no one is too small to make a difference

The Radical Geographers’ Handbook

This is a playful response to “business as usual” in the geography
teacher community. Teachers do a great job BUT with global events
such as Brexit, Climate Breakdown and Coronavirus some of us think
we should be asking more provocative questions and doing things
differently.

Is the world in the state it is because of us?
How can we increase diversity?

Could we teach for a happier and healthier world?

Could we be radical geographers?

Curated by a group of geography teachers and bringing together a
variety of voices, this publication provides a platform for alternative

opinions and challenges the status quo.
Please read me and pass me on

What is radical geography?

Radical geography recognises the need for a reclamation of geography, from its
imperialist past, showing how geographical knowledge and thinking could play a
key role in radical social, political and environmental activism.

Radical Geography Teacher Challenges:
1. Teach what you love and not to the exam
2. Buy no new clothes for 12 months

3. Challenge the school community to score 100% on the
Gapminder Ignorance Test

. Declare a climate and ecological emergency
. Organise a positive climate action instead of a strike

. Sell your car and cycle or walk to school
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. Use the charity commision website to calculate the pay
difference between the CEO of your academy chain / school and
the average worker

8. Tell everyone the gender pay gap for your school / academy
chain / trust and don’t stop until it’s zero

9. Calculate the carbon locked away in trees on your school site /
local town and triple it

10. Calculate the carbon emissions from trips and travel only by
ground

11. Calculate the entire carbon emissions of your school and
commit to becoming carbon neutral by 2030

RADICAL
GEOGRAPHER
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Are you teaching hope?
What'’s there to be hopeful about?

60% of the girls in low-income countries finish primary school

NEW MOVIES

PROTECTED NATURE
Number of new feature flms per

Share of [arth’s land surface protected as
national parks and other reserves

WOMEN'S RIGHT TO VOTE NEW MUSIC

Countries with equal rights for wormen New music recordings per year

and men to vote (out of 194) 6,210,002
|93'

Another World is Possible

#socialactivism


https://www.gapminder.org/factfulness-book/
https://www.teaching4abetterworld.co.uk/Resources/download22.pdf

Is tackling single use plastic a distraction?

WSCOmEI0 T Anthropocene Annual sustainable footprint: 2.3 tonnes CO2
@ Talk about #climatechange
;‘;7 il’l'm‘"t‘ humans: growng v Switch to vegetarian or vegan diet one return fight
trillion trees cut down 5 rom London
h Switch to renewable ener to Bangkok
1000s of species extinct ay

37% of land used for farming &' Reduce, reuse & recycle more e
Nitrogen fixation doubled &t walk/cycle more

l Mark Maslin @ProfMarkMaslin Help to save the planet by:

Atm CO2 up 47% & Use an electric/hybrid car Sl e H
Atm CH4 up 245% —= Stop flying R
Micro-plastics in all oceans s Divest pension from fossil fuels Vil i
Global temp.up>1C Protest :
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How do we change the future? Tonnes €02
James Wong @ @Botanygeek - Oct 5 v

Ocean plastic sources:

@ Plastic straws = 0.03%
i Fishing gear = 46%

Eating less fish would tackle a source of ocean plastic x1500 that of straws.

When it comes to headlines & Facebook memes it's funny how there aren't
x1500 the stories on eating less fish.
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BOYCOTT SINGLE-USE PLASTICS

Another World is Possible

#environmentalactivism #evironmentalactivism


https://twitter.com/ProfMarkMaslin
https://www.sas.org.uk/plastic-free-communities/
https://twitter.com/Botanygeek/status/1180546265807048704

How do your pupils and staff travel to school?

Playing Out

e
3 / l.. of UK children spend less time outside than prisoners

Imagine if there were no cars on the road. Imagine if
there was more space for nature.

Visit https://playingout.net

#socialactivism

N

Joe Brindle @Joe_UKSCN - Dec 17
1 genuinely believe that changing education is the first step to changing the
world, the lack of strong climate education shows that our government isn't

willing to face the #ClimateEmergency

Q 4 200 L &

“Never doubt that a small group of people can change the world,
indeed it is the only thing that ever had”



https://playingout.net/
https://twitter.com/Joe_UKSCN

Education or Activism: where is the line?

