Saturday, March 5th; 9:00 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Saturday, March 19th, 12 - 3:00 p.m.
Where: Tremont Location - PLAV Post 30, 1041 Starkweather Ave, across from Lincoln Park.
When: Saturdays, March 5th, 19th, 26th & April 2nd, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Cost: TBall (4 - 6 years old) is $55.00; PeeWee (7 - 9 years old), Little F (10 - 12 years old), Big F (13
- 15 years old), Girls Fast Pitch (12U & 14U) are $65.00 (family discount offered for more than one child)
Bring: wallet size pictures & a copy of your birth certificate.

For more information, visit our website at: www.oball.org
Have FUN this summer playing Little League Baseball with OBALL

2016

Co-Ed Softball for Children ages 4 through 18

Come Celebrate Our 40th Year!
Enjoy A Summer Of Fun

must purchase 2 sides
( salad & potato $1.50 each, rolls 50f )
(Dine in only)

Monday, March 21st
Monday Night at the Movies
“The Unruly Mystic:
Saint Hildegard of Bingen”
River's Edge, 3430 Rocky River Dr.; 7 pm.
Optional discussion following. Free; free-will
offerings
appreciated.
Register
at
www.riversedgecleveland.com.

Evening Book Discussion - Mon., Mar. 21st, 7
pm; The Cutting Season by Anita Locke.

Old Brooklyn Youth League

Sun., Gyro & Fries $6
Mon. & Wed., 99f Steak

Tues., Tacos, 75f

Sunday, March 20th
BACH Birthday Celebration
Pilgrim Congregational Church, 2592 W. 14th
St; 3 pm. St. Chorale Preludes - Dr. Robert
Schneider, organ. Concerto for Two Violins Isabelle Durrenberger & Kiarra SaitoBeckman, violin Brandenburg Concerto No. 3.
Admission by freewill donation.

Registration required for all programs.
Waking Up Your Garden - Wed., Mar. 9th, 7
pm. Master Gardeners of Cuyahoga County
discussing spring garden chores including
cleaning up, fertilizing, pruning & planting
lawns, flowerbeds, trees, roses & vegetables.

2016

Pearl Rd.
MANDY’S 4703
216-398-8066
St. Patricks Day - Reubens $12

Saturday, March 19th
United States Polka Association Spring Dance
Holy Spirit Party Center, 5500 W. 54th St, 8 pm
- midnight; doors open at 7:30 pm. Donation:
$13 person; 17 & under free if accompanied by
adult. Band: Lenny Gomulka & Chicago Push.
Beverages & food available for purchase. (NO
BYOB) Call Barb, 440-886-6157 for table
reservations & more info. Public welcome.

Entry Fee:
Fee
$

35.00 each -- PayPal available

$

10 OFF if registered by April 16th

REGISTRATION DATES:
DATES

Saturdays, March 12th & 19th
& April 2nd, 9th & 16th
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Brooklyn Hts. United Church of Christ

2005 W. Schaaf Rd.

(Corner of Schaaf & Broadview Rds.)

For Add

itional In
forma

www.ob

tion visit
:

yl.org
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In Memoriam

Make your home safe this spring

A Tribute to Andy Sprok

by Barb Spaan
barbaras@oldbrooklyn.com

January 8th, 1962 - February 17th, 2016
At 6’4”, Andy Sprok stood above the
crowd both literally and figuratively. In fact, a
lot of people in the Old Brooklyn and Brooklyn
Centre neighborhoods referred to him fondly
as “Big Andy”.
For almost 30 years Andy worked as the
maintenance manager for Deaconess’ Zane,
Krafft and Perry Centers, subsidized senior
apartment buildings that were owned by the
Deaconess Foundation. Steve Shroka, the
property manager for these buildings, worked
with Andy since May of 1990 and the two
became close friends as well as work colleagues.
Sharing a few of his favorite stories about
Andy, Steve spoke of Andy’s knack for communicating with Ukrainian residents who
knew little English. The ‘gentle giant’ instantly made residents comfortable.
“Somehow using his hands and the word
‘caput’, he could always figure out whether it
was a dripping sink or a broken toilet! To this
day, none of know how he did it,” Steve stated.
When Andy was diagnosed with cancer,
many of the residents sent cards with warm
wishes and support. When a fundraiser for him
was held at the Cleveland Maennerchor last
November 13th, residents came together to
donate more than $1,500. All told the fundraiser netted more than $9,500 to help Andy with
his medical expenses.
Steve Shroka shared another story, of a
time when Andy was hunting, something he
enjoyed in his personal time. Having given out
his personal number to residents in case they
needed anything, Andy had gotten a call that
one of them was locked out.
Steve remembered, “I got a call from
Andy and he was whispering. He said he got a
call from a resident who was locked out of her
apartment. Still whispering, Andy asked if I
would let her in.” Steve told Andy that he
would and asked why he was whispering.
“Andy replied that he was in his tree stand
deep in the woods.”
Don Workman, the longtime owner of
Ameriflag, Inc., said of Andy, “He was a nice
guy. That’s what everybody says. Just a nice,
nice guy.” And that kind of simple and honest
description is really what mattered. Andy wasn’t one to flash about or make waves; what you
saw is what you got. He was kind and reliable,
qualities that matter in our community.
John Young, owner of Speed
Exterminating, said of Andy, “For me, Andy
was just a great guy! He was friends with
everyone, never had a bad thing to say, and
always brightened the room. Everywhere I go
throughout Old Brooklyn, people knew Andy
and miss him greatly. Whether I am at the bank
or here at my office, everyone thought the
world of him. “
“When I delivered the sad news to my
service technician (and Andy’s friend) James
Satterfield,“ John continued, “James respond-
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Photo by Annie Sprok
Andy Sprok
ed, ‘Now Andy can go hunting and fishing
whenever he wants to.’”
Local attorney and neighborhood volunteer Roger Bundy described Andy as “a
beloved member of the Old Brooklyn
Community, an irreplaceable volunteer with
the Old Brooklyn Community Collaborators, a
great friend and a great man.” “May God bless
your soul, Andy,” he added. “We will miss
you.”
South Hills Hardware owner Chris
Wygonski was friends with Andy for approximately thirty-five years. He knew Andy from
the neighborhood even before Andy started
working for Deaconess.
Chris said that Andy got him started on
deer hunting. “He showed me the joy of being
in the woods and the beauty of the scenery and
wildlife.”

Photo by Sheila Quealy Walter
Chris also remembered that during their
years of friendship “Andy was a wonderful
story teller. Stories came to life when Andy
told them.” Andy was also very close to
Chris’s dad, Jack Wygonski. He met Jack on a
hunting trip with Chris in Hinckley and they
came to enjoy each other’s company.
As of February 23rd, South Hills
Hardware has had “God Bless Andy Sprok”
displayed on the sign in front of their building.
Several of the antique tools on display from the
store came from Andy’s collection.
There are many in Old Brooklyn who

Spring is on its way! Take an afternoon
to secure your home. If you or those with
whom you live lock yourself out of the house,
would you still be able to get in? Maybe you
keep an unlocked window in the back, or a hidden key in the mail box or on top of a window
ledge. You may think that this is a good idea
but if you can break in, so can a burglar.
One out of six homes will be burglarized
this year. For a small amount of your time and
very little cash you can make your home more
secure and reduce your chances of being a victim. Many burglars will spend no longer than
60 seconds trying to break in. Good doors and
locks — and good neighbors who watch out for
each other — can be big deterrents to burglars.
Check Locks and Doors
Did you know that in almost half of all
completed residential burglaries, thieves simply breeze in though unlocked doors or windows? Make sure that every external door has
a sturdy, well-installed deadbolt lock. These
doors should be solid wood or metal and the
frames heavy duty. If the door is flimsy it is
about as effective as locking a car door and
leaving the window open!
Sliding glass doors need commercial
locks or a broomstick or dowel in the track.
Lock double-hung windows with key locks or
“pins” by drilling a small hole into a 45-degree
angle between the inner and outer frames, then
inserting a nail that can be removed.
Basement windows should have secure grills
or grates. Instead of hiding a key outside, give
an extra key to a trusted neighbor. If moving
into a new house or apartment, rekey all the
locks.
Check outside
Thieves hate to be seen or caught, so
install outdoor lighting and use it every night.
Keep your yard clean; pick up the flyers and
dropped newspapers; put ladders, lawn mowers and kids’ bikes away. Prune back shrubbery
so that it doesn’t hide doors or windows.
Cut back tree limbs which a thief could
use to climb to an upper-level window.
Clearly display the house address so that police
and other emergency personnel can locate the
home in an emergency. Always close and lock
know Andy from the hours he spent cooking
hot dogs at Old Brooklyn’s annual Fall-OWeen Festival or popping popcorn at the “Kids
Zone” at Pop UP Pearl. Jayme Bukszar recalls
the number of times he filled her Toyota Yaris
with a variety of supplies for these and other
events. “He was always so helpful to everyone,” she recalled. “He was the first to arrive
and the last to leave any event.”
Andy was married to Cathy Fekete Sprok
for close to thirty years and was a loving father
to Johnny Fekete, Andy Sprok, Jr. and Annie
Sprok. He will be missed by so many through-

the garage door and cover garage windows so
that no one can
see in to check
whether or not
a car is there.
If you have a
gate to the back
yard, keep it
closed
and
locked.
Check inside
Video, photograph or even just list your
valuables; write down serial numbers and
descriptions. Put expensive Items out of sight
(e.g., x-boxes and games, laptop computer,
jewelry and collectable or one-of-a-kind
items).
Never leave a message on your answering
machine which indicates that you are away
from home. Illuminate the inside at night
when you’re away with timers on lights.
Some people also put a radio or a TV on a
timer. Create the illusion that you’re home,
with some type of activity.
Consider an alarm system or a dog that
barks, and then use them. Pay attention when
the dog barks, the motion light goes on, or anything out of the ordinary catches your attention. Burglars do more than steal; they can
commit rape and assaults if they are surprised
by someone coming home or have picked a
home which is occupied. If something looks
questionable — a kicked-in door, a broken
window or a cut screen — do not enter the
house. Call the police from your neighbors’
house or your cell phone.
If you’re home at night and you hear
someone breaking in, leave the house safely if
you can or lock yourself in a room with your
phone and call the police. If you can grab your
keys, set your car alarm off. If the intruder is
in the same room with you, pretend that you
are asleep and be ready to fight for your life.
Guns are responsible for many accidental
deaths. If you own a gun, learn how to store it
and use it safely.
To do even more, join a Crime Watch
group on your block. If one doesn’t exist, call
me, Barb Spaan, at 216-459-1000 and I will
join you, your neighbors and local police to
keep Old Brooklyn the safest neighborhood in
Cleveland.

