First Congregational Church
Parish Guide
Volume 78

No. 8

April 2016

This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and that has written them,
and we know that his testimony is true. But there are also many other things that Jesus did;
if every one of them were written down, I suppose that the world itself could
not contain the books that would be written. (John 21:24-25)
The citation above contains the last words from John’s gospel. After the various post -resurrection
appearances of Jesus, John puts himself and the reader into the story of the Good News. He knows that Jesus
rose from the dead and was still roaming the Earth when he finished his writing. He knew that, if his words
endured for centuries, as they have, that Jesus would still be alive and well in the world. He could never assert
the resurrection any other way.
Jesus was alive and is alive and will be alive tomorrow … or will He?
Throughout much of the world “death” is believed to come in three stages. The first death occurs when the
body’s heart stops pumping. The second death occurs when there is nothing left of the body but dry bones.
This stage usually comes a year following the first death. Many cultures move the bones from a coffin to an
ossuary at this time. The third and final stage of death is supposed to occur when the deceased’s name is
spoken for the last time. While I believe in the resurrection of Christ and have faith that each of us participates
in that resurrection, I also see the truth and wisdom to this three-stage understanding of death.
As we ponder the resurrection during the season of Easter, let’s ponder it personally. Many of you dedicate
flowers, bells, bricks, anthems and other things on behalf of your loved ones who are deceased. And so they
continue to live in our collective memories … they are very much alive in our common life – praise God!
But what about your faith? What about the Risen Christ who still makes his presence known by walking,
talking, and breaking bread with some of us? Does your faith live on, if you never mention it? Does your
Savior live ~ if you never mention His name? Does your church live if you never mention Her name? Who is
responsible for that life? Who is participating in the resurrection? How will those who have never heard the
Good News believe the testimony of John and Matthew and Mark and Luke ~ if they don’t first hear your
testimony?
We are the people of the resurrection. We are reminded that even though our expectations are not always met,
new things can spring forth before our very own eyes. Both Scripture (Colossians 2:12) and our faith tradition
have long taught that we, as Christ’s disciples, have also been raised with him. But what does this mean for
our own lives? Can you say that you have been raised to new life? As Christians, we say that we are
followers of our crucified and resurrected Lord. But can you, as a Christian, show me signs of your
resurrection? The first Easter occurred nearly 2,000 years ago. But what difference does that event make in
our lives today?
I had a seminary professor who once challenged my classmates and me to, "Show me the signs of your
resurrection!”
That same challenge looms for all Christians to consider. For if Jesus' victory over sin, death and evil doesn't
really matter in our lives, then why do we go to such lengths to celebrate it? Do we take time to consider how
we have been raised with Christ to experience the hope and possibilities of new life?
The resurrection has a way of penetrating down deep into life; everyday life. It is the means whereby we are
enabled to see the world, not as a place of death, decay, and defeat, but as the place awaiting God’s final
victory. Easter is the experience of the power of God, the recognition that life is stronger than death and love
is stronger than hate.
Continued on page 2...
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Our life is the Good News that could fill many volumes. Your testimony bears witness to our faith. The life of
your church depends on your stories: Your invitations to participate in the good news that are shared with
others help the faith of others grow.
My Easter prayer for you, for our faith, for this church, and for Fall River and communities beyond … is that
you can love the life you’ve been given so much that you speak of the wonders, the love and the salvation you
have witnessed … by name … to all that would hear. We’re all counting on you for our very lives. We’re all
participating in the resurrection. Let’s speak the resurrection into life!
Despite life’s disappointments ~ which can come quite unexpectedly ~ the Risen Christ has been there with
me and for me, although I haven’t always had eyes to see this. Often, it’s only when I reflect and look back
on events in my life ~ that I come to see in new ways. I have come to know and personally experience the
tender mercies, the healing presence, and the resurrection power of the Risen Christ’s embrace in my own life
~ during a time of crisis. I have also been blessed to see signs of Christ’s presence in the midst of human
suffering, when I walk with people journeying through the valley of the shadow of death ~ and with churches
journeying through times of transition.
No doubt we can all point to times when each of us has contributed to the brokenness of our world. The good
news is that the Risen Lord seeks to meet us along the shores of our own failures. Christ reaches out to offer
the gift of forgiveness, asking if we love him, calling us to feed God’s sheep, and sending us out to care for
God’s people. The Christian life is grounded not only in Christ’s resurrection, but also in the story of many
personal resurrections. With this in mind, I share the poem on the following page and invite you to join us for
worship in April and throughout this season of Eastertide, as we explore the mysterious ways that the power
of Christ’s resurrection is made manifest in the life of broken people. God is the One with the power to pick
up the broken pieces and make something new! I pray we might be open to both the power and possibilities!
Easter Blessings!
Debbie

