How To Give Sacrificially

Many people--even those who give regularly and generously-never experience sacrificial giving.

Our UNLEASHED! campaign challenges us to take a step
forward in our giving to God. Sacrificial giving is one way to do
that! Four Biblical principles help define what sacrificial giving
looks like in the lives of God’s people. Consider them in your
own prayerful Bible-study in the next few days:

Sacrifice reflects the measure of God 's
blessing on our lives
Jesus said the widow who gave her two small copper coins at the
Temple sacrificed “more than all the others” --Mark 12.43. “If the
willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has,
not according to what one does not have”--2 Cor. 8.3.

Sacrifice evidences faith
The extreme generosity of the Macedonians in the apostle Paul’s
Sacrifice costs us something
time, “even beyond their ability” was pleasing to God--2 Cor 8.3,
When given the option to offer God a gift from someone else,
King David said, “I will not...sacrifice a burnt offering that costs “for without faith it is impossible to please God”--Heb 11.6
me nothing”--1 Chron. 21:24. Sacrifice always has a price tag!
Sacrificial giving is the example of
Sacrifice reveals our love
the saints who have gone before
for the Lord
us, in the Scriptures and in every
“In Luke 7, Jesus accepted the expression of love from a sinful
age since. Will those who look
woman who anointed His feet with perfume”--Luke 7.36-50.
back on our lives say it also
Though others criticized her, Christ commended her for her
characterizes us?
beautiful gift.
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Excitement Grows for

Excitement is growing at New Life as our UNLEASHED!
campaign intensifies. Over the next four weeks, New
Life leaders will be sharing messages from God’s Word
on the subject of stewardship. They will be challenging us
to grow in our walk with Christ
and experience the joy of obedience to God’s leading in our lives.
Several of our church leaders
will also share their stewardship testimonies in the Sunday
morning worship services. Their
willingness to tell us about their

...

personal spiritual journeys will give us all insight into what God
may want to do in our lives personally. Discovering God’s will
and direction for making a sacrificial commitment to our
UNLEASHED! campaign is a process that takes much prayer,
serious planning, and heart-to-heart
discussions with those closest to us.
“The leadership of New Life and I believe
that God wants to do even more through our
church in the days ahead,” says Pastor Jeff,
“Let us consistently seek Him, asking what
He wants us to do and what He wants us to
give to this vital cause.”

What Debt Reduction Can Free Us To Do
• Increasing money spent on ministries to at least 10% of our budget
(up from 4.7% today)
• Increase our cash reserves to a healthier level of $100,000 (from
$50,000 today)
• Funding New Life’s Antioch Vision to reach people of all ethnicities
in our city and beyond
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New Life leadership has spent considerable time in prayer
and discussion identifying these top proiorities for
UNLEASHED! Not only do we want to get out of debt,
our desire to redirect God’s resources for His purposes
includes but is not limited to:
• Restoring staff salaries and provide
retirement matching (401k)
• Increasing money spent on missions to at least 10%
of our budget (up from 7.5% today)

People Make
Things Happen
Leaders know how to get things done--through and with other people.
With God’s blessing and direction, we expect to see great things happen
as our UNLEASHED! campaign leaders build great teams around them
and get things done!
Between services on January 12, the Campaign Leadership Team was
introduced publically. Since then the teams have been meeting and working
hard. Here’s a brief review of these key leaders and their roles:

Karyn Richardson and Kristie Young are preparing all the publicity that
will help you understand what is going on, along with when and why it is
happening. Our UNLEASHED! brochure and newsletters are examples of
the ways that they are spreading the word.
Jim Lynn, the Advance Commitments Event Team Leader, will assist in
receiving advance financial commitments from key church leaders. The
sacrificial three-year commitments of these church leaders will be an
inspiration to the rest of the congregation.
The Vision Event Team Leader, Jeff Jorgenson, is busy planning all the
details of the grand Vision Event scheduled for March 30. His team will
plan the location, menu and program for that big day in the life of our
church.
Church Administrator Gary Krueger and Church Treasurer Sue Tu, the
Continuation Team Leaders, will soon be assembling a small group of
people to carry on our UNLEASHED! campaign throughout the next three
years. These faithful folks will keep our goals and progress ever before
us as we all continue to give sacrificially toward the fulfillment of our
three-year commitments.

