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May 3rd, 2016—THE BEAST
On May 3, the fire had swept through Fort McMurray,
destroying approximately 2,400 homes and buildings
and forcing the largest wildfire evacuation in the history
of Alberta. The fire spread across approximately
590,000 hectares (1,500,000 acres) before it was
declared to be under control on July 5, 2016.
The GIR team was sent home on May 3rd to gather
their families, belongings and evacuate the city. Some
team members were able to head south towards Edmonton, while others had to head north to
the oil sands lodges that were taking thousands of people. The first week of the evacuation
was extremely stressful for everyone. It was a very uncertain time and no one knew how big and out
of control the fire would get.
The Firelight Group was generous enough to let us setup a temporary office in Edmonton. Slowly, we
started reaching out to our government, industry and business partners to let them know that the
GIR team would continue to work remotely to the best of our abilities during this chaotic time. By
the beginning of June, we were allowed back into Fort McMurray to assess our losses and start
preparing for the long months ahead. We were very happy to learn that our office only required a
light cleaning and then we could re-open and get back to business as usual. We were all fortunate
enough that none of our homes got destroyed by The Beast. June 27th marked the official
re-opening of the MCFN-GIR office, with almost all the team back to the office to support the
regular day to day operations.
We would all like to say a very special thank-you to everyone who reached out to our team, offering
so much support during this stressful time. A special thanks to IT Quality, The Firelight Group, the
volunteers, all the Firefighters, Fort McMurray Emergency Responders and the
Mikisew Cree First Nation.
We truly appreciate all the words of encouragement and all of the generous help and
support that we received from everyone during this time of hardship.
Thank-you, The MCFN-GIR Team
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GIR’S 2016 LEGAL INTERNS
This summer the GIR team had the pleasure of working with two legal interns, Miriam Czarski and
Melissa Mason, from the Level Justice’s Global Internship Program. Both ladies started with us in
early May, and continued to work with us remotely while we were still under mandatory
evacuation, eventually returning to the office in late June. Melissa was overseen by Carl Braun,
Manager of Government Relations, and was able to get some first-hand experience in both federal
and provincial government legislation pertaining to the work of our office. Miriam was overseen by
Russell Noseworthy, Manager of Industry Relations, and assisted in with a variety of regulatory
projects and meetings with our various industry partners. Miriam also assisted Melody with the
UNESCO Mission organization and background research. Their internships with the GIR were
completed in late August as they had to return to their studies. We wish them both all the best in
their future endeavors and hope to work with them again in the future!
MELISSA MASON
Melissa was born and raised in Winnipeg, Manitoba. She comes from a very ethnically
diverse family, and is very proud to be of mixed ethnicity. Her family encouraged her
to pursue her education, and Melissa graduated with Distinction from the University
of Manitoba with a Bachelor of Arts degree. She is now in the second year of the Juris
Doctor program at the University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Law. Melissa’s primary
interests are in criminal law and human rights law, and she is looking forward to
graduating in May 2017.

MIRIAM CZARSKI
Miriam is a law student at the University of Ottawa where she recently obtained her
degree in Civil Law and expects to receive her Juris Doctor in April 2017. Miriam has a
keen interest in international and environmental issues, social justice and human rights.
As an intern, she worked on the Karadzic judgement with the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia from September 2015 to April 2016.

MELANIE DENE—GIR Summer Student
Melanie Dene returned this summer for a few weeks as a summer student working
on community engagement initiatives. However due to the evacuation, she was
unable to stay with the GIR for the entire summer. We wish her all the best as she
returns to school at the University of Alberta in Edmonton.
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REGULATORY OVERVIEW:
The following is a list of the current applications
being reviewed by the MCFN GIR and their status’s.
Company

Project

Status

Information

Teck

Frontier

Ongoing – Mine
277,000 bpd

Granted EIA completeness. SIR5 being reviewed. Joint
Panel was designated.

