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UNESCO MONITORING MISSION TO WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK
September 25th—October 4th, 2016
Wood Buffalo National Park is a World Heritage Site protected under the World Heritage Convention. Mikisew
traditional knowledge holders, corroborated by leading scientists, agree that the ecosystems in the Park are
failing because of a lack of effective protections. Mikisew petitioned the World Heritage Committee (WHC) in
December 2014 to add the Park to the list of “World Heritage in Danger”. The petition noted seven major and
imminent threats to the Park: threats from hydro-electric activities on the Peace River upstream of the Park,
the development of oil sands activities south of the park, climate change and deficiencies in the legal
and management structure for the Park and its surrounding areas.
In 2015, the WHC noted with concern the environmental impacts on the Peace-Athabasca Delta from
hydro-electric dams, oil sands development and open-pit mining in the vicinity of the property. The WHC
requested Canada invite a joint World Heritage Centre/IUCN reactive monitoring mission to review the
impact of developments on the property.
The Mikisew Cree welcomed and met with the reactive monitoring mission experts in Fort Chipewyan on September
29th, 30th and 31st . Experts, Stephen Davis (Aquatic Ecosystem Expert) and Tilman Jaeger (representing the IUCN)
met with Mikisew elders, land users, our western science experts, Chief and Council and the GIR team to discuss
Mikisew’s concerns about WBNP. The major concern is declining water levels in the PAD and the impacts to Mikisew
land use and culture. The experts finalized the mission report and it was released by the WHC on
March 10th with 17 recommendations that we fully support. A summary of the mission report is provided
in a separate news bulletin. These steps are to prepare us to attend the next WHC meeting this July to see
what outcomes may result with our petition. We thank all of the community members for their
continued support on our Petition.
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REGULATORY: TAILINGS
The Issue - Tailings ponds are a growing legacy in the region with some of largest tailings ponds in the world residing
here in Alberta. As far back as 1971, an extensive report on environmental hazards commissioned by the Alberta government cited, the tailings ponds as the most dangerous environmental impact.

Image: An aerial view of Suncor’s tailings pond 6 which was the
company’s original mid-1960s open-pit mine.

What are Tailings?
Tailings are the unrecoverable and uneconomic metals,
minerals, chemicals, organics and process water that are
discharged after the oilsands industry extraction process,
normally as slurry, to a final storage area such as a tailings
pond. The physical and chemical characteristics of tailings
and their methods of handling and storage are of great and
growing environmental concern.

Image: Suncor combines tailings with a flocculent and the
yogurt-like result is pumped into this settling area where the
water separates out and is reused.

What is the Government Doing About It?
In 2009 the ERCB (now the Alberta Energy Regulator)
was forced to admit “that while in the past minable
oil sands operators proposed the conversion of
fluid tailings into deposits that would become
trafficable and ready for reclamation … they did
not meet the targets set out in their applications.”
Image: Deterrents including effigies, like the one pictured above
from Syncrude’s Mildred Lake settling basin, and propane cannons are intended to frighten birds from landing in the tailings
and process affected (chemically contaminated) waters.
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REGULATORY: TAILINGS

Image: Two mallard drakes dead, floating
semi-submerged in bitumen mat at Syncrude's
Aurora tailings pond.

Image: Taken from boat at shore, small duck
coated with bitumen sitting on sand at edge of
bitumen mat at Syncrude's Aurora tailings pond.

What Does Industry Say?
Even industry has come to recognize that it can’t just ignore tailings ponds. In 2012,
12 oil sands producers including Syncrude, Suncor, Shell, Imperial and Canadian Natural
Resources Ltd. decided to collaborate to develop technology that would reduce the oil
sands’ environmental footprint. This is when the Canada’s Oil Sands Innovation Alliance
(COSIA) was formed, and tailings pond management became one of its top priorities.

In April 2008, Syncrude Canada Ltd. was fined three million dollars, the largest environmental penalty in Alberta history,
after being found guilty of the deaths of 1,606 birds on its tailings ponds. The 3 million dollars was split among
government, nature groups and post-secondary institutions like Keyano.

