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Dear Friends,
Sunday school is back in full swing! We are blessed to be able to offer infant and nursery child care during
Sunday morning worship. We hope all families including those who recently had their babies and children ~
baptized and those looking to baptize their babies and children in the future ~ will find these services helpful
on Sunday mornings! Children in pre-K and up will be introduced to the Bible Stories selected by the
congregation last spring. This month features stories, games, and crafts about Joseph and his brothers, Esther
saving her people, and Moses and the Ten Commandments!
Our fall church schedule features fun and exciting activities, including free weekly Yoga classes on Tuesday
evenings (from 6 to 7 pm) that are open to ages 13 and up. Please check the church calendar for further details.
We will celebrate World Communion Sunday on October 1st. Parents of students enrolled in Grades 9 and 10,
who are interested in participating in our Confirmation Program are invited to meet with me on October
15th, after church in the Sunday School classroom. I will provide an overview of expectations and further
details about this 2 year program. I am requesting that both parents and students attend this session.
This is a busy time of year. If you’re like me, perhaps you sometimes unconsciously race through the day,
going from one task to another. Heck sometimes I forget what task or errand I’m supposed to do next! As a
Pastor, I have to guard against not having time for solitude and reflection. I need frequent reminders to slow
down and tend to my spirit ~ for this is something that needs our purposeful attention, or we can end up feeling
empty, drained, or burned out.
Our spiritual “well-being” gets nurtured when we pay attention to our body-mind-spirit connection. We need
healthy foods, a well-balanced diet, regular exercise, and a good night’s sleep, to fuel and care for our bodies.
We need daily stimulation and creative outlets and purpose. But still we can hunger for something more! I
think we yearn for opportunities that foster a deeper sense of connection and community among us.
As people of faith, we don’t pretend to have all the right answers to life’s questions or challenges. We look to
God, seeking guidance for our daily lives. God’s truth and light continues to be revealed to us through
Scripture, prayer, and personal reflection grounded and informed by Christian tradition and personal
experience. As a community of faith, we aim to create space where people feel safe sharing their questions,
doubts, and struggles. We are blessed when we get the chance to come to know one another on a deeper/more
authentic spiritual level. Prayer is important to us and it can take many forms. Through the sharing of personal
stories and prayerful reflection, we can come to discover new insights about ourselves and a deeper sense of
connection and community with one another. Staying engaged and connected with others in our faith
community is vitally important ~ in the life of the church!
I’ve found that my spirit can soar or sag depending on my sense of connection with God, other people, and the
natural world around me. Sometimes I’m surprised by how buoyed and uplifted I feel after a pastoral visit.
It’s such a privilege to be entrusted to listen to and care for your stories. What makes a pastoral visit different
from any other visit is that I seek to pay attention to how God is acting in your lives and in the life of this
congregation.

When I take time to notice how God is present and revealed to me ~ in and through my relationships with
others ~ my spirit is uplifted! When I take time to appreciate the music of songbirds, the fragrance and beauty
of flowers, and experience a sense of awe and wonder as I gaze upon the trees in their autumn splendor, my
spirit is uplifted! The beauty of God’s creation has a way of touching and renewing our spirit! This was true
for me this summer when I traveled to Alaska and saw first-hand the awe-inspiring majesty of God’s creation.
Glaciers that were miles wide and deep, coupled with Alaskan wildlife, and braided streams and valleys ~
were like food for my soul. Too often we forget that we were created for relational purposes, with God, with
other people, and with nature. I think the church needs to remind us of this truth.
As Christians we are called to share the love of God with our neighbors, but in order to share that love, we first
need to allow ourselves to experience God’s unconditional love and acceptance in our lives. Flight attendants
frequently remind us that in the case of an emergency, we first need to put on our own oxygen mask ~ before
we try to help others. As your Interim Pastor, I’m tasked with reminding you that before we can be equipped
and sent by God to reach out to others, we need to tend our own spiritual flame and heart. This starts with
nurturing our sense of connection with God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
I am pleased to share that on Saturday, October 28th, the church is providing a wonderful opportunity for the
women of the church to come to Cape Cod for a one day retreat ~ to nurture your spirit! Come away to rediscover and enjoy time spent together with your sisters in faith! A Continental Breakfast and lunch will be provided along with snacks and beverages. We will have time to walk to a nearby beach and/or enjoy on-Site gardens and a labyrinth. I am hoping that many from last year’s retreat will return, along with some newcomers.
Please help to spread the word and feel free to invite a friend to join us. Registration forms are included in this
newsletter. Completed registration forms are due the church office by Thursday, October 19th.
On October 29th, children and adults are invited to wear their Halloween costumes to church. Following worship, the church will host a community wide Trick or Treat Guided Tour that begins and ends in Fellowship
Hall. This tour will wind its way through the church building, stopping at stations along the way where
children can trick or treat. Refreshments and games will be provided in Fellowship Hall. We had great success
with this event last year and hope you will join us! Please let Denise Ward know if you are able to assist with
this fun activity!
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Debbie

Summer has come to an end and the Fall is upon us
now. I hope everyone had a lovely summer. It was
great to see everyone back for Rally Day and hearing
about everyone's summer adventures. We had a great
turnout for worship services over the summer and we
now can look forward to resuming our services in the
Sanctuary.
Yoga has been a huge success and highly attended by members of the
community. The community has been very thankful and grateful for this service
our church is providing for them. It meets every Tuesday in Fellowship Hall
from 6:00pm to 7:00pm.
We will be going forward in our faith exploring twelve Bible stories which were
chosen by the congregation. The Sunday school program will follow the same
schedule and stories so be sure to talk about what you've learned amongst your
family.
Blessings
Linda Fernandes

First Congregational Church
of Fall River

Jazz and Classical
Concerts
In the Sanctuary as part of the
Scarecrow Festival
Stay tuned more details!!!