Syncrude

Mildred Lake
Extension (MLX)

Ongoing - 2 new
development areas
(additional 738 mbd)

Submitted SoC & Technical Review. Awaiting response.
Still responding to SIR’s. TLU study will occur in November—December 2016

Imperial Oil

Aspen

Ongoing –
SA-SAGD 162,000 bpd

Granted application completeness. Follow up on statement
of concern issues and technical workshop concerns
ongoing. Sent joint First Nation/Metis letter to request
federal environmental review.

Value
Creation Inc.
(VCI)

Advanced Tristar
(ATS)

Ongoing – 2 phases
(60,000 bpd in each
phase of ATS 1 and 2)

Project update provided Nov 2015, granted application
completeness April 2016. Project on hold due to economic
situation but discussions continue with VCI in conjunction
with statement of concern resolution process for the
TriStar Pilot POP Amended Project.

Value
Creation Inc.
(VCI)

Tristar Pilot
Project (POP)
Amendment

Ongoing – SAGD
12,000 bpd (Originally
filed for 1,000 bpd)

Completed Technical Workshop Nov 2016. Follow up on
outstanding statement of concern issues ongoing.

Company

Project

Status

Information

Koch
Oilsands
Operating
ULC

Dunkirk
Commercial
Demonstration
Project

Ongoing - SAGD 2,000
bpd
(60,000 bpd Stage 2
terminated - economy)

Follow up of Technical Workshop outstanding and no
Statement of Concern issue resolution to date.

Prosper
Petroleum
Ltd.

Rigel

Ongoing – SAGD
10,000 bpd

Consultation adequacy granted. A hearing will be called
early in 2017.

AOC

Hangingstone
Expansion

Ongoing - (12,00082,000 bpd expansion)

Round 3 SIR’s received. GoA FOIPP response on
consultation received. Consultation adequacy is being
requested.

AHP
Development
Corporation

Amisk
Hydroelectric
Project

Ongoing – Dam 330
MW facility generating
~1,875 GWh/year.

Comments on pTOR sent. Final TOR and Env. Impact
Assess Guidelines rec’d. EIA on hold until 2019.

ATCO

Fort McMurray
West 500-KV
Transmission
Project

Ongoing - 500 km of
line to connect &
support Thickwood
Substation.

Follow up on technical review is planned.
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FRONTIER PROJECT

Proposed Frontier Oil Sands Mine
The Frontier Oil Sands Mine Project, proposed by Teck Resources Limited includes the construction,
operation and reclamation of an oil sands surface mine with a production capacity of about 260,000
barrels per day of bitumen. The project is located in northeastern Alberta, approximately 110
kilometres north of Fort McMurray. The project is a truck and shovel mine which includes one open
pit, an ore preparation plant, a bitumen processing plant, tailings preparation and management
facilities, cogeneration facilities, support utilities, disposal and storage areas, river water intake, a
fish habitat compensation lake, bridge, roads, airfield and camp. The estimated project area is over
24,000 hectares. If the project is approved, the proposed project would operate for 41 years.

Frontier Mine Changes and Updates
In June 2015, Teck announced big changes to the

The regulatory process is ongoing and Mikisew

design of the Frontier Mine including changing

continues to participate fully in all aspects of the

its tailing system, changing some of the areas it

regulatory process. Over the past twelve months,

intends to mine, and the addition of a bridge

the Mikisew Cree First Nation (MCFN)

over the Athabasca River. For the past five (5)

Government and Industry Relations (GIR)

years, Mikisew has been raising concerns about

department has coordinated a detailed review of

the Frontier Mine in the regulatory process.