out the community and hot dogs at Fall-OWeen just won’t taste the same without him.
A memorial service was conducted at 11
a.m. on Saturday, February 27th, at Gateway
Church West, 15135 Triskett Rd. In the spring
a celebration of Andy’s life will also be held;
more information will follow.
Saturdays now - April 16th
Free Taxes Done by AARP
South Brooklyn Branch of Cleveland Public
Library, 4303 Pearl Rd. All ages welcome. Sat.
only 11 am - 1:30 pm. Call 216-623-7067 to
set up appointment
Free Preparation of Your
2015 Income Tax Return
Cuyahoga County Free Tax Preparation Sites:
To schedule appointment go online to
www.211.org or call 211/United Way First Call
for Help.
Westshore Neighborhood Family Service
Center, 9830 Lorain Ave., Career Center.
Mon. evenings & Sat.
Southgate Neighborhood Family Service
Center, 5398 ½ Northfield Rd., Maple Hts.
Career Center. Wed., 5:30 - 7 pm & Sat., 9 am
- 2 pm.
Bring with you:
• Current photo I.D
• W2s & 1099 income statements
• Social Security Cards for all family members
• Government issued photo of each person
signing return.
• Child Care expense statement including
provider Tax I.D. number.
• Bank account & routing numbers for direct
deposit of refund.
• Form 1099-INT for checking/savings interest.
• If taxpayer purchased health insurance under
Affordable Care Act, bring 1099 tax credit
from health insurance company
Community members who want to volunteer to prepare taxes can register online at
www.refundohio.org. Free training is available
to become an IRS certified tax preparer.
For more info, visit www.refundohio.org or
www.cjfs.cuyahogacounty.us.
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Although this is the March issue of the
Old Brooklyn News, it’s actually ‘hitting the
news stands’ on February 26th. And so Leap
Day on February 29th hasn’t occurred yet.
Since there’s only a one-in-four-year opportunity to mention the phenomenon, I thought
that sharing my first understanding of the day
could be a fun way to start off this month.
Explaining February 29th, 1960, my 5thgrade teacher had asked if anyone knew what
leap year meant. Looking back I now know
that she was looking for some precocious student to explain the problem in the astronomical calculations in the Gregorian calendar...
But at the time I didn’t know that. I only
knew what my father had told me just the day
before. And so I excitedly raised my hand and
when she called on me I replied, “That’s the
day when girls can ask boys to marry them.”
Of course my answer elicited lots of giggles
from my classmates.
So what is the story about this temporary
role shift in matrimonial proposals? I read
about it online and learned that an Irish tradition allowed women to initiate dances and propose marriage on Leap Day. Supposedly it
originated in the fifth century when Saint
Bridget complained to Saint Patrick that men
were taking too long to propose.
Several centuries later, things got really
official. Reportedly there is documentation
which states that in 1288 Scotland passed a
law allowing women to propose marriage to
the man of their choice in that year.
Now getting on to the more typical content of this column -As I drive around the neighborhood I’ve
been noticing numerous changes in the commercial population. Some storefronts which
were empty are now occupied -- or showing
signs of life in terms of new occupancy. Some
have changed occupants. And unfortunately,
some are newly vacant.
Three of the changes I noticed were on
Memphis Ave. -The Old Brooklyn Cravery, formerly at
3430 Memphis Ave., was a small shop which
sold home-baked goods, home-grown veggies
and home-made crafts. It opened in March,
2014 and closed on December 31st of last
year. Owner Kathleen Stachowiak is now

working with the owners of Memphis Bakery
right down the street.
The former Cravery space is not vacant,
however, as The Historical Society of Old
Brooklyn (HSOB) is currently renting it. See
the separate article on page 7 to learn what the
HSOB has done/has in mind to do since they
moved into their storefront museum in
January.
The Real Geek at 3434 Memphis Ave.
was located in the same stretch of stores. That
space has been empty for months, and I don’t
know any details about what happened to the
business. But I do remember that the owner
had taken out a big color ad on the inside back
cover of the 2015/2016 Old Brooklyn/City of
Brooklyn Business Directory & Service Guide
so he must have planned to be around awhile.
A bit further out, Sauer Funeral Home is
no longer in business at 4801 Memphis Ave.
Sauer’s had been in existence since 1922, and
three generations of Sauer men -- Carl, Don
and Mark -- have been funeral directors.
On October 1st, 2015 Mark sold the
funeral home to Gregory P. Godorhazy; the
sign in front now reads Godorhazy Funeral
Home. The new owner is originally from
Columbus, and has been a funeral director for
twenty-eight years. His previous funeral
home was in Washington Court House.
Of Hungarian descent, Greg Godorhazy
said that he immediately felt at home in
Cleveland because of the city’s ethnic makeup
(as well as the fact that one of his friends is
also a funeral director here.)
Things have changed at another longtime Old Brooklyn funeral home, too. A sign
in front of the former Wischmeier Funeral
Home at 3111 Broadview Rd. states that it’s
relocated to the Yurch Funeral Home at 5618
Broadview Rd. Bill Wischmeier closed the
door in Old Brooklyn on September 15th and
opened in Parma immediately thereafter.
At different times in its 100-plus year history, Wischmeier Funeral Home has been
called William Wischmeier & Sons, BueschWischmeier Funeral Home and WischmeierBuesch Funeral Home.
There’s been a change right up the street
from Wischmeier’s, too. Detroit Auto Parts
Plus had been in the huge storefront at 3301
Broadview Rd. since November, 2012, but
they needed an even bigger facility, so on
February 1st they moved into the former
Don’s Brooklyn Automotive, Inc. (at one
time, Don’s Brooklyn Chevy) complex at
4941 Pearl Rd.
Owner Gene Kerfoot told me that it was
important to him to stay in Old Brooklyn, and
now he has four times the space to stock
inventory for his customers.
I’ll talk about more business news -- and
some student news -- next month. Send your
submissions to Lynettef@oldbrooklyn.com.

PAGE 5

BCN thinking of spring wildflowers & birds
by Gloria Ferris
Brooklyn Centre Naturalists
When March winds blow, Brooklyn
Centre Naturalists (BCN) knows that spring
cannot be far behind. As BCN has often said,
Brooklyn Centre and Old Brooklyn residents
are fortunate to have such great access to the
outdoors right under their feet.
Spring is a great time to take a walk in
the woods and observe all the things happening in the natural world. Exploring the vernal
pools of the upper portion of Brookside
Reservation is an extremely interesting thing
to do.
Vernal pools are little ponds which collect water in the early spring from melting
snow and rain. They usually appear in early
spring and dry up or shrink in size by early
summer. These habitats are an essential part
of an amphibian’s life cycle. Frogs, toads and
salamanders breed in these small wetland
pools and need them to survive.
BCN stresses that watching from a safe
distance is very important. Amphibian
wildlife is in a very fragile state and should
not be disturbed during this very crucial time
in their life cycles.
Now is when the first spring wildflowers begin popping out from the carpet of fallen leaves which protected them throughout
the winter. Skunk Cabbage with its distinctive purple speckled green pitcher is usually
the first harbinger of spring.
The fragile lavender of Spring Beauties
and the vibrant purple of Field Violets follow

close behind. Beautiful yellow Hispid
Buttercups and Trout Lilies add contrast.
Bloodroot, Rue Anemone and Sharp-lobed
Hepatica (white in color) round out the
March wildflowers.
To gain appreciation of all the wildflowers in our area, continue to trek through the
woods in April and May. Jack-in-the-Pulpit,
Dutchman’s Breeches, Bloodroot, Solomon’s
Seal, Trillium, May Apple, Wild Phlox and
American Ginger should be blooming then.
A good guide for identification is the
Wildflowers of Ohio Field Guide.
March is the month when birds begin to
choose where to build their nests to prepare
for raising their young. Birds certainly do
not need human help in making their nests,
so keep a safe distance.
March is also a good time to choose a
spot along a favorite walking trail to observe
birds, and a time to make one’s own backyard attractive to nesting birds. It is quite
easy to accumulate some nesting materials
and create a safe haven in an out-of-the-way
corner in a backyard habitat.
Twigs, mud, dry grass and straw are all
good nesting materials. Pet fur not treated
with chemicals to eradicate fleas or ticks is
another good choice. DO NOT offer dryer
lint to birds; it crumbles and may have fabric
softener residue.
BCN hopes to take advantage of the
many places so close to the ‘Brooklyn neighborhoods’ to exercise, to get close to nature
and to enjoy the connection that so many do
not have outside their back doors. Feel welcome to join them.
BCN would like to invite all interested
people to its 2016 Annual Meeting. The
date, time and venue have changed. It will
be held Sunday, March 13th, at Art House,
3119 Denison Ave. from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Email bcnaturalists@gmail.com or call
Gloria Ferris at 216-351-0254 with any questions.
At this meeting, the members decide
priorities and put together a calendar of
events, as well as BCN’s plan for the year.
All who are interested in preserving the natural environment are welcome.

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS
CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUMS

4700 Broadview Road, Cleveland, OH

(216) 351-1476

Pre-Planning discounts are now
available in our newest
Mausoleum, the Sanctuary of
Angels South.
We are currently offering 10% off
niches and $1000 off double
crypts in our new Mausoleum.
Interest Free Financing is
available for 24 months with
20% down on Mausoleum Crypts.

Family Advisor Available for Consultation

Office Hours: M-F 9-4, Sat. 9-2, or by Appt.
www.BrooklynHeightsCemetery.com

Special Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday 10 - 9
Sunday 10 - 6

www.roomstodayonline.com

$

23900
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Pearl-Brookpark Car Wash celebrates more than 50 years in business in Old Brooklyn
by Rosemary Mudry
rosemarym@oldbrooklyn.com

Pearl-Brookpark Car Wash, 5133 Pearl
Rd (at the southern tip of Old Brooklyn), is
now in its fifty-first year of business. In
1965, Dan Spencer, Sr. opened the business
with partner Jack Schmidt as a car wash and
Gulf gas station on the site of the former
Pearl Rd. Lumber Company.
After Dan and Jack purchased the land,
they tore down the former lumber shed and
replaced them with the car wash and offices.
Dan also converted the old sawmill into a
detail shop by removing the wooden floors
and pouring concrete.
Pearl-Brookpark’s opening was Dan
and Jack’s second business location; they’d
already been operating a car wash in
Fairview Park. Dan had been managing the
Fairview Park location for five years when
they decided to go into business together and
open the Pearl Rd. spot.
At its opening in 1965, PearlBrookpark was the first combined car wash
and gas station in the Cleveland area. To
encourage patrons, Dan offered a generous
deal – “Buy six gallons of gasoline and
receive a free car wash.”
Dan’s combined model proved successful over the next couple of decades; he sold
nearly one million gallons of gasoline per
year through the mid-1980’s. After selfservice gas stations popped up, however, the
gasoline business declined and Gulf decided
to pull their location.
The car wash, however, continued to be
quite successful and by the time the gas station had closed, Dan had already converted
from a hand-wash model to a machine-wash.
He’d become a State- licensed distributor of
car wash equipment, too.
Dan and Jack had also sold the Fairview
Park car wash by this time, because they
could not find anyone to run it while they
focused on Pearl. In the first decades of the
business, Dan had also ventured to the east
side and opened a car wash on Warrensville

