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Dear Friends,
As we continue our journey of Lent to the cross and beyond, it would serve us well to pause to reflect on
the meaning of the cross in our lives. For some, the cross symbolizes the Christian faith and walk. Many
of us wear the cross around our necks. It is both a pretty piece of jewelry and something that identifies us
as a Christian. For others, another symbol may speak to them or touch them as much as or more than the
cross. There are a variety of symbols that can enliven our faith and help us to become more mindful about
its relevance in our lives today. The cross, a towel, a rock, a fish, a dove, and the bread and cup are some
of the personal and communal doorways to the paradox of life and death. When we die to the old ways,
we step into the new, ready or not, expectantly or reluctantly. People sometimes fear change! At times
we cling to the past, because it’s more familiar and comfortable. To die to the old involves risk and it
takes courage and a willingness to act. It also takes a willingness to let go of the ego and the need to
know, or to control, or to be right about everything.
This is the time in our church year when we seek to be open to seeing in new ways. What symbol might
take on new meaning for you this year? What might you need to let go of? Pondering these questions of
faith in our hearts is part of what it means for us to be Easter people. As we live these questions, let us
pause to ask God to bless us on this journey. The following prayer for us to pray, is from the book
Essential Lent: Holy Moments and Sacred Experiences for Your Whole Congregation, edited by Aimee J.
Jannsohn.

Dear God, we are the Easter people.
We are followers of your wonderful
cross. Bless me as I strive to let go of
what needs releasing and walk confidently into what requires my gifts and
my ministry. Amen.

Think about what you do when someone says: “Let us pray.” Do you automatically bow your head and
fold your hands? While this is a common prayer posture, it’s not the only one. In medieval times,
Christians often prayed by crossing their arms over their chests while standing or sitting. Legend has it
that medieval monks made pretzels to teach this prayer posture. The pretzels were made from a simple
recipe of flour, water, and salt and eaten during Lent, as they contained no leaven. The simplicity of the
dough and the prayer shape reminded people to pray and ask God’s forgiveness during Lent. Similarly,
the three holes created by the twisting of the dough served as a reminder of the Trinity, in which God is at
once Father (or Mother, Parent, etc.), Son, and Holy Spirit.
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Some churches make a point of making pretzels, to mark the season of Lent and remind their people of
their need to pray and ask for forgiveness. Children are given a full-size pretzel to help them with prayers
of forgiveness. The following examples are things for which the children might want to ask forgiveness:
Bite 1: Ask for forgiveness in a family relationship.
Bite 2: Ask forgiveness in a friendship.
Bite 3: Ask forgiveness in matters of cruelness or thoughtlessness toward creatures or creation.
Bite 4: Ask forgiveness for those with whom you have quarreled or fought.
Bite 5: Ask God to remind you that God forgives us in all things.
End the prayer with: Thanks be to God. Amen!

The church’s calendar is especially full this time of year. We will be hosting several special worship
services during the month of April. On April 9th, Palm/Passion Sunday, will feature a dramatic skit that
tells the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem; his preaching and teaching, especially in the
Temple; his last supper with his followers; and his arrest, trial, and crucifixion. Palm branches will be
given to the congregation prior to worship and the children will be invited to join in a parade around the
congregation. As the story is told throughout worship, the mood will change from the joyful entry to the
quieter, darker days of the Passion. This special worship Service is one of my
favorites, as it marks the central chapter in our faith journey and invites personal reflection about the ways
that we participate in Jesus’ passion.
On Maundy Thursday, April 13th, the church will host a Service of Tenebrae at 7 pm. This is a very
poignant and meaningful service that begins with remembering the Last Supper, and progresses to the
reading of scripture, the singing of hymns, and the extinguishing of candles and lights to portray the
betrayal, abandonment, and agony of the events of Holy Thursday and Good Friday. On Easter Sunday,
April 16th, we will gather with special music and fanfare to celebrate the good news of Christ’s
resurrection, followed by the annual Easter Egg Hunt for the children after worship. I hope you will join
us as we travel from the table, to the garden, to the cross, to the tomb and beyond! All are welcome!!!
Following Easter, I will be traveling to the Iona Community in Scotland for holy pilgrimage and spiritual
renewal with John Philip Newell. The little island of Iona in the Western Isles of Scotland is known as
one of Britain’s most historic holy places. It is remembered as the cradle of Christianity for much of
Scotland and northern England. Iona was renowned as an important centre of Celtic Christianity and the
Benedictines began building the Abbey in the thirteenth century. It flourished and grew until the
Reformation when it fell into disrepair. The Iona Community experienced a period of rebirth beginning in
the late 1930s. Today it is an ecumenical faith community that is open to people of any denomination.
Different strands of their ecumenical vision touch upon the hearts of all with commitment and passion for
social justice, peacemaking, healing, the goodness of creation and care for the earth, commitment to
Christ, communion with heaven and earth, and welcome and hospitality. I will be blessed to meet up with
two clergy friends and we will join other pilgrims from around the globe. Each day we will be sharing
times of worship and pilgrimage (prayerful hiking) along the hills and shores of Iona. I have arranged for
Pulpit Supply for April 23rd and April 30th, while I’m away for a week of Continuing Education and a
week of vacation.
I pray that each of you will be surprised by grace that touches you in unexpected ways this month!
Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Debbie
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Wondering what happens at church council on a monthly
basis? Now we can stop your wondering—we hope that our
sharing of information will keep you posted on what your
lay leaders are doing each month.
At our March meeting this is what was discussed—
LADIES BENEVOLENT—next meeting will be March 30th.
PRUDENTIAL—committee met with bank investors to go over accounts of the church.
US Trust gives advice to our members with the best interest of the church in mind.
 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION—bowling event was held on March 26th. Easter egg hunt will
be happening on Easter Sunday, Pet food drive will be happening in the month of
April and they will bring their donations to Forever Paws in May.
 DIACONATE—shared with us that the minister and Audrey Poitras attended to the
NACCC conference on March 25th. Pastor will have study leave for one week April 20
to 29th and will be on vacation from April 30th to May 6th. May 7th will be an
intergenerational service with Larry LoVerde and Bea Dean leading worship on this
Sunday. Judy Conrad will be away on April 30th—Henry Parker will be on vacation
from April 28th to May 4th—Bonnie Braga on vacation on May 10th. Maundy Thursday and Palm Sunday—readers have been selected to help with readings during the
service, Animal Appreciation Sunday will be May 21st.



