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DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 

NOTICE OF EMERGENCY AND PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

 

The Director of the District Department of Transportation (DDOT), pursuant to the authority set 

forth in Sections 3(b), 5(a)(3)(E), 6(b), and 7 of the Department of Transportation Establishment 

Act of 2002, effective May 21, 2002 (D.C. Law 14-137; D.C. Official Code §§ 50-921.02(b), 50-

921.04(a)(3)(E), 50-921.05(b), and 50-921.06 (2014 Repl. & 2017 Supp.)), and Sections 6(a)(1), 

6(a)(6) and 6(b) of the District of Columbia Traffic Act, approved March 3, 1925 (43 Stat. 1121; 

D.C. Official Code §§ 50-2201.03(a)(1), (a)(6), and (b) (2014 Repl. and 2017 Supp.)), hereby 

gives notice of the adoption on an emergency basis, and the intent to adopt on a final basis, 

amendments to Chapter 24 (Stopping, Standing, Parking, and Other Non-Moving Violations) of 

Title 18 (Vehicles and Traffic) of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR). 

 

The emergency rulemaking amends, and the proposed rulemaking would amend, Title 18 to 

exempt Farmers’ Markets participating in both the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) 

and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) from any parking meter fees 

incurred as a result of temporary parking restrictions caused by their occupancy of public space. 

 

The emergency rulemaking is necessitated by an immediate need to preserve the public welfare 

by allowing these Farmers’ Markets to continue to operate in the District, thereby providing 

healthy food options to DC residents receiving FMNP and SNAP benefits.  Through regulations 

and agency policy, DDOT has expressed a continued interest in seeing Farmers’ Markets 

available to the public in general and those residents in most need of their benefits in particular.   

 

The Director also gives notice of intent to take final rulemaking action to adopt these 

amendments in not less than thirty (30) days after the date of publication of this notice in the 

D.C. Register. 

 

This emergency rule was adopted on April 26, 2018, and became effective immediately. This 

emergency rule will remain in effect until August 24, 2018, one hundred twenty (120) days from 

the date it was adopted, or upon publication of a Notice of Final Rulemaking in the Register, 

whichever occurs first. 

 

 

Chapter 24, STOPPING, STANDING, PARKING, AND OTHER NON-MOVING 

VIOLATIONS, of Title 18, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, of the DCMR is amended as 

follows:  

 

Section 2407, TEMPORARY AND EMERGENCY PARKING RESTRICTIONS, is 

amended by inserting three new subsections 2407.28 through 2407.30, to read as follows:  

 

2407.28  Parking shall be prohibited on streets for which Farmers’ Market permits have 

been issued by the Director.  
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2407.29  The District shall not charge a fee under this section to any non-government 

organization operating a Farmers’ Market; provided, that the Farmers’ Market 

participates in the Farmers Market Nutrition Program as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 

1786(m)(1) (“FMNP”), and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program as 

defined in 7 U.S.C. § 2012(t) (“SNAP”). 

 

2407.30  The District shall charge a fee equal to the fee established in subsection 20 of this 

section to a Farmers’ Market operated by a District Government agency or 

Federal Government agency regardless of participation in FMNP and SNAP. 

 

Section 2499, DEFINITIONS, is amended by inserting two new subsections 2499.2 and 

2499.3, to read as follows: 

 

2499.2   For the purposes of this chapter, a Farmers’ Market is defined as a public market 

where at least seventy five percent (75%) of the vendors are selling agricultural 

produce.   

 

2499.3 For the purposes of this chapter, a public market is defined as a vending operation 

which takes place in an area of public space set aside and permitted on a regular 

basis for the sale of goods, merchandise, and services provided on site. 

 

 

All persons interested in commenting on the subject matter in this proposed rulemaking may file 

comments in writing, not later than thirty (30) days after the publication of this notice in the D.C. 

Register, with Faye Dastgheib, Policy Analyst, Policy and Legislative Affairs Division, Office of 

the Director, District Department of Transportation, 55 M Street, S.E., 7th Floor, Washington D.C. 

20003.  An interested person may also send comments electronically to 

publicspace.policy@dc.gov. Copies of this proposed rulemaking are available, at cost, by writing 

to the above address, and are also available electronically, at no cost, on the District Department of 

Transportation’s website at www.ddot.dc.gov. 
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