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Dear Friends,
It seems that we just journeyed through Christmas…celebrated the New Year…and Lent is already quickly
approaching! I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone, once again, who helped to plan the
Bicentennial Gala event on Saturday, January 9th. I think I can say unequivocally say that a wonderful evening
was had by all! Many thanks to those on the Bicentennial Planning Committee: Denise Ward, Audrey Poitras,
Fatima Carvalho, Jennifer Rego, and Joan Twaddle.
We will be hosting another Bicentennial event on Sunday, February 7th immediately after worship, downstairs
in Fellowship Hall. Our Guest Speaker, the Rev. Doug Showalter, is a retired Congregational pastor, who will
be giving an overview of the evolution of Congregational houses of Worship in MA, with some notice along
the way of how the history of the Fall River church fits within that overall pattern. His presentation is entitled:
“You Are Sitting in My Pew!” Lunch and child care will be provided. Every month this year we will host a
special event in celebration of this congregation’s 200th Anniversary. Please join us!
I will be leading a Book Discussion Group that will meet on Wednesdays during Lent. This same book will
also guide our Lenten Worship Series through February and March. The Board of Deacons and I are
encouraging Church leadership, Staff, and anyone else who may be interested to please consider joining us.
We will be using the book titled Gifts of the Dark Wood: Seven Blessings for Soulful Skeptics (and other
Wanderers) by Eric Elnes to guide our group discussion.
Each week we will read at home and come prepared to discuss one chapter (approximately 20 pages). With
the help of a video, we will be introduced to a series of famous Speakers and Theologians to help us explore
how the struggles of life can actually contain gifts and be the seedbed for our spiritual awakening. This book
is about “seeing life through new eyes, recognizing that experiences of failure, emptiness, and uncertainty are
critical for finding our way through life as they are unavoidable. We will explore how these experiences of
life through the “dark wood” are actually clues to discovering our “calling” and “life path.” [Additional
information about the Book Discussion group is provided elsewhere in this Newsletter.]
If we have enough interest in this Book Discussion Group, I am willing to lead both a daytime session that
meets in the Souter Library on Wednesday mornings at 11 am; and an evening session that meets in the Souter
Library on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm. Each session will last approximately 90 minutes.
If you are interested in joining us, please call the church office to let Jenn know which session you plan to
attend, so that we can have enough books on hand. I look forward to journeying with you and offering
creative ways to deepen our personal experience of the faith journey we share.
Please also know that the Transition Team continues to meet. This month they will begin to meet in pairs with
church committees to explore and begin to unpack the emotions of grief that have been triggered by the
departure of your former settled Pastor. Grief work is an important part of the work the congregation needs to
do prior to entering the search process ~ before you are ready to search for and eventually call a new settled
pastor. Please stay tuned for ways that you can participate in this process!
Thanks and Blessings,
Pastor Debbie

Bicentennial Gala - January 9, 2016

More pictures are available at
facebook.com/fccfallriver
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by Bea Whitney-Dean, Senior Deacon

The deacons met earlier in January to select a
chairperson for the diaconate and I am very
honored to have been chosen as the Senior Deacon
once again. We also are very pleased to welcome
Rafael Figueroa back to the diaconate to fill an
empty slot. I look forward to working with him
again and know he will be an asset to our group.

We note with sadness the
passing of our friend:
Joel Jersky
January 31, 2016

As we head into another winter ..hopefully a mild
one... I would just like to assure everyone that the
deacons continue to meet monthly and to work
diligently with Reverend Debbie on new and old
projects that will benefit, and have benefited, the
church. We look forward to another year of
worship and wonderful activities that continue to
draw us closer together as a church family.

If We Have to Cancel the
Worship Service
(Due to Bad Weather)

Best wishes and stay warm!
On those winter Sunday mornings
when we have extremely bad
weather, causing apparent danger to
those attempting to get to church, the
decision whether to cancel the
worship service will be made in
consultation with Bea WhitneyDean, our Senior Deacon, and
Denise Ward, our Moderator.
If it is decided that worship must be cancelled,
Jennifer Rego, our Church Secretary, will call the
Church Office and remotely change the outgoing
message on the answering machine to indicate
that the service has been cancelled. She will also
post this information to the FCC Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/fccfallriver).
If at all possible, the decision whether to cancel
the service will be made by 8:00 a.m. So you may
call the Church Office any time after 8:00 a.m. to
get accurate information.
If there is no message indicating the service has
been cancelled, then you may assume that we will
be holding the worship service –and will be happy
to see you in church!