NEXT MEETING—MAY 17, 2017—
no April meeting due to conflict of schedules from vacations.

Denise Ward

The repairing and painting of the Lex King
Souter Library, along with the hallway outside
the library is finished! A blind was also added to
the west side of the library!
Next project is onto the gym. The goal is to
repair the damaged walls with plywood! Our
sexton, Henry Parker, is working with me to get
this done.
We are in the planning stages for choosing a
color for the painting of fellowship hall.
We are also planning to have our bell tower
inspected by Structures North. We are hoping
to have this done in the month of May. Once
cost have been determined, we will be looking to
start repairs in 2018.

Pledge cards received as of March 17,
2017:

38 families/individuals for a
total of
$26,246.00
Thanks to all that have sent in their
pledge cards!

Ken Ward
Treasurer

Ken Ward,
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Chairman

Update
We continue to work diligently on a weekly basis. We have met every Sunday since midJanuary, now since we received the profiles that need to be completed. They are quite extensive
and filled with many questions requiring deep thought and extensive research. We even have
homework which we completed quite willingly, I might add.
We had two meetings this month – all were encouraged to attend. The first was held on March
12th in Fellowship Hall and the second on March 21st at McGovern’s. We gave our guests the
opportunity to complete five surveys – in a simplified version – just like we had completed,
and then shared their results and ours. We also distributed a list of our goals for out new Pastor,
asking for their input.
The results of both groups’ surveys were amazingly close to ours. We were extremely encouraged – thinking we must be on the right track without thoughts and that we had been successful
in out attempt to represent out Church as a whole.
We’ll share one set of results with you. When asked to prioritize the Core Competencies for a
Pastor, which are caring, detail-oriented, organized, sensitive sociable and time conscious, both
groups had the same results as your “Search Committee”:
Caring
Organized

Sociable
Detail-oriented

Sensitive
Time Conscious

This tells us that we’re all looking for a Pastoral Care Minister as opposed to an Executive
Minister. This is important information indeed.

Please continue to pray both with us and for us. It is a demanding task and we ask God to guide
us each day, to result in a Pastor being called that we can all feel all one with.

Susan Lanyon
Chair Person
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Sunday School’s Bowling event
Sunday School children and
families enjoyed a Bowling
afternoon at Somerset Lanes
Thank you for such a great
afternoon

Bella,
Bonnie,
Hayden
& Audrey

Please support the Sunday School’s annual

To benefit

Forever Paws Animal Shelter

Their needs include:
Cat and dog food, kitten and puppy food, kitty litter, blankets, towels, bleach and paper towels
Please bring your donations to church by April 30th
Join the Sunday School as we plan to visit

FOREVER PAWS

After church on Sunday, April 30th and bring the donations!

Don’t miss FCC’s annual Easter Egg Hunt
in the church Sanctuary immediately following the service!

Thanks to Denise Ward for stuffing the eggs!!
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This has been a very worthwhile endeavor that our church has embraced
HOWEVER
We need volunteers to help with the preparation as well as
serving.