Rd., directly across from the new Randall
Park Mall. He thought that the location
would be convenient for shoppers and would
benefit from the traffic, but the location

nearly 1,000 cars. And, in 2015 alone, customers used nearly $117, 000 in PearlBrookpark Car Wash coupons.
Winter (from November to Easter) is
always the business’s peak season, but winters like this one are particularly good for the
Car Wash because each time the weather
warms and the snow melts, people flock to
get their cars cleaned.
In addition to individuals getting their
cars washed, Dan also holds dozens of business accounts that help boost sales. Many of
the local police departments, including
Brooklyn and Brooklyn Heights, use PearlBrookpark for their vehicles. Even the
United States Secret Service has an account.
When asked, though, about the most
unusual or exciting car that came in for a
wash, Dan tells the story of his friend Jerry
who had done car wash maintenance for the
business for many years. When Jerry passed
away, his wife called to say that Jerry had
asked for the hearse carrying his body to go
through the car wash on its way to the ceme-

tery. So the funeral procession stopped at
Pearl-Brookpark and the hearse received a
special wash before heading to Holy Cross
Cemetery.
Dan, who grew up in Fairview Park, got
into the car wash business after he returned
from military service and was working as a
mechanic. His future business partner
offered him a position as manager of his
Fairview Park Car Wash in 1961 and the rest
is history.
Dan now lives in North Olmsted with
his wife Carol whom he met in the 10th
grade. They were married in 1957 in a
Cadillac Seville that he wishes he’d kept.
They have two children, Dan, Jr. and Tracey
and three grandchildren. Dan has the pleasure of working with his son, who will eventually take over the business.
For more information about PearlBrookpark Car Wash visit www.pearlbrookparkcarwash.com; to try their services, use
the coupon in their Old Brooklyn News
advertisement.

Old Brooklyn CDC and Facing History
New Tech team up to increase enrollment
by Jason A. Powers
jasonp@oldbrooklyn.com

Photo by Rosemary Mudry
Dan Spenser Sr., has been the owner of
Pearl Brookpark Car Wash for 50 years.

never took off, so he closed it and continued
to focus on the thriving Pearl Rd. business.
Business at Pearl-Brookpark Car Wash
has continued to be strong in the last thirty
years; the one-day record of cars washed is a
1,975. While that record has stood for a
number of years, just last month, on
Saturday February 20th when temperatures
soared, thirty-seven employees washed

The February edition of the Old
Brooklyn News reported that the Old
Brooklyn
Community
Development
Corporation (OBCDC) is working with
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress (CNP)
and the Cleveland Transformation Alliance
(CTA) to develop a campaign promoting
Facing History New Tech High School
(FHNT) to families of 8th graders.
A grant of $8,000 was awarded to
OBCDC to work with FHNT on these programs and develop a promotion strategy to
ensure that the community is informed about
one of the best school choice options in Old
Brooklyn. The selection of FHNT was
directed by the selection criteria of CNP
which included the requirement that the
partner school be a high performing
Cleveland Metropolitan School District
school in the CDC’s service area.

This spring OBCDC and FHNT will
work together to create a series of evening,
weekend and daytime programs making certain that the programs are accessible by all
families. The events will focus on what
makes FHNT a high-performing school in
Old Brooklyn. Focusing on the national
curriculum model:
Facing History and Ourselves, one
evening program, will bring in educators
from other schools using the same curriculum and show parents how Cleveland has a
public school that offers the same education
pedagogy as those of Hawken, Laurel and
Magnificat in the Greater Cleveland area.
Another evening will focus on the different experiences offered students through
the New Tech model of education. This
model brings technology into the classroom
as well as the home, providing each student
with his/her own laptop in an effort to bridge
igital divide.
See Facing History New Tech page 12

REGAL REALTY, INC.
Your Neighborhood Specialist for

BROOKLYN/OLD BROOKLYN

Thinking of Buying or Selling?
Call us 216-789-0262

ROGER PETERS
OWNER/BROKER.

Serving Brooklyn/Old Brooklyn For over 40 YEARS!!
Family Owned and Operated
www.regalrealtyinc.net

For Results - Call Today
RODGER PETERS
Brooklyn Homeowner

(216) 789-0262

JOHN PETERS
Old Brooklyn Homeowner
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HSOB opens storefront museum
New volunteers are now helping to arrange
and catalog the collection. Richard Safarz, who
retired from a career in store and product display, is giving his time to ensure the attractive
and appropriate display of items. Brooklyn
Presbyterian Church donated the stained glass
window which was above their front door and
other locals have donated equipment, shelving
and additional artifacts.

by Constance M. Ewazen, president
The Historical Society of Old Brooklyn

On November 15th, 1982, when the founding members of The Four Corners Guild (incorporated in 1986 as the Historical Society of Old
Brooklyn/HSOB) first met in the basement of
the former Glenn Restaurant, 4230 Pearl Rd.,
the museum dream was born.
The members began
collecting artifacts in the
hopes that one day someone
would donate a building or
house to them. These items
were initially stored in
members’ homes and other
locations until being consolidated in different rooms
adjacent to the Old
Original article from November 1982 Old Brooklyn News
Brooklyn
Community
Development Corporation’s
To assist in paying rent and operating
offices in the Ameritrust Bank building at the
expenses the HSOB is applying for grants and
corner of Pearl Rd. and Broadview Rd.
selling recent books that it has had published:
Then Pearl Road United Methodist Church
Speaking of Old Brooklyn I, Speaking of Old
(PRUMC) agreed to store these items in a room
Brooklyn II, and Images of America Old
in the attic of the church until a permanent locaBrooklyn. They continue to sell Harry London
tion could be determined. Shelving was
and Fannie May candy bars, 100% of proceeds
installed, used file cabinets were purchased, and
from those books and the candy go towards the
some of the items were moved there. When
operating costs of the museum. Donors can also
OBCDC vacated the bank building in 2011, the
make a tax-deductible contribution at the museremainder of HSOB’s artifacts were moved to
um. In addition, Jim Ptacek has given the
PRUMC’s attic room.
HSOB the opportunity to sell some of his work.
Photo by Sheila Quealy Walter
Some of the items that the HSOB has in its
collection that may interest researchers are:
James Ford Rhodes High School yearbooks
from 1941 to the present; Rhodes Review newspapers from 1944 to 1949; The Brooklyn News
newspapers from 1920 to 1950; and photographs and artifacts from The Glenn Restaurant,
Deaconess Hospital, the Old Brooklyn
Community Theater and the bowling alley
above the former Broadvue Theater.
The Historical Society of Old Brooklyn
Museum is open Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday, from noon until 5 p.m. Anyone can
attend their meetings, which are held five times
a year on the second Friday of every other
month, at Pearl Road United Methodist Church,
4200 Pearl Rd., at 7 p.m. There is a speaker, followed by a business meeting.
A display case at The Historical Society of
The next meeting will be Friday, March
Old Brooklyn Museum 3430 Memphis Ave.
11th, at 7 p.m. Author Alan F. Dutka will speak
The years passed and the collection grew.
about his book, Misfortune on Cleveland’s
The room was nearly full, but no one outside of
Millionaires’ Row. In the meantime, access the
the organization was able to access it. And
organization’s website at:
climbing the stairs to the attic room was becomwww.oldbrooklynhistory.org.
ing more and more of a challenge for many of
the HSOB members.
The Historical Society of Old Brooklyn’s
AMERIFLAG, Inc.
mission is to educate the public, in addition to
3307 Broadview Rd.
collect, preserve, and catalogue items of historical significance. Some of the present members
Over 30 years in Old Brooklyn
realized that if they were going to educate the
public, the group needed a place with high visibility and open access to the public. They also
needed a place where it would be easy for them
Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9 to 5 Sat. 9 to 3
to get to the collection to work on it.
The anticipated December 31, 2015 closing of The Old Brooklyn Cravery, in the strip of
Flags - Flagpoles
stores on the corner of Pearl Rd. and Memphis
& all accesories
Ave., offered an opportunity for the HSOB to
take a leap of faith and open a museum in that
Made in the U.S.A.
space. At the November 2015 HSOB meeting, a
vote was taken to pursue the dream that started
FLY
FLY YOUR
over thirty years ago, and move the collection
FLAG
into the storefront at 3430 Memphis Ave.
EVERY
EVERY
Moving day was January 16, 2016.
Volunteering on that day were Richard and
DAY!
DAY!
Lorene Bowles, Constance Ewazen, Michael
Stachowiak, Vernon Recker, David Garza,
www.ameriflag.com
Janine “H.”, Alex Caraballo, Azrial Caraballo
and Shirley Lazar.

216-661-2608
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Old Brooklyn CDC spurs investment
and strengthens housing values
By Jayme Lucas-Bukszar
jaymel@oldbrooklyn.com
Old Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation, along with developer partners,
has either managed or facilitated the redevelopment of over 40 homes since 2010, resulting
in over $1.9 Million in new investment in the
neighborhood. OBCDC obtains vacant homes
from a variety of sources including the
Cuyahoga County Land Revitalization
Corporation, donations from lenders,
Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s sales, and at times
on the open market.
Most homes purchased are in need of
complete rehabilitation. In some cases,
OBCDC oversees the work with the help of a
general contractor and in other instances
OBCDC sells homes to developers to rehabilitate with a defined scope of work and re-sell to
owner occupant buyers.

OBCDC has found that certain repairs
must be completed in order to bring homes up
to compliance and up to date. These repairs
include installing new roofs, insulation, electrical updates, plumbing and installing new hot
water tanks, to name a few.
Renovations that increase sales prices,
and ultimately housing values, in Old
Brooklyn include kitchen remodels, bathroom
remodels, refinishing hardwood floors, etc.
Adding bathrooms can increase sales prices by
up to 20% in some sections of Old Brooklyn
and the same for finishing attics as master bedroom suites. Contact Jayme Lucas-Bukszar at
216-459-1000 or jaymel@oldbrooklyn.com to
discuss sales trends in your area.
Featured below are pictures of a newly
rehabilitated home located at 6805
Meadowbrook Ave. recently sold by OBCDC.

Before photos by Jayme Lucas Bukszar
6805 Meadowbrook Ave.

After photos by Dave Sharkey

NATIONAL CAR MART
Ohio’s largest wholesale
dealership for over 50 years!
Locally owned & operated
Open to the public with over
400 vehicles being sold each month.