Be sure to join us for First
Sunday Fellowship, each
Communion Sunday, after
our worship service.
Each monthly event will be held in Fellowship
Hall and will be provided by one of the
committees of the First Congregational Church.
February - Music & Arts and Bicentennial
Committees
March - Religious Education Committee
April - Pastoral Relations Committee
We hope you will make an effort to join us!

Serving Communion in February
Linda Fernandes
Audrey Poitras
Larry LoVerde
Bob Lavoie
Bea Whitney-Dean
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Lenten Worship Series – “Gifts of the Dark Wood”
from www.worshipdesignstudio.com.
Used with permission through subscription to
www.worshipdesignstudio.com.

This Lent series (non-lectionary) is based on the book by the same name and is about how experiences of life
through the "dark wood" (uncertainty, emptiness, lostness, etc) can be seen as gifts. We hope you will join
with us as we explore the question of “How can the struggles of life be the seedbed of spiritual awakening to
the fullness of life?”
Feb. 7 – Where We Find Ourselves
Matthew 14:22-33
Introduction to “Gifts of the Dark Wood” Lenten Worship Series
This series, based on the book by the same name by Eric Elnes, is about “seeing life through new eyes,
recognizing that experiences of failure, emptiness, and uncertainty are as critical for finding our way through
life as they are unavoidable.” We will see how experiences of life through the “dark wood” are actually clues
to our “calling” or “life path.” We will explore the question of how can the struggles of life be the seedbed of
spiritual awakening to the fullness of life?
Feb. 14 – The Gift of Uncertainty
1 Corinthians 13:11-12
Contemporary Reading – Excerpt from “Crossing the Unknown Sea”
When we allow ourselves to accept the journey within the Dark Woods, the Holy Spirit tends
to shake things up a bit as we begin to awaken to nudging towards a fuller life. But life is messy. Life is
uncertain. Rather than a problem to be solved, what if we saw uncertainty as a gift helping us let go of all we
cannot know so that we can live more wholeheartedly? We begin our Lent journey in the Dark Wood where
rich discoveries can be made when we are willing to answer the question, “Do you want to be made well?”
Feb. 21 – The Gift of Emptiness
Luke 17:33
Our journey through the Dark Wood invites us to the gift of emptiness. Many of us sometime
feel empty inside and we fear that there is nothing there of worth. But what if we let go of our obsession with
worthiness and released into the idea that if we want to be filled – to find God – getting empty is the best way.
God will find us! In our journey this Lent toward the cross, we know that even Jesus felt empty despair …
and it was at this moment that God’s possibility of life beyond that pain was revealed.
Feb. 28 – The Gift of Being Thunderstruck
Job 37:1-5
Ancient civilizations and religions all metaphorically describe the voice of the divine coming
through thunder and lightning. We often describe experiences of insight as a “sudden flash,” “seeing the
light,” or “rocked my world.” Storms of life can make way for moments of insight, like the sun radiating in a
clearing in the woods, that can offer us direction, helping us to negotiate life’s path and see our unique place
in the world. Our Lenten journeys of discernment and introspection invite us to open our senses in the midst
of the storm.
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Lenten Worship Series – “Gifts of the Dark Wood”
March 7 – The Gift of Getting Lost –A Service of Holy Communion
Psalm 42 & 1 Samuel 3
The path of life is rarely clear or straight-forward. We find ourselves lost in a Dark Wood,
unclear which direction to go, perhaps having strayed from the path we thought we were on. It is at these
times that the gift of getting lost is that we begin to pay more attention than we usually do. Perhaps we are
looking for blatant signs when the subtle nudges of Spirit are already right there. Our Lent journey invites us
to get quiet and open wide our senses.
March 13 – The Gift of Temptation
2 Corinthians 5:16-19
The gift of temptation may bring images of resisting evil – sometimes in seriously dangerous
form or as seemingly benign as the pastry in front of you. But instead, the temptation for this week is
following the “shoulds” dictated only by logic, outside expectation or shiny “rewards” instead of following the
path of our intuition and imagination suggest is right for us – the path that helps us bring the best of our
energy and joy to the world. Our Lent journey invites us to face the temptations that erode our fullness and
steal us away.
March 20 – The Gift of Misfits (Palm/Passion Sunday)
Mark 1:14-15
As Lent in the Dark Wood begins to come to a close, we look around us to acknowledge the
Reign of God ~ the family – that is has always and is already right here with us. Sojourners in the Dark Wood
do not go it alone but are blessed with the presence of others who help us see, reflect with us and discover
together with us the riches of a life lived with intention. As Jesus comes into Jerusalem at the beginning of
that fateful week, he is surrounded by those who will live the uncertainty, temptation and emptiness right
alongside.
Holy Week – The Gift of Disappearing (Maundy Thursday or Good Friday)
When searching in the Dark Woods, pride and shaman lead us into thinking more or less of
ourselves than we ought. We begin to build false images rather than trusting that God knows deeply who we
really are and wants us to live fully into our highest identity. The Gift of Disappearing comes when we
“disappear” for a while into a “thin place” where the human and diving seem particularly close. We reemerge after re-discovering who and whose we are.
March 27 – Where We Go From Here (Easter Sunday)
Mark 16:1-7
At the beginning of our trek into the Dark Woods, we heard of Peter’s sinking failure as a
spiritual gift. Even towards the end, Peter fails to keep his promise to his beloved Jesus, denying any
association with him three times when the going got rough. But again it is this utter failure that will guide and
strengthen him for what comes next. Upon this sinking rock, the church was built and expanded to include
others considered “other” or “unworthy.” The story of all those who surrounded Jesus parallels our own
failures, fears, and missteps. Where do we go from here? We journey into our fullness, continuing to
embrace the Gifts of the Dark Wood where the Spirit beckons us into extraordinary life.
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Sunday School News
by Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent

Sunday, February 7
Make Valentines for parents, folks at Bay View, and the birds!
Following Sunday School on February 7, children and families will proceed to Fellowship Hall
for lunch provided by the Music and Bicentennial Committees. There will also be a presentation
(see details on the insert) after lunch. Childcare will be provided in the Nursery during that
presentation and children will have an opportunity to make Valentine favors for the residents
at Bay View, Valentines for parents and peanut butter & birdseed Valentines for the birds.

Be on the lookout before and after worship for our Sunday School children and their large
soup pots in the Narthex on Sunday, February 7th. They will be taking part in the nationwide
event, The Souper Bowl, which uses the energy around the nation’s largest sporting event to
bring awareness to hunger around the country. There will be a collection of canned soup and
other canned goods, as well as monetary donations for the Fall River Community Food Pantries.

Community Family Movie Night
Join us, in the Sanctuary, on Friday, February 26th at 6:30pm for our second Community
Family Movie Night. The movie is yet to be determined (suggestions to
fccfallriver@gmail.com) but it is sure to be fun. You can follow the event on Facebook at
facebook.com/fccfallriver to stay in the know. Feel free to bring friends and family, the event
is free and popcorn and bottled water are provided. Please no outside food/beverages or
unattended children under 18.

Sunday, February 28

Glow in the Dark Mini Golf!

The time and details will be coming soon!
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Congratulations and Best Wishes
We know these lists may be incomplete, so we ask that anyone whose name is not included be sure to call the
Church Office with the necessary information.

2
4

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12
14
16
19

William and Stacey Raposa
Gary and Linda Fernandes

Chelsea Gordon
Patricia Snell
Kathy Sanson
Walter Benjamin
Kenny Pereira
Amanda Nickerson
Nathaniel Chamberlain
Henry Smith
Sophia Fernandes
Matthew Wilkinson
Cassidy Cashman
Angelina Cashman
Eric Wildnauer
Ryan Marshall
Christine Deslauriers
Jessica Iacobacci
Stephen Johnson
Kaylin Mulrooney
Sydney Palmer
Chloe Palmer
Audrey Poitras
Mason Rioux
Elizabeth Duffy
Krystina Pavao
Robert Costa, Jr.
Kassidy DaPonte
Odette Wood
Janice Tremblay
Jerome Moton

21
24
24
25
26
27

29

Mitchell Menard
Maggie Do Rego
Eleanor Ward
Tyler Pacheco
Maggie DoRego
Kolbe Wildnauer
Dorothy Caron
Sandra Wood
Cassandra Menard
Edie Banky
Susan Hadley
Robert Costa, Sr.
Jennifer Bettencourt
George Hoar
Lawrence LoVerde
Guinevere Perry
Nelson Rego
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First Congregational Church
21 June Street
Fall River, MA 02720

Prepared especially for …

Moving??? Please don’t forget to notify the church office...

