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Fort McMurray, AB T9H 0A2

Fax: 780-715-4098

Website: www.mikisewgir.com

UPDATES AT THE GIR
All moved in!!
As of November 2nd, we are officially
moved in to our new office location.
We are now located at:
Suite A—8219 Fraser Avenue
Fort McMurray , AB T9H 0A2
We invite all Mikisew members to stop by
and visit to see our new office. Our phone
number, fax number and website have all
remained the same.

Missing from the picture: Jocelyn Marten

GIR Open House—Sponsored by KOCH
On November 25th, 2015 the GIR invited all Mikisew members to our Christmas Open
House, sponsored by Koch Oil Sands Operating. About 30 members dropped in to view
our new office, have some appetizers, meet the Koch team and chat with GIR staff. See
pictures on page 11. We enjoyed having everyone come by and welcome all Mikisew
members to stop by for a coffee.

YOU WILL BE MISSED!!
We would like to wish a warm farewell to Trish Merrithew-Mercredi who
will be leaving the MCFN on January 15th, 2016. Trish has been a huge
support to the GIR on many important high level files with government and
industry and we appreciate all of her help. We are confident that she will
continue to advocate for Mikisew and First Nation issues in her new role
with the Government of Alberta, Aboriginal Affairs department. Thank you
Trish and we wish all the best in your new position!
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FRONTIER PROJECT

Proposed Frontier Oil Sands Mine
Teck Resources Ltd. is proposing to build an open pit oil sands mine called the Frontier Mine on the west side
of the Athabasca River across from the Firebag River approximately 110km north of Fort McMurray. If
approved, it would be the most northern oil sands mine to date. The Frontier Mine would be the closest oil
sands mine to Wood Buffalo National Park (about 25km from the Park Boundary). The Mine would also be in
the area of the Ronald Lake Bison Herd (RLBH) that is important to many of our members.

Frontier Mine Changes and Updates
In June 2015, Teck announceD big changes to the design of
the Frontier Mine including changing its tailing system,
changing some of the areas it intends to mine, and the
addition of a bridge over the Athabasca River. Over the next
few months, Teck will be providing more details about these
changes and Mikisew will be reviewing all of the proposals
in great detail.
For the last three years, Mikisew has been raising concerns
about the Frontier Mine in the regulatory process. Mikisew
has raised formal concerns about many issues, such as
impacts to the RLBH, impacts to the Athabasca River from
water withdrawals and contamination, impacts to Buckton
Creek and the Lake Claire area, and impacts to our Treaty
Rights and Mikisew’s culture. The regulatory process is
ongoing and Mikisew continues to participate fully in all
aspects of the regulatory process. At this time, we are
preparing to fully intervene in the hearing in 2016.

Update on Teck’s
2015/2016 Winter Drilling Program
For a number of years, Mikisew has been raising
concerns about the exploratory work that Teck
has been undertaking in the area where it wants
to build the Frontier Mine. In 2014/15 Teck
announced that it had decided NOT to
undertake any drilling work in 2014/2015,
citing the concerns that were raised by Mikisew
as part of its decision.
On October 8, 2015, Teck received permits and
approvals for its proposed 2015-16 winter
drilling program from the AER. However on
October 16, 2015 Teck decided to not proceed
with a drilling the program this winter.
Teck indicated that the “decision was based on
the late receipt of approvals and the challenging
market conditions…”

“The GIR has completed a review of the final Frontier Mine Culture and Rights study
and it has been posted on Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency web portal
at: http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p65505/102730E.pdf”
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PROPOSED OIL SANDS PROJECTS
SYNCRUDE
Regulatory Update
Syncrude filed the Mildred Lake Extension (MLX) project applications with the AER in January, 2015. The
GIR submitted a statement of concern about the MLX project in March, 2015. The GIR is currently
consulting with Syncrude about conducting a traditional use, or indigenous knowledge, study for the
extension project and expects to begin a traditional use study in Spring, 2016.

Background
The proposed MLX project is located approximately 35 km northwest of Fort McMurray. The project
consists of mining activity in and around the Mildred Lake Project site, with development of open mining
pits and other features that are not currently approved at the Mildred Lake project which includes:


West Project (MLX—W) area, located west of the MacKay River; and



East Project (MLX—E) area, located between the Mildred Lake Settling Basin and the Athabasca
River.