DEPENDABLE ELECTRIC
Is Your Fuse Box Old & Unsafe?
Mike Azzarello Brings You 15 Years’ Experience From the Illuminating Co.
Electrical Installation and Maintenance

$
2013

100



24 HR Service



Free Estimates

Off

New Breaker Box
Offer Expires 12/31/2015

Previous Awards
2006 - 20013



LICENSED



BONDED  INSURED

www.dependableelectric.com

Call

440-845-8661

Commercial
&
Residential
License #35281

9255 Brookpark Rd. Parma, OH 44129
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Brookyn Township young men’s (and other ancestors’) lives impacted by Civil War, Part IX
by Lynette Filips
lynettef@oldbrooklyn.com

Last year’s sesquicentennial observance
of the signing of the peace treaty at
Appomattox Court House in Virginia which
ended the American Civil War is over, but our
series of articles following one of Cleveland’s
first regiments, the Seventh Ohio Volunteer
Infantry (7th OVI), is continuing in 2016.
Some of the eight articles which I’ve
already written are again available for reading
on Old Brooklyn’s new website, www.oldbrooklyn.com. Part I (in the February, 2015
OBN), Part II (in the March, 2015 OBN), Part
III (in the April, 2015 OBN), Part IV (in the
June, 2015 OBN), Part V (in the July, 2015
OBN), Part VI (in the October, 2015 OBN),
Part VII, (in the December, 2015 OBN) and
Part VIII (in the February, 2016 OBN) started
with the North’s organization, training and
deployment of a Union militia after the
Confederate bombing of Fort Sumter in April,
1861. And they’ve subsequently been moving
through the battles in which the 7th OVI
engaged.
Initially committed for three months, the
recruits’ second enlistment was for an additional three years -- if they survived that long
-- of exposure to the reality of war.
The 7th OVI’s first battle was at
Kessler’s Cross Lanes, (now West) Virginia on
August 26th, 1861. It was a terrible defeat.

Road sign in Culpeper County, Virginia

Their second battle was at Kernstown,
Virginia, nineteen miles south of Winchester,
on March 23rd, 1862. Technically a victory for
the Union, 590 men in the 7th OVI were still
killed, injured, captured or missing. And now
Civil War historians view it as a strategic victory for the South.

Their third battle was at Kernstown,
Virginia, the first engagement in what’s now
known as Confederate General Thomas
‘Stonewall’ Jackson’s (Shenandoah River)
Valley Campaign. It was another defeat
Their fourth battle was the Battle of Port
Republic, Virginia, on June 9th, 1862. It was
the last battle of Gen. Jackson’s Valley
Campaign and also another defeat for the 7th
OVI.
Reading notes about these battles and
how time was spent in between the battles, one
could wonder how any of the 7th OVI boys
survived at all. An entry five days before the
battle of Port Republic stated that the
Regiment had marched three hundred miles in
the last twenty-four days.
During the entire march the Regiment
was at half rations,
and some of the soldiers had no shoes
and even no pants!
The day before
Port Republic, their
breakfast consisted of
bread and crackers.
On the day of the
Battle, forty men
were still without
shoes. A notation the
day after the Battle
said that 30% of the Regiment was without
shoes. And yet the very next day, they had to
march forty miles. The pain they must have
experienced from their wounded, bleeding feet
is impossible to comprehend.
An entry on June 17th stated that the
Regiment now consisted of four hundred and
twenty-seven men and thirteen officers, which
was less than half its original strength.
As June of 1862 was drawing to a close,
General James Shields, in consideration of the
Union defeat at Port Republic, was relieved of
his duties with the 7th OVI. Major General
John Pope was given charge of this branch of
the Federal troops, now called the Army of
Virginia.
General William Creighton (from
Cleveland) was obviously still around, as the
notes say that the Regiment bought him a new
horse and saddle
At this time the 7th OVI was in the area of
Manassas Junction (aka Bull Run), Virginia.
They were then ordered to Alexandria,
Virginia, and actually took railroad cars to get
there.

THEATER NOTES
Beck Center
17801 Detroit Ave.
216-521-2540 www.beckcenter.org
Studio Theatre
“Shining ”
Fri., Apr. 1st - Sun., May 1st. Fri. & Sat., 8
pm;| Sun., 3 pm. Tickets: $12 - $31.

First Merit Diamond
Performance at the Connor Palace
“Mamma Mia”
Tues., Mar. 8th - Sun., Mar. 13th. Tues. -Fri.,
7:30 pm; Sat., 1:30 & 7:30 pm; Sun., 1 pm.
Tues. - Fri., 7:30 pm; Sat., 1:30 & 7:30 pm;
Sun., 1 & 6:30 pm. Tickets: $10 - $80.

Cleveland Public Theater (CPT)
6415 Detroit Ave. 216-631-2727, ext. 205
www.cptonline.org
The Parish Hall
“Teatro Publico de Cleveland ”
Thurs., Mar. 10th - Sat., Mar. 19th. Thurs.,
Fri., Sat. & Mon., 7 pm. Tickets: $12 - $25;
Mon/Thurs., $12. Table of 8+ - 20% off.

Ohio Theater
“In the Mood”
(1940s pop music)
Wed., Mar. 23rd - Sat., Mar. 26th.
Performance times at 2 pm & 7:30 pm; vary
with the day. See Playhouse Square web
site. Tickets: $29.50 - $61.50.

Playhouse Square
1501 Euclid Ave. 216-241-6000
www.playhousesquare.org

Kennedy's Theatre
“Flanagan’s Wake”
Now - Sat., Apr. 30th. Fri. & Sat., 8 pm.
Tickets: $26.

Cleveland Play House at Allen Theatre
“Luna Gale”
Now - Sun., Mar. 20th. Tues., 7 pm; Wed.,
Thurs., Fri., 7:30 pm; Sat., 2:30 & 7:30 pm;
Sun., 2:30 & 6:30 pm. Tickets: $20 - $90.
CSU Theater Dept. at Outcalt Theater
in the Allen complex
“Dangerous Liaisons”
Now - Sun., Mar. 6th; Thurs., Fri., Sat., 7:30
pm; Sun., 2 pm. Tickets: $10.
CWRU/CPH MFA class of 2018 at
Helen Rosenfeld Lewis Bialosky Lab Theatre
in the Allen Theatre
“Mary Zimmerman's Metamorphoses”
Wed., Mar. 16th - Sat., Mar. 26th. Wed.,
Thurs. & Fri., 7:30 pm; Sat., 3 & 7:30 pm.
Tickets: $20.

Great Lakes Theater at Hanna Theatre
“And Then There Were None”
(Agatha Christie Murder Mystery)
Now - Sun., Mar. 20th. Wed., Thurs., Fri.,
7:30 pm. Tickets: $15 - $70.
Great Lakes Theater’s Surround
“The Secret Adversary”
A Tommy & Tuppence Adventure
Remaining Cuyahoga County 2016 community venues for this free, original 70-minute
performance -Tues., Mar. 1st, 7 pm, Lakewood Public
Library Main Branch, 15425 Detroit Rd.,
(216-226-8275, ext.127);
Sun., Mar. 6th, 2 pm, Cleveland Heights/
University Heights Library Main Branch,
2345 Lee Rd., (216-932-3600, ext. 1250).

During
July the 7th
OVI had a
few weeks in
t
h
e
Alexandria
camp to rest
and write letters before
moving on.
They were also issued new Springfield rifles to
replace their old flintlock muskets, and reportedly that was a 100% improvement.
As July of 1862 was drawing to a close, a
heat wave was descending on Virginia. Daily
temperatures which were oppressive for anyone were impossibly hot for soldiers in wool
uniforms. The 7th OVI was ordered to join
forces with General Nathaniel Banks in

‘Little’ Washington. (Its real name was
Washington, but it was called ‘Little’ to distinguish it from Washington, D.C., which was 70
miles to the northeast. )
After a combination of railroad and
marching expeditions, the
boys in the 7th OVI reached
their destination on August
1st. The Union forces were
reorganized here, with the
5th, 7th, 29th, and 66th
OVIs joining with the 28th
Penn. and Knapps Battery
(a total of 1800 men).
Brigadier General Erastus
Tyler (from Ravenna) was
sent
to
Washington;
General John Geary from
Pennsylvania replaced him.

For days the heat continued to be suffocating, which severely hindered the speed/
number of miles the boys could march in a
day. One morning they began marching at 4
a.m.; another morning at 6 a.m.
On the morning July 9th, 1862, the men
left Culpeper Court House, Virginia headed for
Orange Court House. Many of them died of
heat stroke along the way. They arrived at
Cedar Mountain at 2:30 in the afternoon, and,
after encountering Confederate troops, they
launched an offensive.
Accounts differ as to the number of soldiers on each side, but they do agree that there
were approximately twice as many
Confederate troops (under the command of
Major General Stonewall Jackson) as there
were newly reorganized Union troops (under
the command of Major General John Pope).
And they agree that the temperature that afternoon was in the neighborhood of 100 degrees
Fahrenheit.
When the Battle of Cedar Mountain was
finished, the 7th OVI had lost more men than
any other regiment on either side. The saga
will continue next month.

Camp scene at Cedar Mountain in Virginia.

SCR volunteer of the month: Rosemary Williams
by Bethany Hicks
Five years ago, Senior Citizen Resources
gained a valuable volunteer named Rosemary
Williams. A passionate Meals on Wheels
deliverer, she expresses her work as “a winwin for everyone. The homebound need social
interaction, and it makes me feel good to be
there, plus it allows me to get physical exercise.”
Rosemary’s volunteering experience at
SCR also includes kitchen work, occasionally
hosting trivia, and collecting money at special
events.
Rosemary’s twenty-one years of employment in the Department of Defense in the U.S.
Navy allowed her to travel far and wide, her
most memorable trip being Hawaii, where she
was able to sightsee with her daughter for a
week.
“We walked Waikiki beach at night, saw
the Pearl Harbor Memorial, shopped for hours
at the International Market Place, and went
snorkeling at 5 a.m.,” Rosemary remembers
fondly.
Throughout her retirement, Rosemary has
had the opportunity to delve into photography,
her artistic outlet of choice. Featured in several art shows, she’s taken Third Place and
Honorable Mention awards, and hopes to get
other seniors involved in creative shows and
projects at the Senior Center.

Rosemary Williams
“I like the fact that we do something special for every holiday at SCR,” Rosemary said,
as many participants don’t have family close
by. “The people are nice and the ladies in the
craft class make and sell some beautiful
things.”
When she isn’t enthusiastically participating at the senior center during the week,
Rosemary might be spending time with her
grandchildren, twins born on November 6,
2013 who are the joys of her life!
Senior Citizen Resources is appreciative
of its volunteers and is in great need of Meals
on Wheels deliverers. Anyone interested in
becoming a volunteer at SCR and making a
difference in the community should contact
Kim Susak at 216-749-5367, ext. 1121.

Speed Exterminating

100 Years in Old Brooklyn

Schedule service at your home or business;
we provide quality, dependable, pest-control service.
Or visit our do-it-yourself store.