A

Alex Standish (Senior Lecturer in Geography Education at UCL Institute of Education)

While many teachers are motivated by social, economic, political and environmental issues, teachers need
to be mindful of where the line is between education and activism so that their teaching doesn't slip into
indoctrination. Here are some indicators:

Is the purpose of your lesson to explore and understand the issue or are you trying to change pupils’
behaviour and attitudes towards this issue? If you have predetermined behaviours and attitudes in mind
then you are denying pupils the freedom to think and reach their own conclusions.

Does your lesson allow open exploration of different perspectives on this issue (including those that you
disagree with)? We are also preparing children for participation in a democracy, so being tolerant of other
people’s views is important and how can you develop your own views if you have not explored all sides?

How does exploring this issue fit into my progression model for the geography curriculum? In other words,
what is your justification for including it — personal or epistemological?

Make sure that you are clear on the difference between teaching concept knowledge and issues. With the
former we are aiming for common understanding while issues are about applying knowledge and
synthesising to understand the complexity of a problem in a given locale.

American academic Stanley Fish (2008) suggest that, ‘To academicize a topic is to detach it from the
context of its real world urgency, where there is a vote to be taken or an agenda to be embraced, and insert
it into a context of academic urgency, where there is an account to be offered or an analysis to be
performed.’

Misanthropy versus Optimism?

A particular problem of the early 21st century is when the geography curriculum reflects the prevailing
cultural narrative of misanthropy - including climate apocalypse, species extinction, environmental
destruction, extreme weather, overpopulation, disease (Coronavirus!) or migration.

With all issues, teachers need to be morally careful and aim for balance and perspective in your curriculum,
We need to explore the reality of the state of the world, but be mindful to not leave children with the view
that people are the problem. Instead, we need to also teach them about how humanity has improved quality
of life and environmental conditions for billions of people, compared to say 100 or 200 years ago. And, we
need to show them how people are addressing the problems of today, like global warming, so that they can
see a way forward to a better world to which they can make a contribution.

Children are the future and educators need to be optimistic about prospects for a better tomorrow, even if

they have concerns. Teachers need to help children to interpret and filter the news, not reinforce simplistic
and alarmist narratives.

#environmentalactivism

Do you still talk about GDP/capita in class? Why?

“GDP measures everything except that
which makes life worth living”

Teach: doughnut economics + the Happy Planet Index

#socialactivism


https://www.kateraworth.com/doughnut/
https://www.spiked-online.com/2019/09/24/why-climate-change-teachers-are-a-bad-idea/
https://twitter.com/AlexStandish9
http://happyplanetindex.org/

What income is normal?

FOUR INCOME LEVELS

The world population in 2017. Billions of people on different income.

3 060,00, §

i
PS
v
LEVEL | $2 LEVEL 2 38 LEVEL 3 $32 LEVEL 4
per person in d sted for price Source: Gapminder{3]

jay adusted for price differences

Median income in the UK of £28,400 puts a person in
the top 1% of richest people in the world

Does £80,000 put you in the top 5% of earners in the UK?

A Question Time audience member went on a bizarre rant slamming tax increases -
despite earning £80,000 a year, insisting his healthy annual income was "nowhere near
even the top 50%" of earners in the UK ...

#socialactivism
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STOP killing the imagination & wonder of Fieldwork

“The best fieldwork should be manlngful
and memorable, not scr'xptcd." Mike

"Our relationship with the
natural world has become less
symbiotic and wore anfibiofic. ...

0s geography teachers and
fieldwork providers it is our
responsblity more fhan any
ofher subject to teach students
obout how they can make their
future brighter” Matt



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4g6k1a4XYA
https://twitter.com/LeesonHouse
https://www.gapminder.org/topics/four-income-levels/

Are you still flying for school trips? Why?