The MLX project is designed to sustain production levels (currently at 350 kpd) at the Mildred Lake
facility subsequent to depletion of the currently approved mining areas. Development of this
resource will extend the duration of mining activity on the Mildred Lake leases by approximately 14
years. The GIR has voiced many concerns related to the applications including concerns around
water quality and quantity, air quality, access, reclamation, monitoring, wildlife, and tailings
management.

CANADIAN NATURAL RESOURCES LTD.(CNRL)
(Horizon Oils Sands - Plant and Mine)
Background
The Horizon project Phase 1 is complete and producing 110,000 barrels of oil per day (bpd). Phase 2/3
expansion and construction are well underway boosting current production to 137,000 bpd with the final
production target of 232,000 bpd upon completion of all three phases. Open pit mining activities are
forecasted to continue for 42 years following first production. On December 19, 2013, CNRL filed for their 10
Year Renewal Application for the Project. In June 2013 MCFN submitted the Statement of Concern (SOC)
and a technical review looking at the last 10 years of CNRL’s operation. Mikisew viewed this renewal as an
opportunity to assess the last 10 years of the projects development and evaluate the predictions, outcomes
and commitments outlined in the original application. This was not GoA’s or CNRL’s view and the AER
granted the renewal approval in August 2015, despite MCFN’s concerns.

Update
On September 4, 2015 MCFN filed a regulatory appeal on the AER approval citing the removal of approval
conditions without consultation with MCFN. CNRL came back to MCFN and offered to address outstanding
concerns and work on the relationship with Mikisew. In exchange for withdrawing the appeal, a Letter of
Intent to address some of the outstanding concerns was signed between MCFN and CNRL.
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PROPOSED OIL SANDS PROJECTS
PROSPER PETROLEUM LTD.
(Rigel Oil Sands - Steam Assisted Gravity Drainage)
Background
Rigel Oil Sands project is a steam assisted gravity drainage (SAGD) project designed to produce 10,000 bpd
of bitumen for approximately 20 years. Construction of this project was expected to start in Fall/Winter of
2015, following the regulatory approvals. The Project, as proposed, is to be located approximately 85 km
northwest of Fort McMurray and immediately south of Namur Lake (Moose Lake Reserve). On May 9, 2014
MCFN filed a Statement of Concern (SOC) with the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) about the Project. A
technical review of the project development application and an Indigenous Knowledge study were completed
in the winter and spring of 2015. On September 25, 2015 MCFN submitted an SOC on the Water Act
application regardless of the fact the Prosper declined to fund a technical review of the application. On
October 22, 2015 Prosper responded to the SOC deferring to the regulatory process and government policies
which MCFN has stated are inadequate or lacking in addressing First Nations concerns. Prosper requested
the AER call a hearing to proceed with the application.

Update
Prosper has been clear that they feel that consultation is complete on their part and are awaiting adequacy
from the ACO and then approval on their project. Once adequacy is provided there is little incentive for
Prosper to continue to meet with MCFN. A hearing is not planned prior to February, 2016.

OBED MINE COAL SPILL
Mikisew is still waiting for a response from Coal Valley Resources Inc. on
the technical review of their Long-Term Monitoring Plan resulting from
the Obed Mine coal spill. The GIR also presented the Long-Term
Monitoring Plan to the community, collected feedback from concerned
community members, and will be providing the company and the Alberta
Energy Regulator with a report to help improve their monitoring plan. The
main suggestion is that monitoring should cover more resources that are
consumed by residents of Fort Chipewyan and that monitoring take place
in the traditional territory of the Mikisew, where members are known to
harvest. The company faces six charges under Alberta’s Environmental
Protection Act, Public Lands Act and Water Act.
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PROPOSED OIL SANDS PROJECTS
THE AMISK HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT
The Amisk project is a proposed hydroelectric project on the Peace River, approximately
15km upstream of Dunvegan, Alberta. Mikisew has secured funding from the company
and provided it with a technical review of their Proposed Terms of Reference of their
Environmental Impact Assessment. Concerns with the Proposed Project have mainly to do
with decreased water levels in the Peace Athabasca Delta, the ability of the project to
impact the ice formation regime. Next, Mikisew will be providing comments to the draft
Environmental Impact Statement Guidelines being provided to the company by the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency.