UNLEASHED! Campaign Leadership Team pictured left to right
Boyd Fenton, Jim Lynn, Pastor Jeff Noble, Barbara Elkin, Kim Jentink,
Diane Ristvey, Jeff Jorgenson, Karyn Richardson, Kristie Young,
(not pictured) Gary Krueger and Sue Tu
Boyd Fenton, Campaign Coordinator, oversees our entire UNLEASHED!
campaign. Boyd will work closely with Pastor Jeff and our Excel
consultant, Lindon Kirby, to plan each part of our stewardship adventure.
You will hear from them often as they communicate important
information about this campaign.
Barbara Elkin knows the power of prayer, a vital spiritual foundation for
our stewardship challenge. She has already organized the 24-Hour Prayer
Vigil, and will continue to emphasize prayer throughout this campaign.
Kim Jentink and Diane Ristvey have organized teams of callers to contact
each family within the church on a couple of occasions. The first effort
gathered prayer requests for the 24-Hour Prayer Vigil. The second effort
will soon involve calling for Vision Event reservations.

A special thanks to all our photographers!
Maren Jorgenson, Craig Jentink,
Chris Thibodeau, Hailea Johnson

Campaign Goals
Announced

On Sunday March 2, our campaign leadership announced our UNLEASHED!
campaign target goals to reduce the debt and how each goal will help us
increase New Life’s ministry effectiveness.
1 Chronicles 29 sets a precedent for sacrificial giving by recording how God’s
people made their sacrificial gifts for the building of the Temple:
First, King David affirmed his own deep devotion to God as he declared his
sacrificial commitment.
Next, the nation’s leaders stepped forward with their sacrificial commitments.
Finally, all the people of God followed their leaders by also giving joyfully,
generously and sacrificially. This is the pattern that we want to follow at New
Life Community Church.
Prayerfully applying this example, we have set three goals for our UNLEASHED!
campaign. We view these goals as faith steps along our path of obedience to
God. They will help us to achieve the vision of our UNLEASHED! campaign and
enhance our witness for God throughout this community.
Faith Step One: $500,000
This amount represents a significant faith commitment by the New Life family.
It gives New Life the option of refinancing our mortgage while adding $35,000
per year in the General Fund and allowing New Life to address many of the
top initiatives outlined by church leadership.
Faith Step Two: $1,000,000
This amount represents wide-spread commitment and significant
progress towards achieving the faith challenges presented by our
leadership. Achieving this goal saves New Life $850,000 in interest
payments while generating $70,000 in new cash flow annually,
allowing New Life to address the top initiatives as outlined by
church leadership.
Faith Step Three: $2,000,000
This amount represents a commitment by our entire New
Life family to sacrificial faith giving, which will allow us
to pay off our entire debt. Being debt free will enable
New Life to give $256,000 a year back to the Lord
for His ministry purposes. Imagine what God will
do with this investment in His Kingdom!

Prayer--the basic essential.
Don't leave home without it!
Make a special point of praying daily for the following:
• Spiritual protection of our church--both staff and members
• Willingness by all to serve in this campaign
• Willingness by each individual to petition the Lord for
guidance in their financial participation
• Sensitivity to God’s leading in all things and hearts
open to follow where He directs
“Now the full number of those who believed were of
one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the
things that belonged to him was his own, but they had
everything in common.” --Acts 4.32
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$1M

We will praise the Lord when our first goal is
reached, but even then we must remember it is still
just a faith step. Following God is a journey and a
lifestyle of obedience, Biblical stewardship is
never finished this side of heaven. Even
our third milestone is not our ultimate
destination. We will continue to seek
the Lord and live obediently as He
shows us His plan for our lives
and for our church.

$500,000

