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BC HYDRO: SITE C PROJECT
BC Hydro submitted the project description to the British Columbia Environmental Office in May
2011 for a provincial environmental assessment for the Site C project. Following an assessment of a Joint Review Panel, it was clear that downstream impacts to the Peace Athabasca
Delta (PAD) were not going to be assessed despite Mikisew presenting evidence to the contrary.
During the hearings (December 2013 - January 2014) Mikisew land users, Chief Coutoreille and
GIR Director, Melody Lepine provided oral evidence to the panel along with our expert technical
advisors. The clear message was that our Treaty Rights would be negatively impacted by the
dam’s construction. Adding another dam on the Peace River would further affect water levels in
the PAD, and that would affect wildlife and our ability to hunt and travel within our traditional
territory.
Current status is that the MCFN and ACFN have filed a lawsuit in Federal Court to challenge the
federal approval of the BC Hydro – Site C project. The project is being challenged because
there has not been an adequate assessment on the PAD (neither by BC Hydro, the province of
BC nor Canada), and downstream effects have not been considered. Another dam may be a
tipping point for the Delta, and that recovering this unique ecosystem will be impossible. Also
Canada has not properly consulted with us on this issue, and has neglected to address any of
our concerns. This is why we filed this lawsuit.

Government of Alberta’s Public Lands Administration Regulation (PLAR)
PLAR took effect on August 25, 2011. PLAR was Alberta’s way of managing
access and use of public Crown lands. The problem with PLAR was that it
attempted to restrict MCFN’s, and all other First Nation’s, use of public crown land
and so went against the guarantees provided in the Treaty. PLAR required that
First Nation members get permits to be out on the land for more than 14 days,
needed permits for ATV use on the shores of waterways, and needed (in some
cases) authorizations to build cabins on the land, etc. Mikisew and may other
First Nations filed a lawsuit because of these infringements. However, Alberta
has recently put forward a settlement package to resolve our issues with PLAR.
We just need to see if we will approve the settlement.

GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY RELATIONS

Page 2

TECK: FRONTIER PROJECT
Update on Teck’s 2014/2015 Winter Drilling
Program
For a number of years, Mikisew has been raising
concerns about the exploratory work that Teck has
been undertaking in the area where it wants to
build the Frontier Mine. Mikisew, together with
ACFN, triggered the first public hearing for a winter
drilling program in 2013 to raise concerns about
impacts from the drilling program on the RLBH and
Mikisew’s right to harvest from the herd. This fall,
Teck announced that it had decided NOT to undertake any drilling work this winter, citing the concerns raised by Mikisew as part of its decision.
Teck has announced that it would like to resume
winter drilling activities next winter. Mikisew is the
process of raising concerns about that proposal
and getting those concerns addressed by TECK.

What is the Proposed Frontier Mine?
Teck Resources Ltd is proposing to build an open
pit oil sands mine called the Frontier Mine on the
west side of the Athabasca across from the Firebag River, or about 110km north of Fort McMurray. If approved, it would be the most northern oil
sands mine to date. The Frontier Mine would be
the closest oil sands mine to Wood Buffalo National Park (about 25km from the Park Boundary).
The Frontier Mine would also be in the area of the
Ronald Lake Bison Herd (RLBH), that is important
to many of our members.

Update on the Proposed Frontier Mine
Last month, Teck announced that it intends to
make big changes to the design of the Frontier
Mine, such as changing its tailing system, changing
some of the areas it intend to mine, and others. As
a result, the estimated date for a hearing has been
pushed back by approximately a year and Teck is
now estimating that a hearing is likely to happen at
the start of 2016. Over the next few months, Teck
will be providing more details about these changes
and Mikisew will be reviewing all of the proposals in
great detail.
For the last three years, Mikisew has been raising
concerns about the Frontier Mine in the regulatory
process. Mikisew has raised formal concerns about
many issues, such as impacts to the RLBH, impacts
to the Athabasca River from water withdrawals and
contamination, impacts to Buckton Creek and the
Lake Claire area, and impacts to our Treaty Rights
and Mikisew’s culture. The regulatory process is
ongoing and Mikisew continues to participate fully
in all aspects of the regulatory process. At this time,
we are preparing to fully intervene in the hearing in
2016.