ATHABASCA OIL CORPORATION(AOC)
(Hangingstone Expansion)
Background
The Hangingstone project (12,000 bpd SAGD) began producing oil in July 2015 with production
recently exceeding 4,000 bpd. AOC now anticipates 12,000 bpd by the end of 2016. The project
can produce up to 80,000 bpd. The application for the Hangingstone Expansion (70,000 bpd) was
submitted in May 2013. MCFN was not included in the EIA review. Regardless, an SOC was sent and
response provided by AOC in Sept. 2014. (AOC is now on information request round 3 but will not
provide funding for additional information reviews (Round 1 was reviewed).
In June, 2015 a letter was submitted to the Aboriginal Consultation Office (ACO) and the Alberta
Energy Regulator (AER) regarding the lack of consultation; lack of meaningful inclusion in the
technical review of the EIA; and failure of AOC to address how they will involve MCFN in the lifetime
of the project. The ACO responded on November 10, 2015 stating that AOC has conducted
consultation in accordance with their policy and guidelines. MCFN sent a response back on
December 5, 2015 challenging that response and making clear follow up requests for AOC and
ACO before adequacy should be granted on this project.

Update
ACO is scheduled to meet with MCFN GIR staff on January 21, 2016 to discuss the December 5th
letter request and the current challenges with the ACO’s consultation policy and guidelines.
Discussions for mitigation of the project are ongoing with AOC and they seem amenable although
have cited 4 rounds of layoffs and limited budgets as a challenge.
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PROPOSED OIL SANDS PROJECTS
APPLICATIONS ON HOLD/CANCELLED IN 2015
The table below outlines the status of several applications that were affected by the economy in 2015
and the dropping oil prices. Many projects were cancelled or put on hold until the global energy market
improves.

2015 Regulatory Application Status
Company

Project

Status

Comment
Awaiting Shallow SAGD directive
from AER.** Withdrew application in
December 2015
Awaiting Shallow SAGD directive
from AER.** Sold to VCI
Withdrew application in July 2015

Grizzly
Oilsands ULC

Thickwood Thermal

Cancelled
SAGD – 12,000 bpd

Silverwillow
Energy Corp.
Marathon

Audet

On Hold
SAGD – 12,000 bpd
Cancelled
SAGD – 12,000 bpd
Cancelled
SAGD – 40,000 bpd

Ivanhoe

Birchwood SAGD
Demonstration
Tamarack

Southern
Pacific
Resource Corp.

STP McKay Thermal –
Phase 2

On Hold
SAGD – 24,000 bpd

Sunshine
Oilsands Ltd.

Thickwood Expansion

On Hold
SAGD – 10,000 to
60,000 bpd expansion

Total E & P
Canada

Joslyn North Mine Expansion/Amendment

Cancelled
Mine – 160,000 bpd

Awaiting Shallow SAGD directive
from AER.** Filed for bankruptcy in
June 2015
Awaiting Shallow SAGD directive
from AER.** Jan 15 filed for creditor
protection. “hibernated” the project
July 2015
Project was approved in 2013 but
put on hold due to funding.

Withdrew applications in February
2015.

BACKGROUND ON AER’S SHALLOW SAGD DIRECTIVE
** These companies use Steam Assisted Gravity Drainage (SAGD) technology to extract bitumen from
underground which pumps steam into the ground to build up pressure, softens the bitumen and brings it to
the surface relying on the strong caprock between the bitumen and the surface not to crack/fracture and
allow bitumen spills to the surface but that is exactly what has happened in several incidents.
After the CNRL Primrose oil spills around Cold Lake, Alberta and other similar incidents involving steam
injection and caprock integrity, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) suspended any shallow SAGD projects in
the region while it reviewed shallow steam-assisted gravity drainage project requirements in these areas
north of Fort McMurray to develop a new directive for projects that use SAGD. Suspending these projects
caused delays and economic challenges for many of these small scale projects which has ultimately resulted
in many of these applications being withdrawn or the companies going bankrupt or selling their projects to
other industry.
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
The Federal Wood Bison Recovery Strategy:

Mikisew submitted their Indigenous Knowledge

study to help inform the draft Federal Wood Bison Recovery. The Federal Government had no questions on
the submission, and will look for opportunities to integrate Mikisew’s input. The final draft of the Recovery
Strategy will be posted on the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency’s Public Registry by March 31,
2016. The Mikisew will have 60 days to submit their comments on the document, and CEAA will then post
a finalized document after those comments have been addressed. The GIR will review and comment using
the Indigenous Knowledge work recently completed and any additional information gathered. The GIR will
be reporting back in the next newsletter.