Women’s Retreat
326 Lower County Road Harwich Port, MA 02646
Join with other women from our church…
for our 1-Day Women’s Spirituality Retreat
facilitated by the Rev. Judy Proctor
A time set apart for spiritual Renewal, Restoration, and Rediscovery!
Continental Breakfast, Lunch, Snacks, and Beverages provided
Registrations due to Church Office by Thursday
October 19th, 2017

Rev. Judy Proctor
Judy Proctor is an ordained minister who has served local
churches in a variety of leadership roles. With over 20 years of experience leading
groups and training leaders, Judy seeks to develop spiritual awareness through a fun and
creative approach to traditional Christian practices. Judy holds a Master of Divinity
from Andover Newton Theological School and a Juris Doctor Degree from George
Washington University. Her professional experience includes working in both the private
and public sectors.
Judy and her husband Ken have three grown children and live north of Boston (which
means she’s an avid Red Sox fan), where she loves to cook a good dinner to share with
family and friends.

October 29
From 12 to 2 PM

Please join us for games,
Trick or Treating stations, and light refreshments
»Wear your costume and bring treat bag to collect your
treasures
»Parents are welcome to join in the fun-open to the
Community.
»RSVP-Church Office-508 672-5862

First Congregational Church
282 Rock St Fall River MA

This has been a very worthwhile
endeavor that our church has embraced

HOWEVER

We need volunteers to help with the
preparation as well as serving.

SOUP KITCHEN

Request email delivery for your
Parish Guide!!!!
You can either call the Church
Office (508 672-5862 or email:
fccfallriver@gmail.com to register
All Parish Guides are also available at our
Web Page,

www.fccfallriver.org

The meals are planned by Larry LoVerde and
Denise Ward. They do all the shopping and
guide us in the preparation.

Committed dates:
Oct 3rd
Nov 7th
Dec 5th

Mark your calendars to be at
our church by 2:30 PM

O c to b e r 2 0 1 7
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

-Worship Service

-Soup

10:00 AM

Kitchen 2:30
PM

-Initial Nominating
Meeting @ 11:15
-Worship Service
10:00 AM

8

15

-Worship Service
10:00 AM
-Confirmation
Overview Meeting
@ 11:30
-Nominating

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

9

10
-Yoga Class
6-7 PM

11

16

17
-Yoga Class
6-7 PM
-Staff Meeting
@ 10:30 AM

18
-Church
Council @
7:00 PM

25
-Scarecrow
Festival
6:00-9:00 PM

Office Closed

-Deacons
Meeting @
7:00 PM

Thu

-Women’s
Retreat
Registration
Form Due Date

Meeting @ 11:15
22
-Worship Service

23

24
-Yoga Class
6-7 PM

29

30

31
-Yoga Class
6-7 PM

10:00 AM
-Confirmation
Class @ 11:30

-Worship Service
10:00 AM
-Trick Or Treat
Event
12:00-2:00 PM

26

27

28

-Women’s
Retreat
9:30AM-4:30
PM Eversong
Retreat

Congratulations and Best Wishes
We know these lists may be incomplete, so we ask that anyone whose name is not included be
sure to call the Church Office with the necessary information.

October 11th
Reb Debbie & Bob Cipolletti
October 13th
Eric & Pamela Wildnauer
October 18th
Richard & Elizabeth Cookson
October 22nd
Keith & Erika Cashman

First Congregational Church
21 June Street
Fall River, MA 02720

Prepared especially for …

Moving??? Please don’t forget to notify
If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please let the
Church Office, know by calling (508) 672-5862 or email at
fccfallriver@gmail.com

This Parish Guide is printed on paper that is at least 30 %
post-consumer content. Please recycle it when you are finished.

First Congregational Church
Sunday Worship
and
Church School

10:00 a.m.

Telephone:

(508) 672 5862

Fax:

(508) 672 2341

Email Address:

fccfallriver@gmail.com

Website Address:
Facebook:

www.fccfallriver.org
www.fccfallriver.com/
fccfallriver
Twitter, Instagram, fccfallriver
and YouTube:
Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday
9:00AM - 2:30 PM

The Staff
Rev. Debbie L. Cipolletti,
Interim Senior Minister
Bonnie Braga, Church School
Superintendent
Judith Conrad, Music Minister
Cheryl Foley, Bookkeeper
Ivette Alarcon, Church Secretary
Henry Parker, Sexton
Doris Thornton, Health Minister

