
Soda Lime Times Copyright 2015
All rights reserved

February 201518

Soda Lime Times

Heather
Trimlett’s
40-Bead Project

Beads by
Hayley

Tsang SatherBy Heather Trimlett

In the beginning of my beadmaking it was how 
many colors can I use at one time? This color, 
no this one . . . it was a flurry of glass and ideas 

storming around in my head! Mercy! Nothing 
looked good together and I had no clue where I 
was going.

I began to put myself on restriction, limiting 
the number of colors I was allowed to use for 
a morning at the torch. Amazingly, I was more 
focused, had a better understanding of how each 
color would react, and I had a body of work I could 
actually use!  

Years later, when I started teaching I applied 
these restrictions to my students. The 40- Bead 
Project was born. Yes, there was much grumbling, 
but my students did what I asked and have been 
very happy with the challenge. Thank you to 
Hayley Tsang Sather and now Diane Woodall for 
spreading the word! Now it’s your turn to do your 
40-Bead Project. 

To learn all about this fun project you can 
download this PDF:  http://heathertrimlett.com/
pdfs/HT-40-beads-1-0-5-2012.pdf

Whether we are beginners or accomplished 
beadmakers, we are always learning. I am a firm 
believer that learning is a process.
 
When you work on your 40-bead project, I suggest 
you do five or six beads, then step away to let your 
ideas percolate before proceeding. It’s amazing 
what will pop into your head while you are doing 
other things.
 
Remember, even though you are only working with 
two colors, there are lots of ways to use them. Part 
of this project is teaching yourself to look for new 
designs, the other part is teaching yourself how to 
control heat and gravity.
 
The best advice I can give to help you make your 
work more precise is to work cooler, slower, and 
farther away from torch.
 
Have fun and please send photos of your results 
to: beads@heathertrimlett.com  
 
I’d love to see how you do and I’ll add your photo 
to my Pinterest page!  http://www.pinterest.com/
heathertrimlett/40-bead-challenge-project-results/

http://heathertrimlett.com/pdfs/HT-40-beads-1-0-5-2012.pdf 
http://heathertrimlett.com/pdfs/HT-40-beads-1-0-5-2012.pdf 
http://www.pinterest.com/heathertrimlett/40-bead-challenge-project-results/
http://www.pinterest.com/heathertrimlett/40-bead-challenge-project-results/
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I have been encouraged to continue assigning this 
project by the comments from students who have 
completed the 40-bead challenge. Here are some 
of their photos and comments about their experi-
ence taking the challenge:

Kay Teeters: “As a beginning bead maker, I hated 
the 40-bead project while I was doing it, but ulti-
mately loved the skills I learned and the control 
I gained from doing it.  I highly recommend this 
project, whether you’re a beginner or you just want 
to improve your skills.”

Leslie Stewart: “Although it might seem tedious, 
the 40 bead project teaches a LOT! It helps a 
flame worker stretch her or his creative boundaries 
and learn better control. It also breaks the self-im-
posed design boundaries one might put upon 
oneself. It is something I will do over and over with 
different colors and types of glass. If you don’t 
know what to make, do this!”

Hayley Tsang Sather: “I can’t thank you enough 
for this amazing challenge. It not only provides the 
platform for the masking technique, the length of 
the exercise helps trigger creativity. Most of all, I 
can’t believe how much I really, really enjoyed it. 
I incorporated some of the patterns/techniques in 
my much larger beads and the result, the Schehe-
razade series (below), is my most popular work to 
date.”

Helen Fields: “It was the most enjoyable and 
useful exercise I’ve done in a long time. My dots 
became more skilled and precise as I went along! 
Thank you for the challenge!”

Marianne Kerby: What a great idea!  I’ve learned 
so much and now can’t bring myself to use stringer 
for dots, much happier using the full rod.”

Kay Teeters Leslie Stewart

Hayley Tsang Sather Vicki Brown
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About Heather

Heather Trimlett is a highly respected teacher and flameworking 
artist with almost 25+ years at the torch.  Her work approaches 
perfection and pushes the envelope in shape and form. Heather 
made her first bead in1989 when the American glass bead 
movement was in its infancy. She went to her first SGB Gathering in 
Prescott, AZ in 1993.  

Teaching her first class in 1994, Heather has packed classrooms ever since.  
Questions from her students make her study each and every move of her hands and 
the position of her glass in the flame while she is working.  She loves knowing her 
work this well.  Heather was awarded the ISGB Hall of Flame in 2014.   Her tools 
and tutorials are available at http://heathertrimlett.com/

15% 
discount  
for ISGB 

members!

Where glass, play & inspiration meet.

Mary Lockwood
Encasing Boot Camp
April 9, 2015 $150
Six methods of encasing simple base beads 
are covered along with a seventh technique 
called faux encasing.

Mary Lockwood
Jellyfish Seascapes
April 10, 2015 $150
This class covers building cane/murrini, heat 
control in large, layered focals, inclusions and 
construction of jellyfish focals.

Mary Lockwood
Dragons
April 11-12, 2015 $300
Fully sculptural, 3D dragons perched on 
base beads. Emphasis on construction, heat 
control and durability. 

View more classes & reserve your spot today 

the-melting-point.com 
1449 West State Route 89A, Suite 1, Sedona, Arizona 86336

Lampwork Classes

http://heathertrimlett.com/
http://www.leonardolampwork.com
http://www.the-melting-point.com