Current Status
There is still no proven technology that will reduce or
minimize the impact of tailings ponds. Most of the ponds that have been
in use for decades continue to grow faster than the technologies
being developed and implemented to manage them.
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REGULATORY: TAILINGS

(CONTINUED)

New Framework and Directive
On March 13, 2015, the GoA released the Lower

The TMF gives both the AER and industry objectives on

Athabasca Region: Tailings Management Framework for

how to manage existing and new fluid tailings

Mineable Athabasca Oil Sands (TMF). As a result, the

volumes. This outlines how industry, the AER, and

Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) suspended Directive 074 -

government will manage tailings accumulation and

Tailings Performance Criteria and Requirements for Oil

risk. The main objective of the TMF is to minimize fluid

Sands Mining Schemes and developed new requirements

tailings accumulation by ensuring that fluid tailings are

for tailings management, including a new directive. On

treated and reclaimed during the life of a project. All

July 14, 2016, the AER announced the release of their new

fluid tailings associated with a project should be ready

Directive 085—Fluid Tailings Management for Oil Sands

to reclaim within 10 years of the end of mine life.

Mining Projects, which sets out the new application and

Performance-monitoring requirements will be put in

performance reporting requirements for fluid tailings

place to keep industry on track and will ensure that

volume, and management plans are part of a phased

those results are clearly reported.

approach to implementing the TMF.

What is the MCFN GIR Doing About It?
MCFN GIR is conducting technical reviews and providing comments on the TMF, the new Directive 85 as well as the
updated Tailings Management Plans that the mine operators in the region were required to submit by November 1, 2016.
These included:
 Suncor Millennium Mine

 Suncor Base Plant

 CNRL Horizon

 Imperial (Kearl)

 Syncrude Aurora North

 Shell Muskeg River

 Shell Jackpine Mine

 Suncor Fort Hills

 Syncrude Mildred Lake (as part of
their MLX application)

Next Steps:
MCFN GIR is exploring joint opportunities with the Pembina Institute as well as the other First Nations and Métis
groups in the region to look at the broader issue of tailings via a communications campaign or report and joint
letters to the AER and GoA. Pembina is seeking funding opportunities to do this review and feel that if they had one or
more Indigenous groups together on the plan, this would get more traction, more support and more funding.
A joint strategic session is currently planned for May 10, 2017 with Pembina, the other First Nations and Métis as
well as our technical reviewers who have been engaged on the TMP’s to discuss the issues and gaps, and identify
potential opportunities and strategize on approach.
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REGULATORY: SYNCRUDE
Syncrude has several projects in operation with a current production capacity of 350,000 bpd, including:


Aurora North Mine: The mine is approved for 116,000 bpd.
First production was in July 2001.



Aurora South Mine: This mine was initially approved in the
mid-1990s and is now not projected to be constructed until
the 2020s with an approved production of 200,000 bpd.
At issue is that project approvals should not be allowed to
persist for this long if they are not going to be developed.
MCFN GIR will request a new Environmental review and
renewed consultation should the project proceed.



Mildred Lake Mine: Start-up was in 1978 and planned to go
to 2032 with an approved capacity of 290,000 bpd. The
processing capacity currently stands at 230,000 bpd.



Mildred

Lake

Extension

(MLX):

The

current

MLX

application is an expansion of the Mildred Lake Mine
located on the West bank of the Athabasca River
approximately

35

kilometres

(km)

north

of

Fort

McMurray and 15 km south of Fort MacKay. MLX
Project is composed of two new open pit mines adjacent
to the Mildred Lake site as well as infrastructure including
a bridge across the Mackay River. The MLX project is
designed to sustain bitumen production at the Mildred
Lake facility after depletion of the mine, which is expected
in 2024. Start-up is planned for 2018 and planned to go
until 2023. This will extend the duration of mining activity
on the Mildred Lake leases by about 14 years.