FLYGSKAM

THE FEELING OF SHAME FROM

FLYING IN AN

AIRPLANE, KNOWING

HOW MUCH

CARBON POLLUTION IT CAUSES

Challenge your school to travel by ground
use trains / ferries / buses

Does Carbon Offsetting really work?

Carbon Emissions = Carbon Offsets

Carbon Emissions Carbon Offsets

A

#environmentalactivism
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CARBON EQUALITY - CLIMATE JUSTICE NOW

Percentage of CO:z emissions by world population

-

Richest 10% responsible for almost half of total lifestyle
consumption emissions
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Source: Onfam

We have to cut our CO, emissions dramatically whilst letting
the majority of people in the world emit a little more.
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https://oi-files-d8-prod.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/file_attachments/mb-extreme-carbon-inequality-021215-en.pdf
https://twitter.com/benking01/status/1127135415675379714

Humans are a part of nature, not apart from nature.

oo BB ooy )
| .

“I wanted to teach people to listen to the pulse of nature, to partake
of the wholeness of life and not forget, under the pressure of their

petty destinies, that we are not gods and have not created ourselves

but are children of the earth, part of the cosmos.”
Hermann Hesse (Quoted from Hermann Hesse's Fictions of the Self)
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#environmentalactivism
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78% of companies pay men more
Median hourly gender pay gap at companies in Great Britain

900 companies Women paidmore  Men paid more

0
>50% 25% 0% 25% >50%

Source: 10,016 companies that reporied their pay dala. [e]c]C]

Every sector pays men more on average
Median hourly pay gap by sector®
Average 8.36%

Construction x
Finance and insurance | m—— —"m s— ——
Electricity and gas | ssien s m—"
Communication
Education | s s——"—"
Professional and scientilic | s se——"
Water and waste |s—"—— —
Real eslate  [eme————
Manufacturing (s
Public administration [
Transportation and slorage  |— . 4
Service jmmmm 100 years since the Representation
Fietul i m—— of the People Act, which first gave
=) :
famesee:

Accommodation and food .
women the right to vote

Administrative
Health s
Arts and entertainmant

% 5% i 3 1%
T IR IO IRF A0 B9 AR How much has really changed?

*Note: Only includes sectors where at least 10 companies have reported so far
Companies that have reported to gov.uk by 3.45pm Tuesday 19 February 2018 EIEIE

All Schools
74% of all classroom teachers are female
66% of headteachers are female
92% of teaching assistants are female
829% of support staff are female

Secondary schools
64.% of teachers are female

39% of headteachers are female

0.5% of teachers are disabled
22% of the UK population are disabled

#socialactivism
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https://twitter.com/geoviews/status/1015219086622588928
https://gender-pay-gap.service.gov.uk/
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/workforce-and-business/workforce-diversity/school-teacher-workforce/latest

Stop calling them

Developed / Developing
Less Economically Developed / More Economically Developed
First / Third World

Take the Gapminder - Ignorance Test
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The world is not divided
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Does your school have an eco group? Why?

Personal choices to reduce your contribution to
climate change
Annual equivalent CO, savings (1CO,e)

Avoid one roundlrip S frema ety
transatlantic flight

Buy green energy

Switch electric car
to car free

Eat a plant
based diet

Replace typical car
with hybrid

Wash clothes in
cold water

Recycle

Hang dry clothes TS

Upgrade light bulbs -

(=]

05 1 15

Source:; Wy

Average values for developed countries, based on current emissions

Is your eco group wasting their time?

Are they targeting the areas with the high impact?

#environmentalactivism
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http://forms.gapminder.org/s3/test-2018

Do we value the right jobs? Who'’s a key worker?

Number of individuals (in thousands)

3000 -
Median equivalised disposable income
'Y £28,400
2000~ 5
Mean equivalised disposable income
£34,200

1000 -

0 -

£0 £20,000 £40,000 £60,000 £80,000
Equivalised household disposable income of individuals
(in £1,000 bands)

Disposable income is the amount of money households have available
for spending and saving after direct taxes have been accounted for.

