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Greetings!

It’s that time of year again! As I write this article, I’m multi-tasking and making plans to celebrate Thanksgiving with
my family. By the end of the week, we will be ushering in the beginning of Advent. In the world’s terms, making preparations for Christmas means buying and wrapping presents, going to parties, and eating/drinking too much! Merchants
rush us from one holiday to the next. But sheltered “in between” our Thanksgiving holiday and Christmas Day, is the
Season of Advent ~ the season of expectation and preparation, when we wait and watch once again for signs of the coming Christ Child.
In the life of the church ~ the four weeks leading up to Christmas Day is at odds with the way the rest of the world lives.
The Season of Advent invites us to slow down, turn away from the hustle and bustle of this time of year, and allow ourselves to enter into the quiet stillness, to reflect upon what really matters in our lives! Advent beckons us to spend
“quiet” time in reflection to ponder and pray with the scriptures.

But no one ever said that waiting is easy, especially when so many people at home and around the world are struggling.
For some, this time of year is fraught with loss and pain. This is especially true for those wrestling with depression or
physical illness, or struggling to cope with the death or serious illness of a loved one, the ending of an important relationship, or other life crisis or disappointment. In times like these, I find it helpful to remember how the birth of the baby
Jesus was surrounded by less than ideal circumstances! Recalling the story of Jesus’ birth helps me to see how God
seeks to intervene and make a way when there seems to be no way! God seeks to draw near to us during times of struggle and loss. During the darkest time of the year, when some of us find ourselves calling out to God ~ This is the time
when we most need to be reminded of God’s ancient promises: Love is on the Way! This year the church will host a
special Blue Christmas Service of Hope on Wednesday, December 14th at 7:00 PM for those str uggling to cope with
the holidays. Please help spread the word to anyone who might benefit from this service. All are welcome.
I think of Advent as a time of waiting, reflecting, and preparing, regardless of our circumstances. This is a time for individuals and congregations as a whole to reflect upon the past year. Some use this time to assess where they are and to
clarify and adjust goals for the future. Some use this time to reflect upon the steps they’ve taken to move in a desired
direction. This can be a time for clarifying your strengths and your growing edges, so adjustments can be made for the
future. One thing is certain, your ministries become stronger with the involvement of the people. God equips the people
for a mutual ministry and each has their own responsibility for responding to God’s invitations and challenges.
I hope you will join us in worship, as we light the Advent candles for Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love! Come and listen for
the voice calling from the wilderness, reminding us to prepare the way for the Lord! Allow yourself to enter into the
Scriptures and imagine and wonder about what God might be seeking to bring forth in your midst! Listen to the choir
lift their voices in song, seeking to stir and awaken our sense of God’s call and purpose! Join us as we stand watch with
the shepherds, listen for angels, hear Mary’s song, and look for the Star that shines brightly over Bethlehem!
Come and celebrate the birth of the baby Christ Child with us on Christmas Eve, at our family service at 4:30 pm or our
traditional Christmas Eve service at 7:00 pm. The Chur ch will be closed on Chr istmas day to allow ever yone to
spend the day with their families. On New Year’s Day, the Church will host a lay led Christmastide Service at 10:00
am.
Wishing you A Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas!
Pastor Debbie

“THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT” BY ANN WEEMS
THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
IS THAT HOPE
WHICH TENACIOUSLY CLINGS
TO THE HEARTS OF THE FAITHFUL
AND ANNOUNCES
IN THE FACE
OF ANY HEROD THE WORLD CAN PRODUCE
AND ALL THE INN DOORS SLAMMED IN OUR FACES
AND ALL THE DARK NIGHTS OF OUR SOULS
THAT WITH GOD
ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE,
THAT EVEN NOW
UNTO US
A CHILD IS BORN!

Christmas Eve Worship
First Congregational Church
4:30pm:
Relaxed and comfortable service for children
and families of all ages.

