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September 22, 2019
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Join us for a Safari-themed Awareness Party  
with 3,000 of your closest friends! 

Down Syndrome
Awareness Walk

WISCONSIN'S FIRST AND LARGEST  
DOWN SYNDROME AWARENESS WALK

PLUS DOWN SYNDROME 
AWARENESS PARTY  

AND THE "21" SHOWCASE!
#dsawzoofari



JOIN US FOR A SAFARI- THEMED  
DOWN SYNDROME  

AWARENESS PARTY!
Join us for a GIANT safari-themed 
Down Syndrome Awareness 
Party with more than 3,000 of 
your closest friends! Not only 
do we WALK in honor of our 
friends with Down syndrome, 
but we throw the PARTY of the 
year to celebrate them.

Don't miss this very special chance to show the world 
how amazing your loved one is. Invite your friends and 
family, and get ready for the best day of the year! If you 
thought last year was amazing, then you definitely don't 
want to miss this year.

Do you enjoy the Down 
Syndrome Association of 
Wisconsin's programs and 
services that take place all 
year long? Programs like 
Parent's First Call, Medical 
Outreach, Educational 
Programming, DSAW-
Family Services, and programs like Motor 
Skills, Tween Club, Young Leaders, and Cooking with 
the Kiddos? Then NOW is your time to give back! The 
majority of these programs are fully funded by donations 
from this annual Awareness Walk. Thank you in advance 
for helping individuals with Down syndrome exceed 
expectations and live amazing lives!



Event Details

FAMILY FESTIVAL
Join us for the BIGGEST Down Syndrome Awareness 
Party EVER in Southeastern Wisconsin. Party will include 
music, carnival games, inflatables, rock climbing wall, 
raffles, statewide resource booths, THE "21" SHOWCASE 
(ALL ages welcome to walk the red carpet), amazing 
prizes, and MORE! Don’t forget to join us for snacks 
beginning at 10:30am. Note that we will NOT offer a full lunch this year due to 
changes in the Zoo's policies. 

21 SHOWCASE & AWARDS CEREMONY
Help us kick off the walk at 12:30pm with the Down 
Syndrome Awareness Walk Master of Ceremonies, Vince 
Vitrano, Today’s TMJ4 Morning News Anchor. We will 
host our "21" Showcase where individuals with Down 
syndrome of ALL ages will get a chance to walk the red 

carpet in front of their family and friends. We will then announce the winners of 
our raffles, and we will award prizes to our Top 5 Fundraising Teams! 

23RD ANNUAL DOWN SYNDROME AWARENESS WALK
The 23rd Annual Statewide Down Syndrome Awareness 
Walk will be held rain or shine at 1:00pm. This is a 
leisurely stroll through the Milwaukee County Zoo. 
Rollerblades, skates, and pets are strictly prohibited. 
After the walk begins, feel free to explore the Milwaukee 
County Zoo using your included all-day access pass!

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: LAUNCH A VIRTUAL TEAM
Back by popular demand, this year we will again offer 
the option to register as a “virtual” walker. When you 
sign up for this option, you receive a t-shirt and you 
commit to run or walk in honor of your loved one with 
Down syndrome. Your activity can be any distance you 
want: 3.21 miles or laps around your block, 321 yards 

or 21 miles. Get creative and have fun! Whether you’ve moved away from 
Wisconsin, will be on vacation, or want to support your loved one who lives in 
Wisconsin, our community extends far beyond our state’s borders.  
 

LOCATION
Milwaukee County Zoo (Areas #1 & #2: Oak Grove and Maple Cove)
10001 W Bluemound Rd, Milwaukee, WI 53226
Please let the parking attendant know how many children and adults are in your car 



SCHEDULE
Walk Registration  

Begins 
10:00 am 

Family Festival & 
Snacks Served 

10:00 am - 1:00 
pm

Raffles Close 
12:15pm

21 SHOWCASE  
& Award 

Ceremony 
12:30 pm

Walk Begins 
1:00 pm

Why Form  
a Team?