What'’s the difference between the median and mean?

Average UK Salary

Care Worker £17,200

Teacher - £37,500
Investment Banker - £75,000

#tsocialactivism
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POVERTY
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‘One of the best accounts of working-class life | have read’

‘Savage, wise and witty ... It is hard to think
of a more timely, powerful or necessary book.’

THE
SUNDAY TIMES
BESTSELLER

B

REN McGARY

DAR

Why not take your students on a Poverty Safari?

Where’s the richest / poorest / average street near
your school?
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https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/jun/25/poverty-safari-orwell-books-prize-scottish-rapper-loki
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/bulletins/householddisposableincomeandinequality/financialyearending2019
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Gideon Mendel - Submerged Portraits
Drowning World is an exploration of flooding using photography and video.
Gideon’s aim in this long-term project is to portray the human condition within the

context of overwhelming climate events around the world.
one in the UK and the other in India. Gideon was struck by the contrasting impacts of
these floods, and the shared vulnerability that seemed to unite the people he

In 2007 Gideon photographed two floods that occurred within weeks of each other,
encountered in this landscape.

Dollar Street
the World ~ by income

in

v

#£3 Families
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http://gideonmendel.com/submerged-portraits/
https://www.gapminder.org/dollar-street/matrix
https://ourworldindata.org/global-economic-inequality

Do you challenge misconceptions or perpetuate them?

Misconception

Reality

Africa is a country

Africa is made up of 54 diverse countries (the largest
number of any continent)

Africa is poor

Average income in North Africa is $8,042
Nigeria is the wealthiest country in Africa with a gdp per
capita of $1,968

Greenland is the same
size as Africa

Greenland is 2 million square kilometres and Africa is 30
million square kilometres, nearly 14 and a half times
larger

Plate tectonics is driven
by convection currents

The major driving force for most plate movement is slab
pull

The hole in the ozone
layer has caused global
warming by allowing
more heat in

Greater concentrations of greenhouse gases that trap
infrared radiation have caused increases in observed
temperatures

Most people in the
world live like us

The average wage of £28,500 in the UK places a person
in the top 1% of world income

Most people (3 billion people) live on Level 2,they get by
on between $2 and $8 a day and might have some
possessions like a bicycle, a mattress, or a gas canister
for cooking at home

I coroda
[ Coniol America and the Cortbbean
South Amenica

[
Aica
sy
3 soun-fast Asia ana Oceania

Countries mentioned by Donald Trump’s tweets
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Plastic is EVERYWHERE

SURFERS AGAINST SEWAGE

JBan single use plastics
O 0rganise a community beach clean
O Create a plastic pollution sculpture

Ben See @ClimateBen - Nov 14
Plastic is in

- the air you breathe
- the water you drink
- the food you eat

- the wildlife you love
- the deepest oceans
- the soil

- the rain

- the atmosphere

- the Arctic

- your blood

- your shit

- Quter Space

And it's made from oil, gas and coal by the fossil fuel industry.

Q 14 1 567 ¥ 1.3K Nl
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https://www.sas.org.uk/plastic-free-schools/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/politics-trumptweets-2016to2019/
https://twitter.com/ClimateBen/status/1195084021245652997

Geography is a soft option for posh students who
cannot do other SllbjECtS = headline from the Independent (Nov 2019)

Contents lists available at Sciencelirect

Emotion, Space and Society

journal homepage: www.eisevier com/iocate/emospa

Kindness: A new kind of rigour for British Geographers )

Danny Dorling
Scheul of Gragraphy and the Evrvamems, Oxford Unirersidy Cowre for s Savroamens, Soust Parts Read, Cogford, OX1 30T, Unued Kigdom