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all your prayers and expressions of sympathy that I have
received during this sad and difficult time for my family. Please know
that they’re much appreciated.
In Faith, Pastor Debbie

Online Giving Opportunity
We are pleased to announce a new service to help us become
more faithful stewards. All of us can give our tithes and offerings
online now.
There are a few different ways we’re able to give. First, you can
give through the church website at www.fccfallriver.org. It’s easy
to sign up and doesn’t take much time. You can also give through
our mobile giving app, available for both Apple and Android
devices. That’s a really quick way for us to give, especially if we
are serving elsewhere during the service, like the nursery or with
the youth.
By being able to give online now, we can set up how often we
want to give, how much we want to give, and where we want to give to.
For more information, you can go to the church website and click on the “Online Giving” button. If you
would like to attend the upcoming informational session to learn how to use “Online Giving” please see
Nelson Rego or Ken Ward.
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The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Churches
By Anthony B. Robinson

1. Strive for excellence in service to Christ. Effective churches are churches where people enjoy what
they’re doing and do it well. Give God your best whether in the care of church grounds, the soup you prepare for the
homeless shelter dinner, or the hymns and anthems you sing in worship.

2. Cultivate a spirit of innovation and experimentation. Make the “Seven Last Words of the

Church,” i.e. “We’ve never done it that way before,” a distant memory. Be open to new ideas that advance your
mission. Free people to develop and try new ministries. Just remember, if you’re not failing at something, you’re probably
not trying at anything.

3. Take the initiative to build relationships with people and groups in the wider
community beyond your congregation. Refuse to be isolated. Take to the streets, the coffee shops,

library and parks of your community. Be curious about what’s going on. Get involved in community events. Meet people.
Introduce yourself as a member of the church. Invite people to “come and see”.

4. Accept responsibility for mistakes, learn from them, and in all things, let grace
abound. Christians aren’t perfect; they are forgiven. So making mistakes is not the worst thing that can happen.
Besides we often learn the most from our failures. In the end, and in the beginning, it is about God’s grace, not our
achievements. Cut others some slack. While you’re at it, cut yourself some, too.

5. “Always be prepared to give an account of the hope that is within you.” (1 Peter 3:15)

Look for where the love, energy and life are flowing and focus on that. And recognize excuses for what they are: a sign of
insufficient commitment. Be people of hope, trusting in God to find a way even when we can’t.

6. Be willing to let people go in order to stay focused on your core mission.

It is more
important for your church to be clear and steady about its core mission than it is to make everyone happy. Some people
may be better off in another congregation. When folks are unhappy, connect, talk and pray. If things remain stuck, let
them go with your blessing, giving priority to your mission.

7. Splash it on! A hospice nurse told the story of bringing an elderly woman home for the final days of her life.

Noticing a large bottle of perfume on the woman’s dresser, the nurse asked, “Would you like me to dab a bit of that behind
your ears?” “Honey,” said the woman to the nurse, “Why don’t you just splash it on!” God loves cheerful givers. So
spend money wisely, well and freely in God’s cause.

