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Dear Friends,
Summer has come and gone, football season is upon us, and Sunday School is in full swing. Yet if you take a leisurely
stroll around local stores you may walk away believing that merchants are already trying to rush Christmas upon us ~
before Halloween and Thanksgiving have even arrived. While it’s true that time seems to be marching on, sometimes
we need to hit the “Pause” button, take a deep breath, and allow ourselves to lean into God’s presence and simply be
still and know our God.
This has been a busy year in the life of the church, with special activities and programs planned nearly every month to
help you celebrate your 200th Anniversary as a church. In these two hundred years of service to the greater Fall River
community, the First Congregational Church has enjoyed a compelling history. Over the past year, you have had ample
opportunities to reflect upon, celebrate, and learn from your history/heritage. Those in leadership positions have also
used this time to share stories and feelings related to the departure of your previous pastor. Both occasions provide
opportunities for learning and increased awareness about who you are as a congregation. Your Moderator, Executive
Committee, Pastoral Relations, Deacons, and Transition Team members have played important roles in reviewing/
updating membership rolls, clarifying job descriptions, attending to staff and congregational dynamics, and clarifying
your relationship with previous pastors. This work helps to lay the groundwork for a congregation about to enter the
search process. In addition, a Sexton Search Committee has been formed and is interviewing candidates for the Sexton
position. Meanwhile, the congregation has found creative and meaningful ways to reach out into your community! All
this is to say that much transitional work has been happening behind the scenes, even if you are not aware of it.
Over the past year, the church has been blessed by outside speakers who have shared insights about congregational
history and the changing landscape of ministry. Recently, your Church Council unanimously authorized the formation
of your Search Committee. Members of the Search Committee need your continued support and prayers, particularly
as the congregation enters a new phase in the Transition Timeline. Questions to be addressed include: Who are your
neighbors? How/where is God calling this congregation to go/be in the future? And what are your hopes and dreams
for the future?
Amidst all this work taking place behind the scenes, it’s not surprising that a few have shared their sense of fatigue. It’s
important that we attend to our own spiritual needs and give ourselves permission to pause, take a deep breath, and
reflect upon the important things in your life while giving God credit for all those circumstances, past and present. This
time of year in the church and in our personal lives is when our schedules get busier and busier and we often get
stretched thinner and thinner. It’s my hope and prayer that in caring for ourselves and for each other, instead of quickly asking “how are you,” we might ask “how is your spirit?” Are you feeding yourself spiritually? Are you taking time to
listen for the voice of our still speaking God in your life? Or are you rushing through each day, running on empty? As
Christians we are called to share the love of God, but in order to share something, we need to allow ourselves to have
it first. Remember God loves you and wants your spirit to be full!
With all this in mind, I am very pleased to report that we have 13 women registered to attend the 1 Day Women’s Retreat which will be held on Cape Cod on October 1st! This will be the first retreat for most of them ~ and so we celebrate their willingness to try something new! On October 2nd, we will celebrate World Communion Sunday.

I will be out of state taking some much needed vacation time from Oct. 5 - 20th. My husband and I will be celebrating
our 30th Anniversary with our first trip to Hawaii. I have provided Jennifer Rego, Denise Ward, Bea Dean, Gary Fernandes, and Susan Lanyon with contact information for emergency Pastoral (i.e. Funeral) Coverage during my absence.
Should the need arise, please contact one of these folks for further assistance.
Please be advised that the church office will be closed during the week of October 17, to accommodate Staff vacation
schedules.
Upon my return, the church will host Teen Challenge in Worship on October 23rd. On October 30th, children and
adults are invited to wear their halloween costumes to church and bring a carved pumpkin to enter in our Pumpkin
contest in the vestry. Following worship, the church will host a community wide Trick or Treat event inside the church
building.
On November 6th, we will be celebrating All Saints Day - A Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance. This is an opportunity for us to give God thanks and to remember those persons who helped to shape and influence our faith, most
especially those who died during the last year. Please feel free to bring a picture of your loved one to share - as we
gather to remember and give thanks for the influence and presence of these saints in our lives.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Debbie

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
The Rev. Michael Chittum, Executive Director of the NACCC
will be joining us in worship and preaching on January 8, 2017
as we bring to a close, the year long celebration of your 200th Anniversary!