ABSTRACT
Lets face it, those of 1o who work @ the academic discipline of Goography, largely work on the subject of failure.
The failure of polizcal keaders worldwide 5o avert disastrous climate chasge The need to prevent the con-
tinuation of e fastest fecies extinonon the world has ever known, The social and personal repercuscions af
enormous gobal income, wealth and power inequalities. We describe all this, usually, as if it were just an
intevesting set of observations. Then we tell sudents W write an essay about it. i they cogently analyse our
collective Exiluze, we give them 3 high mark. Many of them can then take their university degrees and hesd cut
o b Lung and make the world an even worse place, armed with the knowledge of
what they aidght be aritigued for by those who taught them, but never convineed them. Perhaps if we were
5 landier 1o owr sudents when they were 31 anivenaty, were knder and chesrer in what we wrote and taught, more
of them would use what they have learnt for good, rather than seeing tetr degrees &s Sepping-stones to thelr
,f f alflutied ploce in U social hierardyy

-

(R

Since the “posh and dim” story the proportion of state school students that Oxford takes
across the board (all subjects) rose to 69% of offers this January - the largest single year
rise since 1965 - and the highest proportion ever - I expect 67% will get the grades.

The posh and dim stuff appeared in the press in at least eight newspapers the week
before the Oxford admissions interviews (that some students are heavily coached for)
were set to take place.

It is possible that it concentrated the minds of the people doing the admission
interviews. Partly because of this I am not annoyed about the press coverage.

The university hit its published targets in some access areas three years early I'm told.
Figures for Oxford Geography get released in May 2020. 33% of the intake will be from
private school (still very high). But hopefully the ones who are not coming are the ones
who might have been less interested (very hard to tell although many people who do
interviews tell me this is what they are useful for spotting). I'd rather we didn’t
interview.

We don’t have children who are dim and not dim - although Geography at University
attracts a disproportionate number who did not find studying easy aged 8 to 17, but were
later given extra help to get high marks at school - not necessarily in a way which meant
they enjoyed school, or studying or thinking or imagination.

In short I think we need a few more “Greta’s" studying geography at university -
students who are passionate about climate change or some other geographical topic;
and a few less who are so disinterested in their actual degree subject.
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Connect with these future thinking organisations
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LAB

25


https://www.geog.ox.ac.uk/research/transformations/gis/papers/2019/dannydorling_publication_id7437.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/geography-posh-stupid-students-professor-dorling-oxford-university-a9221456.html
https://twitter.com/Fash_Rev
https://twitter.com/sascampaigns
https://twitter.com/equalitytrust
https://twitter.com/NEF
https://twitter.com/thoughtbox_ed
https://twitter.com/BCorporation
https://twitter.com/KateRaworth
https://twitter.com/suttontrust

Read these thought provoking books

GEOGRAPHY

DANNY DORLING
& CARL LEE

IBEAS in PROFILE Mike Berners-Lee

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Use Ed Hawkins - Warming Stripes as a tool to

engage people in conversation about climate change
The Inner Level

3"‘"’"" How More Equal Societies
-m 3 Reduce Stress, Restore
Sanity and Improve
Everyone's Well-being

Wear them as a tie / Hang a banner of them in your classroom / Wrap your car in them /
Paint them on the outside of your school / Bake them as a cake / Use them everyday

Fichosd Mkinson st e Fickmts Ice~core data before 1958. Mauna Loa data after 1958.
.umemmuw m :-' | T | | | / ~:
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https://showyourstripes.info/
https://scripps.ucsd.edu/programs/keelingcurve/
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Danny-Dorling/Geography-Ideas-in-Profile/18463985
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Danny-Dorling/Peak-Inequality--Britains-ticking-time-bomb/21954172
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Mike-Lancaster-University-Berners-Lee/There-Is-No-Planet-B--A-Handbook-for-the-Make-or-Break-Years/23099679
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Hans-Rosling/Factfulness--Ten-Reasons-Were-Wrong-About-The-World---And/21608837
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Richard-Wilkinson/The-Inner-Level--How-More-Equal-Societies-Reduce-Stress-R/12783541
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Hollie-McNish/Nobody-Told-Me--Poetry-and-Parenthood/24895478
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Greta-Thunberg/No-One-Is-Too-Small-to-Make-a-Difference--Illustrated-Edition/23930593
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Geography-Collective/Mission-Explore/7446433
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