Save

10% OFF a one-time initial service or
10% OFF any retail purchase

216-351-2106

4141 Pearl Rd. 1 block north of Broadview Rd.
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FAMILY FUN!
Art House
3119 Denison Ave., 216-398-8556
www.arthouseinc.org
All Ages Family Open Studios - 3rd Sat. of
every month; 1 - 3 pm. Class fee: free. Mar.
19th: Painting, drawing, & collage with new
teaching artist Julia Van Wagenen. Each month
has different theme; make individual pieces or
family art works. Art House provides materials. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
No pre-registration required. Visit website for
other programs or more info.
Children’s Museum of Cleveland
10730 Euclid Ave. 216-791-7114
www.clevelandchildrensmuseum.org
Hours: Mon. - Sun., 10 am - 5 pm. Exhibit
areas close 15 min. prior to Museum closing.
Cost - $7, children age 1 - 12; $6, adults &
children 13 & over; free, under 11 months.
10 Reasons Kids Should Join
Adventure Club Premium
The Adventure Club provides hands-on experiences year-round for kids 12 & younger.
Upgrade child’s experience to a premium
membership for 1 year of exclusive access to
behind-the-scenes activities & events.
Upcoming premium member exclusive events
include:
March – Ranger Headquarters exclusive tour;
April – Outdoor skills workshop;
May – Free round of Foot Golf;
June – Free day at Ledge Pool;
July – Premium member annual party;
August – Free one-hour boat rental;
September – Zoo behind-the-scenes tour;
October – Free hayride ticket;
Upgrade child’s membership to receive more
than $400 worth of events & activities to start
child’s adventure today.
clevelandmetroparks.com/Main/Adventure-Club.
Cleveland Metroparks - Brecksville Nature
Center Rt. 82 entrance 440-526-1012
Nurture with Nature - Thurs., Mar. 10th; 6:30 7:30 pm. Explore nature through books,
games, hikes & other activities. Learn about
amphibians. Register by phone.
Cleveland Metroparks - Brookside Reservation
John Nagy Blvd. (off Ridge Rd.)
216-635-3200
Marsh March - Wed., Mar. 23rd; 6 - 7:30 pm. Join
Naturalist Mark Warman to
explore the constructed wetland
& discover the creatures contained within them. Learn the
extreme benefits these wetlands provide to Big
Creek Watershed.
Cleveland Metroparks - CanalWay Center
E. 49th St. bet. Grant Ave & Canal Rd.
216-206-1000 or clevelandmetroparks.com
Hunt of the Month - Hawks - 9 am - 5 pm;
Sun., noon - 5 pm. Find 20 hidden hawks
around Nature Center & then hike outside.
Morning Movie: - Schoolhouse Rock - Sat.,
March 5th; 9:30 - 11:30 am.
Donut & juice included. Fee $3.
Leprechaun Hunt - Sat., Mar. 12th;
10:30 - 11:30 am or 3:30 - 4:30 pm,
age 3 - 8 with adult. Celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day by hunting leprechauns
hiding among trees near the Center.
Hear story about how leprechauns
gave us trees. Go on short, self-guided hunt &
be rewarded with ‘gold’. Call to register.

Movie Matinee: Bee Movie - Sat., March
19th; 6:30 - 8:30 pm. After this cartoon
adventure, discuss how aspects of the
film compare to the facts of how an
actual hive works. Snacks available for
purchase or bring your own.
Family Movie Night - Fri., March 25th; 7 8:30 pm. Over the Hedge. Snacks available
for purchase or bring own. Registration by
phone or online.
Cleveland Metroparks - Chalet
16200 Valley Parkway, Mill Stream Run
Strongsville 440-572-9990
Tobogganing - Fri., 6 - 10:30 pm; Sat., noon 10:30 pm; Sun., noon - 5 pm.
Adults, $12; children ages 11 &
under, $10. One time ride tickets, $6.
Cleveland Metroparks Hinckley Reservation
Buzzard Roost, at State Rd. & West Dr.
440-526-1012
Return of the Buzzards - Tue., Mar. 15th.
The buzzard watch begins 7 am &
continues until the first buzzard is
spotted & everyone cheers its return.
Last year, the first buzzards were
spotted at 7:44 am. Be sure to bring
cameras & a sense of humor, remember, no one spots a buzzard until the
Official Buzzard Spotter spots one first.
Cleveland Metroparks Lakefront
Reservation 5555 North Marginal Rd.
216-431-3349
Beach Egg Hunt - Sat. March, 26th; 10 - 10:45
am or 1 - 1:45 pm. 12 yrs & under with adult
Fee: $3. Many different types of animals lay
eggs. Learn about a few different egg layers,
join an egg hunt on the beach, then enjoy a
sweet treat Each child should bring a egg hunt
bag. Lower Edgewater Shelter.
Cleveland Metroparks Rocky River Nature
Center/Frostville Museum, Rocky River
Reservation 24000 Valley Pkwy.,
North Olmsted 440-734-6660
History of Maple Sugaring - Sat., Mar. 5th Sun., Mar. 20th, 11 am - 4 pm.
Watch sap being boiled into 100%
pure maple syrup. Guided public
hikes leave Sugarhouse every 20
minutes; last hike leaves at 3:40 pm.
Pancake Breakfast - Sun., Mar. 6th, 13th &
20th; 9 am - 1 pm. Events Barn, 24101 Cedar
Point Rd. (at corner of Lewis Rd.)
Adults - $7; children 10 & under $5. Unlimited pancakes, juice, hot
beverage & sausage. Olmsted
Historical Society is sponsor. Call 216-5013345 or www.olmstedhistoricalsociety.org.for
more info.
Cleveland Metroparks Watershed
Stewardship Center West Creek Reservation
2277 W. Ridgewood Dr. 440-887-1968
Pysanky Egg Workshop - Sat., March 5th; 2 4 pm. Spring is a time of rebirth &
reproduction in nature. Learn about
Ukrainian pysanky eggs & traditions of
egg dying, then try your hand at this
intricate, step-by-step process. 10 yrs &
over with adult. Fee: $5. Register by phone or
online by March 3rd.
Fish of West Creek Drop-By - Sun. March
6th; 1 - 3 pm. Drop-in to learn about fish native
to West Creek. Check out the fish in our tanks
& learn how they fit into their respective
ecosystems.

DEPENDABLE ELECTRIC
Is Your Fuse Box Old & Unsafe?

Hunger Games - Tues., March 29th; 1 - 3 pm.
Center Park Picnic Area. Do you have what it
takes to survive? If you’re a deer, can you find
food, shelter & water? If you’re a mayfly, can
you survive polluted water? Play the Hunger
Games to find out if you’ll survive. Short hike
to follow.
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad
Peninsula Explorer Ride - Rockside Station
800-468-4070 visit www.CVSR.com
Three-hour round trip includes eating Sat. or
Sun. breakfast or lunch riding thru National
Park. Breakfast train departs Rockside Station, 9
am; lunch train departs Rockside Station, 12:45
pm. Tickets: Breakfast: $30, adult; $25, child.
Lunch: $32, adult; $27, child. Scenic trip only:
$18, adult; $13, child ages 3 - 12.
Great Lakes Science Center
601 Erieside Ave. 216-694-2000
www.greatscience.com Winter Hours:
Tues.- Sat., 10 am. - 5 pm. Sun, noon - 5 pm
Daily science demonstrations & programs free
with paid general admission; can be found in
exhibition galleries throughout building. Live
science demonstrations -- Strange Science,
CryoBlast, Electric Madness, Liftoff. General
admission: $15, adults; $12, 2 - 12 years.
General admission & OMNIMAX: $20, adults;
$17, 2 - 12 years. OMNIMAX only: $11,
adults; $9, 2 - $12 years.
Home Depot
homeimproverclub.com/kdsworkshops
Build a Toy Wagon - Sat., Mar. 5th, 9 am noon. Workshops 1st Sat. of very month. Free
hands-on workshops designed for kids ages 5 12 at all Home Depot stores. Children must be
present at store to participate.
International Exposition Center
1 I-X Center Dr.
216-676-6000 www.ixcenter.com
I-X Indoor Amusement Park - Fri., Mar. 25th
- Sun., Apr. 17th; 11 am - 10 pm. Check website for times. Closed Apr. 4, 5, 6, 11, 12 & 13.
Twenty acres of rides, carnival food, entertainment.
Marvelous Mutts Show
(Mar. 25th - 29th), NEW
Xpogo Stunt Team Show ( Mar. 30th - Apr. 3rd)
visit Beach Street complete with a Sea Lion
Splash Show, the ZuZu acrobats, Roberto the
Magnificent, comedian Bill Robison. Box
Office: $22.99 gen’l adm., $75 family fun pack
(4 general admission tickets & parking pass).
Tickets online: $21 over 48”, $19 under 48”.
Children 3 & under free. Seniors 60+ with
photo ID free Mon - Fri.; Sat. & Sun., $10.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center
28728 Wolf Rd.
440-871-2900 www.lensc.org
Open daily: 10 am - 5 pm; free admission.
Adventures with Animals - Sun., Mar. 6th Sun., May 29th; 12:15 pm. Fee: $3/person.
Spend 1/2 hour with some of Center’s favorite
animals & learn what makes them special.
Meet an Animal - Sun., Mar. 6th; Turkey
Vulture, 3 - 4 pm. Fee: $5/person. Learn about
a resident animal’s unique features, diet, habitat & survival tactics & see one
up close.

Eggstravaganza - Fri, Mar. 18th & Sun., Mar.
20th. Ages 1 - 5: noon, 1 & 2 pm. Ages 5 - 8:
3 pm. Sat., Mar. 19th & 26th
& Fri, Mar. 25th: Ages 1- 5:
9, 10 & 11 am, noon, 1 & 2
pm. Ages 5 - 8: 3 pm. Fee:
$7/child.
Egg hunt on
Center’s beautiful grounds; Resident ‘bunnies’
will help & hand out eggscellentprizes. Hunt
will be inside if inclement weather.
Mapleside Farms
294 Pearl Rd. Brunswick
330-225-5577 www.mapleside.com
Winter Concerts in the Barn - Every Fri. now
- Apr. 29th. Doors open 7 pm for online ticket
holders & 7:30 pm for general admission; concerts 8 - 11 pm. Mar. 4th, Liverpool Lads
“Beatles Tribute Band”; $5. Mar. 11th,
Renegade “70’s, 80’s & 90’s Rock”; $5. Mar.
18th, The Breakfast Club “Jimmy Buffet
Tribute Band”; Mar. 25th, Disco Inferno
“Boogie, Disco Party Band”, $8. Beer, wine &
food available. Must be 21 years of age with
valid ID to enter. No food, coolers, chairs, beverages, alcohol, firearms or fireworks permitted on premises.
Michaels
Ridge Park Square, 4798 Ridge Rd.
216-741-1377 www.michaels.com
Kids Club - Every Sat., 10 am - noon. Cost: $2.
Mar. 5th, Potted Craft Cactus; Mar. 12th,
Bunny Frame; Spring Break Edition - Mon. Fri.; 10 am - noon. $2 per project.
Supplies included. Ages 3 & up.
Each session is 30 min. New project
each day. Parent or guardian must
remain on premises. Schedules vary
by school district. See local store
calendar for details. Look online
for more classes & events.

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
Museum
1100 E. 9th St. Rock & Roll Blvd.
216-781-76257 www.rockhall.com
Open every day, 10 am - 5:30 pm;
Wed. until 9 pm. Adults:
$23.50; Greater Cleveland
residents: $19 (440, 441,
442 or 443 zip codes with
ID: seniors (65+) $21.25
(with ID); military: $19 (with
ID); children 9 - 12, $13.75; children 8 &
under, free with purchase of adult admission.