Syncrude’s 10 Year Renewal Application: In December 2016, Syncrude applied to renew an existing
approvals for it’s two active and operationally integrated mining sites (Mildred Lake and Aurora North
oil sands processing plants and mines) which currently produce approximately 331 500 bpd of upgraded
crude oil. MCFN is reviewing the application and filed a statement of concern on April 12, 2017 with our
full technical review. This is an opportunity to assess Syncrude’s operations over the last 10 years and
raise concerns including it’s currently inadequate Tailings Management Plans. The MCFN GIR will continue
to challenge Syncrude’s performance via the regulatory process.
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REGULATORY:
NORTHLAND FOREST PRODUCT S LTD.
Northland Forest Products Ltd (NLFP) was established by the Ewashko family in 1970 as a portable sawmill.
In 1975 the first stationary mill was constructed just north of Fort McMurray, and in 1981 moved to its current
location approximately 16km north of the city. The sawmill has continued to expand, adding new technology
to its facilities to increase its efficiency and to reduce wood wastage. The company is proud of the
advancements it has made and is pleased to now say that 100% of the fibre brought onto the site is used.
In December of 2015, NFPL purchased the assets, including the timber rights, of Millar Western’s Boyle
operations. This expanded their operating area from Lac La Biche to about 120km north of Fort McMurray,
and from about Hwy 881 to the Athabasca River.
Forestry operations follow the Detailed Forest Management Plan, developed by the Forest Management
Agreement holder, Alberta-Pacific, in conjunction with the quota holders like Northland Forest Products.
This plan, along with the Operating Ground Rules, and Provincial regulations, outlines how the forests will
be managed. These documents include details on harvesting methods, road construction practices,
reclamation, reforestation, as well as how the companies must interact with other users of the landscape.
Northland Forest Products is committed to managing its forest resource using world class forest stewardship.
Using the forest sustainably so that all future generations have access to the many benefits that forests
provide, is at the heart of our forestry practices.

If you would like to know more about Northland Forest Products or
our practices, you can visit their website at www.northlandforestproducts.com
or contact: Jordan Dyck, Planning Forester: jordan@nfpl.ca Phone: (587) 532-8795
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Mikisew Cree First Nation UNESCO Petition Update: MCFN responds to Canada’s State of Conservation
Report on Wood Buffalo Nation Park.
As a result of the Mikisew Cree First Nation’s UNESCO petition to list the Wood Buffalo Park/World
Heritage Site as In Danger, the World Heritage Committee prompted a Reactive Monitoring
Mission to review Mikisew’s concerns.
The 2017 UNESCO Mission report of the joint
World Heritage Centre/IUCN Reactive Monitoring Mission, showed there is no longer any doubt
that urgent work needs to be done to better protect the Wood Buffalo National Park
World Heritage Site and to engage Indigenous peoples in its protection.
The challenges facing Wood Buffalo National Park have reached a point where the future
of a disproportionately important part of the Property’s natural values, the Peace Athabasca
Delta, is uncertain as the Mikisew have stated.
New and urgent actions are needed to improve how the Outstanding Universal Values (OUV’s) of
Wood Buffalo National Park are protected and managed. While Canada has committed to develop
an action plan in response to the recent reactive monitoring mission report, Canada’s 2017 State of
Conservation report highlights that much work needs to be done to avoid the ongoing tendency
to repeat the very approaches that gave rise to the concerns articulated in the UNESCO
Decision 39 COM 7B.18 and that greatly concerned the reactive monitoring mission.
Of particular concern are the references in the 2017 State of Conservation report to existing
initiatives and frameworks that continue to prevent timely, focused and proportionate responses
to known dangers facing the Wood Buffalo National Park World Heritage Site. Of similar concern are
parts of the report that do not clearly acknowledge the limitations of current frameworks that Canada
cites in its response to 39 COM 7B.18. Wood Buffalo Nation Park does not have the luxury of
“business as usual.”
The 2017 State of Conservation Report underscores the need for clear direction and timelines
from the World Heritage Committee to ensure that Canada’s Action Plan entails new measures
directed at the severe concerns facing this World Heritage Site and the indigenous
engagement required.
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GIR ADVISORY GROUP
On Wednesday March 15, 2017 the MCFN GIR staff was in Fort Chip to present and explore the concept of developing
a community led GIR Advisory Group. Mikisew GIR Staff met with Elders in their homes and held a presentation and
dinner at the Community Hall that evening. The intent was to look at ways to restructure the way the current Advisory
Committees and associated task groups are formed, such as Indigenous Knowledge input, reclamation input, site
tours, Advisory Committees and so on, so that we can better represent the diverse and unique community interests
when carrying out our mandate.

Who is the GIR and what do we do?


The GIR represents the Mikisew community interests when engaging and consulting with industry and
government on environmental and industrial development issues.


The GIR bring information and make recommendations to Chief and Council, who are the final
decision makers on projects and policy that pertain to the environment and industrial development in
our Treaty 8 Traditional Territory.

Why is the GIR proposing changes?

What is being proposed?