Ronald Lake Bison Herd (RLBH):

The proposed regulation change, to have the herd listed under the

Wildlife Act, remains with Minister Phillip’s office. The regulation change would address issues like
non-Aboriginal hunting of the herd. Otherwise, work continues at the Technical Team, where scientists are
further examining the range of the herd, including population count, the gender and age structure of the herd,
as well as their seasonal habitat preferences. The Mikisew GIR is also currently exploring the possibility of
conducting further studies which involve the community and which uses Indigenous Knowledge to help inform
management strategies.
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G I R C O N S U L T A N T S - W H O T H E Y A R E & W H AT T H E Y D O

DPI Territorial Consulting
What is DPI and what do we do?
DPI Territorial is a consulting practice that helps communities plan how they can use their land base. We
feel very lucky to be working with Mikisew and in Fort Chipewyan. We work with land users to show
where there are important places for practicing traditional activities. We comb this information with
scientific maps of the environment and development to identify important conservation areas.
DPI is using Mikisew’s traditional land use maps that show which areas are the most important cultural
sites to protect, which rivers flow into the Peace-Athabasca Delta, and how to avoid major conflicts with
existing and proposed development. In this way, we are working with the GIR to create a Mikisew Cree
First Nation Land Use Plan to capture Mikisew’s vision of stewardship on the land, to help the leadership
make decisions and achieve a better balance between traditional activities, wildlife and development.

Who is DPI?
Dave Flanders is a planner and landscape architect, and formed DPI to work with
people in many different places such as the west coast, northern communities,
the arctic and central America. Dave is also a researcher in the University of
British Columbia’s Faculty of Forestry and an adjunct professor in UBC’s School
of Architecture and Landscape Architecture where he teaches about mapping
and sustainable communities.

What else do we do?


We engage with community members such as hunters, local government such as Chief and
Council, job-makers such as the mining industry, and other government such as provincial and
federal parks planners. By listening and bringing together diverse ideas, we hope to improve the
relationship between all land users and discuss trade-offs (the pros and cons) of using the land in
different ways.



We designing and plan communities. By spending time in the places we work, we try to
understand local needs and plan for growth.



We also use computers to make maps (called GIS) and visual graphics that communicate ideas and
science in an a clear, understandable way

You can find out more about DPI Territorial Consulting at www.dpiterritorial.com
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PAST EVENT S
- MCFN ELDER ’S CHRI STMAS PAR T Y
On December 1st, 2015, we held our Annual Elders Christmas
Celebration in Fort Chipewyan. In attendance with the Elders
were the Mikisew GIR staff and Industry Representatives. As
per their choice, each Elder received either a barrel of fuel or a
gift certificate. We had craft tables, which included making
different kinds of Christmas ornaments. Santa also made a visit
from the North Pole to hand out treat bags to each Elder. It was
an amazing event that we all look forward to hosting every year.
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PAST EVENT S
- MCFN CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS GIFT PICKUP

On December 16th, 2015, we had the MCFN Kid’s
Christmas gift pickup happen at the GIR office. Santa
Claus came all the way from the North Pole and delivered
gifts early to a few children. Treat bags were also given out
to each child and parent. We had a great turn out.
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PAST EVENT S
- MCFN GIR OPEN HOUSE—SPONSORED BY KOCH

November 25th, 2015
Pictures taken throughout the afternoon
of the GIR open house
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GIR EVENTS — COMING SOON
** 2nd Annual MCFN GIR Industry Showcase **
—January 13th in Fort Chipewyan
**Minister of Environment & Parks Shannon Phillips meeting
with the MCFN Chief & Council and MCFN GIR**
—January 13th in Fort Chipewyan
** Mikisew GIR Roadshow **
(Fort Chipewyan, Fort McMurray, Edmonton,
High Level & Fort Smith)
—Tentative Dates: March 9th—16th

GIR OFFICE CLOSURE DATES
Wednesday Jan. 13th, 2016—Industry Showcase in Fort Chip
Monday Feb. 15th, 2016—Family Day
Friday Mar. 25th, 2016—Good Friday
Monday Mar. 28th, 2016—Easter Monday

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR DAILY UPDATES & NEWS:
WWW.MIKISEWGIR.COM