7:00pm:
Traditional Candlelight Service
All are welcome to join in our
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.
First Congregational Church
282 Rock St. Fall River, MA
(508) 672-5862
www.fccfallriver.org

From the Music Director
By Judith Conrad
The choir is hard at work on music for Christmas Sunday and Christmas Eve. We have a couple of new members; others are welcome to
join for this period of especially joyous music. No special talents or
training required, all you need is to enjoy singing and be willing to
help in the church's worship. Rehearsals are 8:30 - 9:30 Sunday
mornings.
The December AHA Night will be Thursday, December 15th. We
will have our usual piano recital 5-6,where I will play music of
Grieg, Beethoven, Seixas. Chopin, Gottschalk and Prokofiev. I always try to include something that will be
familiar to most, and this time it will be the Moonlight Sonata. The piece by Carlos Seixas is also interesting,
he's the most famous Portuguese composer of the 18th century; he was the court composer to King Joao V, the
'Portuguese Sun King'. 6:30 to 8 the Sophisticated Swing Orchestra will play in the sanctuary; they are the 17
piece swing band I play in that entertained at the bicentennial banquet at White's last January.
The church will be singing Christmas Carols at Bayview Friday Dec. 16th, time to be determined. Everyone is
also welcome to join in this. It's the best way to feel one's own Christmas Cheer, to spread it to those who can't
get out much and are isolated at this time of so much fellowship. Santa hats and Jingle Bells will be provided.

Search Committee Report

Missions Committee Disbursements - 2016

From Susan Lanyon, Chairperson

Heifer International
-Water Buffalo - to be used for plowing to eliminate paying for plowing.
-Llama - to be sheered and used for wool and warmth.
-2 Irrigation Pumps - to be used for one family to eliminate transporting of water over a long distance - usually
the girls did this.
-Pig - to be used for breeding piglets to finance schooling
for children.
-Sheep - to be sheered and used wool for warmth.
-3 Biogas Stoves - provide gas stoves that use animal
waste instead of wood - to prevent deforestation,
Church World Service
-A pair of goats - to be used for milk, fertilixer, protein,
and mating.
-50 chicks - self propagating for food source.
-Seeds and Tools - ability to farm efficiently for income.
-4 groups of 10 Jersey Cans - to carry clean water from
streams.

On November 13th, we hosted our first meeting.
Members that were present -Susan Lanyon,
Pastor Debbie Cipolletti, Deb Vautrin, Susan
Braga, Gary Fernandes,
Denise Ward, and Bea
Dean.
Roles were voted on Chairperson -Susan
Lanyon
Secretary -Denise Ward
Chaplain -Bob Hadley
Next Meeting -will be
December 4th -then
committee will then wait until January 2017 to
continue with meetings.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Lanyon

Diaconate Christmas Project - $500
YMCA - $400
ASPCA - $100
World Vision
A goat and 2 chickens - will supply a steady supply of
eggs, milk, and meat to feed children and help families.
Bed nets for a family
$300 worth of necessities
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Sunday School News
by Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent

Sunday, December 11 - Children will participate in the Service. Following the
brief meeting immediately after the service, children, families and all church
members are invited to Fellowship Hall for our Christmas
Luncheon, to meet our special visitor, and celebrate Jesus'
birthday with cake!

ON Friday, December 16, all FCC members and families are
invited to meet at FCC at 6pm and head up to BAY VIEW to
sing Christmas carols with some of the residents! It's always
fun and the residents enjoy singing along with us! Join us!!
On Saturday morning, December 10, all children who want to participate in the Children's Service the next day
Must attend a rehearsal at 10:00am.
If anyone has any questions, please don't hesitate to call Bonnie at 508-667-5093.
BEST WISHES TO ALL OUR CHILDREN, TEENS AND FAMILIES FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
Love and hugs,
Bonnie

Diaconate Christmas Project
Adopt a child for this project for just $25.00 - until December 23rd.
IT’S SO EASY - THE SHOPPING HAS BEEN DONE - NOW WE
NEED FAMILIES TO SIGN UP TO ADOPT A CHILD FROM DCF
(Department of Children and Families)
THE PROCESS 1. Sign your family name on the list
2. Give your $25.00 to Bea Dean or Denise Ward
3. Please take an ornament off the tree as a memento of the project - when you decorate your
tree each year, the ornament will remind you of your fellowship for the less fortunate
4. YOU ARE DONE - THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!!!
5. Gifts will be picked up in December by DCF.
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Blue Christmas
Service of Hope
Wednesday,
December 14, 2016
7:00pm

Volunteers Needed!
We will be preparing the
meal for the Fall River
Community Food Pantry
at the First Baptist
Church on the first
Tuesday of every month
(next date: December 6th)
through June of 2017.