Joyful Keyboard
Learning/playing piano
private sessions
Virginia E. Collins
Piano/Music Instructor

216-398-7743
LTeacherforlife@aol.com
1607 Cook Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44109

LITE and EZ exercise classes
MetroHealth Senior Prime sponsors LITE and EZ exercise classes for people 55 yrs of age
& older. They are one-hour, strengthening & balance classes, 75% sitting & 25% standing. The
entire program can be done sitting.
Class size averages 15 to 20 folks who meet at Estabrook Rec. Center on Mon., Wed. &
Fri. mornings, 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. There is a $2 fee per class or $20 pass for 15 classes.
It is a very supportive & non-competitive group. Each participant is encouraged to work
at his/her own pace. A doctor’s release form can be picked up at MetroHealth Wellness Center
or by stopping by the class at Estabrook. Observe a class at the same time.

Mike Azzarello Brings You 15 Years’ Experience From the Illuminating Co.
Electrical Installation and Maintenance
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CHURCH N OTES
Brooklyn Heights United Church of Christ
2005 West Schaaf Rd. 216-741-2280
Room for rent - bridal & baby showers, birthday parties - handicapped accessible. Call to
schedule.
Cleveland Mass Mob XX
Saint Casimir Church, 8223 Sowinski Ave.
Sunday, Mar. 13th; 11:30 am.
Mary Queen of Peace Church
4423 Pearl Rd. 216-749-2323
First Friday Latin Mass - Fri., Mar. 4th, 8
pm; upper church.
Fish Fry - Fri., Mar. 4th, 11th & 18th; 4:30 - 7
pm. Price: $8 - $9, adults; $6 - $7, seniors &
children; Parish Center cafeteria.
Stations of the Cross - Fri., Mar. 4th, 11th,
18th & 25th, 7 pm; upper church.
Knights of Columbus Cash Bonanza
Breakfasts - Sun., Mar. 6th & 13th, 9:30 am 1 pm. $5 Cash Bonanza ticket includes pancake breakfast; Parish Center cafteria.
"Catholicism 101" - Sun., Mar. 6th, 13th,
20th, 9:45 - 10:30 am; Parish office.
Mary Queen of Peace Seniors - Wed., Mar.
9th, 11:30 am; Marian Lounge.
Notre Dame College Choir at Sat. Vigil Mass
- Mar. 12th, 4:30 pm; upper church.
Men's Prayer Group - Sat., Mar. 12th & 26th,
8:30 am; Parish Center.
Parish Mission with Father Matthew Hincks Sun., Mar. 13th - "Twelve Steps to Friendship
with Your Guardian Angel";
Mon., Mar. 14th - "Mary and the Muslims";
Tues., Mar. 15th - "The Power of the Rosary";
Wed., Mar. 16th - "Three Dimensions of the
Eucharist".
All talks at 7 pm; simple soup supper at 6 pm.
Confessions & rosary precede each talk.
Easter Bunny Breakfast - Sat., Mar. 19th, 9 11 am; Parish Center cafeteria. Call 216-7413685 for tickets. PRICE?
Old Brooklyn Families Group Chili CookOff - Sat., Mar. 19th, 6 pm; Parish Center
upper hall.

Mobile Food Pantry (free produce offered by
Cleveland Food Bank; ) - Sat., Mar. 19th, 9 - 11
am; upper level garages.
Palm Sunday Masses - Sat., Mar. 19th, 4:30
pm; Sun., Mar. 20th, 6:45, 8:30 & 11 am.
Free Community Meal - Sun., Mar. 20th, 1
pm; Parish Center cafeteria.
Blue Army Holy Hour - Sun., Mar. 20th, 2
pm; lower chapel.
Mary Queen of Peace School Living Stations
of the Cross - Wed., Mar. 23rd, 1:45 & 6:30
pm; upper church.
LEAF meeting (Ministry to families who
have loved ones incarcerated) - Wed., Mar.
23rd, 7 pm; Parish Center. Special guest: Judge
Michael Donnelly.
Holy Thursday of the Lord's Supper Bishop Roger Gries, celebrant. Thurs., Mar.
24th, 7 pm. Adoration at Altar of Repose until
11 pm.
Good Friday of the Lord's Passion - Fri.,
Mar. 25th, 3 pm; upper church.
Solemn Stations of the Cross - Fri., Mar. 25th,
7 pm; upper church.
Blessing of Food - Sat., Mar. 26th, 11:45 am &
12:30 pm; upper church.
Easter Vigil - Sat., Mar. 26th, 9 pm.
Easter Sunday Masses - Sun., Mar. 27th,
6:45, 8:30 & 11 am.
Dyngus Day Easter Monday Celebration Mon., Mar. 28th, 8:30 am; Marian
Lounge/lower church.
St. Barbara Church
1505 Denison Ave 216 661-1191
Palm Sunday - Mar. 19th & 20th, Sat, Vigil
Mass, 4:30 pm. Sun., English Mass, 9 am;
Sun, Polish Mass, 11 am.
Good Friday - Mar. 21; Morning Mass, 7:30
a.m.; Tenebrae, 7 pm.
(Tenebrae is a Holy Week devotion which
dates back to the 7th or 8th century & characterized by scripture, hymns & the successive
extinguishing of candles as the service progresses.)

Mar. 22nd - 23rd, Tues. & Wed. Masses, 7:30
am.
Holy Thursday - Mar. 24th, Mass of the
Lord's Supper, 7 pm. Church open until 10 pm.
Good Friday - Mar. 25th, confessions, noon-1
pm; Solemn Services, 3 pm; Stations of the
Cross, 7 pm; confessions after Stations.
Holy Saturday - Mar. 26th, Blessing of Food,
1 pm; Great Vigil of Easter & Mass, 9 pm.
Easter Sunday - Mar. 27th, Mass in English, 9
am; Mass in Polish, 11am.
St. James Lutheran Church
4771 Broadview Rd. 216-351-6499
Presenting The Story - during services Sat., 5
pm & Sun., 8 &10:30 am. The Story presents
the Bible in 31 themes. March topics -- Esther
& Ezra & finish the Old Testament. Everyone
welcome.
Sunday School - 9 am, downstairs in Stohs
Hall. Children 3 years old up thru 8th grade
invited to learn more about Jesus thru many
Bible stories. Use colorful Bible book during
year; children may take home book at end of
year.
Fifty Plus Group - Wed., Mar. 16th; 11:30 am.
Mr. Thomas Strong of Mt. Alverna speaking
about "Hypertension." Anyone at least 50
years old invited.
Two Lenten Services - Wed., Mar. 2nd, 9th &
16th, 10:30 am & 7 pm. Theme is "Living
Lenten Portraits" about some of unknown people in the Passion.
Palm Sunday Service - Sun., Mar. 20th, 10

am, upstairs Gathering Room. Everyone
receives free palm cross. Afterward, Palm
Sunday brunch. Thurs., Mar. 24th Two Maundy Thursday services, 10:30 am &
7:30 pm. Communion served at both services
plus rite of Stripping of Altar at evening service.
Good Friday services - Mar. 25th, noon &
7:30 pm. Choir will sing at evening service
along with Tenebrae service where time of
Jesus' death on cross is recounted.
Easter Services - Sat., Mar. 26th, 5 pm &
Sun., Mar. 27th - 8 & 10:30 am. Continental
breakfast, 9 - 10 am in Gathering Room.
Everyone invited.
St. Mark Lutheran
4464 Pearl Rd. 216-749-3545
Rummage Sale - Sat., Mar. 5th; 8 am - noon.
The House of Glory International Church
2337 Broadview Rd. 216-661-2080
Youth Bible Study - every 1st & 3rd Fri., 5 6:30 pm; free. Everyone age 13 - 23 welcome.
Visit www.thehouseofglory.net for more info.
Unity Lutheran Church
4542 Pearl Rd. 216-741-2085
Maundy Thursday - Mar. 24th, 7 pm;
Worship with Holy Communion.
Good Friday - Mar. 25th, 7 pm, Tenebrae
Service.
Easter Sunday - Mar. 27th, 7 am, Sunrise
Service at Lutheran Cemetery, 4566 Pearl Rd.;
9:30 am & 7 pm, worship service at Unity.

SENIOR NOTES
Volunteer Drivers & Runners needed for
Meals on Wheels - Senior Citizen Resources.
We deliver Mon. -Fri. to Old Brooklyn residents. Call Kim Susak, 216-749-5367, with
any questions.
Free Groceries & Delivery for Low Income
Seniors - Low income seniors over 60 & individuals with mobility challenges living in Old
Brooklyn or Brooklyn Centre may qualify for
monthly delivery of free groceries from All
Faiths Pantry. Call 216-496-4329 for info.

Single Seniors Meetings
Zabor’s Community Center, 5666 Pearl Rd.; 7
pm, 2nd & 4th Sun. of every month.
Southwest widowed, divorced or separated
Christian group. Make new friends. Call 440888-3316 for more info.

Our Churches Welcome You
If your Church would like to be included in this ad or if changes in this ad are desired, PLEASE CALL Sandy at 216-459-0135

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC

LUTHERAN cont’d

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church

Contemporary 10:30 am. Sun. School 10:30 am.
Reverend Pastor: David Bennett
DrMartinLuther@hotmail.com

4600 State Rd. Phone: 216-741-7979
Deacon: Joseph Hnat, 216-233-4118.
Pastor: Fr. Marek Visnovsky
Divine Liturgies: Sat. Vigil, 4 pm.; Sunday,
10 am; Holy days, 9 am. Crystal Chalet
Phone: 216-749-4504 www.stmarybyz.com
School #: 216-749-7980 Pre-School #: 216-351-8121
EVANGELICAL

Gateway Church Old Brooklyn

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Scranton & Seymour Ave. Phone: 216-781-9511
Pastor: Rev. Horst Hoyer
German Worship: Sun. 9 am. English 10:30 am.

Parma Evangelical Lutheran Church
5280 Broadview Rd. (North & Tuxedo Ave.)
Phone: 351-6376 Pastor: Donald E. Frantz II
Sunday Worship 10:20 am Sat. 5:15 pm.
Sunday School: 9 - 10 am. Coffee, 8:30 am.

