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UPDATES AT THE GIR
Sad to Say Good Bye:
In the end of August we said goodbye to one of our most
dedicated and passionate consultants, Melanie Dene. Melanie
had been with the GIR for six years, transitioning from a part
time student to a full time Consultation Coordinator. She has
gone on to pursue her dream in Aboriginal Law at the First
Nations University in Saskatchewan. We are thrilled to
announce that Melanie was the recipient of two scholarships,
which will help ensure her continued success in pursuing her
passion. The GIR wishes Melanie continued success in her
pursuit of a university degree and look forward to working with
her again in the summers. She will continue to sit on the CEMA
TK Committee and represent the best interests of the GIR.
New to the GIR:
We would like to give a warm welcome to Margaret Luker who joined the
GIR team on August 24th as a Consultation Coordinator. Margaret comes
to us after three years of working with the Fort McKay community as
their regulatory coordinator responsible for coordinating all of McKay’s
regulatory applications. She has also played a key role with the
Cumulative Environmental Management Association (CEMA) where she
served eight years as their Land Program Manager, specializing in
contracts management, multi-stakeholder relations and negotiation/
facilitation. The relationships she built with several of the First Nations
and Métis communities during her time with CEMA furthered her interest and passion in working with Aboriginal communities to address consultation issues.
Welcome to the team, Margaret!
We're Moving!:
We are very excited to announce that we have secured a new local office space in downtown Fort
McMurray! Our new location will be 8219 Fraser Avenue (previously occupied by Dene Sky). Please
note, the week of October 26-30, the GIR will be completely closed and there will be no consultation
activities during this time. We will be back to normal day to day operations on Monday, November
2nd. Our office phone and fax numbers, as well as our emails will remain the same.
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FRONTIER PROJECT

Proposed Frontier Oil Sands Mine
Teck Resources Ltd is proposing to build an open pit oil sands mine called the Frontier Mine on the west side of
the Athabasca River across from the Firebag River approximately 110km north of Fort McMurray. If approved, it
would be the most northern oil sands mine to date. The Frontier Mine would be the closest oil sands mine to
Wood Buffalo National Park (about 25km from the Park Boundary). The Mine would also be in the area of the
Ronald Lake Bison Herd (RLBH) that is important to many of our members.

Frontier Mine Changes and Updates

Update on Teck’s

This month, Teck will announce big changes to the design of

2015/2016 Winter Drilling Program

the Frontier Mine including changing its tailing system, chang-

For a number of years, Mikisew has been raising

ing some of the areas it intends to mine, and the addition of a

concerns about the exploratory work that Teck

bridge over the Athabasca River. Over the next few months,

has been undertaking in the area where it wants

Teck will be providing more details about these changes and

to build the Frontier Mine. Last fall, Teck an-

Mikisew will be reviewing all of the proposals in great detail.

nounced that it had decided NOT to undertake
any drilling work in 2014/2015, citing the con-

For the last three years, Mikisew has been raising concerns

cerns that were raised by Mikisew as part of its

about the Frontier Mine in the regulatory process. Mikisew

decision.

has raised formal concerns about many issues, such as impacts to the RLBH, impacts to the Athabasca River from water

Teck has applied to the Alberta Energy Regulator

withdrawals and contamination, impacts to Buckton Creek

(AER) to resume drilling activities in winter

and the Lake Claire area, and impacts to our Treaty Rights and

2015/16. Mikisew has submitted a statement of

Mikisew’s culture. The regulatory process is ongoing and Mik-

concern (SoC) on Teck’s 2015/16 drilling program

isew continues to participate fully in all aspects of the regula-

and the GIR is currently working to develop a con-

tory process. At this time, we are preparing to fully intervene

sultation process, with Teck, to address Mikisew’s

in the hearing in 2016.

concerns about the drilling program.