It’s the perfect way to celebrate your 
loved one with Down syndrome. This 
day, this walk, and this team are all for 
them!

You get to participate in the BIGGEST 
Down Syndrome Awareness party 
EVER in Southeastern Wisconsin. Trust 
us, you don’t want to miss it!

Your team can be as large or as small 
as you want. Your team can have 2 
people, 200 people, or 2,000 people! 
Invite your friends, family, neighbors, 
coworkers, church family, or rotary club 
to join in the fun. 

You don’t even have to be present to 
form a team! When you sign up as a 
"Virtual" Walker, you commit to run or 
walk in honor of your loved one with 
Down syndrome. Then, post photos of your walk/run on DSAW’s Facebook Page! 
Register by August 31st and we’ll try our best to send you your t-shirt by September 
22nd so you can participate from afar. This is a great way to show support for your 
loved one with Down syndrome, even if you cannot be physically present with us on 
walk day. 

Your fundraising changes lives. Although fundraising is optional, the difference 
you make in the lives of more than 5,500 families across the state is tremendous. 
Whether you raise $10 or $10,000, YOU are making a difference for people with 

Down syndrome and their families in Wisconsin. Some teams 
choose to fundraise a LOT and compete for our top fundraising 
prizes (which are amazing, by the way), and some teams 
choose to fundraise just a little bit. Just remember, fundraising 
does not have to be scary! Most people are happy to give to a 
cause that is important to you and your family.  

Why form a team? Because it takes a village to raise a child. 
When you invite someone to join your team, it’s one more 
way of saying “thank you” -- “thank you for supporting my 
loved one with Down syndrome!”



How to Recruit Team Members
Make a list of people you know best. Start with your 
family, close friends, and work outwards to neighbors, 
coworkers, and friends from your place of worship.  

Ask the people on your list to join your team! Ask them 
in person, through e-mail, snail-mail, phone, or any 
other medium. When asking, explain to them why it’s 
important to you and your family, and let them know 

how FUN the walk is (they won’t want to miss our Family Festival & 21 Showcase!). 
Individuals who cannot be present at the walk can still sign up to be a virtual walker. 
They will receive a shirt, and commit to walk or run in honor of your loved one.

Encourage your team to fundraise. Let them know how thankful you are that they’ve 
chosen to walk in honor of your loved one. Encourage them to fundraise by giving 
them a sample fundraising letter (see below for an idea!) and a picture of your loved 
one that they can send out to their network. Ultimately, this process is not just about 
fundraising: it’s about spreading awareness and acceptance of people with Down 
syndrome.

How to Raise Funds
Fundraising is scary to many people, but it doesn’t have to 
be! It can be as simple as sending an email and posting on 
social media. Try using this template to ask for donations 
from your friends and family:

“Dear Friends,

This year, my family has formed a team for the 23rd Annual Down 
Syndrome Awareness Walk, which will be held on September 22, 
2019. The goal of the Walk is to spread awareness and acceptance 
of Down syndrome throughout Wisconsin, and to raise funds for the 
Down Syndrome Association of Wisconsin's life-changing programs 
and services. As you may know, this cause is very important to us! [insert personal story]

Would you consider joining our team and/or making a donation to support our team and [insert 
name of loved one with Down syndrome]? Your donation will have a large impact on thousands 
of lives in Wisconsin. Please forward this email to your friends and family, too! 

Use this link to join our team and make a donation: [insert personal link]

Thank you for supporting Down syndrome awareness!
[Your name]”

For more resources, download our Team Captain Packet at www.dsaw.org/zoowalk



2019 Walk Team Incentives
We are excited to introduce our NEW Team Incentive Program! Your team can 
accumulate incentives when you register, fundraise, and recruit additional team 

members. In addition, Top Fundraising Teams will receive one of each prize, plus a 
special top funder pin for all team members and one awareness hat for the team 

captain. First Place team will also get a picture of their loved one on the 2020 billboard.

