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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
As we embark on the beginning of a New Year, I want to thank those who have been serving in leadership
positions. Many of you have been serving this church in very significant, yet often “unseen” ways, as much
goes on behind the scenes. Thank you for your continued service and commitment!
New Years, in general, is a time of transition and change celebrated around the world. With each passing
year, people from different cultures and countries choose to leave the past behind in order to embrace the
HOPE and new possibilities that each New Year brings. Church leadership has been involved in a lengthy
process of clarifying and redefining staffing needs and redefining roles and job descriptions. This New Year
is sure to bring new possibilities that emerge from these times of transition which includes a new staffing configuration, and newly hired staff.
November of 2016, saw the church welcome Mr. Henry Parker, to our staff to fill our newly defined part-time
Sexton position. Henry immediately jumped in and very capably assisted the church during the holidays to
host special services and concerts, etc. Henry will continue to work 20 hours a week, in the coming year.
Following the resignation and departure of Jennifer Rego, the church is planning to contract with a temp
agency to provide part-time administrative assistant coverage for 20 hours a week. The intent is to have secretarial coverage 4 days a week (Monday through Thursday, from 9 AM to 2:30 PM, allowing for a 30 min
lunch break). Church leadership has consistently expressed their desire to not hire a church member to fill
this role; and to purposefully wait until after a newly settled pastor is called to fill the position permanently.
This will allow your next settled pastor the opportunity to participate in the hiring of his/her secretary, which
is preferred by most pastors. Long term plans call for keeping the secretarial position as a part-time position,
working 20 hours/week.
These changes in your staffing configuration will inevitably bring some changes that the church will need to
adjust to, as you head into the New Year. One obvious change is that the church will no longer provide secretarial coverage on Sunday mornings. This may sound unusual, but actually it’s quite common for churches to
not provide secretarial coverage on Sundays. These staffing changes have helped to reduce your overhead
and cut your 2017 church budget by approximately $50,000 from previous year(s). The good news is that this
means that the church is no longer operating in the red ~ and a balanced budget could be prepared by the Prudential Committee, recommended by the Church Council, and subsequently approved by the congregation at
your December 11, 2016 Annual Business Meeting! These changes combine to more effectively position the
church in a strategically positive manner for the Search Process.
During times of transition and change, congregations are often challenged to not lose sight of THE PRESENT
MOMENT – even as they plan for the future… and seek to learn from the past! This is especially true for a
congregation entering the Search Process. As you embark on the beginning of a New Year, I encourage you
to take time to notice and name that which you appreciate about your church family RIGHT NOW!

I hope that you will join us for a special Sunday Service on January 8, 2017 as we bring the celebration of
your 200th Anniversary to a close, by welcoming the Rev. Dr. W. Michael Chittum to your pulpit. The Rev.
Dr. Michael Chittum is the Executive Director of the National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches. The Search Committee will be commissioned during worship. Following worship on Jan. 8th, we
will gather in the Bogle Street Chapel to enjoy a special celebratory cake that marks the end of your year-long
200th Anniversary celebration. The Rev. Dr. Michael Chittum will also meet with the Search Committee in
the Lex King Souter Library, to provide an overview of the Search Process in the NACCC.
In the months to come, I hope that all of us may become more aware of the gifts that God offers us…while
striving to notice how God is working in and through the people and events of our daily lives. I am inviting
any and all who are interested in joining the church as new member s, to meet with me after wor ship on
Sunday, January 15th. Please speak directly to me or call the church office at (508)672-5862 to let me know
of your interest to join the church and your plans to attend.
In closing, I want to share with you a poem titled The W ork of Christmas:
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.
- by Howard Thurman
May we continue to seek to be and become… a blessing for others, as the work of Christmas begins!
Yours, In Faith,
Pastor Debbie

Sunday School News
by Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent

Thank You …
Judy Conrad for leading the Sunday School as we sang Christmas carols to our friends at Bay View!
Colin Donovan for making a Christmas card for each of the Bay View folks who came to sing with
us!
Maggie Donovan who shared her dance steps with the residents at Bay View!
Gary and Lisa Blanchette for their support and participation in our Christmas luncheon and party!
Jenn Rego for her ongoing support for Sunday School events! And, Best wishes for much success
Jenn in your future endeavors!
Pastor Debbie for providing such a fun time for the kids at the Pancakes and Pajamas event in
early December!
Nick Braga for cooking the pancakes and sausage!
And to all who support our Sunday School!!
THANK YOU!
Best Wishes to all for a Happy Healthy New Year!