“The GIR is in the final stages of reviewing the Frontier Mine Culture and Rights Study. The study will be finalized in the next
three to four weeks.”
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PROPOSED OIL SANDS PROJECTS
SYNCRUDE
Mildred Lake Mine Extension (MLX) was announced in 2014. Syncrude filed the MLX project applications in
January 2015. The GIR submitted a statement of concern, which included a technical review of the project applications, about the MLX project on March 2015. The GIR is currently consulting with Syncrude about conducting a traditional use or indigenous knowledge study for the MLX project.

Background
The proposed MLX project is located approximately 35 km northwest of Fort McMurray. The project consists of mining activity in and around the Mildred Lake Project site, with development of open mining pits and
other features that are not currently approved at the Mildred Lake project which includes:

West Project (MLX—W) area, located west of the MacKay River; and

East Project (MLX—E) area, located between the Mildred Lake Settling Basin and the Athabasca
River.
The MLX project is designed to sustain production levels (currently at 350 kpd) at the Mildred Lake facility subsequent to depletion of the currently approved mining areas. Development of this resource will
extend the duration of mining activity on the Mildred Lake leases by approximately 14 years. The GIR
has voiced many concerns related to the applications including concerns around water quality and
quantity, air quality, access, reclamation, monitoring, wildlife, and tailings management.

CANADIAN NATURAL RESOURCES LTD.(CNRL)
(Horizon Oils Sands - Plant and Mine)
Background
The Horizon project Phase 1 is complete and producing 110,000 barrels of oil per day (bpd). Phase 2/3 expansion
and construction are well underway boosting current production to 137,000 bpd with the final production target
of 232,000 bpd upon completion of all three phases. Open pit mining activities are forecasted to continue for 42
years following first production. On December 19, 2013, CNRL filed for Renewal Application for the Project. In
June 2013 MCFN submitted the SOC and a technical review looking at the last 10 years of CNRL’s operation.
One year later, in December 2014 CNRL requested the AER dismiss all the SOCs including for all the First Nation’s
in the region citing that “no new issues or concerns from the existing project were raised”. The GIR opposed
CNRL’s request and requested that CNRL not be given approvals until such a time as Mikisew concerns about the
Horizon Project are addressed.

Regulatory Update
Nevertheless, in August 2015 the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) provided all the approvals for the CNRL
renewal. Mikisew continues to have concerns about the Project that have not been addressed during the regulatory consultation process. As a result, on September 4, 2015 MCFN filed a regulatory appeal on the AER approval
decision for the renewal. The GIR is currently waiting for the AER to respond to MCFN’s regulatory appeal.
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PROPOSED OIL SANDS PROJECTS
PROSPER PETROLEUM LTD.
(Rigel Oil Sands - Steam Assisted Gravity Drainage)
Background
Rigel Oil Sands project is a steam assisted gravity drainage (SAGD) thermal designed to produce 10,000 bpd of
bitumen for approximately 20 years. Construction of this project is expected to start in Fall/Winter of 2015, following the regulatory approvals. The Project, as proposed, is to be located approximately 85 km northwest of
Fort McMurray and immediately south of Namur Lake (Moose Lake Reserve).

Update
On May 9, 2014 MCFN filed a Statement of Concern (SOC) with the Alberta Energy Regulator about the Project.
A technical review of the project development application and an Indigenous Knowledge study were completed
in the winter and spring of 2015. The GIR continues to work through the regulatory process with Prosper and we
are currently reviewing the Water Act application, which we did not received until August 2015.

OBED MINE COAL SPILL
The Alberta Energy Regulator has approved Sherritt’s (now
Westmoreland) long-term monitoring plans of the Obed
Mine Coal spill. Mikisew submitted a technical review of
the long-term monitoring plan to both the Alberta Energy
Regulator and Westmoreland, to which we are still awaiting
a response. A meeting will be held sometime in OctoberNovember in the community of Fort Chipewyan to discuss
community based monitoring results of the spill and to get
community feedback on Westmoreland’s long-term monitoring plans (which will be provided to the company).
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
The Federal Wood Bison Recovery Strategy:

Mikisew has obtained funding from Environment
Canada to do an Indigenous Knowledge study to help inform the Federal Wood Bison Recovery Strategy. A
meeting was held on September 1st in Fort Chipewyan where land-users had the opportunity to share their
experiences and knowledge on bison. Helicopter tours were also organized and several community members had the opportunity to fly south of Lake Claire, where they shared stories and observations regarding
the changing vegetation in the park and how that might influence bison populations. The Indigenous
Knowledge report will be completed and submitted to Environment Canada by mid-October. The GIR will
update as work continues.