The GIR recognizes that the Mikisew membership is

At this point the GIR is proposing to develop an

integral to the mandate of the GIR and that members

Advisory Group

are impacted in various ways by industry and

cross section of the community. The Advisory Group

associated projects, and government legislation and

will be a sounding board on projects, raise

policies.

issues, and access community members for specific

Our objective is to engage with the membership to

work items or tasks that involve community specific

ensure that all interests and concerns are heard and

engagement. The Advisory Group itself would:

represented in a meaningful way.







The ultimate goal of the group is to infuse Mikisew
knowledge and holistic views into the engagement;



The GIR wish to strengthen our communication to the
Mikisew community and increase community input
and feedback so we can better represent your
interests.

consist of up to thirty (30) community
members;



and consultation work that the GIR carries out on
behalf of the Mikisew Cree First Nation.

which would be a representative

meet with the GIR staff approximately four (4)
times per year;



assist in identifying other community members
for smaller task groups, such as: TECK Hearing
Community Panel, Reclamation Workshops,
Site Tours, Advisory Committees for Industry,
etc.
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GIR ADVISORY GROUP
Advisory
Group

Working Group / Task
Group
e.g: Imperial Oil Advisory
Committee

Working Group / Task
Group
e.g: ATCO Mapping
Session

Working Group / Task
Group
e.g: Suncor Site Tour

The intention of the restructuring is to:


Meaningfully engage Mikisew members



Improve community knowledge and participation



Strengthen communication and transparency



Seek meaningful input and feedback



Enhance the use of Mikisew Indigenous
Knowledge

What does the GIR need from you?
The GIR would like feedback and input from
Mikisew members on this proposed idea to
restructure how we engage with the community
and on how the Advisory Group would be
structured. For example,

Next steps:
The GIR is still providing community members with
the opportunity to ask questions and provide feed-



10 Elders

back by calling the office at 780-714-6500 and talk-



10 Land Users

ing with us or via the survey forms which can be done



7-8 Community Members



2-3 Youth

online via our Facebook page and sent to the GIR or
provided anonymously at http://mikisewgir.com/
#who-we-are.Once we compile all the feedback, we
will present our findings to the community via another
community engagement session in Spring 2017 to
verify what we heard. A draft Terms of Reference for
the Advisory Group would also be presented and if
accepted, we would implement this new engagement
process in mid to late 2017.
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GIR OPERATIONS
Interim Operations Manager
Our Operations Manager, Ashley Jacobs, is on a temporary
leave from work, expecting a return by the end of June. In
the interim, Patricia Hardisty will be the Acting Operations
Manager. Patricia has been with the GIR for two years as a
Consultation Coordinator and has a background in finance
and office management. She will be assisting with GIR
Human Resources, Administration and Finance.

GIR Summer Students
Katie Wheatley is a Master’s student in Environmental Anthropology with a keen
interest in energy governance. She will be working alongside Carl Braun, the Manager
of Government Relations for the summer.
Breanne Whiteknife, a member of Mikisew Cree First Nation, will be job shadowing
the industry consultation team, as well as assist in daily administrative work. Breanne
is a full-time student at the University of Alberta, studying a combined degree in
Bachelor of Science in Environmental Conservation Sciences and Bachelor of Arts in
Native Studies. Having grown up trapping and hunting on the Athabasca River,
Breanne hopes to give back to the community through her efforts to achieve a more
environmentally committed future.
Liam Mckay is a proud MCFN member and a student at Portage College in Lac La
Biche in the Natural Resources Technology program. Liam will be working with our
Community Based Monitoring (CBM) and our Community Based Environmental Monitoring Training program for the summer. He will be working both from our office at the
GIR and in the field in Fort Chipewyan with Denise Golden and Bruce Maclean.
Sara Voyageur has joined the GIR team for the summer to help the finance and admin team. Sara is an MCFN member and full-time student at Keyano College in Fort
McMurray. This fall, Sara will be entering her third year in the Bachelor of Science in
Nursing program. Sara has worked for the MCFN in the past in various roles,
including as a summer student at the MCFN band office in the finance department.
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SUPPORTING INDIGENOU S EMPLOYMENT IN
ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING: A REPORT
ON THE WORK TO DATE
Strengthening Economic Participation in Environmental Monitoring: A Collaborative Initiative Among Indigenous
Communities and Organizations in the Peace-Athabasca Delta—The Program is part of a three-year project
(2016-19) to support Indigenous employment in environmental monitoring and establish related business ventures (e.g., social enterprise, joint venture).
This past year, the project was focused on developing the training curriculum and raising funds to deliver the training
in Fort Chipewyan in 2017—the Community-Based Environmental Training Program. In 2018 and 2019, the project
will focus on supporting Indigenous-led business ventures in the environmental monitoring sector. The project may
transfer to other regions of Alberta, and Canada, in future years.