Volunteers Needed!
We will be preparing the
meal for the Fall River
Community Food Pantry
at the First Baptist
Church on the first
Tuesday of every month
(beginning May 3rd) for the rest of the year.

Be sure to join us for First
Sunday Fellowship, each
Communion Sunday, after
our worship service.

We need volunteers! We will arrive at FBC
around 3pm (you may join us later if necessary)
and expect to feed about 60-75 people.

May - Prudential Committee
June - Property Committee

Each monthly event will be held in Fellowship
Hall and will be provided by one of the
committees of the First Congregational Church.

We hope you will make an effort to join us!

Please let Jenn in the office know if you can
help.
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Congregational Business Meeting - May 1, 2016
On Sunday, March 13, the Annual Meeting was held in Fellowship
Hall. Unfortunately, there were not enough members present to
accept the reports for the 2015 calendar year and to vote on the
proposed Bylaws change. So, we rescheduled for Sunday April 3,
and we had to cancel church due to a snow storm… IN APRIL!
So… we have rescheduled. We are hoping to have no snow and we
need a minimum of 30 people, to join us, in the Sanctuary,
on Sunday, May 1, at 11:15am.
Since it is also First Sunday Fellowship, the Prudential
Committee will provide light refreshments in the Bogle Street
Chapel.

Fuel Assistance Program

Did you know that the Greater Fall River/Taunton
Area Community Anti-Poverty Agency administers
a Fuel Assistance Program? This program helps
low/moderate income households with some of the
winter’s heating costs. The income guidelines are
not as low as folks might think.
Call to find out if you qualify!
In the Fall River Area: 508-676-7397
or 508-679-0041
In the Taunton Area: 508-823-6346

Block Party Planning
Team
The Block Party Planning
Team will meet on
Wednesday, April 13 at
7:00 in the Souter Library.

Upcoming Committee Meetings
Staff Meeting: Monday, April 11 at 10:30 Souter Library
Board of Deacons: Monday, April 11 at 7:00 Souter Library (not a typo, there are 2 meetings)
Religious Education: Tuesday, April 12 at 6:30 Souter Library
Block Party Planning: Thursday, April 13 at 6:30 Souter Library
Scholarship Committee: Sunday, April 17 at 11:15 Sanctuary
Nominating Committee: Sunday, April 17 at 11:15 Sanctuary
Church Council: Wednesday, April 27 at 7:00 Souter Library
**Denotes that childcare has been arranged, if you need childcare for another meeting held at the
church, please contact Jackie Donovan at (508) 863-5079 at least one week prior to the meeting.
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Sunday School News
by Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent

Please support the Sunday School’s
Annual Pet Supplies Drive
To benefit
Forever Paws Animal Shelter
Their needs include:
Cat and dog food, kitten and puppy food, kitty litter, blankets, towels,
bleach and papertowels

Please bring your donations to church by April 24th
Join the Sunday School as we plan to visit FOREVER PAWS
After church on Sunday, April 24th
we’ll bring all of the donations with us!
***************************
Thanks to Jackie Donovan, Maggie DoRego, and Wendy Brown for
stuffing the Easter eggs for the
EASTER EGG HUNT IN THE CHURCH!!
Each of the children were able to fill their baskets!
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Your church is grateful to the donors of our memorial flowers, not merely for the
beauty in our sanctuary, but as a testament to your belief in the power of the
Resurrection that assures us that because “I live, you shall also live.”
Easter Flowers were given in loving memory of...
Florence Belknap
Barbara & Robert Chamberlain
Mr. George B. J. Cipolletti
Elizabeth Cooper Cookson
Lorraine T. Costa
Robert J. Costa
Thomas James Costa
Antonio G. D’Adamo
Mr. & Mrs. Fred D’Adamo
Barbara Dean
John Dean
Eva & Fred Dreyer
Lena Dreyer
Nicholas and Edith Fitton
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Henry
Leslie H. and Norma Lanyon
Leslie E. Lanyon
Mr. & Mrs. Chester A. Leonard
Hope LoVerde
Isabel MacNaught
Russell L. McIlwaine
Mary C. Medeiros
Nancy W. Mendoza