Teck’s updated Environmental Impact

Mikisew has raised formal concerns about many

Assessment (EIA). On October 18, 2016, the

issues: such as impacts to the Ronald Lake Bison

public comment period on the EIA, the project

Herd (RLBH); impacts to the Athabasca River

applications, and the additional information

from water withdrawals and contamination;

submitted by Teck has closed. The Joint Review

impacts to Buckton Creek and the Lake Claire

Panel will now consider the comments received

area; and, impacts to our Treaty Rights and

and will determine whether the information

Mikisew’s culture.

submitted by the proponent is sufficient to
proceed to the public hearing. At this time, the
MCFN is preparing to fully intervene in the
public hearing process.

“The GIR’s review of the Frontier Mine Environment Impact Assessment, and related
documents, is posted on Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency web portal at:
http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p65505/115857E.pdf.”
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REGULATORY: AER
AER Shallow SAGD Directive Review:
The Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) answers directly to the Cabinet of Alberta through the
Minister of Energy. The AER has a mandate to provide for the efficient, safe, orderly, and
environmentally responsible development of Alberta’s energy resources.
In doing so the AER develops “Directives” which basically tell industry how to develop in an
environmentally responsible manner. These Directives become the industry best practices so it
is important that they consider Aboriginal interests and address our concerns. Especially since, if
the Directive requirements are not stringent enough, the potential impacts can directly affect the
community.
One such recent Directive has been drafted for Steam Assisted Gravity Drainage (SAGD)
operators in the region who have bitumen resources that are closer to the surface than conventional SAGD operators. The issue here is that injecting high pressure steam in an area with less of
a caprock layer has a higher risk of blowouts or caprock fracturing that can lead to surface flows
of the bitumen as has been seen with the CNRL Primrose incident in Cold Lake which saw over
6,600 barrels of bitumen spill out over the land and into waterbodies affecting an area over 21
hectares and killing over 100 animals.

Image: CNRL Primrose Spill Source: Huffington Post

There is a large area for shallow SAGD in
our region that involves several operators
and a few proposed projects that would
need to align with this Directive. Since the
Directives announcement, several of the
shallow SAGD companies have withdrawn
their applications but a few remain.
MCFN has challenged the government and
the AER, who does not have a mandate to
consult, that these industry best practices
must not be developed without community
engagement. A joint First Nation and Metis
letter went to Indigenous Relations and the
AER requesting consultation.

The following communities were signatories to this letter:

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation

Chipewyan Prairie Dene First Nation

Fort Chipewyan Metis Local #125

Fort McKay First Nation

Fort McKay Metis

Fort McMurray Metis Local #1935

Mikisew Cree First Nation

On September 29-30, 2016 a joint two
day workshop was held which allowed
these communities to voice their
concerns with not only the Directive but
the process.
The AER has now committed to quarterly
meeting with the interested Aboriginal
groups in the region to talk about their
work, share information and most importantly listen to community concerns.
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REGULATORY: SYNCRUDE
Syncrude Mine Tour:
On September 15, 2016 ten community members from the
Syncrude Advisory Committee participated in a tour of
Syncrude’s reclaimed fen, North Mine, and wildlife/reclamation
presentation and discussion.
A/C Members Tour Syncrude’s Reclaimed Fen:
The A/C members participated in a boardwalk stroll of Syncrude’s
reclaimed fen. Syncrude reported that it had various wildlife
sightings and well established wildlife in the reclaimed fen thanks to monitoring efforts.
Elders had fun rummaging through some coyote/fox scat found on the boardwalk and offered
to help capture the ever elusive muskrat that to date Syncrude had been unable to capture
evidence of in the fen although thanks to other sightings, knew was inhabiting the fen.