People have the
feeling that they are
supposed to be happy at
this time of year, yet
feelings of loss tend to
get amplified. This service gives a space to
acknowledge the sadness in our lives and to realize that
we are not alone with these feelings.
The one hour service will consist of a time of
reflection, with music interspersed between poems,
prayers, and Scripture Readings. Rev. Cipolletti will
share a brief homily about the power of God’s presence
revealed in the midst of heartache. Toward the end of
the service, people will be invited to light a candle as a
symbol of Hope.

We need volunteers! We will start in our kitchen
at FCC around 2:30pm (you may join us later if
necessary) and expect to feed 90+ people at the
First Baptist church beginning at 5:00pm.
Please let Denise Ward or Pastor Debbie know if
you can help.

Parish Guide
Deadline:

Ladies Benevolent Society

Third Monday of the
month!

The Ladies Benevolent Society met recently and
packed 24 Health Kits for Church World Service!
They are out of supplies and are in need of donations
of the following items for hygiene kits: hand towels
(measuring approximately 16”X28”), washcloths,
wide tooth combs, nail clippers, bar soap in wrapper,
toothbrush (in original packaging), six band-aids,
and one gallon plastic bags with zipper closures.
Donations of the following items are needed for
school kits: blunt nose scissors, 70 page count spiral
or tape bound pads of 8 X 10.5 rulled paper or pads
with 200-210 sheets of ruled paper (no loose leaf paper), 30 centimeter (12”) rulers, hand held pencil
sharpeners, large erasers, pencils with erasers, and
boxes of 24 crayons.
THE DETAILS FOR THE CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Thursday, December 8, 2016 at Noon at BK’s Beacon Tavern.
All ladies and gentlemen of the church are invited
to attend.

Weekly Bulletin Deadline:
Tuesday of the week prior to the
Sunday you want the information
published.

Business Meeting of the
Church Membership
There will be a business meeting of the
church membership on:
Sunday, December 11, 2016
11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary
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Deadline for Memorial Poinsettias
Order forms for Memorial Poinsettias are available in this Parish Guide. They
will also be available in the December 4th bulletin. Please note the deadline for
ordering a Memorial Poinsettia is Sunday, December 4th. Memorial Poinsettias
will be $20.00 each.

Living Memorials
If you would like to establish or add to an existing Living Memorial, you
may send a check to the Church Office with a notation that it is for a Living
Memorial. Living Memorials either established or added to since Easter will
be read aloud at the Christmas Sunday service. The deadline for Living
Memorials is Sunday, December 4th.

Tidbits from Church Council
By Denise Ward, Moderator
Wondering what happens at church council on a monthly basis? Now we can stop your wondering -we hope
that our sharing of information will keep you posted on what your lay leaders are doing each month.
At our November meeting this is what was discussed:
LADIES BENEVOLENT: need items to make more kits -check the weekly bulletin for a list of things that are
needed. Christmas luncheon will be on December 8th at BK’s Tavern. Please see Audrey Poitras for
details and put in your reservation.
MISSIONS: disbursements are listed in this Parish Guide.
PROPERTY: work is being done in the kitchen with the replacement of the dishwasher and a cooking table.
More details will be posted when decisions on have been made.
PRUDENTIAL: the final budget for 2017 will be voted on at the December 11th Special Meeting - be there to
see how hard work by all members as well as committees -has made a balanced budget for the
new church year.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: they have numerous events planned until the end of the year. Arts and Crafts
afternoon on November 27th after worship - PJ day and pancakes on December 4th before
Worship. Children’s Christmas program and party on December 11th.
DIACONATE: have been planning various items -Blue Christmas will be Wednesday, December 14th at 7PM
-there will be 2 services on Christmas Eve - 4:30 PM for younger children and 7 PM for Candlelight
service. January 1st service will lead by Larry LoVerde and Bea Dean.
DECEMBER 11 TH: Special Meeting after worship – AGENDA -voting on any new by-law changes -budget
presentation for approval - presentation of new slate of officers for 2017. Any other items to be added need to
be put in writing to minister or church moderator for consideration of being discussed.
BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION EVENTS: December 15th will be AHA night hosted by Judy Conrad and
the Sophisticated Swing Band preforming at 7PM as well as a recital by Judy herself from 5 to 6PM. January
8th will be the last detail of our planning - closure to our yearlong celebration -in Bogle Street Chapel will be
hosting a coffee and cake get together. We will have 2 cakes -one with a picture of our church in
1816 and our present church. We will also be fortunate enough to have a guest speaker from NACCC -more
details will be forthcoming.
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Congratulations and Best Wishes
We know these lists may be incomplete, so we ask that anyone whose name is not included be sure to call the
Church Office with the necessary information.