MEMORIAL WALKWAY—PAVERS
~Denise Ward
During the church year, we will be posting in the parish guide, at various times, opportunities for you to purchase a paver to commemorate a loved one in whatever capacity you would like.
In order to get the supplier to install the bricks, we need to have at least 10 or more bricks ready for a work
order.
PRICES:
4 by 8 brick is $100.00
8 x 8 brick is $250.00
There are forms located on the table in the Narthex for you to fill-out and return to the office with the payment
enclosed.
THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING SO WHAT A UNIQUE WAY TO GIVE A GIFT.
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AHA Night!
Thursday, October 20
~Judy Conrad
The next AHA night at First Congregational Church is Thursday October 20th. At 5:00 Judy Conrad will play
her usual informal classical piano recital, music by Liszt, Chopin and Mozart, as well as a set of pieces after
poems by Omar Khayyam by the 20th century New England composer Arthur Foote and some pieces after
paintings of Goya by the Spanish composer Enrique Granadow, who died 100 years ago this year.
And at 7:00 will be a special treat, a concert by Jane Wilcox Hively, daughter of the late Rev. Richard Wilcox
who was minister here in the '70's. Jane grew up in Somerset and studied voice at Boston University and later
in France, London and Nova Scotia. She lives in Conway, New Hampshire with her husband Jonathan who
plays bagpipes and mountain dulcimer. Jane will sing Celtic music and sacred and secular songs of the 19th
century, in honor of our church's Bicentennial, and will also perform several songs written by her father. She
will be accompanying herself on lever harp and guitar and will also sing two operatic arias with me, for old
times sake -- I used to accompany her in the '70's.
The concert is free and refreshments will be served.
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Sunday School News
by Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent

Upcoming Events:
For families ~ October 16 @ 1:00pm, Simcock Farm, 293
Marvel St., Swansea
Hayride, corn maze, pick a pumpkin and a small ice cream!
We will meet directly at Simcock Farm at 1pm, this outing
is free for kids who RSVP to Bonnie Braga (508) 667-5093.
Adults and/or friends are $10.00.

For teens ~ October 23, following church, Escobar’s Corn
Maze, Portsmouth
For families ~ Sunday, November 27, following church,
Fellowship Hall, Christmas Crafts, Decorate the Fellowship
Hall Christmas Tree and Lunch.
For all students ~ Sunday, December 4, 8:30 -9:30am
Pancakes and PJS with Pastor Debbie, games and fun in
Fellowship Hall.
Volunteers Needed!
We will be preparing the
meal for the Fall River
Community Food Pantry
at the First Baptist
Church on the first
Tuesday of every month
(next date: November 1st)
through June of 2017.
We need volunteers! We will start in our kitchen
at FCC around 2:30pm (you may join us later if
necessary) and expect to feed 90+ people at the
First Baptist church beginning at 5:00pm.
Please let Denise Ward or Pastor Debbie know if
you can help.
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Pastoral Search Update
“Laying the Groundwork”
Your Pastoral Relations Committee, in collaboration with the Executive Committee and Pastor Debbie, has been working diligently for the past 6 months to prepare for the upcoming Pastoral Search. The
preparation thus far has included writing a job description for the Church Sexton and the Church Secretary
and creating a Pastoral Covenant Agreement to be utilized to clarify relationships with both past and future
Pastors once they are no longer with us.
The Sexton’s job description is finalized and has been used during the present Sexton search. The
other two documents are presently at their 4th draft stage and should be finalized soon. All of these documents will help to create “smoother sailing” - both for our Pastoral Search and to provide clarification for our
new Pastor’s future role as Senior Minister. When all duties and relationships are clear, it helps to alleviate
misunderstandings between the Pastor and his/her staff and former pastors.
We are also one step closer to our Pastoral Search having now completed the Search Committee
election process at our Church Council meeting on September 21st. Nominations for this committee were
accepted from anyone in the congregation that nominated a Candidate. All nominees that accepted this
nomination were then presented and evaluated by the Church Council members in 13 categories through
written ballots at our August meeting. Giving levels were also included in this assessment, however this was
done confidentially. At the September meeting, results were shared - not by name but by results. After
much discussion, eight candidates were chosen for the Search Committee by unanimous vote. (Pastor Debbie abstained from all voting.) The names of these Candidates were then shared.
Although the names of the nominees will be kept confidential, the names of the actual Search Committee in now available to the congregation. Alphabetically, they are: Susan Braga, Bea Dean, John Donovan, Gary Fernandes, Bob Hadley, Sue Lanyon, Deb Vautrin, and Denise Ward.
Please give us your support, your patience, and most importantly your prayers as we begin this journey. It is estimated that this process takes between 6 to 18 months once we begin. We will keep you up to
date, as much as we are allowed, during this lengthy process.
Sincerely,
Susan Lanyon
Pastoral Relations Committee
and Search Committee member