Milkvetch: Some of the elders were fascinated by the reoccurring
presence, in many of the reclaimed areas, of Cicer milkvetch (syn. chickpea
milkvetch, Astralagus cicer), an aggressively-spreading legume that was
originally introduced to North America from Europe with the idea that it
would serve as a good foraging and hay crop. Cicer milkvetch is now
naturalizing in many areas, and while the plant doesn’t have a provincial
designation as of yet in the Alberta Weed Control Act, it is listed as one to
watch on the Alberta Invasive Plant Council’s website. The mature black
seed pods rattle loudly when you shake them and provided entertainment
value during the tour but definitely underscored the need to have
community members engaged in reclamation discussions and assist to
inform the species that are replanted in reclaimed areas to more naturally
occurring and less invasive species.
Syncrude Sulfur Pyramids :
Part of the legacy of industrial development is by-products that there may
or may not yet be good solutions for managing as an end product. These
massive sulfur pyramids are a good example of this. Currently there is not
a viable end use for all the sulfur that is left over after the extraction
process so it is stored onsite at Syncrude until an ideal solution is found.
Other by-products of mining that there is not yet a great solution for
storing, disposing or recycling are: massive dump truck tires, unused
pipelines, coke and tailings. These are all things that are not healthy to
leave in the environment but we will have significant amounts left over of
after the mining process!
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REGULATORY: SYNCRUDE

(CONTINUED)

Syncrude’s Wood Bison Herd: At the end of the tour
members stopped to visit Syncrude’s Wood Bison Viewpoint.
Many visitors stop at this public viewpoint hoping to catch a
glimpse of these amazing animals and luckily we did not walk
away disappointed on this day! While it is great to see these
animals thriving in a reclaimed mining area, this definitely
does not substitute for a healthy population existing on a
natural landscape. Our goal is to ensure this is not the case
with other culturally important species.

REGULATORY: CNRL
CNRL Mine Tour:
On September 13, 2016 nine community members of the
CNRL Advisory Committee toured some of the CNRL site and
went to view the new tailings and innovation tent. This tour
focused on how CNRL is looking at their management of
tailings (the fine material left after the oilsands extraction
process is complete). The current regulatory system doesn’t
allow for long term tailings ponds and has developed a new
Directive (regulation) that will require operators such as
Suncor and CNRL who have open pit mines to have new
plans in place to reduce fluid tailings (less use of water to
process tailings fines).
Bob Dunn on CNRL Tour: Bob Dunn presented a quick overview of what the Tailings and
Innovation tent was designed to achieve which is basically a large indoor laboratory where CNRL
can study and test different ways to best manage tailings.
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SHELL
Shell Muskeg River Mine Life of Closure Plan Workshop & Site Tour – September 7, 2016
Mikisew community members and a member from the GIR participated in a Life of Mine Closure Plan
Reclamation Workshop and Site Tour for Shell’s Muskeg River Mine in early September. The morning
started off with a presentation from Shell about their mine closure planning process and an update on
the incorporation of feedback from Mikisew members on the previous tour in 2012.
The Life of Mine Closure Plan is a regulatory requirement that is typically submitted every five years to
the Regulator. Some of the questions and concerns raised by the members included topics such as
Muskeg removal; current and past water withdrawals from the Athabasca River; current wildlife in the
project area and future wildlife habitat. The community members made recommendations to Shell that
included: providing an update at the next workshop that demonstrates specific examples of how and
where Shell included Mikisew Traditional Knowledge that was shared by members in 2012 and how
the information shared at the present workshop and tour will be included.
The GIR followed up on this recommendation with Shell by recommending that reclamation site tours
and focus group sessions should take place more frequently than the current schedule that Shell
supports, which is based on the requirement outlined by the Regulator and is every four to five years.
The purpose of the recommendation includes an opportunity for Shell to go above and beyond what is
required by the Regulator and provide Mikisew with an opportunity to become meaningfully engaged
with reclamation and the incorporation of Traditional Knowledge.