JOIN US IN ROLLER SKATING

Sunday ~ January 15th 1:30 – 4 pm
Forrest’s Family Fun Center
1 Lawton Avenue
Taunton
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FCC children Free
Adults & Friends $7

Includes skate rental

*Please RSVP for this event
Text Bonnie @ 508-667-5093 or
Email her at bbraga@lifespan.org

Search Committee Report
From Susan Lanyon, Chairperson

NEXT MEETING---JANUARY 8TH, 2017
11:15 AM in Souter Library
PRESENTATION by Reverend Dr. W. Michael Chittum
LUNCH--a light lunch of soup and sandwich will be served to our guest
and committee members.
UPCOMING MEETINGS--committee will set a schedule of meetings for
January and February and will keep you aware of what the committee is working on.
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LIVING MEMORIALS
Sunday, January 1, 2017
Throughout the year, our church is blessed to receive gifts and contributions to support the ministries and
programs of the church. Many of these special gifts are given in memory of past members and friends in
our Living Memorial fund. In recognition of these gifts, and in tribute to those who have been stewards of
our church’s ministries in years past, it is our tradition to publicly share the names of those in whose
memory these gifts have been given. The following names, to be shared this New Year’s Day service, are
those remembered through special gifts to our church since last reading of the Living Memorial on Thursday, March 24, 2016.

NEW MEMORIAL
Eleanor Ward

ADDITIONS TO MEMORIALS
Clifton Berryman, Sr.
Gertrude Berryman
Clifton Berryman, Sr.
Mrs. Theresa Leonard
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Moe
Eben and Matilda “Tillie” Sawyer
Mr. James Ward
Elmer J. Wilkinson
Hadley B. Wilkinson

MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS
Flowers represent God’s creation, remind us of new life, enhance our worship, and express our feelings.
At Christmas, we have the opportunity to remember our loved ones with poinsettias. Thank you to everyone for helping to make our Sanctuary more beautiful this Christmas season.
Clifton Berryman, Sr.
Gertrude Berryman
Clifton Berryman, Jr.
Mrs. Josephine Brayton
Mr. Lincoln Davol Brayton
Barbara & Robert Chamberlain
Mr. George B. J. Cipolletti
Anthony D’Adamo
Fred D’Adamo
Lena Dreyer
Dr. & Mrs. James E. Fell
Edith and Nicholas Fitton
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Henry
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie H. Lanyon
Leslie E. Lanyon

Mr. & Mrs. Chester A. Leonard
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell C. Lilley
Russell McIlwaine
Isabel MacNaught
Mary C. Medeiros
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Moberger
Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Moe
Mr. Henry E. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Lester H. Sowle
Ethel & Walter Stapelfeld
Sharon F. Stapelfeld
Mr. & Mrs. James Thornton
Ruth McQuesten Twaddle
Arthur Eastman Twaddle
John Viveiros

James and Eleanor Ward
Louise & Sumner J. Waring, Sr.
Sumner J. Waring, Jr.
David F. Westgate
Muriel & Ray Westgate
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Wilcox
Rev. Dr. Richard F. Wilcox, Sr.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
11
12
15
16

Isabella Thro
Jacob Jersky
Jakob Botelho
Miriam Harrison
Maggie Donovan
Ken Lanyon
Kimberly Pavao
Claude Richards
Rev. Weldon Palmer
Joshua Hockert-Lotz
Michael Farinha
Carol Viveiros
Elizabeth Bright
Diane Furtado
Ryan Martin