Rhodes High School, 5100 Biddulph Ave.
Pastor: Tony Loseto
Phone: 216-302-4409
Sun. mornings 10:30 am.
St. James Lutheran Church
Community group meetings throughout the
4771 Broadview Rd. Phone: 216-351-6499
week. www.gatewaychurcholdbrooklyn.com
Pastor: Paul W. Hoffman. Sun. Worship: 8 &
Gospel Christians Church
10:30 am / Sat. Serv: 5 pm. Sun. School &
4780 W. 11th St. & Schaaf Rd; Phone: 216-459-2855 Bible Class: 9:15 am. stjamescleve.com
Pastor: Will Rothensbusch
Sunday Worship: 11 am., Sun. School & Adult
St. Mark EV Lutheran Church
Bible Study: 10 am. For info. re: weekday meet- 4464 Pearl Rd. Phone: 216-749-3545
ings call secretary @ 440-234-9652. All wel- Pastor: Stephen Shrum. Sun. Worship:
come, God Bless.
Traditional 10 am. & Contemporary 11:30 am.
& Wed., 6 pm. Sun School & Adult Bible
Grace Church
Study, 8:45 am.
2503 Broadview Rd. & W. 28th St.; 216-661-8210
Pastor: Charlie Collier
Unity Lutheran Church
Sunday: Prayer 9 am. Sun. Worship 10 am.
4542 Pearl Rd. 216-741-2085.
Daily Lunch & Activities for Kids & Adults, Rev. Peeter Pirn
11:30 - 1:30 (Mon. - Fri.) June - Aug.
Sunday Worship: 9:30 am. & 7 pm.
Wed. Family Night, dinner & classes resume Sunday School & Adult Bible Study: 11 am.
Sept. Website:graceoldbrooklyn.org
unity-lutheran.org twitter.com/@unitycleveland
LUTHERAN

Dr. Martin Luther Evangelical
Church
4470 Ridge Rd. Phone: 216-749-5585
Traditional Service 9 am.
contd’

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Institute Of Divine Metaphysical Research
4150 Pearl Rd. Free Public Lectures.

Phone: 216-398-6990 www.idmr.net
Sun.: 11 am. - 1 pm., Mon. & Wed.: 7-9
pm. All invited & encouraged to attend!
POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC

St. Mary’s Church
5375 Broadview Rd at Wexford, Parma
Pastor: Rev. Jason Soltysiak
Phone: 216-661-9246 Sunday Masses: 9 am.
English, 11 am. Polish/English Holydays: 10 am.
Sunday School: 10 am. www.stmaryspncc.com
ROMAN CATHOLIC

Mary Queen of Peace

4423 Pearl Rd. Phone: 216-749-2323
Pastor: Fr. Douglas Brown
Masses: Sat., 4:30 pm. Sun., 8:30 & 11 am. &
Children’s Liturgy Sun.11am. Weekday Masses:
Mon- Sat 8 am. mass. www.maryqop.org

St. Barbara Church

1505 Denison Ave. Phone: 216-661-1191
Pastor: Fr. Joseph Hilinski. - Masses: Sat., Vigil
4:30 pm. Sun., 9 am English, 11 am. Polish.
Confessions: Sat., 3:45 - 4:15 pm. Weekday
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 am.
www.tinyurl.com/SaintBarbara

St. Leo The Great

4940 Broadview Rd. Phone: 216-661-1006
Pastor: Fr. James P. Schmitz
Masses: Sat., 4 pm. Sun., 8 & 10 am. & 12 noon,
children’s Liturgy of the Word, Sun. 10 am.
Mon - Thurs 7:30 am, Fri. 8:30 am, confessions
2:45 - 3:30 pm. Sat. www.leothegreat.org

St. Thomas More Church

4170 N. Amber Dr. Phone: 216-749-0414
Pastor: Rev. William Bouhall
Masses: Sat. 4:30 pm; Sun 8 & 10 am, 12 pm.
Weekday: Mon - Fri, 7 & 8:15 am, Sat. 8:15 am.
Holy Days: Eve of Holy Days: 6 pm. Holy
Days: 7, 8:15 & 11:15 am & 7pm.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

Brooklyn Seventh-day Adventist
Church
4651 State Rd, Phone: 216-398-3844
Pastor: Laszlo Hangyas. Sat. Worship: 11:30
am., Sabbath school, 10 am. Radio, Wed.
8:30 - 9 pm. 1220 AM. brooklynohiosda.org
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Archwood United Church of Christ
An Open & Affirming, Just Peace Community
2800 Archwood Ave, 216-351-1060
Pastoral Care: Rev Wayne Brass
Sun. Services & Sunday School 11 am.
archwooducc.org

Brooklyn Heights U.C.C.
Pastor: Rev. Kenneth Morris
2005 W. Schaaf Rd. Phone: 216-741-2280
Nursery with adult supervision
Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 am.
All are welcome.

Brooklyn Trinity U.C.C.
8720 Memphis Ave: Phone: 216-661-0227
Pastor: Sue Tamilio
Sunday School & Worship: 10:30 am.
UNITED METHODIST

Pearl Rd. United Methodist Church
4200 Pearl Rd. Phone: 216-661-5642
Pastor: Dr. Ivy Smith
Sunday Worship 10 am.
Free hunger meals 2nd Thurs., 6 pm.
& last two Sun., 5 pm.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
HEATING
CAMPBELL HEATING & AIR COND.
CO. Repairs & installation. Furnaces & AC
units. Hot water tanks, humidifiers, air cleaners & chimney liners. Licensed, bonded,
insured; senior discounts. 216-252-8292.
APPLIANCE REPAIR
REPAIR
METRO APPLIANCE REPAIR. Low service charge, senior & military discounts;.
Washers, dryers, ranges, refrigerators & dishwashers etc. All work guaranteed. Call 216741-4334.
DEMOLITION/HAULING
HAULING - ALL TYPES. Garage demolition. Call Richard’s, 216-661-7608.
EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE
JOE OLDJA
REPAIRS & REBUILDS - chimney, steps,
roofs, gutters, siding, garage roofs, concrete
repairs. All work guaranteed. Free estimates.
Call 440-243-2134. No Sunday calls.
GUTTERS
MONDE
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Seamless gutters/gutter toppers. Call John,
216-906-1448.
HANDYMAN
AFFORDABLE HANDY HANDS - No job
too small. Residential/Commercial. Repair &
new construction. Siding, carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical, carpet, concrete, windows/doors & more. Call 216-389-7588.
LANDSCAPING
CHRIS - ISH’S LAWN CARE - Grass cutting, edging, weed trimming, Prices starting
@ $20. We also offer spring clean-up, senior
& veteran discounts. Call 440-667-5799.
DESIGNED LANDSCAPING BY OSH.
Most of your needs. Light tree work, shrubs,
mulch & topsoil, edging, low voltage lighting,

garden ponds, patios. Spring clean-up. Home
216-398-9868. Business, 216-402-2861
Senior discounts.
GREEN TEAM LANDSCAPING - Weekly
lawn maintenance, edging, mulch, flowers,
senior discounts, no job too small. 216-7499772.
HEDGEMAN TRIMMING SERVICES.
For all your trimming needs. We provide the
following services. Free estimates, hedge
trimming, weeding, mulching, light landscaping, low cost. For spring clean-up call Joe at
216-906-1963.
ODOR REMOVAL
REMOVAL
HOME OR OFFICE ODOR REMOVAL
SERVICE / DEODORIZE. Cat urine
removal, pet odors, mold, sick rms., smoke
odors - fire or cigarette. Call 440-256-6242.
PAINTING
MAKKOS PAINTING & DECORATING.
Interior and Exterior painting - ceiling and
drywall repairs - staining - ceiling texturing faux finishes - quality work guaranteed- free
estimates, insured. Call Jeff Makkos, 440625-0718.
PLUMBING
A1 AFFORDABLE PLUMBING. All
plumbing problems. Water heaters, gas lines,
sewers and drains. 216-688-1288.
RETIRED PLUMBER - Looking for extra
income. Been plumbing since the mid 80’s.
On call 24hrs. - 7 days a week. We’ll beat all
competor rates. Call 216--970-1372.
SOUTH HILLS HARDWARE. Complete
plumbing services. Hot water tanks installed.
Drains cleaned. 216-749-2121.
TREE SERVICE
SERVICE
TREE SERVICE. Cut down trees, stump
removal. Free estimates. Call Richard’s, 216661-7608.

COMMUNITY MEETINGS
Brooklyn Centre Naturalists - 2016 Annual
meeting. Sunday, March 13th, Art House,
3119 Denison Ave. 1 - 3 pm. Members
decide priorities & put together a calendar of
events, as well as BCN's plan for the yr.
Email bcnaturalists@gmail.com or call
Gloria Ferris, 216-351-0254 with questions.
All welcome.
Brooklyn-Cleveland Kiwanis meeting - every
Tues., noon - 1:30 pm, Golden Corral, 8676
Brookpark Rd.
Brooklyn Genealogy Club meeting - Sun.,
Mar. 20th, 2 pm. Brooklyn Fire Station
Community Room (located in rear, near parking lot entrance), 8400 Memphis Ave., at
Roadoan. Anyone interested in genealogy
welcome; refreshments provided. Contact
BGC Secretary Sue Hill, 440-865-0402, for
more info.

Second District Police Community
Relations meeting - Tues., Mar. 8th (& every
second Tues.), 7 pm, Applewood Center, 3518
W. 25th St.
Southwest Citizens Area Council meeting Thurs., Mar. 3rd (& every first Thurs.), 7 pm,
Gino’s, 1314 Denison Ave.
Ward 12 Democratic Club meeting - Wed.,
Mar. 9th; 7:30 pm. Veterans Hall, E. 61st St.
& Fleet Ave, enter on E. 61st St. Parking on
side of building. Topic: To
give candidates
another chance
to meet voters
before Primary
Election.

Historical Society of Old Brooklyn - Friday,
Mar. 11th, 7 p.m, Pearl Rd. United Methodist
Church, 4200 Pearl Rd. (Use rear entrance,
off parking lot.) Author Alan F. Dutkal
speaking about his book Misfortune on
Cleveland's Millionaires' Row. Call Constance
Ewazen, 216-398-8969, for more info.
Laurel Garden Club - Mar. 8th, 7 pm. news.
Community Room, rear of Brooklyn Fire
Station, 8400 Memphis Ave. Organizational
meeting to plan activities for upcoming year.
Refreshments. All welcome.
Old Brooklyn Crime Watch meeting Thurs., March 10th. Unity Lutheran Church,
4542 Pearl Rd. Call Barb Spaan, 216-4591000, for more info.

CLASSIFIED
FOR RENT
2 BDRM. UPSTAIRS - 5 rms., appliances.
Utilities not inc., no pets. $500 mn. + security
deposit. Call 216-258-5868.

Class 1 Pavers &
Remodelers

“NOBODY BEATS
OUR PRICES”
KITCHEN & BATHS
Residential Driveways
Asphalt, Concrete & Masonry
Roofing, Siding, Gutters, Windows
Porch Repair

216-397-6349
Great financing

STOREFRONT / OFFICE - 2227 Broadview
Rd. Available for tax season. Call John 216905-6328.

ONE, TWO & THREE BDRM. APT. FOR
RENT - from $300 - $600 mn. No pets. Call
John 216-905-6328.