2016

If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please let Jennifer in the
Church Office know by calling her at (508) 672-5862 or via email at
fccfallriver@verizon.net

This Parish Guide is printed on paper that is at least 30 percent
post-consumer content. Please recycle it when you are finished.

First Congregational Church
Sunday Worship
and
Church School
10:00 a.m.
Telephone:
Fax:
Email Address:
Website Address:
Facebook:

(508) 672-5862
(508) 672-2341
fccfallriver@gmail.com
www.fccfallriver.org
www.facebook.com/fccfallriver

Twitter, Instagram, fccfallriver
and YouTube:
Monday– Thursday
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Office Hours:
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

The Staff
Rev. Debbie L. Cipolletti,
Interim Senior Minister
Bonnie Braga, Church School Superintendent
Judith Conrad, Music Minister
Cheryl Foley, Bookkeeper
Jennifer Rego, Secretary
Doris Thornton, Health Minister

Love

“You’re Sitting in My Pew!”
Join us for a luncheon and presentation during our year
long Bicentennial celebration! All are welcome to
attend.
The Rev. Doug Showalter, a retired Congregational
pastor, who also serves as a local church moderator and
Congregational Church Historian will be giving a
Presentation in Fellowship Hall after worship (w lunch
provided).
The Rev. Showalter will be giving an overview of the
evolution of Congregational houses of worship in MA,
with some notice along the way of how the history of the
Fall River church fits within that overall pattern. His
presentation is entitled: "You're Sitting in My Pew!”
The subtitle of his PowerPoint Presentation is: "The
Long Journey of MA Congregationalists from Meeting
Houses to Churches, Free Pews, Offerings at Worship, and Individual Communion
Cups.”

Tower Bell Project Fund February is LOVE Month

(and we would love to fully fund this project).

We have raised over $25,000 for the Tower Bell Project but to complete it - we need
your help!
We have an anonymous donor who is ready to MATCH each donation to our fund (up
to $10,000) so please, if you have thought about giving to this worthwile project NOW is the time to do it and have your donation DOUBLED.
Become an active part of our Bicentennial motto - “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”
which ties us together in this church-wide project.
You may send donations to the church office (21 June St., Fall River, MA 02720) by the
end of the month.
L - looking and listening
O - opening our hearts
V - values and vision
E - energy and excitement!!!

The final results are in and thanks to so many of you
we now have many memories to share. In addition we
earned a nice profit of $843.00 that went directly to our
Tower Bell project.
Our most profitable evenings took place at
Bertucci’s and LePages, but trust me when I say that
every choice was indeed fun and delicious!
I’d like to give a special thanks to both Audrey
Poitras and Jenn Rego. They were most helpful and
supportive - helping to complete the work behind the
scenes. They were two of the most loyal participants
as well. And of course I should thank my husband
Ken. He’s my right hand man that accompanied me
every step of the way.
Thanks to all who supported our project. You are
truly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Susan Lanyon
TBT Chairperson

First Meeting of the
FCC Men’s Group
Saturday,
February 13, 2016:
9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
There will be coffee and donuts, so please RSVP to
Nelson Rego so that he buys enough! You can
reach him at (508) 916-7509.

Ladies Benevolent Society
by Joan Twaddle, President

The Ladies Benevolent Society collects materials
for CWS Health and School Kits.
We need: hand towels, fill size combs, blunt nose
scissors, little pencil sharpeners, 70 page notebooks
(each kit requires 3 of these!)
We will be meeting the 4th Tuesday of March - the
22nd and of April - the 26th as well as providing a
Silver Coffee Hour on Palm Sunday.
All women of the church are most welcome to join
us.

Online Giving Opportunity
We are pleased to announce a new service to help us
become more faithful stewards. All of us can give our tithes
and offerings online now.
There are a few different ways we’re able to give. First, you
can give through the church website at
www.fccfallriver.org. It’s easy to sign up and doesn’t take
much time. You can also give through our mobile giving
app, available for both Apple and Android devices. That’s a
really quick way for us to give, especially if we are serving
elsewhere during the service, like the nursery or with the
youth.
By being able to give online now, we can set up how often
we want to give, how much we want to give, and where we
want to give to.
For more information, you can go to the church website and click on the “Online Giving” button. If you
would like to attend the upcoming informational session to learn how to use “Online Giving” please see
Nelson Rego or Ken Ward.