2nd

Angela and Randy Jersky

22nd

Oscar and Edythe Sylvia

Also celebrating a birthday in
December:

Jesus
1st
2nd
4th
7th
9th
12th
13th
17th

18th

Holly Menard
Tracy Bishop
Brenten Clarke
Sandra McKenna
Catherine McGuire
Tara Coreira
Colin Kearney
Frederic Dreyer
Barbara Medeiros
Charles P. Silvia
Paula Forcier

19th
20th
22nd
25th

26th
28th
29th
30th

Coleen Silvia
Melissa Kearney
Danielle Cabral
Karen Barney
Jo Anne Marshall
Julia Kearney
Robert Lavoie
Theresa Suprenant
Debbie Cipolletti
Shirley King
Susan Lanyon

First Congregational Church
21 June Street
Fall River, MA 02720

Prepared especially for …

2016

Moving??? Please don’t forget to notify the church office...
If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please let Jennifer in the
Church Office know by calling her at (508) 672-5862 or via email at
fccfallriver@gmail.com

This Parish Guide is printed on paper that is at least 30 percent
post-consumer content. Please recycle it when you are finished.

First Congregational Church
Sunday Worship
and
Church School
10:00 a.m.

Fax:

(508) 672-5862
(508) 672-2341

Email Address:

fccfallriver@gmail.com

Website Address:
Facebook:

www.fccfallriver.org
www.facebook.com/fccfallriver

Telephone:

Twitter, Instagram, fccfallriver
and YouTube:
Monday– Thursday
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Office Hours:
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

The Staff
Rev. Debbie L. Cipolletti,
Interim Senior Minister
Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent
Judith Conrad, Music Minister
Cheryl Foley, Bookkeeper
Henry Parker. Sexton
Jennifer Rego, Secretary
Doris Thornton, Health Minister

Memorial
Poinsettias
Once again this year at Christmas we will have the opportunity to
remember our loved ones with poinsettias. The poinsettias will be on display
from December 11th through December 24th.
We will list all memorials in December 18th & December 24th bulletins
and the in January Parish Guide. To allow time to prepare the listing, the
DEADLINE for placing your order has been set for:
12:00 Noon
Sunday, December 4, 2016
Help us make our sanctuary look as beautiful this year as it has in the
past at Christmas time. Order forms are available in this Parish Guide, the
11/27 and 12/4 weekly bulletins, on the table in the Narthex, or by calling
the Church Office.

2016 Memorial
Poinsettias
All poinsettias are one size and are $20.00 each.
A list of all memorials will be available in our
December 18th and December 24th bulletins as
well as the January Parish Guide.

To allow time to prepare the listing, a
Deadline of 12:00 noon, Sunday, December 4th
has been set for placing your order.

In Memory Of:
(please print)

Donated by:

(please print)

The poinsettias will decorate our sanctuary from
December 11th through December 24th.
Please circle one:
I
I

will

take the poinsettia following the December 24th, 7pm service.

will not take the poinsettia following the December 24th, 7pm service.