School registration information

March into Kindergarten Campaign
Parents of children who'll be attending
kindergarten or a new school this fall need to
register with their school districts now so
parents, children, teachers & schools are
prepared & children get the best start in
school. Families can call United Way's 2-1-1
to connect with their local school district &
log onto www.marchintokindergarten.com
for information on what they'll need to register, local school district contacts & tips on
preparing their children for a new school
experience.
Mary Queen of Peace School
Preschool - grade 8. Cleveland Scholarship
& Tutoring vouchers accepted for K - 8.
Applications in school office. Student
Shadow days welcome! County vouchers
OK for Preschool. Stop by for a tour or call
216-741-3685 Mon. - Fri., 7:30 - 3:30. Visit
mqpschool.com or school’s Facebook page
for more info.
St. Leo Preschool
Preschool, 4940 Broadview Rd. 2nd flr of
the St. Leo Parish Community Center.
Licensed & operated under the Ohio
Department of Education. Preschool is a
skill development & preK program. Parttime & full day classes for 3 & 4 yr olds.
Extended care is available. Child must be 3
yrs old by Sept. 30th. $50 registration fee.
County Vouchers are accepted. Call 216661-5330 to register or schedule a tour.
St. Leo the Great School Registration
St. Leo the Great School, 4900 Broadview
Rd. K thru grade 8 - Licensed & operated
under the Ohio Department of Education &
Catholic Diocese of Cleveland. Children
must be 5 yrs old by Sept. 30th to be eligible

for a full day Kindergarten. $50 registration
fee. Cleveland Scholarships accepted.
Registration forms available at the School &
Rectory office. New students in grades 1 - 8
must also bring a copy of their most recent
report card. Extended care is available. Call
216-661-2120 or 216-661-1006 to register
or
schedule
a
tour.
Visit
www.leothegreat.org for more info.
St. Mary Byzantine Preschool & Pre-K
St. Mary Byzantine, 4600 State Rd. Program
licensed under the Oho State Department of
Education. We follow the curriculum set up
by the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland. Parttime & full time classes for 3 & 4 yr olds.
Extended care available. Registration fee
$50. County vouchers accepted. Call 216351-8121 for more info.
St. Mary Byzantine School Registration
St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Elementary
School, 4600 State Rd., accepting applications for preschool - grade 8. Before/after
school services available; also daycare when
school’s not in session, (inc. summer).
FREE tuition possible for every family
through Cleveland Scholarship & Tutoring
Program. School program includes technology instruction in new computer lab,
enhanced learning through use of interactive
Smart Boards, instrumental music & art
instruction, CYO athletic options, & much
more. Call 216-749-7980 or visit
www.smbyz.org for more info.
West Side Ecumenical Ministry (WSEM)
Enrolling for Early Childhood Education.
Early Head Start, Head Start & Universal
Pre-Kindergarten for children ages birth age 5. Offers home-based program to meet
needs of area families. Free services to eligible families; also accepts county vouchers.
comprehensive services to meet educational,
health, dental, nutritional, social, mental
health & any special needs of children.
Several program options & locations.
Contact recruitment hotline, 216-961-2997
for more info.

LENTEN
LENTEN
American Legion Post 469, 4910 Memphis
Ave., Fri., Mar. 4th - 25th. Dine in 5 - 8 pm.
Dinners - $8.50; inc. 2 lg. pieces battered fish,
fries, cole slaw, roll & butter. Pierogis extra.
Call 216-741-1880 for take-out.

Brooklyn Historical Society - Members only
event this month.
Cleveland Republican Organization meeting - Tues., Mar. 8th (& every second Tues.),
7 pm, Brooklyn Hts. UCC, 2005 W. Schaaf
Rd. Call 216-924-9419 for more info.
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Dr. Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 4470 Ridge Rd., Brooklyn. Fri., Mar.
4th &11th; 4:30 - 7 pm. Walleye, cod, shrimp,
pierogi, cabbage & noodle dinners, $6 - $10;
sides, $1.25 - $5. Take-out available. Call 216749-5585 for more info.
Maennerchor, 4515 State Rd., Fridays, 4 - 8:30
pm. Fish, shrimp, scallops, schnitzel, bratwurst,
pierogis, potato pancakes, German potato salad.
All dinners include bread & butter & choice of
potato salad or french fries & apple sauce,
coleslaw or salad. $8 - $12. Specials every Fri.
Prime rib on 1st Fri. of the month. Call 216741-7728 for more info.
Mary Queen of Peace Church, 4427 Pearl
Rd., Parish Center cafeteria. Fri., Mar. 4th 18th; 4:30 - 7 pm. Breaded baked fish, nonbreaded fish, homemade pierogi, battered
shrimp with choice of two sides. Dinners - $8
& $9, adults; $6 & $7, children & seniors.
Eat-in or take-out.

St. Leo’s, Lux Hall, 4900 Broadview Rd., Fri.,
Mar. 4th - 18th; 4:30 - 7 pm. Dinners $8 &
$10. Four dinner selections: baked seasoned
fish, fried fish, shrimp & pierogi, combo dinner. Dinners include main entrée, choice of
fries or baked potato, cole slaw, roll & butter.
Also fish sandwich platters, kids’ meals, a’ la
carte items inc. macaroni & cheese, pizza, cabbage & noodles & dessert. Dine-in or take-out.
Call 216-661-1006 for more info.
St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church, The
Crystal Chalet Banquet Hall, 3600 Biddulph
Ave. Fri., Mar. 4th & 11th; 4 - 7 pm. Fish dinners, deep-fried $8, baked $9, shrimp dinners
$9, & pierogi dinners $7. All dinners served
with french fries, coleslaw & applesauce.
Bakery available for purchase. Eat-in or takeout. Call 216-749-7980 for more info.
St. Rocco’s, Parish Hall, 3205 Fulton Rd, Fri.,
Mar. 4th & 11th; 5 pm - 8 pm. Meals inc. baked
cod, fried flounder, fried shrimp or pierogi dinner. Sides: coleslaw, fries or pierogies &
dessert. Children's meals inc. one fried fish or
mac n' cheese, side of fries or pierogies &
dessert. Take-out & a’ la carte available. Call
216-961-8331 for pricing & more info.
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Bank building from
front page potential of the
neighborhood, but the
process that led to redevelopment also brings to light
the arduous path many
buildings take to reinvestment.
“Old Brooklyn is a
great place to grow a business,” said Cleveland City
Councilman Kevin J.
Kelley. “When considered
in relation to the Pearl Rd.
Proposed interior view of Pearl Street Savings Bank lobby, 4175
streetscape and other planned
Pearl Rd.
projects, we are poised for
Buckeye Family Dental sat down to ensure that
growth.”
the desires of the neighborhood were met
Although passers-by may not see visible
through any plans. The property owners investprogress for many months, the redevelopment
ed in the building to make it weather-tight and
of the property will begin immediately, with the
safe. Throughout 2015 both entities worked colfinal pieces being completed over a couple
laboratively to achieve the shared vision of a
years. Immediate steps include historic review
proper redevelopment.
for tax credit evaluation, finalization of conAlthough many shared the vision of a
struction plans and financing.
restored
historic property, no realities of develThe bank building, the longtime home of
opment had been explored: what could fit into
Old Brooklyn Community Development
the space, what was the condition of the strucCorporation on both the third floor and in a
ture, were any of the systems reusable, what is
street level space, has a storied history.
the condition of the roof, and what would all of
Construction originally began in 1923, and
this construction cost? Without any of that inforwhen finished in 1924, it was designated the
mation, the property would likely have
Best Small Commercial Building Erected in
remained vacant for years.
Cleveland that year. The architects on the projOBCDC applied for and received a grant
ect were Hubbell and Benes, who designed sevthrough
the Department of Economic
eral other notable Cleveland properties, includDevelopment
at the City of Cleveland to explore
ing the West Side Market, the Cleveland
those physical and financial aspects. Working
Museum of Art, and the Wade Memorial Chapel
with architects and construction companies that
in Lake View Cemetery.
specialize in real estate projects blending hisAlthough owned by a trust related to Key
toric preservation and modern amenities,
Bank, the building had been occupied by U.S.
OBCDC finalized a realistic plan. The resulting
Bank since 1982. Star Bank was in the main
blue print identified the cost structure, condition
bank space prior to US Bank, but the longest
of the building, analysis of the systems, and an
tenant was Cleveland Trust, which eventually
estimate of potential end uses.
became Ameritrust.
Using that information, OBCDC was able
Vacated in October 2011 by U.S. Bank
to
craft
a redevelopment financial projection to
(and earlier in that year by OBCDC), the bank
determine a project’s feasibility. When Ariel
building suffered significant damage in January
Ventures first viewed the property, that plan was
2012 after pipes burst in a men’s restroom on the
instrumental in allowing the developer to envitop floor. Most of the historic elements on the
sion a realistic proposal.
top floor and mezzanine were destroyed, but the
In addition to the acquisition of the properclassic banking lobby was spared.
ty
at
4175 Pearl Rd., Ariel Ventures secured a
Beginning in the fall of 2014, OBCDC
permanent easement and parking agreement for
began an aggressive pursuit of development
a portion of the parking lot north of the dental
with the property owner at the time, Buckeye
clinic which Buckeye Family Dental owns.
Family Dental. At that point, OBCDC and
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Facing History New Tech from page 6
FHNT is the only CMSD school where
each student is guaranteed a laptop and has
full ownership of it. Upon graduation students can buy their lap top for $1 for future
education use. Students use technology and
work in groups or teams, mimicking the type
of environment most adults face in their
workplaces. This unique format of teaching
created stronger bonds between students and
results in an environment where collaboration
is a default, not special circumstance.
Opened in 2012, Facing History New
Tech is the only school of its kind in the
United States. Combining the “Facing
History and Ourselves” curriculum and the
project-based learning of the New Tech network at this school is proving to be a model of
success.
The Facing History and Ourselves curriculum looks at how the choices of individuals can impact history and how one person’s
actions can impact a generation. Students
study the Civil Rights Movement, the
Holocaust and more recent events of genocide
and race in our world. It centers on the idea
that students must engage civically and, if
empowered, can impact their world.
As a new school FHNT has accomplished strong successes in a short time period. Seventy percent of 12th graders, its first
class, have already been accepted to college

and the remaining thirty percent have applied
or are planning to attend technical and trade
schools.
Many Cleveland parents have missed
FHNT’s unique curriculum and successful
academics because the school is not very well
known. “When we get the parents or students
in to see our school, almost every single one
enrolls,” FHNT Principal Marc Engoglia stated. The issue is promotion and awareness of
the school, something which is hurt by its
somewhat complicated name, location within
another school, and relative newness.
The programming put together by FHNT
and OBCDC and supported by Cleveland
Neighborhood Progress will give parents multiple chances throughout the spring to learn
about the school and see the difference
between FHNT and other options.
Coupled with the programming will be
the training of student ambassadors to use
social media to promote Old Brooklyn and
FHNT to the region.
As part of the What’s Your Old Brooklyn?
campaign during 2016, these student ambassadors will join events throughout the community and use Instagram, Facebook, Twitter
and Snapchat to share what’s happening here.
For more information about Facing
History New Tech High School contact Kim
Wheeler, Campus Coordinator, at kim.wheeler@ntfh.cmsdnet.net.

Old Brooklyn ALIVE WITH CIVIC PRIDE
Shop your local businesses

SOUTH HILLS HARDWARE
(Corner of Tuxedo Ave. & Schaaf Road)
224 Brookpark Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44109

216-749-2121

Sunday, March 13th

Adam Cook

