
D O  Y O U  A L R E A D Y  K N O W  T H E  C O R E
A R G U M E N T  A N D  T A K E A W A Y  O F  Y O U R

B O O K ?

NO

D O  Y O U  W A N T  E X T E R N A L
V A L I D A T I O N  O R  I N P U T

F R O M  E D I T O R S  B E F O R E
Y O U  F I N I S H ?

D O E S  Y O U R
T O P  P R E S S
T Y P I C A L L Y
R E Q U I R E  A

F U L L
D R A F T

B E F O R E
I S S U I N G  A

C O N T R A C T ?

NOT NECESSARILY

D O  Y O U  F I N D  E X T E R N A L
D E A D L I N E S  M O T I V A T I N G

O R  S T R E S S F U L ?

D O  Y O U  N E E D  A N  A D V A N C E  C O N T R A C T
F O R  S O M E  R E A S O N  T H A T  O U T W E I G H S

T H E  S T R E S S  O F  A  D E A D L I N E ?

KEEP
WORKING

Your goals
could shift  by
the time you

finish.
You may want
to wait before

committing
to a

publishing
partner.

Submitting
a full

manuscript
allows for a
streamlined
peer review
process and
makes your

book
less of a r isk

for the
publisher.

A R E  Y O U
W I T H I N  A

Y E A R  O R  T W O
O F  F I N I S H I N G

T H E
M A N U S C R I P T ?

A R E  Y O U
W R I T I N G  A

T R A D E  B O O K
O R  A N

A C A D E M I C
B O O K ?

WHEN TO SUBMIT YOUR BOOK
PROPOSAL TO PUBLISHERS

before you finish a full draft of your manuscript or after?
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TRADE

ACADEMIC

SUBMIT
PROPOSAL FIRST
You'l l  want to make

sure there's a market
for your book before
you invest too much
time into writing it .

You may need to
secure representation
from a l iterary agent if

you plan to target
large publishers.

YES

KEEP WORKING
on your manuscript until

you can articulate its
thesis and stakes in your

proposal .

KEEP
WORKING
though you

can submit a
proposal to

gauge
tentative
interest.

GO AHEAD AND
SUBMIT

Follow your target
press's submission

instructions.  I f  you're
offered an advance

contract after review of
the proposal ,  you'l l  set a
due date for submitting

the full  manuscript
which will  l ikely also be

peer reviewed before
it 's  f inally approved for

publication.

check out the book proposal book for more on the acquisitions process for scholarly books

YES

YES NO

YES

MOTIVATING STRESSFUL

YES

NO

NO


