Compare with the open letter to the EPA affirming the carbon
benefits of biomass, signed by OVER 100 scientists from more
than 80 universities, all of them experts in FORESTRY.
http://www.biomass101.org/resources/2015/4/9/open-letter-toepa-from-100-forestry-scientists

This ignores that the
amendment states biomass
is renewable and carbon
neutral ONLY if it doesn’t
cause land-use conversion.

The relevant measure isn’t carbon
emitted upon release, but the net
carbon emitted and captured by the
full carbon cycles of coal and biomass
over a scientifically appropriate
timescale.
As stated in the Fourth Assessment
Report of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, “In the long term,
a sustainable forest management
strategy aimed at maintaining or
increasing forest carbon stocks, while
producing an annual sustained yield
of timber, fiber or energy from the
forest, will generate the largest
sustained mitigation benefit.”

The most common timeframe for
measuring the impacts of
greenhouse gases is 100 years, as
illustrated by the widespread use
of 100-year global warming
potentials. This timeframe
provides a more accurate
accounting of cumulative emissions
than shorter intervals.
The EPA’s Science Advisory Board
(SAB) panel’s final draft report on
biogenic carbon emissions agreed
that a 100 year timeframe is
reasonable for considering carbon
impacts of biomass. As did 100
prominent forest scientists from 80
universities, who shared their
views with EPA in a letter in
November of 2014.

Healthy markets mean
healthy forests:
1. According to USDA data,
the total volume of trees
growing in U.S. forests has
increased 50% since 1953.
The carbon stored in these
forests has increased at a
corresponding rate.
2. Additionally, current
markets consume only a
small percentage of forest
inventory annually.
3. Biomass energy markets
provide additional income to
forest owners that they can
reinvest to plant more trees,
protect forests from insects,
disease and fire, and grow
larger, more resilient trees.

Sustainable, scientific
forestry management
means trees are constantly
being planted, and so there
are trees in every stage of
their life cycles capturing
carbon even as others are
being harvested.

The facts speak for
themselves- U.S. timberlands
are managed in a sustainable
growth and harvest cycle, and
are presently growing at MORE
THAN TWICE the rate of
harvest. Biomass markets, like
other forest products markets,
enable private forests to
provide sustainable carbon
benefits over the long term.

Competition is a cornerstone of free
markets, and demand for forest
products provides strong economic
incentive to maintain forestlands.
The loss of forest bioenergy markets
diminishes the value of forests and
places greater pressure on forest
owners to convert them to other
uses causing a loss of carbon
storage, wildlife habitat, recreation
opportunities and other important
public benefits.