This month, we are kicking off a Culture and Rights Impact study
specific to the Frontier Mine. We look forward to hearing from everyone about their views on the project and how it may impact them.
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REGULATORY UPDATES

Horizon Oils Sands Processing Plant and
Mine: Has applied for their 10-year renewal and GIR office submitted a Statement of Concern (SoC) June 16, 2014.
The Project is approximately 70km north
of Fort McMurray on the west side of the
Athabasca River. The Project consists of
open-pit bitumen extraction and on-site
upgrading, producing sweet light synthetic crude oil (SCO). Approval was issued in
2004 and production began in 2009.
The Project is currently producing
110,000 barrels of SCO per day with a
production target of 232,000 barrels per
day to be reached in a later phase of the
Project. Mining activities were forecasted
to continue for 42 years following first
production. A joint technical review has

CNRL
been conducted by third party, Management and Solutions in Environmental Science (MSES) for the MCFN GIR
and ACFN IRC offices to help create
the SoC. This work will include how
CNRL’s Horizon project impacts traditional land use and the environment.
During that process, MSES discipline
experts will identify detailed technical
issues and information gaps, and will
report them to the us, CNRL and the
regulators. Disciplines that will be covered by this technical review include:
vegetation, reclamation, wildlife, water
quality, hydrogeology, hydrology fish
and fish habitat and air quality. CNRL
met with both MCFN and ACFN Advisory Committees’ (AC) on October 15.

The AC was given a site tour of the Horizon project where they followed up with a Day 2 meeting to discuss what they seen and ask questions in relation to the project. Next Steps from
what was heard is to have a technical session with MSES and both MCFN/ACFN AC’s and discuss the technical review and validate both Nation’s concerns and what should be the next
steps.

IMPERIAL
Aspen is the new proposed SAGD
project proposed by Imperial. Aspen will be near Imperial’s existing
Kearl Oil sands Mine. We have
completed a technical review, Indigenous Knowledge study and
now working with Imperial to resolve our issues and concerns
with this new project.

SYNCRUDE
Mildred Lake Mine Extension (MLX)
has been announced, regulatory application expected December 2015.
We will commence a review of the
application to determine potential impacts and are requesting a Indigenous Knowledge study with our members.
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GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION
LARP – Surface Water Quantity Management Framework: Mikisew has provided the government of Alberta
several submissions which aim at defining how much water is required for Mikisew to exercise its Treaty
Rights within the Athabasca River. The Alberta Government is going to finalize this important Framework
soon.
LARP – Biodiversity Management Framework: Mikisew is working with its technical consultants to establish
relevant biodiversity indicators and thresholds. The Alberta Government needs to know, understand Mikisew’s resource needs, and then establish thresholds which protect Mikisew’s interest within the LARP area.
This Framework is looking to protect wildlife, but this needs to be done with our input.
Consultation Guidelines: We are working with our legal team to change the way Alberta consults with us.
Right now there are many gaps in the policy, and so we have been setting up meetings to discuss these problems. Consultation is an important process of respectful dialogue that needs to be undertaken during any
government or industry initiative. Right now there have been no solutions proposed to address our issues.

SPECIAL PROJECTS
- CULTURAL STUDY (DR. MARC STEVENSON)
Purposes of Study
•To demonstrate that traditional harvesting and sharing
practices are instrumental to sustaining MCFN cultural
and social values.
•To identify those MCFN cultural and social values that
are sustained through traditional resource use and sharing practices.
•To demonstrate how the culture and society of the
MCFN is fundamentally connected to and dependent on
the environment.

Objectives
•Assesses how past, present and future oil/gas and
other industrial developments have impacted and will
impact Mikisew Cree culture, values, traditional
knowledge and social relations (i.e., MCFN cultural and
social capital); and
•Identify the environmental, social, cultural and economic needs and conditions required to sustain the
Mikisew Cree cultural and social capital into the future.

Work to Date

Stevenson visited Fort Chipewyan in mid-June 2014, to meet with and interview applicants for the Cultural Project
Community Coordinator and Researcher positions.

In mid-July, 2014, Cultural Project Co-Directors, Marc Stevenson and David Natcher, travelled to Ft. Chipewyan to
meet with Cultural Project Coordinator Jocelyn Marten, and Researchers, Alice Marten (full-time), Julia Gibot (fulltime) and Margo Vermillion (back-up/part-time) in Ft. Chipewyan to conduct training sessions for the upcoming Cultural Project community surveys. The training sessions focused on two survey forms: the Household/Livelihood Survey and the Cultural Values Survey.

Subsequently, from early August to the end of September, the research team completed 540 interviews (316 Cultural and 224 Livelihood) in Ft. Chip, Ft, McMurray, Ft. Smith and Edmonton.

On Oct. 6 and 7 Stevenson and Natcher met with Jocelyn Martin to review and organize
the completed survey forms and update GIR staff (Chris Hopkins) on the progress of the
Study, and develop and prioritize the remaining interview schedule.
Proposed Work

From late October 2014 to the end of January, 2014, Project researchers will complete
all remaining interviews with the MCFN membership.