Ronald Lake Bison Herd (RLBH):

Finally, after years of lobbying the Alberta government, it sounds
like Alberta is willing to proceed with a listing of the Ronald Lake Bison Herd under the Wildlife Act, as a Subject Animal. While no immediate management tools are going to apply to the herd, consultation will commence in the fall with Alberta hearing from different stakeholders to better define everyone’s interests and to
define an appropriate management regime which will help protect the herd. Meanwhile, Mikisew continues
to participate in the RLBH Technical Working Group, which is mandated with studying the herd and its needs.
The GIR will continue to report back on this important topic.

Lower Athabasca Regional Plan – Tailings Regulatory Management
The Government of Alberta’s Tailings Management Framework (TMF) was finalized March 2015, and
is subject to a five year review period. Directive 074 which implements the TMF by regulating the
volume of tailings is currently being reviewed by a Technical Advisory Committee which the GIR will be
a part of. The Government of Alberta is soon to initiate a process to review other aspects of the
Tailings Regulatory Management including the Mine Financial Security Program, Ready-to-Reclaim
criteria, and the Integrated Water Management System project. The GIR will take every opportunity
to provide input into these projects and report back.
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G I R C O N S U L T A N T S - W H O T H E Y A R E & W H AT T H E Y D O
JFK
What is JFK Law?
JFK Law is a law firm that focuses on providing aboriginal law services to First Nations, First Nations organizations
and First Nations individuals. Our lawyers have decades of experience in assisting First Nations in court, before
boards and tribunals and at the negotiating table. Our firm has represented First Nations and their members in
courts and regulatory boards in British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, the Yukon including at the Supreme Court of
Canada.

What JFK does for the GIR?
Over the years, JFK Law has worked together with the GIR to tackle challenges big and small:

Court Challenges: JFK Law works with the GIR to support litigation to protect Mikisew’s Treaty
Rights, such as Mikisew’s successful challenge to the federal government’s overhaul of laws relating
to environmental protection and assessments.

Regulatory Support: JFK Law provides legal support to the GIR in regulatory processes before the
Alberta Energy Regulator and other provincial regulatory authorities for projects of all types, sizes
and locations.

Crown Consultation: JFK Law works with the GIR to ensure that Mikisew is meaningfully consulted
about projects and to ensure that GIR consultation coordinators have the most up-to-date understanding of consultation jurisprudence.

Protecting Indigenous Knowledge: JFK Law assists the GIR negotiate traditional knowledge-sharing
agreements and other agreements to protect IK.

International Law: The GIR and JFK Law worked together to file a petition with UNESCO to have
WBNP included on the list of world heritage sites in danger.

What projects is JFK working on now?
JFK Law continues to provide legal advice to the GIR on a range of matters. To name a few:
JFK Law is advising the GIR on a review of the Lower Athabasca Regional Plan and other LARP frameworks.
JFK Law is advising the GIR on the regulatory process for the Teck Frontier Mine to ensure that Teck and the
Crown hear Mikisew’s concerns about impacts to the Ronald Lake Bison Herd, WBNP and Mikisew’s Rights and
culture.
In July, UNESCO decided to send a field mission to investigate Mikisew’s concerns! JFK Law is working with the
GIR to coordinate Mikisew’s participation in that mission.
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WELCOME TO THE GIR
MARGARET LUKER
CONSULTATION COORDINATOR
Margaret comes to us after three years of working with the Fort McKay community as their regulatory
coordinator responsible for coordinating all of McKay’s regulatory applications. Originally born in
Toronto, Ontario she spent most of her youth living in small northern communities in Ontario where
she enjoyed time spent outdoors in the northern wilderness, especially camping and fishing and
trapping with her dad. After moving across Canada from Ontario to Saskatchewan, she finally settled
in Alberta where she completed her Bachelor of Science degree at the University of Alberta in their
Environmental and Conservation Sciences program, specializing in Wildlife Restoration and
Conservation Biology. She followed her husband to Fort McMurray after completing her university
studies where she was employed by Golder Associates Ltd. and eventually the Cumulative
Environmental Management Association (CEMA) where she served eight years as their Land Program
Manager, specializing in contracts management, multi-stakeholder relations and negotiation/
facilitation. The relationships she built with several of the First Nations and Métis communities during
her time with CEMA furthered her interest and passion in working with Aboriginal communities to
address consultation issues.
While not at work, Margaret enjoys spending time with her family which includes her two children,
two Great Danes, Siamese cat, Senegal parrot and of course her husband. As an avid animal lover
Margaret enjoys supporting animal rescue and showing her Great Danes in competition.