JACOS

ARG members walking the old access road to view the work completed since May 2015 on reclamation efforts.
Members took note of plants that are growing and will be discussing follow up at the next ARG meeting.
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(CONTINUED)

JACOS Site Tour – September 13, 2016
Four Mikisew members and a member from the GIR attended a Japan Canada Oil Sands Ltd (JACOS)
site tour that included viewing an old access road located within their Hangingstone Demonstration
project site and tour of their new Hangingstone Expansion project. Construction on the
Hangingstone Expansion project is currently estimated at 93% complete and expected to start
operations in early 2017.
Both projects are located 50 km southwest of Fort McMurray and 25 km west of the community of
Anzac. JACOS implements a unique approach to collaborating with Mikisew members and other
First Nations and Metis groups in the region by supporting an Aboriginal Review Group (ARG). The
ARG meets with JACOS quarterly and are currently working on developing a strategy to implement
meaningful community participation and Traditional Knowledge into JACOS reclamation and
monitoring plans. The GIR is helping to steer the development of the strategy in hopes that it will be
successful and can set the bar for other Industry groups to implement similar opportunities for
meaningful engagement with Mikisew.

INDUSTRY UPDATES

The Amisk Hydroelectric Project
The Amisk Hydroelectric Project (Amisk) is a 370 MW run-of-river hydroelectric project proposed to
be located on the Peace River approximately 15 km upstream of the Highway 2 Bridge at Dunvegan,
Alberta. The project would generate approximately 2588 GWh per year of electricity, which is
enough to supply roughly 359,000 Alberta residences. The Mikisew provided input into the draft
Environmental Impact Statement Guidelines (Federal) and the Environmental Impact Assessment
Guidelines (Provincial). Mikisew received funding from the company to review this. The Assessment
Guidelines have been finalized on both the Provincial and Federal side, and include consideration for
the PAD. The company currently states that the Amisk project will not impact the Peace Athabasca
Delta, for ice formation, hydrology or sedimentation. We are requesting that the company (AHP
Development Corporation) provide Mikisew with money to review the studies it used to come to
that conclusion (negotiation ongoing). We will be working our technical adviser, Dr. Carver, to
understand possible impacts to the PAD resulting from the project, and his results will determine
whether or not there is a need to conduct an IK study.
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INDUSTRY UPDATES

(CONTINUED)

Obed Mine Coal Spill
Six (6) charges were laid against the company by the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER), and they
face a maximum fine of 2.2 million dollars. No known changes were made to Alberta’s regime
controlling for the secure construction, operation and closure of tailings storage facilities. We
provided technical and community feedback into Sherritt’s Long-Term Monitoring Plan (LTMP).
We also provided feedback on their Human Health Report, and concluded that they did not assess
exposure pathways unique to Mikisew’s harvesting and traditional activities on the land. Even
though Sherritt’s own Impact Assessment concludes that the majority of the debris settled into
the PAD, there are no monitoring stations there. We requested that the AER force Sherritt to
modify its LTMP accordingly, to include the Delta, but they will not force the company. Likewise,
Sherritt says it has no reason to monitor the Delta, and LTMP has already been approved by
the AER. There is a meeting proposed with the AER, Alberta, Sherritt and we need to decide
whether or not to proceed with this route. First court appearance is scheduled for January 1,
2016 at a Hinton court, but the company entered a plea and so there is a rescheduling of
court proceedings. Community based monitoring results from 1 core sample in the Delta shows
that some debris from the Obed Spill has settled there, other core samples will be collected
to get a better sample size.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

The Federal Wood Bison Recovery Strategy: Mikisew submitted an initial
Indigenous Knowledge study to help inform the draft Federal Wood Bison Recovery. The
Federal Government had no questions on the submission, and looked for opportunities to
integrate Mikisew’s input. A final draft was then released for further input, at which point
Mikisew gathered additional community feedback and completed a technical review of the
draft. The proposed Recovery Strategy is posted on the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency’s Public Registry, and should be finalized shortly.
LINK: http://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/document/default_e.cfm?documentID=2914

