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Brothers and Sisters,
Blessings to you during this season of Lent! The church is sponsoring a Book Discussion Group on
Wednesday mornings at 11 am and Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm, to reflect on the book titled Gifts of the
Dark Wood by Eric Elnes. No prior experience in Bible Study is needed, just a heartfelt desire to explore and
grow in your faith! Even if you missed our previous sessions, you’re still welcome to join us.
During Lent, I encourage you to find ways to set aside time each day to pray, reflect, and nurture your “inner
spiritual life”. This could mean carving out as little as 10 minutes of quiet time before you begin or end each
day. Some might even choose to use your commuting time or your daily walk, as a time to pray. The
opportunities are endless! What matters most, is that we seek to respond to God’s gracious invitation for each
of us to reflect and seek to draw closer to God during this season of Lent.
The Lenten journey also provides us with an opportunity to review the tasks before a congregation in
transition between settled pastors. These have traditionally been identified as the following:






Coming to terms with congregational history
Re-discovering and affirming congregational identity
Allowing needed shifts in leadership to emerge
Renewing connections in the community
Committing to new directions in ministry

My job as your interim minister is to help guide and lead you through these tasks. Along the way, there will
be opportunity for conversations that will hopefully be stimulating, no doubt at times challenging, but also
affirming. With your help, these can be an enjoyable experience of learning for all. My hope is that our time
together will provoke deep thought and hard work, of course — but also a time of renewed commitment,
compassion, curiosity, and humor. Stay tuned for ways that you can become part of the conversation!
Special Worship Services are planned for Holy Week. On Sunday, March 20th, we will gather to celebrate
Palm/Passion Sunday, with the children helping to lead a procession of Palms around the Sanctuary. On
Thursday, March 24th, we’ll gather at 7 pm to host a Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service that includes
Scripture Reading, candlelight, special music and communion. While this service exudes a somber mood, it
remains one of my favorite services of the year. On Easter Sunday, March 27th, we will gather at 10 AM
for a traditional Easter Sunday Worship Service to celebrate the good news of Christ’s resurrection. All are
welcome to join us – so why not bring friends and family members to share in the celebration!
Wishing You and Yours, Blessings and Peace!
Debbie

COME UNTO ME
When the journey gets too hard,
when we feel depleted,
when our compassion
turns to complaining,
when our efforts toward
justice and mercy
seem to get us nowhere,
it’s time to remember
the humility part –

Be sure to join us for First
Sunday Fellowship, each
Communion Sunday, after
our worship service.
Each monthly event will be held in Fellowship
Hall and will be provided by one of the
committees of the First Congregational Church.

that it is God who has made us
and not we ourselves;
that the saving of the world
or even one part of it
is not on our shoulders.
It is then we can come unto him,
and he will give us rest.
With rest we’ll remember
what it is we are about.

March - Religious Education Committee
April - Pastoral Relations Committee
May - Prudential Committee
June - Property Committee
We hope you will make an effort to join us!

--Ann Weems, Kneeling in Jerusalem

2016
Sunday, March 20 ~Palm/Passion Sunday
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Thursday, March 24 ~Maundy Thursday Tenebrae
7:00 p.m. Worship Service
Sunday, March 27~Easter Sunday
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
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Sunday, April 10, 2016
11:30am

Come and ring the bell!!!!

Celebrate the dedication of the new
memorial walkway in the
James Ward Memorial Garden.
Sunday, April 10, 2016
Join us in celebration
of our 200th year!
On Sunday, April 10, immediately following the
worship service, we will celebrate the completion of the
bell cradle restoration and our bicentennial year by
ringing our bell 200 times!
We are inviting members and friends to join us in
this celebration. Please contact Jenn in the church
office at (508) 672-5862 or via email at
fccfallriver@gmail.com if you want to help ring the
bell.