SARA VOYAGEUR
CASUAL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sara is a member of the Mikisew Cree First Nation and grew up in Fort Chipewyan. She
moved to Fort McMurray in 2013 to pursue her education. The Mikisew Cree First Nation
provides funding to Sara to attend the Bachelor of Nursing program at Keyano College; she
is currently in her 2nd year. Sara feels honoured to work as a Casual Administrative
Assistant for the MCFN GIR, and looks forward to all she can learn and use towards her
studies.
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PAST EVENT S
- T R E AT Y & M E T I S DAYS
This year’s Treaty & Metis Days took place from June 17th—
19th in Fort Chipewyan at the Arbour in Doghead. The 3 days
were filled with cultural events, lots of food, fireworks and
entertainment. This year also marked the first time in years
that canoe races were held. It was the event to watch, even
though many of the participants were getting stuck in the
mud. Overall, the Treaty & Metis Days was a great success.

- MCFN GIR CULTURAL
RETREAT
2015 marked the GIR’s 10th year hosting the annual
Cultural Retreat. It took place at Dore Lake in Fort
Chip from August 18th—20th. Throughout the 3 days,
industry and community members bonded over
cultural activities, food and games. Some of the
events that took place were a hand-game
tournament, horse shoe tournament and a great
performance by Nathan Cunningham. This year we
also had a memorial wall and a memorial balloon
ceremony to remember all the loved ones we’ve lost
throughout the 10 years. It was a beautiful and
unforgettable moment that we would like to continue
doing in the years to come. Overall, the Cultural
Retreat was a great success. We are already looking
forward to next year. We hope that everyone enjoyed
themselves at the Retreat and left with many
memorable moments. Thanks again to all the
sponsors, especially to Tuccaro Group of Companies
for their very generous contribution.

Entertainment
—J. Cardinal
drumming and
singing

L. Antoine won the
wood carving made by
R. Piche and generously
donated it to the GIR
for our new office.
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MORE PICS OF THE
MCFN GIR CULTURAL RE TREAT

The MCFN GIR Team
Missing from the photo: Sheena Voyageur & Ashley Jacobs

The beautiful cake & cupcakes — Made by L. Cardinal

Elder’s enjoying the Cultural Retreat

Memorial wall

Traditional Handgames

Photos courtesy of D.Voyageur
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

THE MCFN GIR OFFICE IS MOVING!!
As of November 2nd, 2015, our new street and mailing address will be:
Suite A — 8219 Fraser Avenue
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 0A2
The MCFN GIR office will be CLOSED during the week of our move:
October 26th—October 30th, 2015
We will reopen for regular business hours on November 2, 2015.
STAT HOLDAYS (GIR office closed)
Monday October 12th, 2015—Thanksgiving Day
Wednesday November 11th, 2015—Remembrance Day

GIR EVENTS COMING SOON
** The 2nd Annual Industry Showcase **
** The MCFN GIR Elder’s Christmas Party **
!!! Watch out for posters !!!

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR DAILY UPDATES & NEWS:
WWW.MIKISEWGIR.COM