GOVERNMENT AND
INDUSTRY RELATIONS

11

NOVEMBER
2016

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
Ronald Lake Bison Herd (RLBH): The Ronald Lake Bison Herd is now listed under
Alberta’s Wildlife Act, as a Subject Animal. Non-aboriginal hunting of the herd is now
prohibited, which is a big victory for Mikisew. Otherwise, work continues at the Technical
Team, where scientists are further examining the range of the herd, and things like
population count, mortality and birth rates, the sex and age structure of the herd, as well as
their seasonal habitat preferences and critical habitat. Part of the work is also focused on
understanding what the effects of the Teck mine would be on the herd. The Aboriginal
members of the Technical Team (including Mikisew), have recently submitted a proposal to
Alberta to do further IK work, so that information collected would help inform future
management of the herd. We are still waiting to see if Alberta will fund this proposal.

WELCOME: DENISE GOLDEN
There’s a new face at the GIR office in Fort McMurray- Denise Golden. Denise is a Ph.D. Candidate
in Forest Sciences, Lakehead University. Denise’s research was a collaboration with
Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) a political-territorial organization representing 49 First Nations in
northern Ontario. Denise worked with Elders and land users living in remote northern
communities (above the 51st N parallel) to document observations of changes on traditional
homelands attributed to climate change. The research also examined First Nation engagement in
climate change policy within Ontario. Prior to undertaking graduate studies she worked for
20 years in the environmental field in Alberta.
In her current position as Project Manager, Strengthening Economic Participation in Environmental
Monitoring: A Collaborative Initiative Among Indigenous Communities and Organizations in the
Peace-Athabasca Delta, she is working with the communities of Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation,
Metis Local 125, McMurray Metis and Mikisew Cree First Nation to implement a community-based
environmental monitoring curriculum in Fort Chipewyan for the Fall of 2017. The curriculum will
be based in Indigenous Knowledge overlaid with western science and monitoring tools. The GIR is
hosting her on behalf of the Aboriginal communities involved and administering the funding for the program under a strategic partnership with
Environment Canada.
Denise received the Aboriginal Partnership Research Award from Lakehead
University in 2012 and was recognized in 2015 as one of the 50+ Research
Stories to celebrate Lakehead University’s 50th Anniversary. Denise is a
published author in peer-reviewed science journals and contributor to
book chapters, as well as, a lecturer, guest speaker and has presented her
research and other topics related to the environment and the boreal forest at
conferences across Canada and the U.S.A.

GOVERNMENT AND
INDUSTRY RELATIONS

12

NOVEMBER
2016

G I R C O N S U L T A N T S - W H O T H E Y A R E & W H AT T H E Y D O

Maclean Environmental
Consulting specializes in the
development of Community Based
Monitoring, giving equal weight to
the use of Indigenous Knowledge
and western science. Maclean
Environmental Consulting also
specializes in Aboriginal
consultation, facilitation and
Environmental Assessment review.
Maclean Environmental Consulting has been in operation since
2011 and is comprised of Bruce Maclean as Director, and
part-time administrator Eddi Lee Sias of the Roseau
River First Nation.
Bruce Maclean has an extensive background in field sampling
and monitoring and experience in habitat restoration and
environmental education. His monitoring design stems from a
deep respect for Indigenous Knowledge.
Maclean Environmental Consulting currently directs the Community Based
Monitoring (CBM) Program for the Mikisew Cree First Nation (since 2008), as well as
coordinates environmental research and consultation related to
monitoring on their behalf. The CBM vision and mission are below:
CBM Vision
Healthy traditional lands that support MCFN
members for the next 7 generations.
CBM Mission
To protect MCFN Treaty and Aboriginal Rights
though active monitoring of the environment,
using Traditional Knowledge and Science in a
respectful balance.
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UNESCO MONITORING MISSION TO
WOOD BUFFALO NATIONA L PARK
SEPTEMBER 25TH—OCTOBER 4TH, 2016
The UNESCO has come to Wood Buffalo National Park to monitor the park’s status as
a World Heritage Site. The UNESCO ten-day monitoring mission will hear from
indigenous groups, scientists, and experts about impacts of hydroelectric and oil
sands activities such as the Site C dam and proposed Teck Frontier Oil Sands Mine.
The industrial activities threatening Wood Buffalo National Park are also threatening
the Mikisew Cree’s ability to sustain their culture and heritage, and the ability to
exercise their Aboriginal and Treaty rights.
Invited by the Mikisew Cree First Nation, the UNESCO mission comes one year after
the UNESCO expressed concern about “… the environmental impacts on the
Peace-Athabasca Delta from hydro-electric dams, oil sands development, and
proposed open-pit mining in the vicinity of the property…” and “… lack of
engagement with indigenous communities in monitoring activities, as well as
insufficient consideration of traditional ecological knowledge…”
One possible mission outcome is the UNESCO placing Wood Buffalo National Park on
the UNESCO List of World Heritage in Danger. This would require Canada to find
solutions to risks posed to the park. The Mikisew Cree are asking Canadian federal
and provincial government to create a buffer zone around the park and for stronger
regulations for industrial activities affecting its ecosystems.
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UNESCO MONITORING MISSION TO
WOOD BUFFALO NATIONA L PARK
SEPTEMBER 25TH—OCTOBER 4TH, 2016