If We Have to Cancel the
Worship Service
(Due to Bad Weather)
On those winter Sunday mornings
when we have extremely bad
weather, causing apparent danger to
those attempting to get to church, the
decision whether to cancel the
worship service will be made in
consultation with Bea WhitneyDean, our Senior Deacon, and
Denise Ward, our Moderator.
If it is decided that worship must be cancelled,
Jennifer Rego, our Church Secretary, will call the
Church Office and remotely change the outgoing
message on the answering machine to indicate
that the service has been cancelled. She will also
post this information to the FCC Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/fccfallriver).
If at all possible, the decision whether to cancel
the service will be made by 8:00 a.m. So you may
call the Church Office any time after 8:00 a.m. to
get accurate information.
If there is no message indicating the service has
been cancelled, then you may assume that we will
be holding the worship service –and will be happy
to see you in church!
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Lenten Worship Series – “Gifts of the Dark Wood”
from www.worshipdesignstudio.com.
Used with permission through subscription to
www.worshipdesignstudio.com.

This Lent series (non-lectionary) is based on the book by the same name and is about how experiences of life
through the "dark wood" (uncertainty, emptiness, lostness, etc) can be seen as gifts. We hope you will join
with us as we explore the question of “How can the struggles of life be the seedbed of spiritual awakening to
the fullness of life?”
March 7 – The Gift of Getting Lost –A Service of Holy Communion ~ Psalm 42 & 1 Samuel 3
The path of life is rarely clear or straight-forward. We find ourselves lost in a Dark Wood,
unclear which direction to go, perhaps having strayed from the path we thought we were on. It is at these
times that the gift of getting lost is that we begin to pay more attention than we usually do. Perhaps we are
looking for blatant signs when the subtle nudges of Spirit are already right there. Our Lent journey invites us
to get quiet and open wide our senses.
March 13 – The Gift of Temptation ~ 2 Corinthians 5:16-19
The gift of temptation may bring images of resisting evil – sometimes in seriously dangerous
form or as seemingly benign as the pastry in front of you. But instead, the temptation for this week is
following the “shoulds” dictated only by logic, outside expectation or shiny “rewards” instead of following
the path of our intuition and imagination suggest is right for us – the path that helps us bring the best of our
energy and joy to the world. Our Lent journey invites us to face the temptations that erode our fullness and
steal us away.
March 20 – The Gift of Misfits (Palm/Passion Sunday) ~ Mark 1:14-15
As Lent in the Dark Wood begins to come to a close, we look around us to acknowledge the
Reign of God ~ the family – that is has always and is already right here with us. Sojourners in the Dark Wood
do not go it alone but are blessed with the presence of others who help us see, reflect with us and discover
together with us the riches of a life lived with intention. As Jesus comes into Jerusalem at the beginning of
that fateful week, he is surrounded by those who will live the uncertainty, temptation and emptiness right
alongside.
Holy Week – The Gift of Disappearing (Maundy Thursday or Good Friday)
When searching in the Dark Woods, pride and shaman lead us into thinking more or less of
ourselves than we ought. We begin to build false images rather than trusting that God knows deeply who we
really are and wants us to live fully into our highest identity. The Gift of Disappearing comes when we
“disappear” for a while into a “thin place” where the human and diving seem particularly close. We reemerge after re-discovering who and whose we are.
March 27 – Where We Go From Here (Easter Sunday) ~ Mark 16:1-7
At the beginning of our trek into the Dark Woods, we heard of Peter’s sinking failure as a
spiritual gift. Even towards the end, Peter fails to keep his promise to his beloved Jesus, denying any
association with him three times when the going got rough. But again it is this utter failure that will guide and
strengthen him for what comes next. Upon this sinking rock, the church was built and expanded to include
others considered “other” or “unworthy.” The story of all those who surrounded Jesus parallels our own
failures, fears, and missteps. Where do we go from here? We journey into our fullness, continuing to
embrace the Gifts of the Dark Wood where the Spirit beckons us into extraordinary life.
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Sunday School News
by Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent

Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Sunday, March 27th
Immediately after worship on Easter Sunday, the volunteer Easter
Bunnies from the RE committee will
descend upon the Sanctuary to hide eggs
for the Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt.
Parents are asked to NOT go downstairs
to get their children (except Nursery aged
children) as they will all be brought up to
the Sanctuary once the eggs are hidden.
Volunteers needed!
Volunteers will be needed to help fill the Easter Eggs. Please call Jenn in
the church office or send an email to fccfallriver@gmail.com to indicate
your availability. It will likely be during the day the week before Easter.
Thanks!
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Tuesday, March 15, 2016
6:30 P.M.