Congratulations to

Tere’sa Gonsalves and Ferry Philip
on their wedding, which took place in our sanctuary on
Saturday, September 24, 2016.
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BICENTENNIAL YEAR LONG CELEBRATION UPDATE
~Denise Ward
Hi there,
Our year-long monthly celebrations have been very successful and I would like to refresh your memory
on what has happened at our church AND making you aware of what there is to come for the rest of the year.
A great big shout out to all who have been a part of these events—in any capacity—THANKS TO ALL OF
YOU!!!!
JANUARY—THE BICENTENNIAL GALA at White’s of Westport
FEBRUARY—Guest speaker on Congregationalism in Fall River with a luncheon
MARCH—BINGO family night with light refreshments
APRIL—James Ward Garden—dedication of walkway with engraved bricks
MAY— Historical Society High tea—but did not occur—sorry
JUNE—Block Party open to the community
JULY--AHA night—Judy Conrad hosted for our church
AUGUST—Cookout for church members and community
SEPTEMBER—Game time coordinated with Rally Day and Welcome Back breakfast
OCTOBER 20th —AHA night—Jane Wilcox will be performing at our church with light refreshments
HALLOWEEN TRICK AND TREATING on October 30th after church—church school and community
NOVEMBER—PAINT AFTERNOON ON THE 20TH—children are welcome and it will be on a first come
first serve basis. A deposit will be required to reserve the slots and will be returned on the day of the event.
DECEMBER 15TH—AHA night—Concert to be hosted by Judy Conrad
JANUARY 8TH 2017—bringing closure to the year-long celebration with a cake—our church in 1816 and
2016.

Sunday, October 23, 2016
Teen Challenge will be with us during our worship service and we
will have a lunch immediately following of soup, sandwiches, and
salads. Pease bring a dessert to share.
Please be sure to mark this date on your calendar and join us.

Upcoming Committee Meetings
Prudential Committee: Wednesday, September 28 at 6:30 Souter Library
Community Trick or Treat Planning Meeting: Sunday, September 9 at 11:15 Sanctuary
Nominating Committee: Sunday, October 16 at 11:15 Souter Library
Prudential Committee: Tuesday, October 25 at 6:30 Souter Library
FCC Staff Meeting: Wednesday, October 26 at 10:30 Souter Library
Church Council: Wednesday, October 26 at 7:00 Souter Library
**Denotes that childcare has been arranged, if you need childcare for another meeting held at the church,
please contact Jackie Donovan at (508) 863-5079 at least one week prior to the meeting.
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Congratulations and Best Wishes
We know these lists may be incomplete, so we ask that anyone whose name is not included be sure to call the
Church Office with the necessary information.

11th
12th
13th
16th
18th
22nd
29th

Bob and Debbie Cipolletti
Nelson and Jennifer Rego
Eric and Pamela Wildnauer
Robert and Nancy Costa
Richard and Elizabeth Cookson
Keith and Erika Cashman
Edward and Andrea Greenwood-Syron

1st
2nd
5th
6th
8th
9th
13th
15th

17th
19th

Christopher Caron
Damien Williams
Zoe Nickerson
Colleen Nicolan
Karen Dreyer
Albert Tremblay
Shelby Smith
Randy Jersky
Karter Perreira
Noah Elie
Nicholas Braga
Shelly Armstrong
Deborah Vautrin
John Paul Cabeceiras
Marjorie Warden
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20th Judson Chapman
Jared Lanyon
22nd Christine Kydd-Feliciano
24th Kylee Cabeceiras
28th Sarah McKnight-Resendes
Jeremy Soens
29th Jameson Ward
Owen Peters
30th Thomas LaBossiere
31st Christopher Couture

First Congregational Church
21 June Street
Fall River, MA 02720

Prepared especially for …

Moving??? Please don’t forget to notify the church office...

October
2016

If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please let Jennifer in the
Church Office know by calling her at (508) 672-5862 or via email at
fccfallriver@verizon.net

This Parish Guide is printed on paper that is at least 30 percent
post-consumer content. Please recycle it when you are finished.

First Congregational Church
Sunday Worship
and
Church School
10:00 a.m.

Fax:

(508) 672-5862
(508) 672-2341

Email Address:

fccfallriver@gmail.com

Website Address:
Facebook:

www.fccfallriver.org
www.facebook.com/fccfallriver

Telephone:

Twitter, Instagram, fccfallriver
and YouTube:
Monday– Thursday
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Office Hours:
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

The Staff
Rev. Debbie L. Cipolletti,
Interim Senior Minister
Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent
Judith Conrad, Music Minister
Cheryl Foley, Bookkeeper
Jennifer Rego, Secretary
Doris Thornton, Health Minister

HALLOWEEN
TRICK or
TREATING
OCTOBER 30TH AT
12 NOON
First Congregational Church
Fellowship Hall
282 Rock Street

Please join us for some treats, play a few games,
and have a snack!
Make sure you wear your costume.