MCFN Elders, MCFN technical experts, GIR Director: Melody Lepine, CBM members: Bruce Mclean and
Kevin Courtoreille and MCFN Councillors Terry Marten and Ronnie Campbell and UNESCO experts
“UNESCO Mission in Fort Chipewyan, AB—September 29th, 2016”

Students from Athabasca Delta Community School,
giving a presentation to the UNESCO experts
UNESCO Mission at the Community Hall
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PAST EVENT S
- C ULTURAL RETREAT ( AUG. 23 -24 , 2016 )
This year marked the GIR’s 11th Cultural Retreat. We switched it up a bit this year and the
retreat took place at the arbour in Doghead, Fort Chip. This year the main focus was on
learning how to better connect with our Elder’s. Throughout the 2 days the GIR staff, Industry
members and the MCFN Elder’s bonded over cultural activities, food and games.
Some of the highlights were:






Cree challenge—an Industry member, a youth and an Elder got together and learnt Cree
words then there was a competition afterwards on what team learnt and spoke the Cree
words the best.
Talking stick/campfire stories session—This was the 1st year we’ve done this and it
was a huge success. The Elder’s loved the time spent just sitting around the campfire
enjoying each other’s company and telling stories of good and sad times. We were all
there supporting each other throughout the stories. It was a beautiful evening which
ended with the Elder’s taking home a foldable chair and a warm blanket.
Fiddler Brendan Chartrand –This young fiddler entertained the Elder’s and they
absolutely loved his music. We will make sure to keep him in mind for future events.

Overall, the Cultural Retreat was a great success. We are already looking forward to next year.
We hope that everyone enjoyed themselves at the Retreat and left with many unforgettable
memories. Thanks again to all the sponsors that make this event a success each and every
year.

Fiddler Brendan Chartrand

Talking stick/ Campfire stories
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GIR EVENTS — COMING SOON
** MCFN ELDER’s Christmas Celebration **
—December 6th in Fort Chipewyan
**3rd Annual MCFN GIR Industry Showcase **
—TBD (in 2017)
** Mikisew GIR Roadshow **
(Fort Chipewyan, Fort McMurray, Edmonton,
High Level & Fort Smith)
—TBD (in 2017)

GIR OFFICE CLOSURE DATES
Friday November 11th, 2016—REMEMBRANCE DAY
Monday December 19th—Monday January 2nd, 2016
—CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS (reopen Tuesday January 3rd, 2016)
WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!! Look for us :)
https://www.facebook.com/MikisewGIR

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES & NEWS:

www.mikisewgir.com

