2016-2017
Programs Offered
Stratagems & Spoils – Music (and Words) from Elizabethan England
The reigns of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) and her successor James I (1603-1625) coincided with a literary
and musical Golden Age. Shakespeare, William Byrd, Sidney, Spenser, John Dowland, Orlando
Gibbons, and a host of other luminaries produced music and literature that was uniquely intertwined
and reflective of the distinctive aesthetics of the age. LeStrange Viols’ unique program Strategems &
Spoils offers a curated selection of chamber music by Byrd, Dowland, Gibbons, and others paired
with readings by Shakespeare and his contemporaries that speak from literature to music and from
their era to ours.

On the Shoulders of Giants – J.S. Bach, Family and Ancestors
J.S. Bach was the inheritor of a rich tradition of German composition reaching back hundreds of years
and including a wealth of wonderful and distinctive music, from the intricate and expressive
Renaissance polyphony of Heinrich Isaac and Ludwig Senfl to the virtuosic and harmonically daring
17th-century chamber music of Biber and Buxtehude. Surprisingly, much of this 17th-century
repertory is just being discovered by contemporary ensembles and audiences as it is unearthed from
long-neglected manuscripts. LeStrange presents a carefully curated selection of this diverse and
compelling repertory, including newly discovered 17th century chamber music and polyphony by
members of the Bach family, including the great master himself, Johann Sebastian.

L’Epitome Musical – French Music for Consort from the 16th-18th Centuries
Though often imagined as a primarily English ensemble, the viol consort had a rich history in France
as another vehicle for that nation's characteristically colorful and expressive musical imagination.
Our program will feature some exquisite examples of this sumptuous repertoire, from the intricate
song settings for viols by Eustache Du Caurroy and singing polyphony by Etienne Moulinié to the
majestic ensemble music of Charpentier and the Italian transplant Giovanni Battista Lulli (otherwise
known as Lully) through the truly groundbreaking chamber music of Francois Couperin and JeanPhilippe Rameau.

Strange Wildings – Music from Caroline London
The dramatic reign of Charles I of England (1625-1649) produced a flood of artistic production
characterized by a unique blend of sumptuousness, drama, and weirdness. The work of native
creators John Donne, Ben Jonson, and Inigo Jones was supplemented by the presence of pathbreaking work by continentals like Peter Paul Rubens and Claudio Monteverdi. It was in this heady
ethos that musicians based at the English royal court and at Saint Paul’s Cathedral undertook
experiments in instrumental music that resulted in the invention of what we think of as ‘chamber
music.’ LeStrange’s program includes music by William Lawes, John Jenkins, and Orlando Gibbons,
and features one of the ensemble’s specialties, the rare fantasies of William Cranford. Like the poetry
of the period, this music combines ardor and passion with sweetness and surprise, leading the listener
to unexpected realms of thought and feeling.