A number of activities have occurred to shape and inform the Program. Two key events were the Curriculum Design
Workshop, October 13, 2016 and the Co-teaching & Participant Orientation Workshop, March 16-18, 2017; both
workshops took place in Fort Chipewyan, Alberta.

During the Curriculum Design Workshop participants
discussed the importance of having a holistic training
curriculum that reflects Indigenous perspectives and
worldviews. This training program will teach students
about respecting the laws of the land and people,
evoke a sense of stewardship of the land, and pass
on a way of life.

The interconnections between the land, water, and all forms of life—water, soil, air, water, plants, wildlife, and
human health and the connections between these things will be key areas in the training. (cont’d on next page)
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SUPPORTING INDIGENOU S EMPLOYMENT IN
ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING: A REPORT
ON THE WORK TO DATE
The Co-teaching & Participant Orientation Workshop provided an opportunity for community Elders and landusers (community knowledge holders) and staff from the education partner, Keyano College. The workshop was
facilitated by knowledgeable and experienced individuals, Beverly Sabourin, Peter Globensky and Shaunna Morgan, to guide how Indigenous knowledge and Western science will be “braided” together in the delivery of the
curriculum, or a co-teaching approach in Indigenous science and Western science. This approach acknowledges
that both knowledge systems, although differing in worldviews, bring equivalent value to the training program
and that together make both stronger. This strength is viewed as invaluable to the training program in the
knowledge that will be gained by the participants.

In addition to the workshops, between January and March 2017, a
number of Curriculum Development Sessions took place in Fort
Chipewyan. These were day long sessions at which Elders, land-users
and other members from the Indigenous communities, educational
representatives from Keyano College, and other project members
involved with the program, gathered to discuss the specifics in curriculum content (i.e., what topics need to be included in the training?)
Water monitoring was identified as a very important area in the training program, as were one week on-the-land learning sessions in each
season during the program to be led by community Elders and landusers.

Next steps are developing the work plan in anticipation of funding approvals (funding decisions are
expected in the next month or so) and the application process for potential participant to enrol in the
training. If you have questions or would like more information please contact:

Denise Golden, Project Manager
c/o Government & Industry Relations (GIR)
Mikisew Cree First Nation, Fort McMurray, AB
Denise.golden@mcfngir.ca
Mobile: +1.780.747.4728
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PAST EVENT S
2016 MCFN ELDER’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
(DECEMBER 6TH, 2016)
The MCFN GIR Elder’s Celebration was held December 6th,
2016 at the Community Hall in Fort Chipewyan. We had over 50
Elder’s attend the fun-filled afternoon. The day consisted of:


Fun bingo



Fiddle music by Brendan Chartrand



Christmas craft table



Photos with Santa



Delicious turkey feast

The MCFN GIR staff looks forward to this event each and every
year. We hope that the Elder’s enjoyed their celebration and had a
great Christmas.

MCFN Elder’s participating in one

MCFN Elder’s @ the Community Hall

The set-up at the Community Hall

of the games we planned for the
afternoon

Fiddler Brendan Chartrand
MCFN GIR Staff with Santa

Santa Clause making his
appearance at the
Elder’s Christmas
Celebration.
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GIR EVENTS — COMING SOON
**2017 Treaty Days **
—June 21st, 22nd and 23rd
** 2017 MCFN GIR Cultural Retreat **
—August 2017 in Fort Chipewyan

GIR OFFICE CLOSURE DATES
Wednesday June 21st—NATIONAL ABORIGINAL DAY
Thursday June 22nd—Friday June 23rd—ACFN/Metis DAYS
Monday July 3rd—In lieu of CANADA DAY
Monday August 7th—HERITAGE DAY

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!! Look for us :)
https://www.facebook.com/MikisewGIR

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES & NEWS:

www.mikisewgir.com