In February and March, 2015, Stevenson and Natcher will 1) produce a draft of the final
report for presentation to and review by the MCFN Chief & Council and GIR staff, and 2)
present findings to MCFN membership Ft. Chipewyan, and 3) revise report and submit
all deliverables by early March, 2015

GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY RELATIONS

Page 5

PAST EVENTS
- 2014 TREATY AND
METIS DAYS

From June 19-21, the annual Treaty Days took place in
Fort Chipewyan. This year marked the very first time
that the Metis Local #125, ACFN and MCFN came together as one to celebrate Treaty/Metis Days. The 3
days were filled with cultural events, food, fireworks and
dancing. This year was also the MCFN’s election. A big
congratulations to the re-elected Chief Steve Courtoreille, re-elected Councillor members Billy Joe Tuccaro and
Terry Marten and newly elected Councillors Marina
Whiteknife, Danny Mercredi, Ed Courtoreille and Ronnie
Campbell.
Photos courtesy of S. Courtoreille, M. Dene and D. Voyageur

- ELDER’S & INDUSTRY CULTURAL RETREAT
This year’s Annual GIR Cultural Retreat took place August 6-7 at
Dore Lake in Ft . Chipewyan. It was 2 days full of cultural activities,
good food, fun games and building bonds between industry and the
community members of Ft. Chipewyan. Some of the cultural activities that took place were: bannock making on a stick, drum making
and a hand game tournament. Overall, the Cultural Retreat was a
huge success. We are already looking forward to next because it will
be our 10th year and we are looking to go bigger and better. On behalf of everyone at the GIR, I hope you enjoyed the Cultural Retreat
and look forward to seeing you next year.

GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY RELATIONS

Page 6

WHAT TO LOOK FORWARD TO

GIR First Annual Industry Showcase—Thursday November 27th
Information session on the MCFN Land Use Plan—Friday November 28th
MCFN Elders Christmas Celebration—Thursday December 11th
Mikisew Membership Christmas Party (Ft. McMurray) - Friday December 5th
Mikisew Membership Christmas Party (Ft. Chip) - Tuesday December 16th
GIR Annual Road Show—February 2015
The MCFN GIR office will be CLOSED for Christmas Break from
Monday December 22nd, 2014—Friday January 2nd, 2015. We will reopen for
regular business hours on Monday January 5th, 2015 at 8:00am-4:30pm.
We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2015!
The GIR website is up and running! Check it out: www.mcfngir.ca
for regular updates and upcoming events!

NEW STAFF AT THE GIR
Carl Braun — Senior Consultation Coordinator
Carl is a member of the Pimicikimak Cree First Nation and was born and raised in Northern Manitoba in Treaty 5 Territory. His family and community teachings fostered a natural inclination toward an environmental career with values in promoting stewardship. Carl spent much of his youth on the land trapping fishing and hunting and further was employed in the
mining and logging industries and went on to be educated as a Natural Resource Management Technologist and further
into the Environmental Sciences. Knowledgeable in both the traditional and scientific ways, Carl has created the ability to
collaborate well, focusing on communication and understanding of both the community, government and industries aspirations.
Carl has been working directly for First Nations and government for the past twenty years, first as a technician in the fisheries, wildlife, forestry fields and then as a consultant for First Nations in environmental monitoring and natural resource management. More recently Carl has worked on Treaty Land Entitlement processes on behalf of 21 First Nations in Manitoba
alongside the Federal and provincial governments. Carl also worked for the Anishinabek of Ontario as a Minerals and
Mines Analyst facilitating consultation processes within the Ontario mining sector and also served as a Senior Policy Analyst
for Manitoba’s Department of Conservation and Water Stewardship working specifically on the topic of the Duty to Consult. Carl has joined the MCFN GIR office as Senior Consultation Coordinator and is managing specific projects being
planned by government and industry.
Lisa Tuccaro Golosky — Consultation Coordinator
Lisa is a Consultation Coordinator who has recently joined MCFN, Government& Industry Relations Branch. Lisa has worked
for the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo and Syncrude in Aboriginal Relations, Industry Relations and Stakeholder
Relations. Lisa is currently responsible for developing relationships with aboriginal stakeholders and managing the regulatory process with MCFN’s projects, with a key focus on MCFN’s traditional territory in northeastern Alberta.
Lisa started her career in various private and government agencies gathering 15 years of diverse experience and
knowledge in multiple aboriginal communities in a variety of roles.