Mr. & Mrs. George C. Moberger
Constance Perry
Isaac F. Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Lester H. Sowle
Ethel and Walter Stapelfeld
Sharon Stapelfeld
Mark Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. James Thornton
Daniel Moore Twadell
William Moore Twadell
Carol Herrling Twadell
Betty & Keith Walsten
James Ward
Sumner J. Waring, Jr.
Louise & Sumner J. Waring, Sr.
Ethel Werner
David F. Westgate
Muriel & Ray Westgate
Stanton Whitney
Mr. & Mrs. George Lester Wilcox
Jean Ferguson Wilcox
Rev. Dr. Richard French Wilcox, Sr.

Living Memorials

Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016
Throughout the year, our church is blessed to receive gifts and contributions to support the ministries and programs of the
church. Many of these special gifts are given in memory of past members and friends in our Living Memorial Fund. In
recognition of these gifts, and in tribute to those who have been stewards of our church's ministries in years past, it is our
tradition to publicly share the names of those in whose memory these gifts have been given. The following names, to be shared
during tonight's service, are those who have been remembered through special gifts to our church since the last reading of the
Living Memorial on Sunday, December 20, 2015.
It is with tremendous gratitude that we remember these saints who have handed down, to us, the ministries of the
First Congregational Church of Fall River.

Additions to Existing Memorials
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie H. Lanyon
Leslie E. Lanyon
Mrs. Theresa A. Leonard
Mary C. Medeiros
Eben and “Tillie” Sawyer

Mr. James Ward
Hadley B. Wilkinson
Elmer J. Wilkinson
Phyllis M. Wilkinson

Congratulations and Best Wishes
We know these lists may be incomplete, so we ask that anyone whose name is not included be sure to call the
Church Office with the necessary information.
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10
11
18
24
27

Diane and Raymond Gordon
Virginia and Frank Hadley
Corrine and Henry Smith
Susan and Jeffrey Raposo
Colleen and Stephen Nicolan
Michelle and Dennis Correia

2
4
5
7
8
9
10
11
14
15
16
18
19
20
21
22
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Gary Fernandes
Austin Wildnauer
Allison Faunce
Craig Benjamin
Scott Paul
Rebecca Soens
Frank Noble
Kenneth Benjamin
Landon Cateon
Laura Hadley
Debra Gagnon
Sandra Iacobacci
Patrick McKnight
Nicholas Silvia
Joan Burt
Alex Ciullo
Claudette Sisson
Lorraine Medeiros
Irene Santos
Kassie Medeiros
Donald Wood
Kenneth Kubic
Tiffany Oliveira

23
24
25
27
28

Jackie Donovan
Mackenzie Syron
Pamela Wilkinson
Peter Wolstenholme
Tammy Couture
John Elie
Irene Rex
Amanda Correia
Matthew Bishop

First Congregational Church
21 June Street
Fall River, MA 02720

Prepared especially for …

Moving??? Please don’t forget to notify the church office...

2016

If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please let Jennifer in the
Church Office know by calling her at (508) 672-5862 or via email at
fccfallriver@verizon.net

This Parish Guide is printed on paper that is at least 30 percent
post-consumer content. Please recycle it when you are finished.

First Congregational Church
Sunday Worship
and
Church School
10:00 a.m.
Telephone:
Fax:
Email Address:
Website Address:
Facebook:

(508) 672-5862
(508) 672-2341
fccfallriver@gmail.com
www.fccfallriver.org
www.facebook.com/fccfallriver

fccfallriver
Twitter, Instagram,
and YouTube:
Monday– Thursday
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Sunday
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

The Staff
Rev. Debbie L. Cipolletti,
Interim Senior Minister
Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent
Judith Conrad, Music Minister
Cheryl Foley, Bookkeeper
Jennifer Rego, Secretary
Doris Thornton, Health Minister