17
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
30

Mariah Morton
Christopher Sadler
Ryan Dube
Vincent Karppinen
Nicholas Viveiros
Dawn Cordeiro
Steve St. Laurent
Andrea Richard
Christopher Roderiques
William Butler
James “Jay” Hall
Curtis Hockert-Lotz
Callie Pereira
Michael Ward
Benjamin Raposa

4th--Patricia and Donald Snell
7th--Brenda and John Oliveira

Diaconate Christmas Project
Adopt a child for this project for just $25.00 - STILL ACCEPTING
DONATIONS.
IT’S SO EASY - THE SHOPPING HAS BEEN DONE - NOW WE
NEED FAMILIES TO SIGN UP TO ADOPT A CHILD FROM DCF
(Department of Children and Families)

THE PROCESS 1. Sign your family name on the list
2. Give your $25.00 to Bea Dean or Denise Ward
3. Please take an ornament off the tree as a memento of the project - when you decorate your
tree each year, the ornament will remind you of your fellowship for the less fortunate
4. YOU ARE DONE - THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!!!
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Notes from the Financial Office
by Ken Ward Treasurer

PLEDGES 2017

As of January 4th, 32 families have returned their pledge cards for 2017 with a total of
$23,546.00 in pledges. If you have not sent in your pledge card, extra cards are available
in the Narthex. You can also mail your pledge card to the church office at 21 June
Street, Fall River 20270.
I will be mailing your total tax-deductible pledge document from 2016 by the end of January.
Thanks again for your on-going support of our church and our commitment to the community.
Ken Ward, Treasurer

Tidbits from Church Council
By Denise Ward, Moderator

BY-LAWS--nice presentation at the Special meeting and no other business to work on at this
time.
DIACONATE--working on the Christmas season projects--changing of the guard will happen
at their January meeting.
LADIES BENEVOLENT--they had their Christmas luncheon on December 8th at BK’s
tavern and 16 people were in attendance. Their new meeting day will be Thursdays to work on
school and health kits.
MISSIONS--thank you notes were read at council thanking our church for donations to
YMCA, Salvation Army, Heifer Foundation, and World Church Services.
PROPERTY--all doors in church have been secured by Home and Commerical Security; hot
water pipe was repaired to the boiler; dishwasher is being replaced in the next few weeks; the
rope to the bell will be fixed by Verdin company; and sexton is working with committee and
upgrading building issues.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION--PJ’s and pancakes went well as did Christmas Sunday program
and party; and they are working with Pastor Deb on Christmas Eve 4:30 service.
PRUDENTIAL--2017 budget was presented and unanimously accepted by the congregation at
the December 11th special meeting.
CLOSING CEREMONY FOR BICENTENNIAL YEARLONG CELEBRATION
Reverend Michael Chitham will be leading worship on January 8th for this special occasion.
A mini reception will be hosted in Narthex--for cake, coffee, and punch.
Please join us for this special event.
Next meeting--January 25th.
6

The year long celebration has come to an endbut what a fun year was had by all.
BUT THE GOOD NEWS IS, WE WILL
HOST THE FOLLOWING EVENTS IN
2017-BINGO
PAINT AFTERNOON
BLOCK PARTY
TRICK OR TREATING

First Congregational Church
21 June Street
Fall River, MA 02720

Prepared especially for …

2017

Moving??? Please don’t forget to notify the church office...
If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please call the office at
(508) 672-5862 or via email at fccfallriver@gmail.com

This Parish Guide is printed on paper that is at least 30 percent
post-consumer content. Please recycle it when you are finished.

First Congregational Church
Sunday Worship
and
Church School
10:00 a.m.

Fax:

(508) 672-5862
(508) 672-2341

Email Address:

fccfallriver@gmail.com

Website Address:
Facebook:

www.fccfallriver.org
www.facebook.com/fccfallriver

Telephone:

Twitter, Instagram, fccfallriver
and YouTube:
Monday– Thursday
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Office Hours:
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

The Staff
Rev. Debbie L. Cipolletti,
Interim Senior Minister
Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent
Judith Conrad, Music Minister
Cheryl Foley, Bookkeeper
Henry Parker. Sexton
Doris Thornton, Health Minister