Gift Card Raffle
Raffle for a $25 gift card

Teams that  
Register Online

Gift Card Raffle
Raffle for a $25 gift card

25+ Team Members

Gift Card Raffle
Raffle for a $50 gift card

50+ Team Members

Gift Card Raffle
Raffle for a $100 gift card

100+ Team Members
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iPad Raffle  
(must raise $1K by 8/25 to enter)

DSAW Pop Socket
+ Campfire Mug

$1,000+

DSAW Cooler
+ Campfire Mug & Pop Socket

$2,500+

Billboard Raffle
DSAW Pullover
+Previous prizes

$3,500+

Fitbit
+ Previous prizes

$5,000+

Loved one on 2020 Materials
Yeti Cooler

+ Previous Prizes

$10,000+

Team Name Raffle
Raffle for your team’s name 
on the back of your shirts

Register by 7/1/19

TOP 5 FUNDRAISING TEAMS will receive ONE of each prize, plus a special top funder pin for all team  
members and one awareness hat for the team captain!

First place team will also get a picture of their loved one on the 2020 billboard (excludes last two winners)
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*Please note that teams will receive ONE of each prize at each level

DSAW Campfire Mug

$750+



Team Profile: Mighty Max's Marchers
Mighty Max's Marchers has participated in the DSAW 
Down Syndrome Awareness Walk for the last 2 years. 
Last year, the team had 51 team members and raised 
almost $5,000! We sat down with Elizabeth and Joe, 
parents to Max, to ask more about their experience 
with the Down Syndrome Awareness Walks.

How did you get involved with DSAW and the Down 
Syndrome Awareness Walk?
When we found out that our little Max was going to 
be born with Down Syndrome, after we got through 
our initial emotions, we were introduced to the DSAW 
through our research. We were looking for resources 

that could teach us more about Down syndrome and any special challenges we could 
expect. With my husband being a physician and with my background as a pediatric nurse 
practitioner, we were comfortable with the medical side of things, but wanted to know 
more about what to expect as we welcomed our new baby. The resources DSAW provided 
were helpful and gave us ease of mind. We wanted to start to give back, knowing that we 
had the resources and support to do so. We found out about the walk and decided that 
was a great place to start. 

What does the walk mean to you and your family?
Again, when we first learned about our son's diagnosis, 
it took us some time to wrap our minds around things 
and come to a good emotional place. Once we did, and 
really once we welcomed Max, we understood that 
there wasn't a single thing about him we would change. 
We wanted to find a way to celebrate that with Max 
and with the people we loved. We found that the walk 
was such an amazing way to do just that. We were able 
to gather our family and those close to us to not only 
celebrate Max, but celebrate all those with Trisomy 21. 
It is a fantastic way to come together as a community 
for all who share this unique gift, and celebrate all they 
have accomplished.

What advice would you give to those who are about to attend their first walk? 
Simply to embrace the experience. It was somewhat overwhelming when we attended our 
first walk, but we were able to take everything in and learn what was offered. It is such an 
overwhelmingly heartfelt experience and we learn something new every year.

What advice would you give to those who are nervous about fundraising or asking their 
friends/family to participate?
Reaching out to friends and family can be a bit difficult, but we have found that when we 
explain what the funding is being used for and how those resources can benefit others, 
people were more then happy to contribute to the cause. Our family and loved ones were 
more then happy to contribute to something they knew was important to our family, but 
more importantly, something that would help Max in the future. Plus, it never hurts to ask! 
The worst people can say is no :)



How to Sign Up
How do I sign up?
It’s easy and fun! You can launch your team, register 
as an individual participant, fundraise, and buy 
merchandise all online: https://secure.qgiv.com/event/
zoowalk19

Take advantage of the online tools! 
Once registered, you can use the website to send emails 
to friends and family to solicit donations, post on social 
media, check your team’s fundraising progress (and how 
you compare with other teams!), and edit your team 

homepage with a personal story and pictures.   