Don’t forget to set all of your
clocks one hour ahead!
Miriam Harrison would like to thank everyone who has
supported her many bake sales since 2011 to raise
money for the Tower Bell Project.

Sunday,
March 13th!

She appreciates all the purchases and donations.

Have you ordered your brick to
help complete our Memorial
Walkway in the James Ward
Memorial Garden?
Order forms are available in the
Narthex or by calling/emailing Jenn
in the church office at
(508) 672-5862 or
fccfallriver@gmail.com
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Congratulations and Best Wishes
We know these lists may be incomplete, so we ask that anyone whose name is not included be sure to call the
Church Office with the necessary information.

3 Rachel & Ulysses Sallum
7 Jackie & John Donovan
28 Tammy & Christopher Couture

2
4
7
8

9
10
12
13
15
16
17
18

Ryan Caron
Meaghan Correia
Amber Charron
Joyce Soares
Carole Smith
Nicole Couture
Jesse Kubic
Tyler Iacobacci
Jada Toledo
Adam Bettencourt
Jeffrey Smith
Linda Cunha
Christopher Costa
Erin Foley
Gloria Morissette
Jeffrey Ward
Seamus Foley
Gail Wilkinson
Eric Wanke
Lynne Lott

19
22
23
27
30
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Jennifer Rego
Walter Gosciminski
Josephine Lavoie
Robin Pavao
William Kearney

First Congregational Church
21 June Street
Fall River, MA 02720

Prepared especially for …

Moving??? Please don’t forget to notify the church office...

2016

If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please let Jennifer in the
Church Office know by calling her at (508) 672-5862 or via email at
fccfallriver@verizon.net

This Parish Guide is printed on paper that is at least 30 percent
post-consumer content. Please recycle it when you are finished.

First Congregational Church
Sunday Worship
and
Church School
10:00 a.m.
Telephone:
Fax:
Email Address:
Website Address:
Facebook:

(508) 672-5862
(508) 672-2341
fccfallriver@gmail.com
www.fccfallriver.org
www.facebook.com/fccfallriver

Twitter, Instagram, fccfallriver
and YouTube:
Monday– Thursday
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Office Hours:
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

The Staff
Rev. Debbie L. Cipolletti,
Interim Senior Minister
Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent
Judith Conrad, Music Minister
Cheryl Foley, Bookkeeper
Jennifer Rego, Secretary
Doris Thornton, Health Minister

Easter is coming… and along with Easter comes Living Memorials & Memorial Flowers.

You will find two order forms on this page. Should you be interested in establishing or
contributing to an already established Living Memorial or purchasing Memorial Flowers in
somebody’s memory, please fill out the appropriate form below.
DEADLINE for Living Memorials and Easter Memorial Flowers is Sunday, March 13, 2016!!!

Living Memorials
In our Christian belief that life goes on

Easter Memorial Flowers
Flowers represent God's creation, remind us of

after death, and as a living testimony to this

new life, enhance our worship, and express our

belief, and as a living witness to our faith in the

feelings. At Easter, we have the opportunity to

promises of God revealed to us through Jesus

remember our loved ones with the gift of flowers.

Christ, the Deacons of First Congregational
Church have established a Memorial Foundation
to preserve in memory those who are no longer
able to serve as stewards of God’s kingdom on
earth. Through a “Living Memorial,” one who is

Once again, you will have several different
flowers to choose from in remembering your loved ones
at Easter. As a tribute to all those remembered, all
memorials would be printed in the Easter bulletin and
in a future issue of the Parish Guide.

no longer in our midst will continue to serve as a
witness to our faith and as a steward to our
beliefs for the benefit of those who remain. May
their continuing service and memory inspire us
to greater service and dedication.

Living Memorial Information Form
From:
In Memory of:
Is this an existing or new memorial?
Dollar Amount Enclosed:
Is there anyone in particular you would
like me to send an acknowledgement to?

XtáàxÜ `xÅÉÜ|tÄ YÄÉãxÜá
Order Form
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Circle the flowers desired:
Daffodils
All plants are
Hyacinths
$10.00 each
Single Lily
Tulips
Do you plan to take your plant
following the March 27th Service?
YES
NO
Place your order form in the collection
plate or mail to the church office (21
June Street, Fall River, MA
02720)
before the March 13th deadline.