SOUP KITCHEN

The meals are planned by Larry LoVerde and Denise Ward, they do all the shopping
and guide us in the preparation.
When:

EVERY 1ST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
Committed dates:
April 4th
May 2nd
June 6th

Mark your calendars to be at our church by 2:30 PM
6

Easter is coming…

and along with Easter comes Living Memorials & Memorial Flowers.
You will find two order forms on this page. Should you be interested in establishing or
contributing to an already established Living Memorial or purchasing Memorial Flowers in
somebody’s memory, please fill out the appropriate form below.
DEADLINE for Living Memorials and Easter Memorial Flowers is Sunday, April 3, 2017!!!

Living Memorials

Living Memorial Information Form

In our Christian belief that life goes on after
death, and as a living testimony to this belief, and as a
living witness to our faith in the promises of God
revealed to us through Jesus Christ, the Deacons of First
Congregational Church have established a Memorial
Foundation to preserve in memory those who are no
longer able to serve as stewards of God’s kingdom on
earth. Through a “Living Memorial,” one who is no longer in our midst will continue to serve as a witness to our
faith and as a steward to our beliefs for the benefit of
those who remain. May their continuing service and
memory inspire us to greater service and dedication.

Easter Memorial Flowers

From: __________________________________
In Memory of: ___________________________
Is this an existing or new memorial?

_________________________________________
Dollar Amount Enclosed:
_________________________________________
Is there anyone in particular you would like
me to send an acknowledgement to?

Easter Memorial Flowers
Order Form

Flowers represent God's creation, remind
us of new life, enhance our worship, and express
our feelings. At Easter, we have the opportunity
to remember our loved ones with the gift of flowers.
Once again, you will have several different
flowers to choose from in remembering your loved
ones at Easter. As a tribute to all those remembered, all memorials would be printed in the Easter bulletin and in a future issue of the Parish
Guide.

In Memory of

______________________
From__________________
Circle the flowers desired:
Daffodils
Hyacinths
Single Lily
Tulips
Do you plan to take your plant
following the April 16th Service?
_____YES
_____NO
Place your order form in the collection
plate or email to the church office
(fccfallriver@gmail.com) before the

April 3rd, 2017

Have you ordered your brick to
help complete our Memorial
Walkway in the James Ward
Memorial Garden?
Order forms are available in the
Narthex or by calling/emailing
Ivette in the church office at
(508) 672-5862 or
fccfallriver@gmail.com
7

Maundy Thursday
Tenebrae-April 13th
Worship
Service at 7:00 PM

Palm Sunday
April 9th
Service at 10:00 AM

Sunday, April 16th~Easter
Sunday
10:00 AM
Worship Service

Easter Egg Hunt / Easter Sunday, April 16th
Immediately after worship on Easter Sunday, the volunteer Easter Bunnies from the RE committee will
descend upon the Sanctuary to hide eggs for the Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt.
Parents are asked to NOT go downstairs to get their children (except Nursery aged children) as they will
all be brought up to the Sanctuary once the eggs are hidden

First Congregational Church
Parish Guide
282 Rock Street, Fall River, Massachusetts

You could have had your Parish Guide 5 days ago!!!!!
Request email delivery for your Parish Guide!!!!
If you would like to help the Church Office save trees (as
well as money) please consider requesting email delivery of
the Parish Guide.
You will not only be helping us save money on paper, ink,
and postage but also time in printing and mailing preparation.
You will receive the PG as soon as it is completed with NO
mailing delay and it will be in full color !!!!
You can either call the Church Office (508 672 5862 or
email fccfallriver@gmail.com to register
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Congratulations and Best Wishes
We know these lists may be incomplete, so we ask that anyone whose name is not included be sure to
call the Church Office with the necessary information.

10th

Virginia and Frank
Hadley

11th

Corrine and Henry
Smith
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First Congregational Church
21 June Street
Fall River, MA 02720

Prepared especially for …

Moving??? Please don’t forget to notify
the church office...
If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please let the
Church Office, know by calling (508) 672-5862 or email at
fccfallriver@gmail.com

This Parish Guide is printed on paper that is at least 30 %
post-consumer content. Please recycle it when you are finished.

First Congregational Church
Sunday Worship
and
Church School
10:00 a.m.
Telephone:

(508) 672 5862

Fax:

(508) 672 2341

Email Address:

fccfallriver@gmail.com

Website Address:
Facebook:

www.fccfallriver.org
www.fccfallriver.com/
fccfallriver

Twitter, Instagram, fccfallriver
and YouTube:
Office Hours:

The Staff
Rev. Debbie L. Cipolletti,
Interim Senior Minister
Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent
Judith Conrad, Music Minister
Cheryl Foley, Bookkeeper
Ivette Alarcon, Church Secretary
Henry Parker, Sexton
Doris Thornton, Health Minister

Monday-Thursday
9:00AM - 2:30 PM
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