Due to the time and energy it takes to facilitate the walk, we ask that teams 
PLEASE use the online system whenever possible. We know you’ll love it (and 
have fun using it too!). 

Register today: https://secure.qgiv.com/event/zoowalk19

Still not convinced by the online system?  
We’d love to walk you through it personally! Check out our video tutorial 
online. If you have additional questions, give Abbey a call at (414) 327-3729 
ext. 102, or email abbey@dsaw.org. Otherwise, we’re happy to send you an 
offline registration and fundraising packet for your convenience. You can also 
download offline registration and fundraising forms at www.dsaw.org/zoowalk.

Important Dates
Friday, August 30 at 11:59pm Registration deadline for guaranteed t-shirt

Thursday, September 19 from 5pm-8pm
Friday, September 20 from 9am-3pm

Team Captain early t-shirt pick-up at the  
DSAW office. 

Friday, September 20 at 12:00pm (noon)
Deadline for online pre-registration. 
Deadline to receive cash/check donations for 
Top Fundraising Teams.

Saturday, September 21 at 11:59pm Deadline for online donations for Top  
Fundraising Teams. 



Frequently Asked Questions
What is included with registration?
Registration includes day-long entry and full access to 
the Milwaukee County Zoo, parking, Walk, t-shirt, lots 
of snacks, and all Family Festival activities. Virtual Walk 
registration includes t-shirt plus shipping (if applicable).

Does my team need to stop at registration the day of 
the walk?
We recommend that team captains pick up their team 
t-shirts in advance (see previous page for early pick-
up dates/times). If you need to pick up your shirts the 
morning of the walk, only the team captain should check 

in at registration. However, EVERYONE who registered after the guaranteed t-shirt 
deadline of August 31 will need to check in at registration, even if they are on your 
team.

When should we arrive at the Walk?
We recommend that teams arrive no later than 
10:30am. While the 21 Showcase & Awards 
Ceremony does not start until 12:30pm, we want 
you to have plenty of time to take advantage of our 
Family Festival!

What should we bring to the Walk?
Bring any donations you have to turn in, chairs (we 
will have picnic tables, but some teams may need additional seating), a tent/umbrella 
for shade, banners / flags / posters to support your team, your walk t-shirts, and 
cash/check/credit card for purchasing raffle tickets (optional)! Please note that this 
year, the Zoo will no longer allow us to grill or offer a full "lunch." Because of this, 
we will have a large amount of snacks, including string cheese, granola bars, fruit, and 
more. Feel free to bring additional food for you and your family! 
Note: Please do not bring rollerblades, skates, or pets to the walk!

How are funds raised at the Walk used?
All proceeds from the Walk will fund the Down Syndrome Association of Wisconsin’s 
life-changing programs and services. DSAW is a 501(c)3 organization and your 
donations are tax-deductible. For more information about our work, please visit 
www.dsaw.org.

My friend wants to volunteer - how can they sign up?
Volunteers can sign up using the same registration link as participants! When signing 
up, be sure to select volunteer, and the registration fee will be waived.



Other Upcoming Events in    Thank You Walk Sponsors!
These are our amazing early-bird sponsors who have committed to making this the 
best Walk ever! There’s still time for your company to become a sponsor of this 
historic event and receive incredible sponsorship & marketing benefits. Plus, if 
your team is responsible for securing a new sponsor, the sponsorship is credited 
towards your team total! Visit www.dsaw.org/zoowalk to download our sponsor-
ship opportunities.

I am unable to attend the Walk or participate as a Virtual Walker, but please accept 
my donation of $______________.

NAME_______________________________________________________________

EMAIL________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________

CITY____________________________________STATE_________ZIP____________

Make checks out to DSAW.  
Mail form and donation to: 11709 W Cleveland Ave, Suite 2, West Allis, WI 53227 

Donations may also be made online at the Awareness Walk registration site, or at www.dsaw.org.

Donation Form


