a note

A note from the proprietors …..
We purchased Denvir’s in late 2013. Both of us
were born and bred in Downpatrick, we’ve known
Denvir’s all our lives, so, when the opportunity came
along, we didn’t think twice.
Denvir’s has been serving our community for almost 400
years. It’s steeped in history, just like the town itself,
but despite its age, we believe it has a great future. So,
since the purchase we have been improving it, bit by bit, and
we have further plans for the coming months and years.
But we don’t want to lose any of its character. We know we are
only “looking after” the place for the next generation.
We want Denvir’s to remain at the centre of hospitality in the
area, a meeting place for locals and travellers alike, a place with
a warm welcome, good food and something always going on. We
want it to be a place where people can be themselves and feel
appreciated, a place they want to return to. A place that stays in
the memory.
We look forward to welcoming you to Denvir’s soon.

Chris & Stephen

Welcome

Established in 1642, Denvir’s is
steeped in history and is the perfect
setting for a relaxing break.
Offering old world charm in the heart of
Downpatrick, Denvir’s has a long tradition of
sheltering travellers and we will endeavour to
ensure that your meal or overnight stay will be a
memorable one.
Denvir’s is the oldest surviving Coaching Inn in Ireland
and is now a grade ‘A’ listed building. The building itself
has been extensively and sympathetically renovated while
retaining its original character. With six attractive and
beautifully restored bedrooms, a restaurant, lounge and
snug bar as well as two function rooms for hire; there are
many reasons to visit Denvir’s.
“There has been an inn on the site at least since 1642 when John
Macgreevy built a stone house, the gable of which is still
standing facing English Street with a stone set high up, inscibed
John and Ann Macgreevy, 1642” - Maurice N. Hayes, 1984

HISTORY

John had in fact been a soldier in the
Irish Army of Charles I, and was awarded
the land on which the inn was built as
payment for his military service. The English
Quarter was the first part of the town to
be built, so it is quite possible that Denvir’s of
1642 is the reconstruction of an earlier building.
The street pattern is certainly much older than
17th century. The name ‘Denvir’s Hotel’ has been
recorded from the late 18th century, named after the
famous Robert Denvir (who lived to a ripe old age of 100!).
The Denvirs’ were a local family of Norman extraction
(probably d’ Anver). Originally his grandson, James William
Denver, in the middle of the 19th century after service in the
American army, headed the ordnance survey of the Rocky
Mountains and gave his name to the town of Denver, Colarado.
As the oldest surviving coaching inn in Ireland, Denvir’s was
the starting point in 1809 for the first passenger coach service
between Belfast and Downpatrick. Fares on the coach, the ‘St
Patrick’ were eleven shillings, four pence and a ha’penny (57p) for
an inside seat and seven shillings and seven pence (38p) for an
outside one.
It is interesting to note that there is a tradition that the area inside
Denvir’s yard and in the recess between the front door and the box
room window is said to be a debtor’s sanctuary. According
to local lore when the cathedral was in ruins the
sanctuary was carried down English Street to
the front of the building!

RESTAURANT

Denvir’s restaurant offers diners the
opportunity to enjoy a meal in truly
historic surroundings....
While enjoying a meal in Denvir’s restaurant
diners can soak up the atmosphere beside a
huge 17th century fireplace, one of many original
features that were uncovered during recent
renovations.
The restaurant at Denvir’s serves the finest traditional
dishes, prepared using local produce in an enchanting
setting with beautiful exposed beams lining the ceiling,
giving the dining room an old world feel.

SNUG BAR
& LOUNGE

The perfectly petite ‘Snug Bar’ at
Denvir’s has a unique design and upon
entering you might be forgiven for thinking
you had stepped into a time gone by.
The bar was crafted from the timbers of one
of the many ships that floundered years ago in the
nearby Irish Sea, while oak beams, a huge inglenook
and stone floors further accentuate the rustic feel of
the bar. The original fireplace in the “snug” of the bar
dates back to the 17th century.
The Lounge Bar continues in the same vein with wooden
beams and floors, period windows and a large stone
fireplace offering a cosy and comfortable atmosphere in
which to unwind.
The beer garden, with it’s own bar and seating area, is perfect
for an outdoor lunch or a cold drink on a warm summer evening.

ROOMS

Denvir’s features six attractive,
comfortable and beautifully restored
bedrooms.
Each room is individually decorated and offers
an exciting mix of old and new with wooden
floors, striking wooden beds and fireplaces, while
also offering all the modern facilities you would
expect from a first class Bed and Breakfast.
Denvir’s prides itself on being extremely family friendly
and can offer family rooms and travel cots for those with
younger children. A traditional Irish breakfast is included
in the price of your stay. Breakfast is freshly cooked to
order and served from 8am until noon.
For your convenience, bookings can be taken, over the phone,
online or in person. Contact us on 028 4461 2012,
info@denvirs.com or www.denvirs.com

FUNCTIONS

Denvir’s offers two seperate function rooms.
These rooms are available all day every day
for private hire and can cater to any function
including weddings, birthdays, Christmas parties
and other celebrations as well as business
meetings and society functions.
Downstairs, the function room offers a grand hall dining
experience, with wooden floors and high ceilings. This room
can seat 80 people for dinner, or 100 for a non-seated
function.
Upstairs the conference room is a considerably more intimate
affair with old fashioned shutters and a roaring open fire. This
room can comfortably seat up to 40 to dine or 50 for a
non-seated event.
Special function menus are available and can be tailored to meet
your needs.
The snug bar is available for intimate private dining and extra
special occasions.

ATTRACTIONS

Most of Downpatrick’s famous
attractions are within walking distance of
Denvir’s. If you are staying in town, be sure
to pay a visit to Down Cathedral,
which is just a stone’s throw away. The
Cathedral was built in 1790 on the hill of Down,
which is widely recognised as one of the most
sacred Christian sites in Ireland. Erected on the site
of an earlier 12th century church, it is here that you
can see the grave where Saint Patrick is buried.
Just across the road from Denvir’s you will find Down
County Museum, housed in an 18th century building that
was once Down County Gaol. The museum displays an
interesting collection of exhibitions which chart the
development of the area over the last 9000 years.
Explore the legacy of Patrick further. The Saint Patrick Visitor
Centre, just one street away, with a series of interactive displays
and an exhibtion of the fabulous art work and metalwork, which
was produced around the time St Patrick lived.
If you still have time, head out to Inch Abbey which is less than 1
mile outside Downpatrick. The extensive ruins of a Cistercian
Monastery founded in 1180 are set in a beautiful location beside
the river Quoile. Downpatrick and the surrounding countryside
are steeped in history and offer excellent opportunities
or exploration to the curious traveller.

CONTACT
& DIRECTIONS
Address: 4-16 English Street,
Downpatrick, BT30 6AB
T: 028 4461 2012
F: 028 44617 7002
E: info@denvirshotel.com
Directions from Belfast
Head south out of the city via the Ormeau Road
then the Saintfield Road. Follow this road
through Carryduff taking the second exit at the
roundabout, carry on through Saintfield and Crossgar.
On entering Downpatrick, turn right on Church Street
and continue straight ahead. At the second set of traffic
lights, turn right onto English Street. Denvir’s is on your left.

